
Welcome to the last Year 9 Newsletter of the academic year.  It has been a 
challenging year for the pupils for many different reasons.  There has been a 
distinct shift in workload now that GCSE work has begun in all subject areas.  Your 
children have stepped up to this challenge and I am proud of the way that they are 
tackling the work they are doing with maturity and confidence.  This was especially 
noticeable during the End of Year Exam week that really gave pupils an insight into 
expectations of their courses. 
The final Learning Review for the year should be with you by now; this would have 
given you two pieces of information relating to data.  The first is the external GCSE 
target and the second is the class teacher’s MLG (Most Likely Grade).  Both of these 
are for the end of Year 11 and so please do not be alarmed if these grades were not 
achieved by the end of Year 9.  I have asked all pupils to reflect upon this with their 
friends and peers in form time.  Please, also, have a conversation at home so you too 
are part of the review process. 
As we move into Year 10, it is important that all pupils continue to manage their 
time effectively. Please encourage them to utilise some of the summer break to 
target any areas of the curriculum that they need to improve on so that they are 
fully prepared for the next year of study.  In September it will be vital that all have 
a plan of action for keeping on top of home learning, deadlines and revision so that 
they can be as successful as possible. 
The year group met with Mr Mathew earlier this term and he spoke about the 
importance of the way we interact with others.  I wanted to share with you the 
following advice given to all pupils. Before you speak, THINK 
T – Is it truthful?

H – Is it helpful?

I – Is it inspiring?

N – Is it necessary?

K – Is it kind? 
I hope we can all agree that this mantra is of immense value and I have encouraged 
all the pupils to really acknowledge those questions posed above.  The theme of 
Enrichment Week this year was ‘We not Me’ and, tied in with the year group’s mass 
on the Wednesday, we focussed our attention again on treating others how we 
would like to be treated.  This is an important message for all of us, not just sent out 
from school but as a message from Christ. Thank you for your continued support 
throughout the year, without this the children simply would not be as successful.  I 
wish you and you families a restful and relaxing summer break and I look forward 
to coming back together with the year group as we start Year 10 in September.

Mr N Barry - Year 9 Learning Coordinator
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Science - Mrs E Abrey
Year 9 pupils are making good progress with all parts 
of the AQA GCSE Combined Science (Trilogy) course.  A 
decision will be made soon as to which pupils will be 
studying the separate Science GCSE courses in Years 10 
and 11.  This decision will be made by staff using the 
results from tests and the end of year exams that pupils 
have done in Year 9.  

Many resources for the new GCSE courses are now 
available.  Please make sure that the resources are 
specific to the AQA Trilogy Science course at this stage.  
Some useful online revision resources may be found on 

Youtube such as my-gcsescience revision videos (https://
www.youtube.com/user/myGCSEscience) and Free 
science lessons (https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCqbOeHaAUXw9Il7sBVG3_bw/playlists?shelf_
id=16&sort=dd&view=50 ).

BBC Bitesize has now been updated for the GCSE Science 
courses and contains revision notes, videos and quick tests 
as well as some exam style questions

Specifications can be found on the AQA website:

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse

If you have any questions regarding the GCSE Science 
course please contact your child’s Science teacher.

Maths - Mr K Thompson 
Year 9 pupils have worked hard this year and made great 
strides in getting through a good chunk of the GCSE 
course content.  Next year we will have an extra set and 
there will be changes to groupings as a result of this.  
Please be assured that whichever set your child ends is in, 
they will be taught the course content appropriate to them.  
We will also continue to monitor the pupils’ progress and 
make changes to setting where we think it is appropriate.  I 
would like to take this opportunity to ask you to continue 
to encourage your child to make the best use of the huge 
amount of free on-line resources while they are at home.  
There are far too many to mention them all, but when your 
child is stuck on his/her homework, CorbettMaths in 
particular, is excellent.  Here, they can find videos which 
will explain every topic on the syllabus.  They can also 
look at MyMaths, BBC Bitesize and YouTube, among many 
others.

We will adopt a new system for homework next year, 
which some pupils have already had the opportunity to try 
out this term.  It is called ‘HegartyMaths’, and is an online 
system that works in two parts: a video and a quiz.  The 
video is best used as a revision aid, which includes 
examples similar to the questions that then appear in the 
quiz.  It is important to be clear that although this is an 
online system, the homework is very much a written piece 
of work, in two parts.  Your child should make revision 
notes from the video as one part, then completed the quiz 
in their books as a second part.  The answers can then be 
put into the system to check if they are correct.  Used 
correctly this system should help your child become a 
much more independent learner of mathematics.  

Overall, I am pleased with the progress Year 9 pupils have 
made this year, and look forward to them being able to 
build further on this in Year 10.  Please do not hesitate to 
contact me if you have any concerns or queries, and I hope 
you all enjoy the summer break.

English - Mrs J Crump
Pupils have just finished studying a section of the poetry 
unit for Literature paper 2.  They will have developed their 
analysis and comparative skills and will revisit this unit at 
the end of Year 10.  It is crucial that pupils now look after 
their poetry anthology, or give it in to their class teacher 
for safe keeping!

This half term has been spent researching and presenting 
a topic of their own choosing to form the speaking and 
listening assessment for GCSE.  Pupils are expected to 
deliver high quality presentations and must be prepared to 
answer questions about their topic from their peers.  Some 
of these presentations will be recorded in class and used 
for moderation by the exam board.

OCR Sport Science - 
Mrs J Tembey 
The Year 9 pupils have just start their first official 
assignment titled “Applying Principles of Training”
They have been studying aerobic and anaerobic activities 

and components of fitness. 
In September, they will be looking at assessing 
components of fitness and conducting fitness tests. Two 
useful websites to look at over the summer are below:
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/zyqd2p3/revision/2
https://www.shape.com/fitness/trends/15-next-big-fitness-
trends

GCSE Dance - Mrs J Tembey
The Year 9 dancers have worked exceptionally hard this 
academic year.  We mapped out the year in the lesson last 
week and we can’t believe how much we have covered.  
We still have one set phrase to learn-“breathe” which we 
will complete in term 1 as well as four set works to cover.  

We have learnt about “A Linha Curva “ and “Emancipation 
of Expressionism” - a hip hop piece.  We invited in 
Warriorz street dance group to teach a workshop to help 
us with the understanding of this style of dance.  This was 
very useful and exciting and we look forward to 
showcasing more of this at the dance display in December!



RE - Mrs A Berwick
Year 9 have had a very productive year, working their 
way through three out of eight units of their GCSE course.  
They will conclude the Catholic Christianity Beliefs and 
Practices content in September and will then be picking up 
the final Judaism unit, Judaism Beliefs and Practices, after 
that.  Many of the pupils now have multiple books, keeping 
their Catholic Christianity and Judaism learning separate.  
Please do encourage pupils to keep their books safe over the 
summer holiday as they will be returning to work in new 
groups and some with new class teachers.

As pupils start Year 10 you may wish to supplement their 
learning with a revision guide.  There are two available, 
which I have detailed below.  Both have their own merits 
and you may not wish to purchase both, so please ask your 
son or daughter to speak to their RE teacher for any 
guidance before you buy.

Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies A (9-1): Catholic 
Christianity with Islam and Judaism Revision Guide, Andy 
Lewis, OUP Oxford (1 Mar. 2018)
My Revision Notes Edexcel Religious Studies for GCSE (9-
1): Catholic Christianity (Specification A): Faith and Practice 
in the 21st Century, Victor W. Watton, Hodder Education 
(29 Dec. 2017)

Finally, many you will have heard that we are saying 
goodbye to Miss Nairn who joined our department in 
September.  Miss Nairn has worked with enthusiasm and 
commitment and we will miss her contribution greatly.  We 
wish her every success in her new post. 

On behalf of the whole department we would like to thank 
you for your support over the past year and look forward to 
working with you all in Year 10.  Have a wonderful 
summer.

GCSE PE - Mrs J Tembey
The Year 9 cohort have completed 2 units of the theory 
course and will move onto learning sports psychology and 
biomechanics in sport in Year 10.  The groups will be set 
from September based on this year.  We have found this to 
be extremely beneficial in previous years to ensure learning 
at the correct pace for all abilities.  Pupils have also loosely 
selected the sports they would like to be assessed in next 
year.  This, with teacher input, means we can ensure we are 

using time appropriately throughout Year 10.  This can all 
change as we move forwards and is not set in stone.  It is 
vital that pupils are filmed performing in activities they do 
outside of school and guidance has been provided for this.  
However, if you are at all unsure please do not hesitate to 
contact myself or your child’s teacher.  As we move into 
Year 10 the pupils will now have three theory lessons a 
fortnight and only one practical to ensure we have enough 
time to cover all of the vast theory elements in depth in 
preparation for the written exams. 

Drama - Mr M Wyman
This term pupils have been focusing on Component 3 (40% 
written exam). They have been studying the play DNA 
(section A) where they have been analysing the play and 
The Woman in Black production (section B) where they 
have been working on practice questions  in preparation 
for their mock. Pupils will now focus on looking back over 
their mock papers and work out what they need to do to 
improve their individual marks and grades. 

Next term pupils will embark on their practical preparation 
for their Component 1 devising exam, which is worth 40% 
of their overall drama level. For this pupils will be in groups 

and this will be performed to the public in the spring term 
2020. Whilst they go through this practical process pupils 
must make sure that they write a running diary each lesson 
of their research and practical ideas; therefore they will 
need to make sure they have a notebook and correct 
equipment. After completing the performance pupils will 
then be expected to write a 2000 word portfolio reflecting 
on the development process andfinal performance.

Pupils will also be given the opportunity to go to the theatre 
to watch a professional production in November, which 
will support section B of their written exam 
(Component 3).  Information about this will be sent out in a 
letter at the beginning of next term.

Modern Foreign Languages - 
Miss D Downing 

The pupils are working hard in their GCSE lessons.  We 
use the AQA board for French, Italian and Spanish.  All 
pupils are assessed in four skills; each skill is worth 25% of 
the GCSE grade and all exams will take place at the end of 
Year 11.  Pupils will be doing lots of practice in class and it 
is essential that they consolidate this at home by regularly 
revising topics, grammar structures and vocabulary covered 
in class. 

Here are the links to the specifications: 
French: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/ 

french-8658 
Italian: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/
italian-8633 
Spanish: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/ gcse/ 
spanish-8698 

All pupils studying French, Italian and Spanish have been 
given a login to the GCSE textbook we are using which 
follows the new GCSE specification.  The Quizlet app is a 
great tool for practising and learning vocabulary (it’s free) 
and we are using this and adding sets of words regularly.  
If you have any questions about your son/daughter’s GCSE 
in languages, please do not hesitate to contact me or their 
teacher.

I wish all pupils and parents a lovely summer break.



Creative iMedia - Mr K Flain 

The Year 9 pupils have completed a large part of their 
exam unit on Pre Production Skills.  They will sit a 
written exam on this topic at the end of Year 10.  We 
will revisit this unit of work in the spring term next 
year.  The pupils have recently started a new unit 
called “Creating Digital Graphics”.  We are currently 
completing the first section on the purpose and 
properties of digital graphics. 

Pupils have been allocated either a book cover, a 
record sleeve or a magazine advert.  They will need 
to create these, using either Photoshop or Fireworks.  
We will be starting this in September.

Design and Technology - 
Mrs S Gallagher 

Pupils are really engaging with the content of the new GCSE 
and all achieved well in their summer assessment.  The new 
qualification is modern and relevant, enabling the pupils 
to learn about contemporary technologies, materials and 
processes, as well as established practices.

The new GCSE places greater emphasis on understanding 
and applying iterative design processes, designing, making, 
evaluating and redesigning.  An example of this is James 
Dyson and his development of the Dyson cleaner.  The 
summer holidays may provide the opportunity to visit the 
Design Museum in London, the world’s leading museum 
devoted to contemporary design in every form from ar-
chitecture and fashion to graphics, product and industrial 
design. https://designmuseum.org The museum offers an 
introduction to the history of contemporary design with free 
display Designer Maker User, and opportunities to explore 
the present and future of design through a programme of 
temporary exhibitions and displays.  
Exploring exhibitions and their design, from specialist 
shows including Christian Dior and Mary Quant at the V&A 
https://www.vam.ac.uk and the Science Museum is a 
valuable way of building the pupils knowledge and 
understanding.  Pupils are developing the skills to use their 
creativity and imagination to design and make prototypes 
that solve real and relevant problems, considering their own 
and others’ needs, wants and values.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any 
concerns or queries, and I hope you all enjoy the summer 
break.

Business Studies - 
Mr K Flain 

Year 9 have had a really strong start to their Business 
GCSE.  Since the start of the year, pupils have been 
learning about the process involved when preparing 
to launch a new business idea.  More recently, pupils 
have learnt about the financial aspects to this such as 
sources of finance depending on the business size, 
how to calculate your total costs, revenue and profit, 
and how to measure the break-even level.  All of this 
subject knowledge requires a mature and focused 
approach to the course and pupils have progressed 
well.  Moving into Year 10, we will continue with 
Theme 1 of the course and start looking at how to 
make a business start-up effective, looking to see if the 
location is appropriate, how to adapt the marketing 
mix to meet customer needs and finally, how to bring 
ideas and research together by creating a business 
plan. 

I wish all pupils a lovely summer break and look 
forward to seeing them back in school in September! 

Computer Science - Mr K 
Flain 

Year 9 pupils have been starting to learn more 
advanced programming techniques.  This includes 
making reading and writing data to a text file.  This 
now enables pupils to build programs that can store 
data.  Over the summer pupils will need to practise 
putting together all the programming techniques they 
have learnt.  They will be supplied with a series of 
programming tasks to help them with this. At the start 
of Year 10, pupils will complete the programming 
project.  This is a 20 hour project that will require 
pupils to analyse a problem, design a solution, code a 
solution, test it and then evaluate their program.  This 
is a requirement of the course and will take the first 
term to complete. 

Child Development - 
Mrs A Taylor & Mrs A Ramsey
Mrs Ramsey
We are continuing to work on the exam unit of the Child 
Development course.  Currently we are learning about 
pregnancy and labour.  The pupils have found that there are 
many new medical terms to get used to using so it is impor-
tant that pupils make a glossary and learn the meaning of 
the words.

Mrs Taylor
We are in the process of completing RO19 coursework and 
this will carry on into Year 10.  The pupils have worked very 
hard and have learnt how to research material methodical-
ly and use it to inform their coursework.  They have learnt 
about nutrition for 0 to 5 year old children and they have 
enjoyed making a bottle of formula milk for a baby.

If you require any further information, please don’t hesitate 
to contact us. Thank you for your ongoing support.



Art, Craft, Design/Graphics 
Communication and Textile 
Design - Mrs L Borrington
We hope that the Year 9 pupils have enjoyed a year of 
learning about artists and experiencing a range of 
different, materials, techniques and processes. 

The new academic year we will start a new project that 
will become the preparation work for their mock exam 
later in the year.  More detailed information about this 
will be shared closer to the time. 

The summer holiday will be a perfect opportunity to get 
out and experience artworks in the flesh as well as find 
new sources of inspiration.  It is just a case of being 
prepared with a camera and a sketchbook. 

The JHN website has some useful resources that the 
pupils could use over the holidays to help.  This includes 
a list of current exhibitions along with some resources of 
how to get inspiration for drawings and how to research 
the work of others.  There are also great programmes like 
Tateshots (available via the Tate Website) and 
documentaries on the BBC iplayer that can be useful 
to look at in order to broaden the student’s view of the 
subject. 

Some quirky games can be found via the Tate Website 
here: https://www.tate.org.uk/kids.  I know it may seem 
odd to suggest such games, however sometimes resources 
like these can be a good way of getting the pupils to 
understand more difficult concepts.  For example check 
out the information on the amazing Frank Bowling. 

We hope your children have a restful break and come 
back full of new ideas!

History - Mrs L Naylor 
Year 9 pupils have followed the Edexcel GCSE (9-1) 
History Medicine Through Time, c1250-Present and The 
British Sector of the Western Front, 1914-18: surgery and 
treatment. It was in this unit that they sat a mock exam in 
June.  The current unit they are studying is Superpower 
Relations and the Cold War, 1941-91.  Pupils are all given 
access to resources to use in class and relevant 
information sheets are made available on 
ShowMyHomework.  

It would be great if you could support your child by  
talking to them about the periods of history they are  
studying, as it isn’t just knowledge which they need in  
order to get grades, but also an understanding of different  
interpretations and debates.  
A great resource to help support pupils is the 
BBC Bitesize website:  

https://www.bbc.com/education/examspecs/zwwxqhv 
You may also wish to take them to visit useful museums  
for past and future topics.  

The medical museums website has details of many  
museums in London that would be particularly useful for  
the Medicine course http://medicalmuseums.org/ 
The Imperial War Museum, http://www.iwm.org.uk/  
visits/iwm-london would be particularly useful for the 
America courses.  

A great place to visit to find out more about Elizabethan  
England would be Hatfield House, http://www.hat-
field-house.co.uk/ 

If you require any further information, please don’t  
hesitate to contact your son/daughter’s History teacher. 
 

Thank you for your ongoing support.  

Geography - Miss A Routledge
The Year 9 Geographers have worked hard this term and 
are half way through their second unit of the GCSE 
(People of the UK).  This unit is a perfect opportunity to 
make more links to the world around them and to bring 
those examples into their work in class.  We cover a wide 
range of current topics including UK trade, migration to 
the UK, how areas are being regenerated and the impacts 
of the UK’s population becoming older. 

We will complete the current unit in September so it is 
important they look over their notes before returning so 
it is fresh in their minds to pick up where we left off.  We 
will continue looking at the UK in terms of coasts, rivers 

and energy consumption in Year 10. Therefore, I would 
like to encourage your Geographer to continue to keep 
an eye on the news to continue to make links within their 
studies. 

As we move into Year 10 we do encourage pupils to 
purchase a course specific revision guide.  These can be 
brought from the Geography department for £7 (slightly 
cheaper than online).  They contain exam style questions 
and free mark schemes can be found online.  Please speak 
to your child’s Geography teacher should you have any 
questions. 

We wish the Geographers a restful summer break and 
thank you for your support this year.

Useful Information
There are many useful websites available to 
support studying, including:

• www.bbc.co.uk/education
• www.mymaths.co.uk 

• www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse - For  
Science Papers & Mark Schemes 

• www.getrevising.co.uk
• www.studyspanish.com

There are also many apps worth trying out, 
including Memrise, Gojimo, Quizlet and Anki, to name 
just a few.


