
In Year 8 Spanish the pupils will continue to develop the four skills: reading, listening, speaking and writing, through a variety of topics ranging from holidays 
to everyday life and routines. The units are sequenced in a way in which new layers of new content (grammar and vocabulary) add to the foundational work 
done in Year 7; concepts like adjectival agreement, conjugations and infinitives, opinion phrases will be revisited, and new concepts like the past tense, 
reflexive verbs, impersonal expressions will be introduced. There will be an opportunity to develop cultural awareness too through the festivals project. 
 

Year group: 8 

Subject: Spanish 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Content 

 

 

What will I learn? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do I need to 

know? 

I will learn 

about: Holiday 

activities and 

modes of 

transport 

To describe a 

past holiday, 

how I went 

there, what I did, 

and what was it 

like. I will learn 

to make a 

presentation 

about my 

holidays. 

I will know that: 

Ser and ir are 

irregular verbs 

in the past tense. 

I will learn 

about: What I use 

my phone for, to 

express opinions 

about the music I 

like and my 

favourite TV 

shows, as well as 

use the past 

tense to say what 

I did recently. 

 

 

 

I will know that: 

 

I will learn 

about: Food 

Saying what 

food I like, 

describing 

mealtimes, 

ordering a 

meal, 

organising a 

party, and 

giving an 

account of a 

party. 

 

I will know 

that: 

I will learn 

about: Making 

plans to go out 

and describing 

my daily 

routine, as well 

as to describe 

clothes in 

Spanish. 

 

 

 

 

I will know 

that: 

I will learn about:  

Holiday homes, 

what holiday 

activities can be 

done in different 

regions, asking for 

directions, and 

talking about 

summer camps. 

 

 

 

I will know that: 

The superlative in 

Spanish is similar 

to English. 

I will learn about:  

Different Hispanic 

festivals from around 

the world. 

I will know that: 

Fiestas are very 

important social and 

cultural events, with 

traditions that go back 

thousands of years. 

Key terms: 

Fiesta 

Tradición 

Celebraciones 

San Fermín 
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I will learn to 

conjugate –ar  –

er and –ir verbs 

in past tense. 

 

 

 

 

Key terms: 

Preterite tense 

Irregular verb 

Photo card 

Irregular verbs 

can change their 

“stem”  

How to use the 

comparative in 

Spanish. 

Revise the past 

tense 

 

 

Key terms: 

Irregular verb 

and “boot” verb: 

Hacer in past 

tense, preferir in 

present tense. 

The comparative 

Time markers for 

past and present. 

Many words 

in this topic 

are cognates. 

There are 

“double 

negatives” in 

Spanish. 

About the use 

of “formal 

you” in 

Spanish. 

 

Key terms: 

Cognate 

Usted/ustedes 

Near future 

Double 

negative 

Querer and 

poder are stem-

chaning verbs. 

How to 

conjugate 

reflexive verbs 

in Spanish, at 

least in 1st 

person. 

Develop an 

awareness of 

the conditional 

tense and to use 

it in 1st and 2nd 

person. 

 

Key terms: 

Conditional 

tense 

Reflexive verbs 

“Se puede” is an 

impersonal verb. 

There is a mood 

called the 

imperative. 

 

 

Key terms: 

Impersonal 

expressions 

The imperative 

The superlative 

Se puede + 

infinitive 

La Tomatina 

El día de muertos 
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Stem-changing 

verbs 

 

Skills/applications 

 

What will I learn 

to do? 

I will learn 

(how) to: 

Develop an 

ability to 

describe a photo 

and make a 

presentation 

about holidays. 

Conjugate the 

verb “ser” in 

preterite tense  

Conjugate “ir” in 

preterite tense 

The full 

paradigm of –ar 

verbs in 

preterite. 

I will learn (how) 

to: 

Conjugate the 

irregular verb 

“Hacer” (to do) 

in past tense. 

Talk about free 

time using both 

present and past 

tense. 

Expressions 

opinions using 

the comparative. 

Using the 

irregular verb 

“prefiero”. 

I will learn 

(how) to: 

Conjugate the 

2nd person into 

formal forms. 

Change the 

endings of 

opinion verbs 

when 

required. 

Describe a 

photo. 

Use three 

tenses together 

in one 

paragraph/text. 

I will learn 

(how) to: 

To conjugate 

the conditional 

tense to express 

opinions. 

To conjugate 

irregular verbs 

“querer” and 

“poder” 

To use reflexive 

verbs 

To develop an 

awareness of 

modal verbs in 

Spanish. 

I will learn (how) 

to: 

Use the superlative 

to expand my range 

of opinion phrases. 

Use the imperative 

to give directions. 

Use the impersonal 

expression “se 

puede + infinitive” 

in order to say what 

can be done in a 

city or region. 

How to talk about a 

summer camp. 

I will learn (how) to: 

 

Research and write 

about a Hispanic 

festival and what it 

means for the 

members of the 

community. 
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Produce short 

sentences with 

good 

pronunciation 

and intonation 

 

 

Recognise the 

question “¿Qué 

hiciste ayer?” 

 

To use 

this/these in 

Spanish 

To describe 

clothes 

Key questions that 

I will have to 

consider in the 

unit. 

“¿Adónde fuiste 

de vacaciones?” 

“¿Cómo fuiste?” 

“¿Con quién 

fuiste?” 

“¿Cómo fue?” 

“¿Qué haces con 

tu móvil?” 

¿Qué tipo de 

música te gusta? 

“¿Qué 

prefieres?” 

¿Qué hiciste 

ayer? 

¿Qué te gusta 

comer? 

¿Qué 

desayunas? 

¿Qué van a 

tomar? 

¿Qué vamos a 

comprar? 

¿Te gustaría 

ir…? 

¿Quieres…? 

¿Qué hacemos? 

¿Cómo te 

preparas? 

¿Qué vas a 

llevar? 

¿Qué casa 

prefieres? 

¿Qué se puede 

hacer en…? 

¿Dónde está? 

 

How will my 

learning be 

assessed? 

Speaking; 

Listening 

 

Writing; 

listening 
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How does this 

help with my 

understanding 

beyond the 

subject? 

literacy/ 

numeracy/ SMSC 

education 

(Spiritual, moral, 

social, cultural/ 

HEROs/ Careers 

awareness 

capabilities  

Awareness of 

grammatical 

terms in English 

Awareness of the 

geography of 

Hispanic 

countries  

Learning about 

Spanish TV 

shows and 

singers/bands. 

Differences 

between 

Spanish and 

English 

mealtimes and 

eating habits. 

 

 

Understanding 

what the daily 

routine of an 

young person 

in Spain is like. 

Comparing 

fashion trends. 

Learning about, 

and comparing 

summer camps in 

different Hispanic 

regions. 

Learning about the 

Balearic Islands, 

and the north of 

Spain. 

 

How does this 

link to learning I 

have done before 

or am going to 

experience later? 

Revisiting the 

concept of 

conjugating 

verbs.  

Applying this to 

a new time frame 

(past tense). 

Linking this 

topic to present 

Revisiting 

present tense 

verbs and the 

concept of 

irregular verbs. 

Learning how to 

use the 

comparative, 

which will be 

Revisiting the 

comparative, 

as well as 

adjectival 

agreement. 

Revisiting the 

future tense in 

order to say 

what you are 

Continue to 

practise the use 

three tenses in a 

text. 

Adding querer 

and poder to 

the list of 

irregular verbs 

already learnt. 

Continue to 

practise the use 

three tenses in a 

text. 

Adding “se puede” 

to the list of two-

verb structures that 

are constructed 

with infinitives. 
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and near future 

tenses learnt in 

Year 7, and 

preparing for 

unit 2 

(describing free 

time activities in 

past tense). 

 

used in the 

following units. 

going to 

have/buy. 

Using past, 

present and 

future together 

in one text 

(key skill at 

GCSE). 

Develop an 

ability to use 

reflexive verbs 

and conditional 

tense with 

GCSE as an 

endpoint. 

Learning more 

about the 

comparative and 

adding the 

superlative. 

What can I do at 

home (with my 

family) to develop 

my understanding 

further? 

      

 


