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It has been a challenging time for Year 10 since lockdown began back in March. I 

know how difficult it is to be away from school and the usual routines and 

procedures that help us get through day to day life. Thank you for all the support 

you have shown your children with home schooling and thank you for your support 

of the class teachers in what has been the most unusual time.  I also know how 

difficult it can be working without an endpoint in sight and without answers to 

questions about how things will change. I hope that I can share some answers with 

you within this newsletter and I hope that it helps focus the minds of the pupils for 

the near future.  

 

Please keep in contact via email with class teachers, form tutors or the Year 10 

Pastoral Leaders whenever needed. I have listed key contacts in this newsletter. As 

well as this, both Miss Hunter and I are in school on a Tuesday each week to work 

with any Year 10 matters that arise; please use this as another opportunity to get in 

contact if you need to.  

 

 

 

Returning to school 

Year 10 will not be returning to school on 15th June. It is currently not part of our 

plan to greatly increase the number of pupils in school each day. This will mean that 

remote learning will be the main source of education for all year groups for the 

remainder of this term. We are looking at the possibility of working with an 

increased number of pupils before the summer holidays but this is still in the 

planning phase; we are looking to other schools, both in our Trust and nationally, to 

see how they are adapting the provision being offered to Year 10s and evaluating its 

relevance to our own context. In addition, you will be aware that the Government’s 

stance on these matters is open to change, and we are ready to respond 

appropriately.  
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Assessments 

The year group will be assessed in the week commencing 22nd June. This is not a 

formal mock exam. The idea of these assessments is to look at the knowledge 

acquired and the levels of participation by the pupils during the lockdown period. 

The pupils will only be required to revise material from the work they have been 

doing remotely. The word assessment can cause increased levels of concern and 

anxiety amongst pupils and so I can only reassure them that they are not designed to 

catch them out. Also, these assessments are not going to impact on predicted grades. 

They are purely to monitor that the pupils have been working whilst at home! 

When we return to some sort of normality of the pupils being in school, later in the 

year, we will complete a more formal exam style assessment of all pupils in all 

subjects. These will be exams sat under exam conditions. These assessments will 

evaluate progress. Part of this process will be for us as a school to assess how 

successful each pupil will be in the summer of 2021. We still await more clarification 

on how external exams and assessment will work in the next academic year, and 

whether your sons and daughters will be assessed on the full specification. Mr 

Mathew and the Leadership Team, along with the Governing Body, are continually 

looking at the best way of working through the coming weeks and months for the 

pupils. As mentioned in Mr Mathew’s communication to you, one of our options for 

the success of every pupil may be that, in extreme cases, some will have to repeat 

Year 10.  

 

Dropping Subjects 

A number of pupils and parents have been in touch regarding taking certain subjects 

out of their curriculum to support the remaining subjects. This is not something we 

recommend and is not something that is undertaken by many pupils in a normal 

academic year. In the current circumstances it is not possible for us as a school to 

make any decisions on any student’s future GCSE programmes. We need more 

information about each pupil’s overall progress and about the structure of exams 

and assessment for next year. We will review options choices at some point in the 

future but for the time being, pupils should maintain their current subjects. 
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Contact with Tutors 

We will be opening up another layer of communication between the pupils and the 

tutors starting in the next couple of weeks. This will be a face to face Google Meet 

carried out by the Form Tutor with a small group of pupils from the form. Guidance 

and information will be sent out to everyone in the coming days. This gives all 

pupils an opportunity to touch base with their Form Tutor and so have another 

chance to reach out for any extra support as opposed to via emails to their class 

teachers. We hope that this will be a positive experience for both the pupils and the 

teachers; the relationships with the pupils is something that we have all missed 

greatly during lockdown! 

 

 

Please don’t hesitate to get in touch with me, or any member of staff here at school, if 

there is anything we can do to support the pupils further over the coming weeks. 

Thank you for you continued support throughout this unprecedented time for us all. 

I will finish with a prayer that I have found useful myself whilst not being able to 

attend Mass.  

 

 

Oh Lord our God, what a joy it is to open my eyes in the morning and to remember the many 

gifts and graces that we enjoy day by day.  

 

Thank You for shelter from the cold, and for the rest and refreshment that is gained with a 

good night’s sleep. Thank You for my health and my home. Thank You for my family and my 

friends. 

I thank You that You are my Father and that Christ Jesus is my Saviour. And thank You 

Lord that I have the Holy Spirit to lead and to guide, to comfort and help. I am never alone 

because You are ever by my side. 

In Jesus' name I pray,  

Amen. 

 

Kind regards 

Mr N Barry – Learning Coordinator for Year 10 
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Useful Contacts 

 

Learning Coordinator — Mr Barry, barryn@jhn.herts.sch.uk    

 

Asst. Learning Coordinator— Miss Hunter, hunterl@jhn.herts.sch.uk    

  

10AL—Mrs Crump, crumpj@jhn.herts.sch.uk  

  

10BE—Miss Jack, jackl@jhn.herts.sch.uk  

  

10CA—Mrs Hayward, haywards@jhn.herts.sch.uk  

  

10CE—Mr Mansfield, mansfieldd@jhn.herts.sch.uk  

  

10FR—Mr Braithwaite, braithwaitea@jhn.herts.sch.uk  

  

10JB—Mrs Owusu, owusua@jhn.herts.sch.uk  

  

10TA—Miss Routledge, routledgea@jhn.herts.sch.uk  

  

10TE—Miss Hunter, hunterl@jhn.herts.sch.uk   

(covering Mrs Taylor this half term) 

  

SENCO—Miss Downing, downingd1@jhn.herts.sch.uk   

  

Link Deputy Headteacher for Year 10 —Mr Rose, rosep@jhn.herts.sch.uk   

 

Deputy Headteacher Pastoral – Mrs Howard, howardw@jhn.herts.sch.uk  
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