
Welcome to the final edition of the Year 10 Newsletter. This year has been such a 
busy time for the Year 10s and has passed by so quickly! Our final term has been an 
especially busy one with mock examinations and work experience placements taking 
place. I have been so impressed with the way pupils have conducted themselves, 
demonstrating such maturity and dedication to their studies.  However, I think I 
have been most proud of the way the pupils have pulled together as a year group 
to support each other during this incredibly busy time. It fills me with confidence, 
knowing that they will be able to replicate this next year and it is lovely that the 
relationships within the year group are ones built on kindness towards one another. 

All pupils have received their mock examination results this half term and have spent 
time with their form tutors reflecting on their performance and identifying areas to 
focus on in the coming months. There will be mock exams for the year group in the 
first term of Year 11 and it is important that the pupils begin to consider the steps they 
will need to take to progress in these examinations. If your child has any worries or 
concerns about this, please encourage them to speak to their form tutor, myself or 
Miss Drackford. 

The pupils have recently completed their week of Work Experience. I was fortunate 
in being able to make a number of visits and was impressed with the mature and 
respectful way the pupils conducted themselves in the workplace. The warm and 
welcoming smiles they greeted me with reassured me that they were all having a 
fantastic time! I have had so many positive comments from teachers about the pupils 
they visited and the number of positive emails I have received from employers has 
been overwhelming - I am so proud of them all.

At the time of writing, the next big event on the JHN calendar is Sports Day. I am sad 
to say this will be the final one for the year group, as your children will have finished 
their GCSE exams by this time next year – how time flies! This year, pupils will be 
competing in their Saints teams. In the morning and afternoon sessions, they should 
wear clothes appropriate for the day which are the colour linked to their Saint. It 
should be a wonderful afternoon for all and an opportunity to create some lasting 
memories. Let us hope the nice weather continues for this. In these final few weeks of 
the half term, we have turned our attention to the transition as a year group into Year 
11. There are many exciting things to look forward to next year and, as always, it is 
important to balance these together with preparation for the examinations. 

I hope you all have a restful and relaxing summer break. As ever, if you have any 
concerns or questions, please do contact me.

Kind regards, 
Mrs Broom - Learning Coordinator for Year 10.
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Science - Mrs E Abrey
All pupils in Year 10 are continuing to make good 
progress with their GCSE Science courses.  Pupils are 
either studying three separate AQA Science courses or 
are studying the AQA Trilogy combined Science course.   
All external exams will be at the end of Year 11.  

The internet is a good source of revision material but 
pupils must make sure that the resources are specific to 
the GCSE course that they are studying.  The my-GCSE 
science website has video content available on Youtube 
and there is also additional material available through a 
subscription.  The free content will be useful to Year 10 
as well as the paid for content if they choose to use it.  

https://www.my-gcsescience.com/9-1/

https://www.youtube.com/
playlist?list=PLsorq7UsrfYuQh785J72FDeraUMJxNOqj

There are also other revision resources available on 
Youtube.  Free science lessons has resources for Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics but there are also other useful 
resources available. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCqbOeHaAUXw9Il7sBVG3_bw/videos

BBC Bitesize has now been updated for the GCSE Science 
courses and contains revision notes, videos and quick 
tests as well as some exam style questions. 

If you have any questions about the GCSE Science 
courses please contact your child’s Science teachers.

Maths - Mr K Thompson
Year 10 pupils have worked hard this year, and have 
managed to get through a great deal of the course 
content.  They are in an excellent position to complete 
the course in plenty of time to be able to work through 
lots of practice papers in preparation for the GCSE 
exams next summer.  Please continue to encourage your 
child to make use of the many resources available that 
they can use at home to support their learning.  These 
include; MyMaths, BBC Bitesize, Youtube and my 
favourite website, CorbettMaths.com.  It contains videos 
on every topic linked to two different sets of questions 
for practice, and also includes lots of other supporting 
material.  They sell sets of revision cards that pupils this 
year have found very useful.  These are also available 
through school at Student Services.  I will also buy in 
CGP revision guides which your child will be able to buy 
from us at a greatly reduced price.  This will happen in 
the first half term so they can be used to help with your 
child’s revision for the Mock Exams in November.  This 
will be a full set of papers, and your child should expect 
them to be challenging.  

We will adopt a new system for homework next year, 
which some pupils have already had the opportunity 
to try out this term.  It is called ‘HegartyMaths’, and 
is an online system that works in two parts: a video 
and a quiz.  The video is best used as a revision aid, 
which includes examples similar to the questions that 
then appear in the quiz.  It is important to be clear that 
although this is an online system, the homework is very 
much a written piece of work, in two parts.  Your child 
should make revision notes from the video as one part, 
then completing the quiz in their books as a second part.  
The answers can then be put into the system to check if 
they are correct.   Used correctly, this system should help 
your child become a much more independent learner of 
mathematics.  After Christmas your child will also be 
given one practice exam paper every week to help 
prepare for the demands of the GCSE exams.

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a 
very enjoyable summer holiday, and hope your child 
returns to Year 11 ready to build on the excellent work 
they have done so far.

DRAMA - Mr I Mayhew
This term pupils have been developing and 
rehearsing their Component 1 devising exam and on 
Friday 21st June each group performed their piece to the 
Year 9 GCSE pupils with great success.  This component 
is worth 40% of their overall Drama grade.  Each and 
every one of them should be extremely proud of their 
performance which has taken months of hard work and 
preparation. This was filmed and will now be marked 
and standardised internally before being sent off to the 
exam board next May.  However the performance itself 
was only worth 15 marks out of 60.  Most of the marks 
are awarded for the Portfolio - 45 out of 60.  Therefore in 
the final few weeks of this term pupils have been in IT 
rooms going through each of the six questions for their 
2000 word written portfolio in response to their group’s 

devising process and their performance.  The deadline 
for the final draft for this will be within the first couple 
of weeks back in September.

Next term pupils will be exploring a specific play in 
preparation for their Component 2 performance exam, 
where they will have to perform two pieces to a visiting 
examiner in March 2020.  At the same time pupils will 
also have timetabled classroom based lessons where they 
will be preparing for the Component 3 written exam. 
This will include analysis and theory on the play DNA 
(Section A) and responding to a live theatre production 
(Section B).  Pupils will be given the opportunity to go to 
the theatre again next year to watch a professional 
production in October, which will support section B of 
their written exam. Information about this will be sent 
out at the beginning of next term.



English - Mrs J Crump
The recent Year 10 mock examinations were a valuable 
experience for our pupils and the vast majority have 
responded well to the challenge in both Literature and 
Language.  This new syllabus has more content than ever 
before and pupils are expected to know their Literature 
texts, in particular, extremely well. In this final half-term, 
we have been studying non-fiction texts; this is an area 
with which many pupils are less familiar. 

With this in mind, we strongly encourage them to increase 
their exposure to newspaper articles, travel writing and 
(auto)biographical accounts.  An effective source of 
information is the BBC news website available at www.
bbc.co.uk/news and we also recommend the travel 
writings of Bill Bryson as both accessible and enjoyable for 
GCSE pupils.  A major component of the Literature exam 
is the study of poetry and pupils have begun to analyse 
and write about the fifteen poems in their 
anthology as well as develop their skills responding to 
Unseen Poetry.  Again, many children have less 

experience in this area so we recommend the use of 
websites such as www.poetrybyheart.org.uk and www.
poetryarchive.org to help broaden their experience and 
knowledge.  After the summer break, we will move onto 
our study of Macbeth.  Pupils can watch the 
animated play on YouTube (search ‘’YouTube animated 
tales Macbeth’’) or visit BBC Bitesize (search ‘’BBC Bite-
size Macbeth’’) to research the play. 

Also look out for RSC live streaming of Macbeth in 
cinemas.  All pupils are asked to record their progress and 
results on the tracking sheet in the front of their English 
book so this is an effective place to look if you are 
interested in your son or daughter’s current attainment. If 
you have any further questions about the English 
curriculum or your child’s learning, please feel free to 
contact me or your child’s English teacher.  

We hope that they enjoy the rest of the year and use it 
and the summer break to consolidate their learning and 
prepare for Year 11.

OCR Sport Science - 
Mrs J Tembey 

The Year 10 pupils sat their written exam in June and we 
await their results in August.  Since then, the pupils have 
started a new unit called “The body’s response to 
physical activity” This involves understanding the 
short-term effects of physical activity on the 
muscular-skeletal and cardio-respiratory systems.  
Pupils will be identifying and measuring these effects, 
describing the adaptations recorded and making 
suggestions as to why they have occurred.

Two useful websites to look at over the summer are 
below:

https://www.teachpe.com/anatomy/response_to_exer-
cise.php

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/guides/z367tyc/revi-
sion/1

GCSE PE - Mrs J Tembey
The Year 10 pupils have worked extremely hard this 
year in PE.  They are clearly working with PE staff 
and really wanting to achieve well in this subject. 

They have now completed the coursework element 
of the course and staff are working hard to ensure 
that pupils achieve the highest grade they can.  The 
coursework is worth 10% of the overall grade 
therefore it is vital that pupils continue to work with 
staff on this.  By October half term we would like all 
of the coursework and practical scores to be 
completed.  This will give staff a much clearer 
overview of predicting grades as well as ensure that 
we are helping pupils in the correct way.  

If pupils participate in “summer” activities such as 
cricket it is vital that they gain video evidence this 
year of them participating in full context matches.  If 
you require any further advice on this please do not 
hesitate to contact myself or your child’s teacher.

Modern Foreign Languages - 
Miss D Downing
In Languages, we will use the AQA board for all four 
languages.  Pupils are assessed in four skills; Listening, 
Speaking, Reading and Writing; each skill is worth 25% of 
their GCSE grade and all exams will take place at the end 
of Year 11.  They will be doing lots of practice in class and 
it is essential that they consolidate this at home by 
regularly revising topics, grammar structures and 
vocabulary covered in class. All pupils studying French, 
German and Spanish have been given a login to the GCSE 
textbook we are using which follows the new GCSE 
specification.  

Please encourage your son/daughter to use the quizlet app 
(it’s free) to practise learning vocabulary for the different 
topics.  We recommend 15 minutes a day four to five times 
a week.  Little and often, it will have a positive impact on 
their final grade. 

When our pupils come back in Year 11, we will be 
finishing the final topics of the GCSE and preparing for 
their first round of mock exams.  If you have any 
questions about your son/daughter’s GCSE in languages, 
please do not hesitate to contact me or their teacher.

I wish all pupils and parents a lovely summer break.



Business Studies - Mr K Flain 
Year 10 Business pupils have recently been looking at 
the effects of globalisation on businesses.  I would 
encourage you to discuss current news stories with 
your children as they would benefit by understanding 
the impact of trade agreements and tariffs UK 
importers and exporters.  If pupils are watching the 
Brexit news then this will be very beneficial to them. 
We have also been looking at the importance of 
Ethics for a business.  This includes actions a business 
can take to act in an ethical manner and the potential 
trade off between this and profits.  It would be good 
to discuss with your child any business you use or do 
not use due to their ethical values.  When we return 
after the summer pupils will look at marketing.  They 
will study the 4Ps of marketing and understand how 
the marketing of a business will change during the life 
cycle of a product. 

RE - Mrs A Berwick
Year 10 have now completed their final unit of the 
Catholic Christianity component of the GCSE course; 
Sources of Wisdom and Authority. 

In September, pupils will return to start their learning 
for the final GCSE paper which is based on a study of 
Philosophy of Religion, and Religious Ethics from a 
Catholic Christian perspective.  Both of these units will 
give a flavour of A Level study as the pupils begin to 
explore and think philosophically and ethically about 
some of the more challenging themes at GCSE. If your 
child particularly enjoys this then please encourage 
them to speak to their RE teacher about the option of 
studying Christianity, Philosophy and Ethics in the 
Sixth Form.

If you haven’t done so already, you may find it helpful 
to now purchase a revision guide to supplement your 
child’s classroom learning.  I gave the details of these in 
a previous newsletter, but have included them below 
once again.

Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies A (9-1): Catholic 
Christianity with Islam and Judaism Revision Guide, 
Andy Lewis, OUP Oxford (1 Mar. 2018)
My Revision Notes Edexcel Religious Studies for 
GCSE (9-1): Catholic Christianity (Specification A): 
Faith and Practice in the 21st Century, Victor W. 
Watton, Hodder Education (29 Dec. 2017)

Finally, many you will have heard that we are saying 
goodbye to Miss Nairn who joined our department in 
September.  Miss Nairn has worked with enthusiasm 
and commitment and we will miss her contribution 
greatly.  We wish her every success in her new post. 
On behalf of the whole department we would like to 
thank you for your support over the past year and look 
forward to working with you all in Year 11.  Have a 
wonderful summer.

Geography - Miss A Routledge
The Year 10 Geographers have worked hard this term and 
have one unit left of UK Geography (UK Environmental 
Challenges) and two global units (People of the Planet 
and Environmental Threats).  Over the summer we would 
encourage the Geographers to spend time keeping on top of 
current news stories and linking them to the topics we have 
covered and also the ones we have left to do e.g. energy 
consumption, development and climate change.

It has been an important term in the Geography department 
following the Norfolk field trip, as the Geographers have 
been spending a large amount of time using their 
experience to help them prepare for their Geographical 
Skills exam, which makes up 40% of the final GCSE.  To help 
them prepare, they have been writing up their 
fieldwork, both in class and for homework.  It is important 
that this work is completed to a high standard as they will 
rely heavily on it when they come to revise at the end of 
Year 11.  Please support the Geographers by encouraging 
them to discuss this work at home. 

I think most pupils have a course specific revision guide but 
if they still need to purchase one we do have some in stock 
which can be purchased from the Geography office (£7 - 
slightly cheaper than online). 

Please speak to your child’s Geography teacher should you 
have any questions.  We wish the Geographers a restful 
summer break and thank you for your support this year. 

Computer Science - Mr K Flain 

This year pupils have completed the programming project 
and the theory for Component 1 of the course.  This 
covers Computer Systems where pupils have learnt how 
computers work.  In the final part of the year, pupils have 
been completing a series of revision tasks and completing 
the final pieces of work on their projects.  In Year 11 pupils 
will work on Component 2, Computational thinking, 
algorithms and programming.  It is important that pupils 
continue to code outside of lesson time.  They often find 
component 2 difficult in comparison to component 1 as 
it requires pupils to write algorithms to solve problems. 
Pupils that code in their own time are always the most 
successful with this part of the question paper.  Pupils 
will build on their programming knowledge and learn 
some more advanced techniques such as how to use SQL 
to interact with a database.  I would like to remind you 
to encourage pupils to use the excellent resources that we 
have available in the subject for revision.  Please encourage 
your child to look up CraignDave on YouTube.  On their 
channel is an OCR GCSE Specification playlist.  This has 
a video for each sub topic of the specification and can be 
used throughout the year to help pupils revise and stay on 
top of the content required for the course.  Pupils have also 
been given a copy of an electronic textbook. They should 
be bringing this home on a memory stick or transferring 
it to a cloud.  If they do not have this, please ask them to 
come and see Mr Flain. Finally there are some excellent 
videos from code.org to support the theory content,  
particularly for networking.



History - Mrs L Naylor 
Year 10 history pupils have just completed the third unit  
of their Eduqas GCSE course, Germany in Transition 
1919-39 and in September we will begin studying 
Changes in Medicine 500BC to the present day.  
As with their other notes, it is very  important that 
pupils keep them safe as they will need them in Year 
11 to revise from for their exams. To avoid forgetting 
everything which they have learned, it is advised that 
pupils spend about half hour each week revising a 
different aspect of both the Germany and the 
Elizabethan Age courses. To reinforce existing 
knowledge we advise educational visits for History 
pupils. There are a number of relevant medical 
museums in London which would be very useful to 
visit and most have free entry. The following link will 
help you to find these: http://medicalmuseums.org/ 

In addition, to support both the Germany and the new  
America units, pupils might want to visit the Imperial 
War museum, http://www.iwm.org.uk/ 
 
A great place to visit to find out more about Elizabethan  
England would be Hatfield House,  
http://www.hatfield-house.co.uk/ 

To support their learning in class we encourage pupils 
to use recommended websites. Links are below:  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/ history/ 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/ zj26n39 
http://eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/history/ 

Creative iMedia - Mr K Flain 

The Year 10 pupils sat their written exam in June and we 
await their results in August.  Since then, the pupils have 
started a new unit called “Creating Digital Graphics”.  We 
are currently completing the first section on the purpose 
and properties of digital graphics. 

Pupils have been allocated either a book cover, a record 
sleeve or a magazine advert.  They will need to create 
these, using either Photoshop or Fireworks.  We will be 
starting this in September.

Design and Technology - 
Mrs S Gallagher 

It was lovely to see so many of you at the Parents NEA 
support evening.  The pupils are really engaging with 
the NEA task and making excellent progress as they 
investigate “Providing a safe and comfortable home”.
The new GCSE places greater emphasis on 
understanding and applying iterative design processes, 
designing, making, evaluating and redesigning.  An 
example of this is James Dyson https://www.james-
dysonfoundation.co.uk and his development of the 
Dyson cleaner 15 years and 5,127 prototypes it took 
before the first model, DC01, would ultimately prove 
successful in 1993.  Fifteen years! For a vacuum!  The 
summer holidays may provide the opportunity to visit 

the Design Museum in London https://designmuseum.
org The museum offers an introduction to the history of 
contemporary design with free display Designer Maker 
User, and opportunities to explore the present and future 
of design through a programme of temporary exhibitions 
and displays, even the gift shop is a source of inspiration.  
Exploring exhibitions and their design, from specialist 
shows including Christian Dior and Mary Quant at the 
V&A https://www.vam.ac.uk and the Science Museum 
is a valuable way of building the pupils knowledge and 
understanding.  The pupils need to use their creativity 
and imagination to design ideas, ready to analyse and 
develop in September. http://www.technologystudent.
com is a great website for support, resources and lots of 
examples.  We look forward to discussing ideas in 
September.  Have a creative summer.

Useful Information
There are many useful websites available to 
support studying, including:

• www.bbc.co.uk/education
• www.mymaths.co.uk 
• www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse -  

for Science Papers & Mark Schemes 
• www.getrevising.co.uk
• www.studyspanish.com

There are also many apps worth trying out, 
including Memrise, Gojimo, Quizlet and Anki, to 
name just a few.

If your son or daughter would 
like a Connexions appointment 
to talk about careers please ask 
Mrs Brown



Art, Craft, Design/Graphics 
Communication and Textile 
Design - Mrs L Borrington
The Year 10 pupils are currently working on ideas for the 
mock examination that will take place when they return 
in the new academic year. 

The pupils have been given a theme from a past paper, 
similar to what they have experienced in class with their 
coursework.  They are responding to a theme through a 
range of guided tasks before working in a more 
independent direction. Every piece of work that is 
completed in this time, whether in class, at afterschool 
club or at home will contribute to the mock preparation. 
All these studies are marked and contribute to the final 
grade.  The summer holiday can be a time for tweaking 
studies and adding final touches to any incomplete work. 
Their class teachers will be preparing them for how to 
make the most of their summer holidays. 

More specific details about the mock exam will be shared 
closer to the time. 

The summer holiday is a good opportunity to visit art 
exhibitions and collections.  Markets and museums can 
also be a good source of inspiration too.  The JHN website 
has some useful resources that the students  could use 
over the holidays to help.  This includes a list of current 
exhibitions along with some resources of how to get 
inspiration for drawings and how to research the work of 
others.  There are also great programmes like Tateshots 
(available via the Tate Website) and documentaries on the 
BBC iplayer that can be useful to look at in order to 
broaden the student’s view of the subject.  Some quirky 
games can be found via the Tate Website here: https://
www.tate.org.uk/kids.  I know it may seem odd to 
suggest such games, however sometimes resources like 
these can be a good way of getting the pupils to 
understand more difficult concepts.  For example check 
out the information on the amazing Frank Bowling. 

We hope you have a restful and enjoyable break. 

Revision Advice
Sometimes, despite our best efforts and study skills days, 
pupils tell us they don’t know how to revise.  First of all, it is 
important to understand that revision is something you get 
better at with practice.  Therefore, the first thing to do is….
well, something!  Pupils have to try things out to find out 
what works for them.  However, the following links give 
more concrete advice on how to go about revising  
successfully, rather than just spending time badly, leading to 
poor results, and disillusionment.  The first is from another 
school; a very useful explanation of successful revision.  The 
second is our in-house revision guide, and the third is a link 
to an app which may help your child to plan their revision.

https://chronotopeblog.files.wordpress.com/2018/05/welling-
ton-college-study-guide1.pdf

https://jhn-school.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/
GCSE-revision-guide-2017.pdf?t=1525602026?ts=1553533431

https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/exam-pal/id569573636?mt=8

We would like 
to take this 

opportunity to wish 
you all a very restful 

break over the 
summer holidays 

and we look forward 
to your return in 

September!


