
Welcome back to the final half term of this academic year. This period is always busy and also very 
pleasant. The school field is in full use and the sun is shining, reasons for everyone to smile. I have 
a great deal of information to share with you over the coming weeks, so do please make sure that 
the newsletter is a priority for your weekend reading.
Some of the subjects that will be covered -

As ever at this time of year, we say fond good 
bye and thank you to our current student 
leadership team made up of Head Girl Monique 
Knight, Head Boy Thomas Ryan, and their 
deputies Daniel De Naeyer, Ronan Hunt, 
Rhiannon Hislop and Amy Kelly. They have done 
an amazing job this year in the most challenging 
of times but will be coming back to us for 
KiSS fundraising towards the end of term - a 
testament to their hard work, commitment to 
the school and to our friends in Uganda.
The new student leadership team were 
appointed before half term and I am delighted 
to introduce you to them:

Finally, can I ask you to check that your son 
or daughter has everything they need for the 
school day. We have noted that some children 
are lacking essential pieces of equipment, pens, 
whiteboard pens etc. which make learning very 
difficult. We are also re-launching the school’s 
helpful and unhelpful conduct card, which 
gives children opportunities to be commended 
for small acts of kindness and good deeds; or 
several warnings for poor behaviour before a 
sanction is awarded.
My thanks for your continued and ongoing 
support and prayers. It was noted that those 
staff teaching Year 11 and Year 13 students were 
inundated with cards and gifts when these 
students left. It was a very emotional departure 
for these students, which I think reflects the 
enormous amount of work, stress and, in the 
end, relief that everyone felt. Enjoy the days 
ahead, we are nearly there!
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Dear 
Parents and Guardians, 
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PUPILS
SHINE

Have a wonderful weekend and God bless,  
Mr Mathew

One from our archives: a previous  
HBHG team, can you recognise anyone?

Prayer 
Blessed are you, Lord God,
Creator of body and mind and heart;
You have sent your Spirit of wisdom and knowledge
To guide your people in all their ways.

At the beginning of this final half term,
In this time of uncertainty and anxiety,
We implore your mercy.
Bless and protect our students, teachers, Governors,
staff, their families, and especially those who are unwell.
Give wisdom to the decision makers,
be they in our school or in our homes.

Expand the horizons of our minds,
and deepen our commitment to seek
the truth of your ways.
Enliven our faith to reach out to those in need,
particularly those who are isolated and lonely.

In these days when so much has changed,
help us to trust in the love of your Son Jesus,
our Divine Teacher, who is the same
yesterday, today, and forever.
Amen.
Saint John Henry Newman, pray for us.

• Covid updates, as the Government informs 
us as to how we will need to respond to 
the changing situation. I have attached an 
update for you to this newsletter. A couple 
of key points in the current circumstances 
with the Delta variant - all pupils and 
students must wear face coverings when 
moving around the school. Second, if any 
member of the family develops symptoms 
and requires a Covid test, all members of 
the family must self-isolate until the result 
has been returned. If the result is positive, 
all members of the family must continue 
to self-isolate for ten days. In the past we 
have had some families send their children 
into school while they have awaited the 
test results. When a positive test has been 
returned it has necessary for us to send 
home greater numbers of pupils than would 
have been required had the pupils not been 
present in school.

• Do remember to continue the Covid testing 
programme and test twice a week.

• There will be a parent election for a position 
on the Local Governing Board, details will 
be distributed in the coming weeks. 
 
 

• The long awaited, and very exciting, news 
is that the new buildings project will begin 
work on Wednesday 7th July. I will keep 
you regularly updated and, where possible, 
provide images as the work progresses.

• We will clarify for you the programme of 
events planned for the remainder of this 
term - this is under constant review as we 
await news on the lifting of restrictions.

• A reminder, however, that we have an Inset 
day on Friday 25th June.

• The process to complete the Teacher 
Assessed Grades is approaching the final 
stages. I will write to all families with 
children in Years 11 and 13 to give you 
information on the arrangements for grade 
distribution in the summer, the appeals 
process and a checklist covering all of the 
steps the school has taken to comply with 
the published expectations.

• The plans for Academic Year 2021-22. We 
have a number of very exciting new plans 
which I will share with you in detail in our 
end of year publication. Traditionally, we 
have published a Review of the Year, but 
given the year we have all experienced I 
have decided to publish a plan for the Year 
Ahead! A much more positive and exciting 
view of what is to come.

A very busy and exciting time is ahead of us.
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WEEKLY SPORTS NEWS 

• Outstanding performance from Conor 
Monohan finishing first in the 400m. A 
strong performance saw Conor take the 
lead early on. Despite the heat, Conor went 
up another gear in the final 100m drawing 
a huge gap between himself and the next 
competitor. A brilliant race that Conor has 
trained hard for.

• Muna Lemeh took the 200m by storm, 
working hard in lane one to perfectly pace 
his bend run to be leading the pack as he 
approached the final 100m of the race. 
Focused and strong throughout the race, 
Muna opened up a strong lead, finishing 
comfortably in 1st place. An impressive 
performance throughout.

• Kachie Dike’s dedication in her PE 
lessons came to fruition in the Hurdles 
race demonstrating perfect technique 
throughout. A well- executed start, 
something Kachie has worked hard on, gave 
her an early advantage which she capitalised 
on throughout the race, gliding over each 
hurdle. A fantastic race earning her the gold 
medal position.

• Thomas Rathband put on a fantastic display 
in the discus event, comfortably throwing 
15:50m. Thomas has worked hard in his PE 
lessons to develop his technique which was 
clear is his performance in competition. Well 
done Thomas.

• Sophie Kinsella’s dedication to her training 
was clear to see in an impressive long jump 
performance where she  jumped 3.99m. 
Sophie has worked hard to perfect the 
various technical elements of the long jump 
which was evident in her well-executed 
jumps. Sophie was up against strong 
competition yet still managed to gain a 3rd 
place spot. An impressive performance.

• Despite the scorching conditions, all our 
long distance runners, Martyna Wareck, 
Maisie Wilson, Nathaniel Garret and Patrick 
Sulivan put in exceptional performances. 
Their concentration and careful pacing 
were tested to the limits and enabled them 
to perform to their best. We are incredibly 
impressed with the dedication of these 
athletes and their bravery in competing in 
such challenging races. Well done to all four 
of our athletes who all gained fantastic times.

• Huge shoutout to our boys relay team, 
Charlie Cane, Muna Lemeh, Odi Kekeocha 
and Nathaniel Vera who comfortably claimed 
the gold medal spot in the final race of the 
day. The boys remained focused and sharp 
throughout the event allowing them to 
fully utilise their talents to gain a significant 
lead coming into the final leg. A fantastic 
performance from all four athletes with Muna 
Lemah securing the victory with a dominant 
final leg of the race. A fantastic end to a 
brilliant first fixture back.

The year 10 boys winning relay team 
sporting the new JHN athletics 
vests sponsored by the Jack Mudd 
academy.  So proud to see the pupils 
wearing these at our first fixture.

Y10 ATHLETICS:
Wednesday was a very exciting day for the PE Department and our fantastic Year 10 Athletes as 
we attended our first competitive fixture in 18 months. The students have been preparing tirelessly 
for their chance to put their talent on display whilst gaining all-important GCSE footage. We are 
incredibly proud of both the performances our athletes put on but also the way they conducted 
themselves in yet another adaptation to school life. Our Covid-secure fixture was a complete 
success and we are extremely grateful to our pupils and students for their support in making this 
such a fantastic event. They are a credit to both the school and their families and we look forward 
to the return of competitive school sport on a more regular basis enabling us to showcase their 
talents. Well done to all involved.

This coming Saturday sees the 
Herts Schools County Athletics 
Championships held at Jarman 
Park, Hemel Hempstead.  We have 
5 athletes competing and we wish 
them all the very best of luck!

Patrick Sullivan, Conor Monahan, 
Joe O’Hara, James Kosky and 
Thomas Rustean.



 

 

 

 

    
    
        
        
           
                

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

AAccttiivvaattiinngg  yyoouurr  GGCCSSEEPPoodd  aaccccoouunntt  tthhrroouugghh  OOffffiiccee  336655  

Go to  wwwwww..ggccsseeppoodd..ccoomm   and 
click  ‘‘LLooggiinn’’  

Click the  OOffffiiccee  336655  button: 

 

On the next screen click the Office 
365 button again or enter your email 

and click ‘‘LLooggiinn’’ 

Tick the consent box on the 
popup and then click  ‘‘AAcccceepptt’’..   

 

You’ll need to fill in a few details 
here and set a password to use 

with our GCSEPod app. 

You’re now logged in and ready to get started! 

The next time you sign in you just need to  rreeppeeaatt  sstteeppss  11  aanndd  22  to sign 
in again. 
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We are delighted to announce that The Saint 
John Henry Newman Catholic School has 
recently invested in GCSEPod, the award-
winning digital content and revision provider 
used by over 1,250 schools worldwide.

For more ways to support your child using 
GCSEPod, please visit www.gcsepod.com/
parents where you’ll find lots more information 
and resources. You can also book yourself 
onto a webinar, or view previously recorded 
webinars, through the blue button in the top left 
hand corner of the home screen,  
titled “Book My Place”

Your child has already been registered with 
GCSEPod, so all they need to do is activate their 

account by following the instructions below. 
If your child has already activated, but can’t 
remember their username and password, please 
ask them to contact a member of staff.

As a subscriber, your child now has access to 
GCSEPod’s library of over 6,000 ‘Pods,’ 3-5 
minute videos designed to deliver knowledge 
in short bursts. Almost every school curriculum 
subject is covered. GCSEPod makes learning 
and revision much more manageable: every 
Pod is mapped to an exam board, and contains 
all the right facts, quotes, keywords, dates and 
annotated diagrams that your child needs for 
GCSE success – all neatly organised into topics 
and exam playlists.

FOR YEARS 9 AND 10

www.gcsepod.com/parents
www.gcsepod.com/parents
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