
Welcome to The Saint John Henry Newman School. The next steps in your child’s educational journey 
to secondary school will be incredibly exciting, challenging and rewarding. We are also aware that the 
transition process itself is bound to be a time of slight anxiety for you all, but please do not worry as you are 
joining a school community that will encourage and enable your child to shine. 
We will be sharing lots of information with you over the next few months. Much of what you need to know 
can be found on our website and we encourage you to begin to explore some of the content if you wish.  
The most relevant part of the website can be found here: http://www.jhn.herts.sch.uk/417/joining-jhn
 Over the next term we will guide you through a process of transition in order to build strong relationships 
with you and a firm foundation for a very successful induction into your child’s new school. We look forward 
to welcoming you and your child to our school for a short meeting after Easter. We are also hopeful that we 
might be able to include visits to the feeder primary schools, the New Intake Evenings and a transition day 
in the second part of the Summer Term. 
In this newsletter, you will hear from the key members of staff who will be working with Year 7.

Thank you for choosing our school; I promise, on behalf of everyone in the 
school, that we will do our very best for you over the next seven years. 
We look forward to meeting you all and starting the process of joining our 
school community.
Have a great summer,
God bless,
Mr Mathew.

My name is Mr Hewitson and I am really looking forward to you joining us 
at the Saint John Henry Newman School next year. I look after all of the 
children from Year 7 through to Year 9 and help to make sure that they 
are happy, safe and successful in school. When you join the school, I will 
be looking after you too. I am a Religious Education teacher and I have 
been working here for 15 years and so there are not many school-based 
problems that we, between us, cannot solve together. I look forward to 
meeting you all soon and learning all about you. 
Mr.Hewitson – Head of Lower School
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Hello, my name is Miss Hunter and I will be the Head of Year 7. I am 
currently the Head of Year 8 and teach Psychology to Year 12’s and 13’s;  
if you have any older siblings, they may already know me. I am very excited 
to meet each of you and help support you on your journey into The Saint 
John Henry Newman school. My goal is to help each of you in becoming 
confident individuals and in successfully joining our community. We have 
many aspects to our community beyond the lessons - amazing sporting 
teams, drama club, music lessons and many more opportunities. I look 
forward to meeting you all in the upcoming months. 
Miss Hunter – Year 8 Learning Coordinator

I would like to introduce myself, I am Miss Downing and my job is the school 
SENDCo. My job means I am in charge of those students who may need support 
to access their learning due to a very wide variety of reasons. This means that 
they are able to thrive in our school community like everybody else. I work closely 
with all the staff in the school and with the families and student to ensure this is 
happening. I have been working at SJHN for 8 years and I love it.
Welcome to our school; I look forward to meeting you and working with you.
Miss Downing
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I am delighted and very excited that you have chosen the Saint John 
Henry Newman School for your child. I also appreciate the enormous 
responsibility you will entrust to us, and I would like to reassure you that 
we will work together to ensure that the transition to secondary school is 
enjoyable and as straightforward as possible. I am really looking forward 
to meeting you and getting to know you all.
Mrs Shephard – Transition Coordinator
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