
There have been a number of significant 
announcements from the Government in recent 
days and most significantly for us the reference 
to the wearing of face coverings in secondary 
schools. I have copied the information below.
“From 17 May, in line with Step 3 of the 
roadmap, face coverings will no longer be 
recommended for pupils and students in 
classrooms or communal areas, in all schools 
and FE providers. Face coverings will also no 
longer be recommended for staff in classrooms. 
In all schools and FE providers, we continue to 
recommend that face coverings should be worn 
by staff and visitors in situations outside of 
classrooms where social distancing is not possible 
(for example, when moving around in corridors 
and communal areas).”
This will no doubt be a very stressful time for many. 
Our approach to this new freedom is to allow 
those children who do not wish to wear a face 
covering to remove them; and for those children 
who wish to continue to wear a face covering, 
they may do so. We will keep the situation under 
constant review. It is pleasing to note that at the 
time of writing this update, there has been just 
one case reported in our Trust since our return to 
school after the Easter break. A significant point as 
our Trust is made up of over 8,500 children. That 
case was not in our school.
The second point of note is the guidance published 
for pupils and students by Ofqual. The information 
and the link are below-
“Ofqual have now published their new student 
guide to awarding: summer 2021. This guide 
offers support for students taking GCSEs, A 
levels, vocational and technical qualifications this 
year. It is written for students and complements 
the materials that have already been published 
for teachers. It also contains important advice on 
where students and their families can go for more 
information and support, including support for 
those with mental health concerns”
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/
student-guide-to-awarding-summer-2021
I hope this information is helpful. I must thank the 
staff for the remarkable lengths to which they have 
gone to ensure that the Teacher Assessed Grading 
process has been both fair and thorough. 
We say a fond farewell to our Year 13 students 
today. I wish them every success and happiness for 
the future, I am very proud of every one of them. 
We will keep them all in our prayers and thoughts 
over the coming years. I suggest that they work 
to discover their Mission in life and to be true to 
themselves. 
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Dear 
Parents and Guardians, 

OUR
PUPILS
SHINE

Have a wonderful weekend and 
God bless, Mr Mathew

A prayer for our Year 13 students from 
Saint John Henry Newman.
God has created me to do Him some definite 
service. He has committed some work to me which 
He has not committed to another. I have my 
mission. I may never know it in this life,  
but I shall be told it in the next. I am a link in a 
chain, a bond of connection between persons. He 
has not created me for naught. I shall do good; 
I shall do His work. I shall be an angel of peace, 
a preacher of truth in my own place, while not 
intending it if I do but keep His commandments. 
Therefore, I will trust Him, whatever I am, I 
can never be thrown away. If I am in sickness, 
my sickness may serve Him, in perplexity, my 
perplexity may serve Him. If I am in sorrow, my 
sorrow may serve Him. He does nothing in vain. 
He knows what He is about. He may take away my 
friends. He may throw me among strangers. He 
may make me feel desolate, make my spirits sink, 
hide my future from me. Still, He knows what He 
is about.
Saint John Henry Newman, pray for us.

Here is another blast from the past!

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/student-guide-to-awarding-summer-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/student-guide-to-awarding-summer-2021


CATHOLIC BISHOPS’ CONFERENCE OF ENGLAND AND WALES  
 

Letter to Secondary Schools for Pentecost 2021 
 
 
Dear Young People, 
 
Pentecost reminds us that everything in existence, every person and the whole of creation, is a 
gift of ‘God the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth’. God our loving Father creates and 
continues to give life to the world through His Word, Jesus Christ, in the power of His Holy 
Spirit. The outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the Church, which we celebrate at Pentecost, is not 
something separate from Creation. God’s revelation of Himself in Creation is inseparable from 
the revelation of His love for us in Christ and in His desire to live in us through His Holy Spirit. 
 
‘God’s Spirit is always and everywhere “the Lord, the Giver of Life”, and the voice of Pentecost 
is echoed in the voice of creation’. As God’s children, we call on the Spirit to ‘renew the face of 
the Earth’, and as His children, we are called for the good of all that brings life. Our world, God’s 
creation, is a precious gift to us. It is our common home entrusted to each generation. Consider 
this: how have we used this gift? How do we honour this precious gift? Are we really 
demonstrating love, care and respect for our common home? 
 
As we celebrate Pentecost this year, we are very aware of the damage that continues to be 
inflicted on the Earth, and the repercussions for the well-being of our brothers and sisters, both 
here in our own countries and, more especially, in the poorest countries of our world. Pope 
Benedict XVI and Pope Francis have both taught us that everything is interconnected and 
interdependent. The way we live our everyday lives has an impact on everyone and on the earth. 
 
The urgency of the situation, and the enormity of the challenges we face, have spurred us to 
speak out together this Pentecost Sunday, as bishops of England, Wales and Scotland, about the 
role that the Catholic Church and our faith must play in our shared care for God’s gift to us. 
 
For all too long we have either been ignorant of, or ignored, the exploitation of our planet and 
the unsustainable consumption of its resources. While accepting the need and demand for energy 
for the benefit of the very poorest, providing our energy must, nonetheless, be by means which 
significantly reduces the use of carbon-based fuels. 
 



We are proud of the determination and optimism 
Year 10 continue to display in their Key Stage 
4 journey. When pupils returned in March, they 
focused on the concept of ‘hope’ in an extended 
pastoral session. This virtue has been the underlying 
theme in discussions about goals and achievements 
in the months that followed. Hopefully the 
opportunities ahead will allow pupils to see the 
results of their hard work. 
Earlier this month, Mr Mathew held an assembly 
with Year 10 which allowed them to reflect on their 
place in the school community and the transition to 
Year 11. It is encouraging to see many of our pupils 
realising their responsibilities as Upper School 
pupils though roles as Year Reps, Pupil Parliament 
members and through extra-curricular activities that 
require student leadership.
Traditionally, Year 10 allows pupils to investigate 
career choices and life post-JHN. Pupils are 
supported in their endeavours with the availability 
of one to one careers guidance, Unifrog, and PSHCE 
sessions. It was wonderful to hear the stories of 
virtual work experience that many pupils secured 
during the Easter holiday too. 
End of Year examinations for Year 10 will take 
place from Friday 2 July to Friday 9 July. These 
will be held in the Sports Hall. This experience will 
be invaluable preparation for further examinations 
and afford insight into progress for both you and 
your child. We understand this is a daunting time 
and to alleviate worry, the Year 10 team are putting 
together a support package for pupils. This includes 
giving pupils the opportunity to sign up to a one 
hour study skills session on an area they may need 
support in, for example motivation, exam panic or 
revision techniques. Pastoral time in the run up to 
exams will focus on wellbeing and learning strategies 
so pupils feel confident and reassured. 
To balance the academic demands of the 
summer term, we hope enrichment and wellbeing 
opportunities will allow for creativity and relaxation. 
It was lovely to see the enthusiasm and teamwork 
during the Captain Tom 100 challenge at the end 
of April. It is hoped the cohort’s (final!) Sports Day, 
celebrations to reward pupils for outstanding effort 
or contribution to school life and activities during 
the summer KISS Week will allow for fun and happy 
memories to be made. 
Finally, thank you for your ongoing support in 
helping us to reinforce high expectations.
Miss Fernandes  Mr Johnston
Learning Coordinator Assistant Learning 
Coordinator

YEAR 10
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