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Welcome to this edition of 
The Chronicle
Welcome to this edition of the Chronicle, 
which celebrates the academic year 2016-
2017.  It is packed with reminders of what 
was a remarkably successful year, spiritually, 
academically and in every aspect of adult 
formation. 

It has always been the Church’s mission to 
provide an environment in which our children 
can discover who they are and what their 
‘Mission’ in life is; the best use of their God 
given talents.

We, as a school, have always worked to 
celebrate the ‘individual’ and have said 
publically that our children are so much more 
than a set of examination results.  In fact I go 
as far to say that examination success is merely 
a lever used to open doors and let the ‘real’ 
person enter.  It is only then that an individual 
is truly judged, on their work ethic, moral and 
ethical values and how they relate to others.  
As our school prayer states, we strive to create 
young adults who will make others “happier 
for the meeting.”

GCSE Results Day, 2017

A Level Results Day. 2017

GCSE Success 
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This aspiration has its challenges and it is only 
achievable by the completion of the triangle, 
home-school-church, all working together to 
one end - the happiness and success of the 
individual child.

We are very lucky in this community to have 
outstanding parents, excellent teachers and a 
diocese and deanery which work so closely 
together.  It may seem an exaggerated claim to 
make, but the pages ahead, I feel, provide more 
than suffi  cient evidence for this assertion.

The academic successes of last year were once 
more very pleasing and refl ected the hard 
work of pupils and students, the outstanding 
commitment and dedication of our staff , 
both teaching and support, and of course the 
outstanding support of each one of you for 
your children.  More and more research is 
highlighting the fact that the most signifi cant 
factor in the academic success of a child is the 
family home.  I thank you for all that you do in 
support of your child.

The GCSE results were excellent and show 
that our children continue to make better 
than expected progress and the results place 
the school amongst the best in the country.  I 
must make special reference to our Sixth Form 
students who achieved outstanding results and 
have now left us to follow their dreams, we 
wish them well.

It is clear to see that many of our long 
established and well-loved events such as the 
Christmas concert, School production, trips 
and of course KiSS, have continued to develop 
and add so much to the school year.  I often 
comment that you could not know this school if 
you did not know KiSS.

It is, however, pleasing to see new additions 
to the school diary and most notably our 
Remembrance Day Service.  This has grown 
over the years, but this year saw the blessing 
of the plaque commissioned to commemorate 

those former students of St Michael’s, St 
Angela’s and The John Henry Newman School 
who have lost their lives in service to their 
country.

I do still marvel at how much is achieved in one 
year.  I hope that you enjoy this review of 2016-
2017 and I thank you for all that you do for our 
school community. 

God Bless,

Mr  Mathew
Headteacher
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Year 7 Enrolment 
Services
Welcoming our new Year 7 pupils 
at our annual Enrolment Services. 
The special services are held on two 
evenings in September each year.

SEPTEMBER 2016
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Year 8 Zoolab Trip
The annual visit from Zoolab brought 
unexpected creatures to the classroom. 

OCTOBER 2016
The John Henry Newman School Chronicle



Flatford Mill A level trip 

Mr O’Connell and Mrs Abrey accompanied 
27 A level Biology students to Flatford Mill 
Field Studies centre in September. This was 
the first time the Biology Department had 
been to this Field Study Centre; in previous 
years they have been to Dale Fort in South 
West Wales and Loch Ranza on the Isle of 
Arran. 

We were not disappointed with the 
standard of accommodation, food or 
teaching. We left at midday on the 
Wednesday having had an enjoyable and 
worthwhile trip to sunny Suffolk and the 
students worked extremely hard. We look 
forward to returning next year.



Year 7 Friendship Days
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John Henry Newman 
Feast Day 2016

Tate Modern and Tate Britain 
Visit with Year 13 A level and 
BTEC students
We took Year 13 students to explore the permanent 
collections at both Tate Britain and Tate Modern. 
The exceptional rehang at Tate Britain shows 
British works in a chronological order. This helped 
students place the work in a context. The Tate 
Modern extension is a curious place to visit. 

We paid specifi c attention to the 
impact climate change is having 
on our world and expressed our 
promises to make a diff erence 
on beautiful hearts made from 
recycled paper. We thought 
about our wider community and 
how our actions every day have 
consequences on a world wide 
scale.  We made promises to be 
aware of our actions and prayed 
for those aff ected across the 
world.
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Modern languages trip to 
Paris, Years 9 and 10
In October 2016 we took 24 pupils to Paris and 
the pupils had a fantastic time.

We travelled by Eurotunnel and arrived on the 
Tuesday afternoon. We took the pupils for a 
walk near the hotel so they could acclimatise 
to the Parisian ambiance. We found a park 
and stretched our legs and relaxed after the 
day’s travelling. On Wednesday we visited 
the Eiff el Tower, climbing to the second fl oor, 
took a river cruise along the Seine and walked 
down the famous Champs Elysées where the 
pupils enjoyed some free time and shopping.  
We arrived back at the hotel around 7pm and 
took the pupils to a nearby Chinese restaurant 
for dinner. This has become a tradition and 
the owners are always very hospitable. The 
pupils enjoyed the” all you can eat buff et”. 
The Thursday was the highlight of the trip. We 
visited a French high school for the morning . 
My friend Madame Roch (an English teacher 
in Paris) organised a fantastic morning which 
off ered a real insight into the similarities and 
diff erences between our two school systems. 
The morning started with our pupils (in pairs) 
being paired with French pupils in the library 
and exchanging conversation in both languages. 
After some shyness from both nationalities, 
the pupils were talking and getting to know 
each other in a lovely atmosphere. We were 
then taken to diff erent lessons in the school. 
Some were language lessons, some music and 
the six pupils with me, were happy to speak 
French in front of the French pupils.  They had 
been asked to prepare a section of a poem; no 
mean feat in English, let alone French! We then 

had lunch in the school canteen and by then 
the English and French pupils were happily 
chatting and eating together. We did at times 
feel like animals in a zoo or minor celebrities,  
such was the attention of the whole school! By 
the end the pupils were swapping SnapChat 
accounts (I think that’s the correct term….). 
The pupils were buzzing about the experience 
and I cannot thank the French school, Madame 
Roch in particular, enough for making it such 
a success and for making us feel so welcome.  
Following this, we went to Montmartre and the 
Sacré Coeur; one of my favourite areas of Paris. 
The pupils had taken haggling lessons and got 
the price of the caricatures down to a sensible 
price. Our driver, Graham treated the pupils to 
a “Paris by night” coach tour on our way back 
to the hotel. The sparkling Eiff el Tower was, as 
always, magnifi cent and the pupils took some 
impressive photos. 

Our budget limited our choice of French food in 
the evenings (yes, we did visit McDonald’s on 
the fi rst night), but the hotel breakfast and our 
baguette lunches ensured their diet was more 
French than British! We did manage a French 
restaurant in Montmartre; a fi tting end to the 
day. It was a very successful trip and the pupils 
did us proud; they behaved impeccably with 
good humour and were interested in the city 
and its many beautiful sights. The success of 
the trip wouldn’t have been possible without 
the help of Mrs Irving, and Mrs Dunn; a huge 
“merci” from me.

Miss Downing



Year 7 &  
Year 12 Fun Run
Our wonderful Year 7s teamed up with 
Year 12 running partners to take part 
in our KiSS Fun Run raising money to 
support the KiSS Community in Uganda.  
This was one of the first fundraising 
events on our school calendar starting 
this year’s support for the community we 
cherish.  A huge well done to all runners 
and walkers who completed the course; 
you did a wonderful job. 
 

Year 9 Geography Field 
Trip 

Year 9 Geography Trip to the Lee Valley 
Park and White Water Centre.  Areas of 
study – Regeneration through Sport and 
Orienteering. 

NOVEMBER 2016
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Remembrance 
Service and 
unveiling of our new 
plaque 
November provided an opportunity 
to stop and refl ect on Remembrance 
Day, we drew together as a 
community to off er our thoughts 
and prayers for those who had 
lost their lives serving in wars and 
confl icts across the globe.  

Working in collaboration with the 
History Department and members 
of our community who are currently 
involved in active Cadet service, 
we remembered past pupils of St 
Angela’s and St Michael’s schools 
who paid the greatest sacrifi ce they 
could to secure our freedom today. 

Remembrance 
Service and 
unveiling of our new 
plaque 



In November Year 13 Geography students visited London to support their studies.  
The day started with a fascinating guided talk about the regeneration scheme around Kings 
Cross, a multi-million pound project to rejuvenate a once run down area.  The group then 
spent time at the London Transport Museum and Canary Wharf.  The main focus of the visit 
was to explore and appreciate the every changing environment of an influential World City.

Spanish Exchange 
Our 12th Exchange trip to Spain for 17 Year 9 and 10 
pupils, the pupils benefited from using their spanish in 
real life situations.  

Red Wednesday
On 22nd November, pupils and teachers joined in with ‘Red Wednesday’, a campaign 
from the charity ‘Aid to the Church in Need’ to highlight the plight of people around 
the world being killed or persecuted for their faith. 

Year 13 Geography World Cities Field Trip 
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Trip to Florence
Our annual cultural trip to Florence for Year 9 and 10 pupils.

Valencia
Spanish 

Exchange
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Presentation Evening
In November our Presentation Evening is a fantastic celebration of the achievements and 
contributions of our pupils and students, those currently studying at the school and those 
who have very recently left. Ben Ryan, one of JHN’s talented alumni, was the Guest of 
Honour and presented the prizes. 
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Buckden Towers Visit

Year 9 spent the day at Buckden Towers 
refl ecting on choices, specifi cally in relation 
to relationships.  
The pupils recognised and understood that 
each and every one of them has been made 
in the image and likeness of God, and as 
such should value their own worth, and 
the worth of others, as a special gift to be 
treasured and cherished.

The varied workshop sessions provided the 
opportunity for pupils to consider the way 
in which they make decisions, the infl uences 
they may be under and where they can 
access guidance and support.

They refl ected upon a PSHCE session when 
drama group Ten Ten visited the school 
and engaged in activities developed by Ten 
Ten building on the performances they had 
watched.

The pupils enjoyed the day discussing social 
issues with their friends but also having 
conversation with people they may not 
necessarily talk to in school.

Many commented that the day had made 
them think about the impact their decisions 
can make in the future and as you get older 
decisions become harder.
Some of the comments that were made by 
our Year 9 Pupils:

“I liked how we were given multiple 
opportunities to share our views with the rest of 
the group”.

“We learnt that we should inform our conscience 
by looking to the Bible as guidance”.

“The day has made me think of how I make 
decisions and what I do in certain situations”.
  

DECEMBER 2016

Team Echo in Robot 
Rumble fi nal
Year 9 Robotics Team ‘Team Echo’ 
competed in the  fi nal competition 
of Robot Rumble on Saturday 10th 
December at the University of 
Hertfordshire, the competition was 
sponsored by MBDA.  
They worked really hard on designing 
and building a robot and programming it 
to throw cushions and stars over a fence.
 
Well done Team Echo pupils,  Daniel Cart-
wright, Dan de Naeyer, Tom Clarke and 
Nicholas Th oelke. 
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Berlin Trip
The cultural trip to Berlin takes place in December for pupils from Year 9 and 10.
On the 4th December, 22 year 9 and 10 pupils set off  on a four-day cultural trip to Berlin accompanied 
by Mr. Barry and Mrs Sharp.  We arrived at Schoenefeld airport in freezing fog, which made touch 
down quite exciting, and then we made our way to our accommodation in central Berlin.  The 
afternoon was spent visiting a former East German watch tower and then the Traenenpalast, the 

border checkpoint where visitors to East Germany said 
goodbye to their relatives.  In the evening, we visited 
the fi rst of the Christmas markets at Gendarmenmarkt 
and we saw many traditional Christmas stalls and 
tried a few specialities too.  

On Monday morning, the group was given a three-
hour walking tour of the main sites in Berlin including 
the Reichstag, The Brandenburg Gate, The Jewish 
Memorial, Hitler’s Bunker, The Topography of Terror, 
Checkpoint Charlie and the Museum Area.  

In the evening, we enjoyed an audio 
tour around the dome at the Reichstag 
from where we could  identify the 
buildings we had previously visited 
that day.

On Tuesday we had a guided tour 
around the Olympic Stadium, 
accessing many back stage areas 
and we really impressed our tour 
guide by reciting the Hail Mary in 
German in the players chapel. From 

This was followed by a visit to St Hedwig’s 
Cathedral and the famous chocolatiers Fassbender 
and Rausch who have sculptures of Berlin 
landmarks made entirely from chocolate.  We 
then had time for a photo with the guards at 
Checkpoint Charlie before heading off  for a 
Currywurst and a bit of retail therapy.   In the 
afternoon, we visited an interactive museum 
about life in East Germany. Some pupils had the 
opportunity to drive a Trabant around a virtual 
town whilst others learnt dance moves popular 
during the 60s and 70s.  

here, we made our way to Sachsenhausen 
Concentration Camp which was a very 
moving experience.  In the evening, we 
made our way to Alexanderplatz to visit 
a Christmas Market and go up the TV 
Tower. However, it was so foggy when 
we arrived that it was almost impossible 
to see the Tower itself, let alone get a 
view over Berlin.  The ice-skating at the 
Christmas market helped us get over our 
disappointment.

Before leaving Berlin in the afternoon, we 
paid a visit to the Berlin Wall Memorial 
which recreates the border strip between 
East and West.  A couple of fi lms in the 
documentation centre and accounts 
of escapes over the wall helped us to 
understand how diffi  cult it must have been 
to live in Berlin during the division of East 

and West Germany. To round off  the 
trip, we visited an ice cream parlour to 
sample a Spaghettieis – delicious!

The trip was thoroughly enjoyable and 
Mr Barry and Mrs Sharp would like to 
thank all participants for their excellent 
conduct and cooperation. They were a 
real credit to their parents and The John 
Henry Newman School.



Gym & Dance 2016
The annual stunning display of our 
best choreography and dance talent at 
JHN. This year’s theme was Musical 
Theatre.



CHRISTMAS SHOEBOX APPEAL

Christmas Dinner 2016 

Advent Services 

Rotary Speaks Competition 
At the Rotary Youth Speaks Competition, 
Year 9 (Intermediate) team and Year 13 
(Senior team) both reached the finals.  
They were given a tour of the Council 
Chambers and Parlour by the Mayor of 
Stevenage.
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Head Girl, Head Boy 
Trip to Uganda
Over Christmas 2016 the Head Girl, 
Head Boy team travelled to Uganda, 
to visit the KISS communities in 
Hoima and Kasambya. 
 



Holocaust Memorial Day
On Tuesday 24 January Hertfordshire SACRE 
(Standing Advisory Council for Religious 
Education) hosted their annual Holocaust 
Memorial Day Commemoration at The John 
Henry Newman Catholic School entitled ‘How 
can life go on?’  
The guest speaker was Ivor Perl BEM who 
was just 12 years old when he and his family 
were transported from a Hungarian ghetto to 
Auschwitz-Birkenau in Poland.

It confronted the questions of how can life go 
on after genocide and how people react after 
experiencing such unimaginable suff ering and 
loss. 

The event was created by students from a total 
of six secondary schools from the Hertfordshire 
area and used a variety of drama, fi lm, music, 
art, dance, readings and poetry. In addition, 
JHN students’ art work and a permanent 
commemorative memorial were exhibited.

JANUARY 2017

Peter Pan-to
Each year members of staff  take part in the JHN Staff  Panto, this year’s star studded 
production was Peter-Pan-to.
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Ski Trip 
Our annual Ski Trip took place in 
February half term. 

MARCH 2017

Art and Technology 
Prize

Eleanor Doswora with Stephen 
McPartland MP at the prize-giving 
ceremony on 3rd March in Stevenage 
sponsored by Ajilon and Ogilde. 
Also in the photo are Maja and 
Grace. The winning artwork is on the 
window.

STEM Rotary Tournament
The Design Technology Team took three 
teams of Year 9 designers to the annual 
STEM Rotary Tournament held at the skills 
centre in Stevenage. 

The twelve pupils were given a design 
engineering task and a range of materials 
that they could utilise to accomplish the task.

The task this year was to produce a PIG 
(Pipeline Inspection Gauge) which would 
be capable of progressing down a tube 
clearing debris on the way.  The pupils 
found the task extremely challenging, but 
through excellent teamwork and trial and 
error produced a range of well-engineered 
devices.  Dimensional errors aside the pupils 
successfully completed the task and were 
praised by all of the officials present on their 
engineering and understanding of the task.

This hard work paid off with the John 
Henry Newman School teams achieving 
first and second place in their age group.  
Congratulations to all of the pupils involved 
and we hope that they will be able to utilise 
the valuable skills and knowledge gained 
during the day within their studies.

British Science Week 
Talks
During British Science Week in March, we 
offered talks on Cybersecurity and Digital 
Forensics with STEM Ambassadors Eoin 
Woods and Christy Caldwell (JHN alumni), 
and talks from Antony Wilson, MBE about 
sustainable buildings.
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Showstoppers
On Friday 28th April we were delighted to 
put on our fi rst showstoppers event. 

This was the fi rst of its kind at JHN, an 
evening of musical theatre featuring the 
talented singers of our school. We were 
pleased to collaborate with the Stevenage 
Male Voice Choir for this venture, all working 
together to raise funds for the KiSS charity. 
The concert featured over 100 singers and 
even the staff  choir reformed for the occasion. 
The chamber choir, school choir and various 
soloists performed songs from a selction of 
musicals including Sweeney Todd, Hairspray, 
West Side Story and Mary Poppins. A 
particular highlight of the evening was being 

joined by former student Karen Mavandukure 
who is currently starring as Eff e in Dreamgirls 
at the Savoy Theatre, West End. She 
performed the hit ‘I Am Changing’ from the 
show Dreamgirls. When interviewed after 
the performance about how she felt, singing 
back at her old school, she said she was more 
nervous performing back at JHN than at the 
Savoy because of how much more it means 
to sing back on the JHN stage as this is where 
it all began. The evening really highlighted 
the strength and love of singing in the school 
and we must acknowledge Mrs Lavender our 
singing teacher, Mrs Wright our Chamber 
Choir Director and all the staff  of the music 
department who worked hard putting the 
event together. 

APRIL 2017

Inspiring trip to the 
Paolozzi Exhibition
In May, Whitechapel Art Gallery held a 
retrospective of Eduardo Paolozzi’s work, an 
incredible artist whose work spanned many 
disciplines. 

We took Yr 9 GCSE art students and Yr 12 
A level students to see the exhibit. We also 
saw his mosaics in situ in Tottenham Court 
Road Tube station and squeezed in a quick 
visit to the National Portrait Gallery to see the 
permanent collection

Google AV headsets
On 21st April, pupils and students were able 
to participate in their lessons testing Google 
virtual reality equipment. The expedition 
kits are aimed at creating an immersive 
learning experience.

Year 10 Norfolk 
Geography Trip
Year 10 pupils went to Norfolk on a fi eld trip 
which related to key areas of their studies 
Coastal Landscapes, The Impact of Tourism 
and Data collection for the Fieldwork Exam. 

MAY 2017
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Year 11  Year 11  Year 11  
Dinner and Dinner and Dinner and 

DanceDanceDance



JHNA 10p Challenge
The very successful 10p fundraising challenge, set by the JHNA to form groups in the 
school. 

Raspberry Pi Challenge
JHN took part in the High Altitude 
Ballooning – Pi in the Sky Project.  
Sponsored by Raspberry Pi Foundation 
Cambridge. 

Year 12 students were trained and learnt 
how to plan, design and send up our own 
payload into space.  After two successful 
launches the equipment has now been 
passed onto other schools selected by 
Raspberry Pi Foundation.

Students worked with the local Stevenage 
Radio club who came on site with specialist 
radio equipment to help us learn how to 
track the payload when it was sent into 
space. The two radio professionals who 
worked with us the most and lent us their 
radio equipment were Ed Hornby and 
Bryan Harber, both retired engineers living 
in Stevenage. We were able to bring their 
radio equipment with us when we went to 
the launch site and for tracking purposes 
afterwards.

Through the Cambridge contacts we were 
able to set up a working relationship with 
Random Aerospace Engineering working 

with Steve Randall to successfully complete 
two launches into space from Elsworth, 
Cambridgeshire.
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Year 5 Primary School Visits
Year 5 pupils from our main feeder schools 
visited us to experience life at The John Henry 
Newman Catholic School.  

St Peter and St Paul EW17 
Mass
 

JUNE 2017

Happy 40th Anniversary 
Father Philip!
In May we were delighted to help Fr Philip 
celebrate his 40th Jubilee to the priesthood. 
There was a lovely Mass followed by a 
reception where Father Philip was presented 
with a gift and a magnificent cake to show 
our appreciation for all his hard work over 
those 40 years, many of which have been at 
this school.
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Y e a r  1 3  D i n n e r  &  D a n c e
We rolled out the red carpet for Year 13’s Hollywood 
blockbuster themed Dinner and Dance.



J H N  S P O R T S  AW A R D S  2 0 1 7

Year 7 Sportswoman of the 
Year 2016/17
Laura Stephens

Year 7 Sportsman of the Year 
2016/17
Jacob De Naeyer

Year 8 Sportswoman of the 
Year 2016/17
Roberta Burton 

Year 8 Sportsman of the Year 
2016/17
Joseph McNiff  

Year 9 Sportswoman of the 
Year 2016/17
Darci Puchalski 

Year 9 Sportsman of the Year 
2016/17
Jericko Quitain 

Year 10 Sportswoman of the 
Year 2016/17
Nadia Jibril 

Year 10 Sportsman of the Year 
2016/17
Peter O’brien 

Senior Sportswoman of the 
Year 2016/17
Jess Baird 

Senior Sportsman of the Year 
2016/17
Kit Kerr

Team of the  Year 2016/17
Year 9 Netball Team 

The winners of our JHN Sports Awards 2016/17

Year 7 French Trip to 
Brittany
We came back from Brittany on Friday 30th 
June, having spent fi ve days in St Malo. There 
were two groups, one led by Miss Downing 
and the other by Miss Sharp. Mr Barry, Miss 
Gordine, Mrs White, Mr Gilley, Mr Cipolla, 
Mr Wright, Mrs Sale and Miss Hunter were 
the accompanying staff .

The journey to St Malo started rather early 
but was very straightforward and uneventful, 
punctuated by regular stops. We arrived at the 
hostel at the expected time and settled into our 
rooms just in time for dinner. 

The programme of activities was varied and 
very enjoyable. We visited the Grand Aquarium 
in St Malo. This is always a favourite. We had 
a wonderful and very knowledgeable guide 
who really kept the pupils interested in what 
they saw. They especially liked the sharks with 
their many rows of teeth. The visit in the little 
submarines got everybody excited. The pupils 
enjoyed the visit to the local hypermarket, 
Carrefour, as did the teachers who were able 
to stock up on essentials to bring home such as 
saucisson and cheese.

We also had a guided tour of a privateer’s 
house, with some historical facts mixed with 
legends. As always, we were very impressed 
with the pupils’ behaviour and focus. They 
asked lots of thoughtful and interesting 
questions. Following this visit, the children had 
the opportunity to wander around the old town 

of St Malo in groups. Of course no visit to St 
Malo would be complete without a visit to the 
magnifi cent Mont St Michel. The walk up to the 
Abbey is steep but picturesque and the pupils 
can soak up the atmosphere and smells of the 
many “crêperies” along the route. Our last day 
in Brittany saw us at the Corbac Parc activity 
park. This was a perfect way to end our trip. 
The weather was perfect, not too hot or not too 
cold, so the pupils enjoyed the variety of water 
slides available and even the teachers braved 
the roller coaster. 

Every evening, the children relaxed outside, 
playing football and we went to the beautiful 
beaches just across the road where they paddled 
and burned off  energy in the sand. 

The weather was very good to us and everyone 
had a very enjoyable time. The pupils have 
benefi ted enormously from this trip. They have 
experienced French cuisine at the wonderful 
hostel we stay in, they have learnt new 
vocabulary, experienced some of the French 
culture, seen new sights and made new friends. 
This is what it is all about..

My thanks to all the staff  accompanying us. 
Their hard work and commitment are much 
appreciated.

Miss Downing
Subject Leader and Trip Organiser

The winners of our JHN Sports Awards 2016/17

The John Henry Newman School Chronicle 47



Enrichment Week 2017
The World is Watching proved to be a powerful 
theme for this year’s Enrichment Week. Pupils 
and staff  worked hard throughout the week to 
explore the theme, which was approached from 
many diff erent angles. The Good News channel, 
the way we look at the world in which we live 
and advice to “my year seven self” were all ideas 
the pupils explored within this week. 

Looking at the World in which we live and how 
diff erent it is for others were all considered. 
A number of pupils formed a hard working 
“sweatshop” where they spent two days making 
canvas bags from recycled materials to support 
the KiSS community in Uganda. Miss Hewitson 
delivered over 30 bags to the children in summer. 
This year Enrichment Week has not only enriched 
our own lives in school but also those in Uganda 
too. We hope to develop this aspect of Enrichment 
Week further next year. 



The End of Year Show this year was a 
great collaboration. The students and staff 
exchanged ideas, the Production Arts team 
made it happen and we were lucky enough to 
have our Private View catered by the Year 9s. 
It was a great success and this was due to the 
calibre of the students’ work. 

We showcased work from our Year 13 
BTEC, Year 13 A level and GCSE students. 
We delighted the audience with suspended 
textiles, a cinema booth, portrait paintings...
even a helium balloon. 

END OF YEAR SHOW



Community Mass
Each year JHN hosts a community celebration mass with local feeder Primary schools.  It 
is a fantastic event that brings all the schools together. 
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Duke of Edinburgh Award
Throughout this academic year, 61 Year 10 
pupils have completed four different areas 
of their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award. 
The skill, volunteering and physical area 
have to be completed during the pupils 
own free time, away from school. 

In June and July the pupils took part in 
their expedition. The practice weekend took 
place in the Dunstable Downs, the weekend 
saw pupils learn lots of skills in map 
reading, navigation, looking at bearings, 

camping, cooking on stoves and generally 
understanding how to get from one place to 
another. 

In July the teams went to Wendover Woods 
and completed their qualify weekend. 
Pupils were assessed on everything they 
had learnt in the practice. Some teams got 
lost, some teams excelled and completed it 
with ease, and others rose to the challenge 
they faced. 

On both weekends pupils were amazing 
and I hope they have taken away many 
memories they can cherish.  
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RE Church visits
In July pupils from Year 8 visited local 
Christian churches in Stevenage Old Town. 
This brought to life the RE curriculum they 
are studying. 

Alice’s Adventures in 
Wonderland
 
This year’s Drama Club production was 
‘Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland’. The cast 
from Years 7 to 11 performed wonderfully 
and we look forward to next year’s stunning 
production.
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This year has seen more great success 
for JHN in a wide variety of sports. Our 
students competed and represented the 
school brilliantly.

The netball teams continue to achieve strong 
results, teams from years 7, 8, and 9 winning 
their district league competitions. The 
year 9 team won the England Netball East 
tournament and were recognised for their 
achievements by the JHN PE department 
and The Stevenage Sporting Futures Team, 
winning sports team of the year. 

Strong results continued in football with our 
students playing to a high standard both in 
and out of school. All year groups had good 
seasons, with the year 8 and year 10 teams 
winning their district leagues and the year 
9 team getting to the district fi nal.  The girls 
also had a great year, playing a number of 
fi xtures, as well as, winning the district U14 
futsal competition. 

Our basketball teams had another good year, 
teams from each year group competed in 
their district leagues. The year 9 boys won 
their league in a nail-biting fi nal! Our rugby 
teams are going from strength to strength, 
all teams from years 7, 8, and 9 played very 
well throughout the season. The year 7 
rugby team won their district league and 
playing very well at the Hertfordshire 10s 
tournament. 

In cross-country our students continue to 
achieve great success. Strong results in the 
district cross-country led to our students 
running very well at the Hertfordshire  cross-
country event in St Albans. Special mention 
must go to Laura Stephens, Marian Magboo, 
Ben Walsh, Joseph Gallego, Joshua Akinboro.

In athletics Kit Kerr has become the County 
Combined Events winner; he will now 
go on to represent Hertfordshire in the 
Regional Competition this summer. Kit also 
participated in the  National Under 17 Indoor 
Heptathlon competition.  At district and 
county level we have had many outstanding 
performances with Joe Gallego, Lisa- Marie 

Uzokwe, Laura Stephens, Daniel Streeter and 
Christa Hetherington all being outstanding 
in their own fi elds.

Dance continues to grow within the school. 
We saw 14 of our year 8 girls participate 
in the county schools dance festival in 
St.Albans. Hannah Robinson (year12) and 
Natasha Davis (year 9) won Silver Medals 
representing England at the Dance World 
Cup in Germany and Nicola Harris has been 
part of the  English National Ballet Youth 
Company and is aiming to apply for Ballet 
Schools next year. 

Our cricket teams played very well during 
the summer and the students continue to 
play in the local area outside of school. 
Teams from year 7, year 8 and years 9 and 10 
combined, competed strongly in the district 
with the year 7 team ending the league 
season unbeaten. 

The school continues to enter a wide variety 
of events run by the Stevenage Sporting 
Futures team (SFT) and have been victorious 
in a number of these including badminton, 
trampoline, indoor athletics, futsal, and 
golf. Our sports leaders work alongside the 
SFT throughout the year at various events 
gaining valuable leadership experience. At 
the recent SFT awards ceremony not only 
was our year 9 netball team a winner but Jess 
Baird won the SFT KS4 young leader of the 
year and Daniel Murtagh won Key Stage 3 
sporting achiever.

Year 9 Basketball District Champions
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Last night Emily and I attended the Stevenage Sporting future’s awards ceremo-
ny. A number of our pupils had been nominated for awards and the winners are 
listed below.  Emily has some photo’s which she will share also.
Well done to all of the pupils, an outstanding achievement!!
 
Jessica Baird- year 11- KS 4 winner for volunteer of the year
Daniel Murtagh- year 8- KS3 winner for sporting achievements
Gabby Albanese – ex –JHN pupil- Sports apprentice of the year
Year 9 netball team- Team of the year.
 
The awards are for any school (secondary and primary) in Stevenage and there-
fore we are very proud of these students!
Thanks,

Higher achievements
Megan Warren and Maisie Canon 
were selected from Hertfordshire 
for the England Netball pathway. 
The girls will train as Elite netball 
players.

Imogen Chastell reached the 
National Finals for the Omnium (5 
events) in cycling. In March, Imogen 
fi nished in the top 10 in the country 
road/track cycling.

Tom Smith  played football for U15s 
Arsenal FC and U15s England. He 
has been named in the squad for the 
U16s also.

Ellen Day played for Chelsea U15s 
this year and signed to play for 
Tottenham U16s next year.

Erika Magpantay is training at 
Lilleshall/ Newport with the 
GB Squad for gymnastics.  Erika 
has been off ered National Squad 
training with the England team this 
year and will be attending training 
for the British Championships in 
March 2018.

Jack Munson has been representing 
England in a number of golf 
tournaments over the last couple 
of seasons.  Jack represented 
Hertfordshire schools in the All 
England golf tournament in Summer 
2017.

Laura Copping continues her 
outstanding performances in 
swimming.  She swam in the 
Catholic schools games in Italy 
where she broke two relay records. 
She competed in the British 
nationals in summer 2017.

Daniel Murtagh participated 
in the Regional Swimming 
Championships.  He has been 
ranked 6th in Great Britain earning 
him an invitation to the British 
National Summer Championships.

Year 9 Netball Team - England Netball East Tournament

Laura Copping competed in British 
Nationals Summer 2017

Higher achievements
Exam Results 2017
GCSE RESULTS

85% of pupils achieved 5 high grade (A* - C) GCSE passes (79% including English and Maths).  
32% of all grades awarded were at A* or A and the proportion of pupils gaining 8 or more high 
grade passes was 73%.

The following pupils were awarded A* or A grades for at least 9 of their GCSE courses:

Gregory Babik 9 Eve Cranny 10 Liss Suresh 10

Emily Barr 9 Ania Farthing 10 Mia Sutton-Day 10
Samuel Hartnack 9 Katherine Foster 10 Sam Tisi 10
Stephen Javate 9 Lewis Frame 10 Emily Brouat 11
Callum Latter 9 Charlotte Kasperowicz 10 Steven Elliott 11
Daniel McKenna 9 Eva Mulligan 10 Mevanti Fernando 11
Christian Messore 9 Orla Norman 10 Caitlin O'Connor 11
Raul Phillips 9 Stefy Sunil 10 Ruairi Phelan 11
Katherine Aldaba 10

GCSE 2015 2016 2017 Average for 
last 3 years

Percentage of pupils who gained 
5 or more A*- C 87% 78% 85% 83%

Percentage of grades awarded at 
A* - A 36% 29% 32% 32%

Percentage of pupils with 5 
GCSE A* - C grades, including 
English and Maths

81% 73% 79% 78%

GCE A-Level 2013 2014 2015 Average for 
last 3 years

A Level pass rate 99% 98% 99% 99%

Percentage of grades 

awarded at A* - A 22% 20% 32% 25%

Number of students to univer-
sity 180 153 146 167
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A Level and BTEC Diploma/Subsidiary Diploma
The A Level pass rate was 99%, with over 59% of grades being awarded at the highest levels of A* to B.   
78% of the total BTEC grades were awarded at Distinction* or Distinction.

The following students achieved passes with grades of A,A,B or higher (or BTEC equivalent). 

Ben Ashworth Dist*,Dist*,B,C Shaun McGown A*,A*,A
Laura Baldwin Dist*,Dist,B,B William Moulds Dist*,Dist,Dist
Andre Baron Dist,Dist,A James Moultrie A,A,B
Genesis Baron Dist*,Dist*,Merit,Pass Kate Newby A*,A*,A,A
Iesleen Bartolome A,A,A Daniel Newman-

Sanders
A*,A,A,B

Carl Berezowy Dist*,Dist,Dist Thomas Nicholas A,A,A
Daniela Bianchi Dist*,Dist*,B Gabrielle O'brien Dist*,Dist*,Dist*,B
Darcie Blackwell Dist*,Dist*,B,B Sara Ocampo Dist,Dist,A
Sara Brady Dist*,Dist*,A Finn O'connor A*,A,A
Adam Canny A*,A,B Eda O'donnell A,A,B
William Cartledge A*,A*,B,B Laura Persichillo Dist*,Dist*,Dist*
Francis Cross A,A,B Joyal Raju A*,A,A
Mae Elmes A,A,A Olivia Rose-Grey A*,A,A
Tommy Farrell A*,A,A Edward Routh A*,A,A
Mufaro Hapaguti Dist,Dist,Merit Harry Rowland A,A,B
Erin Hendley Dist,Dist,Merit,Merit James Ryan A*,A*,A,A
Rachel Hetherington Dist*,Dist*,A* George Sackey Dist*,Dist*,B
Nishanth Irimpen A*,A,A Patrick Samiano Dist*,Dist,Dist,Merit

Aaron John A,A,A Jack Sarwa A*,A,B

Joseph Jordan A*,A,B Mathews Sebastian Dist*,Dist,Dist,Merit,Merit

Jane Jose A*,A*,A Sudara Senaratne Dist*,Dist*,A,B
Christopher Kilgallon Dist*,Dist,Dist Joshua Smyth Dist*,Dist*,A,C
Roisin Knappert A*,A,B Laura Spencer A*,A*,A*,A*
Luke Latter A*,A*,A* Lorenzo Tamburello A*,A*,A

Amelia Lawn Dist*,Dist*,A Alexander Thornton A*,A*,A*
Kieron Lee Dist,Dist,Merit,Pass Fiona Thornton A,A,A
Emily-Jane Loughrey A,A,A Jamie Thurley Dist*,Dist*,Dist

Alessandro Lucas Bautista A*,A*,A*,A,B Julian Tubb A*,A*,B
Divine Maduka A,A,A Dominic Waddell A,A,B
Liwia Malecka A*,A,B,C Elle Wallbank Dist*,Dist,Merit

Georgia Mason Dist*,Dist*,B,C Philip Willey- 
Toledo

A*,A*,A

Madeleine McConnell-
Smith

Dist*,Dist,Dist,D

(D* = Distinction*,  Dis = Distinction)
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Cover image is from our 2017 Drama Club 
production of Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland

Many of the photographs within this publication  
were taken by our talented pupils and students 


