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Dear 
Parents and Guardians, 

OUR
PUPILS
SHINE

You will note in this newsletter 
that the annual “Thank a teacher” 
project is now active. It is a great 
opportunity to recognise the 
remarkable efforts of our staff over 
the past year, so I do encourage 

you to use the scheme to send a message of 
thanks to the teachers that work with your 
child. A simple thank you goes a long way to 
making everyone feel appreciated and usually 
reinvigorates them to do even more!

An upcoming event for your consideration: 
We have organised a special Memorial Mass 
to take place in school on Monday 20th June 
at 6:00pm. This mass will be to remember 
and celebrate the lives of those lost to us over 
the last two years, and also to remember any 
special family intentions that you may have. 
The mass will also be used to mark the passing 
of Mr Barry Nash, the first Headteacher of The 
John Henry Newman School, and Mr Eddie O’ 
Callaghan, a long serving member of staff who 
had spent his entire career working for our 
community. 

We already have a good number of people 
that we have been asked to remember, and we 
would like to offer everyone the opportunity to 
add to our list and to attend the mass in person 
on the 20th June. If you would like to add a 
loved one to our Memorial Mass, please send 
us the details via admin@jhn.herts.sch.uk of the 
person, and also include how many seats you 
would require if you are attending. The closing 
date for inclusion is Friday 10th June. I am sure 
that it will be a very special occasion and there 
will be refreshments and an opportunity to meet 
after the mass.

As I mentioned at the start, this has been a 
very busy year. It is the first time in nearly three 
years that our students have experienced an 
uninterrupted academic year. The effects of 
the pandemic and the subsequent lockdowns 
are apparent to us all, but I worry that the full 
consequences of this troubled time are not 
yet fully revealed. There have been significant 
increases in the number of wellbeing cases that 
we are dealing with, and the range of need is 
very complex. We will continue to work with our 
parents and guardians to support our students 
and their families going forward, and I thank you 
all for your continued support and prayers. 

Finally, I ask for you to pray specifically for 
Father Philip, our priest chaplain, who has a very 
long association with our school going back 
to the first mass celebrated at the opening of 
our school in 1987. He is unwell and is about to 
start a programme of treatment; I know that he 
would value your prayers enormously.

A prayer for a “Peaceful Rest” over the coming 
week

Dear Lord Jesus, as I rest in the comfort of your love, I ask 
to experience your gentle embrace as you tenderly wrap 
your loving arms around me. I trust your compassionate 
care will bring peace to my mind, serenity to my heart and 
renewal to my spirit.
In your loving embrace, I ask that you grant me a peaceful 
half term break. Please purify my dreams, cleanse my 
subconscious and wash my thoughts with the purity of 
your infinite love. Please minister to my heart, mind, body, 
soul and spirit, as I rest in your compassionate care at this 
time.
Amen
St John Henry Newman, pray for us

God bless everyone and have a wonderful week. 

Mr C Mathew

We have enjoyed a very busy, productive and exhausting half term. Well done to everyone for 
their remarkable resilience, dedication and hard work. I know from talking to our students that a 
break is very welcome at this time and this is especially the case for our students in Years 11 and 
13. They are now fully involved with the public examination season and they are taking on this 
challenge with great enthusiasm and professionalism. I encourage them to restore over the half 
term break and to prepare for the final leg of their journey on their return.

mailto:admin@jhn.herts.sch.uk


KEY STAGE 3
Year 7 have been focusing on performance 
skills on the djembe drum, ukulele and also 
in musical theatre singing performance. We 
have been astounded at the confidence and 
willingness to perform that we see from our 
year 7 students in class. 

Year 8 have been specialising on musical 
instruments such as electric guitar, bass, 
keyboard, drums and vocals as we follow our 
KS3 Musical Futures programme. Students 
have been introduced to these instruments 
in an informal way in class, and we have been 
pleased by their songwriting promise and the 
potential they have demonstrated this year. 

Year 9 have worked in ensembles to produce 
their own cover versions of songs in our 
practice rooms. They have worked with such 
maturity and their musical outcomes were 
highly stylish and successful. 

MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

We are delighted that music-making is back and very much alive at JHN. We have learnt a lot from 
the ways we have had to adapt and adjust as a department to the evolving picture over the past 
two years. All year groups in the school continue to impress us in their aptitude to learn and adjust 
and their willingness to take risks, stepping beyond their comfort zone. 



GCSE
Year 10 have successfully completed 
their study of Rhythms of the World 
and we were delighted to welcome Raz 
Jayasuriya from Garden City Samba 
this week to deliver African Drumming 
and Samba workshops to prepare for 
the Queen’s Jubilee Celebrations in 
Letchworth. The students found these 
workshops exciting and enriching.

Our Year 10s are working so 
hard finishing off their first 
compositions. These are pieces 
of music that they are creating 
as part of their GCSE course.

Our 69 year 11 students have had an exceptional year, finalising 
their coursework and preparing for their GCSE exams. Our Year 
11s sang beautifully at their Celebration Mass last week. We wish 
them well in all their exams this summer. 

SIXTH FORM
Our Btec Music Performance students have impressed us by the 
way they have worked towards their Ensemble Performance 
unit. They have spent six months building towards an evening 
of musical entertainment which took place on Friday 13th May 
in school. Their hard work and dedication paid off and they 
performed highly stylish and memorable renditions of some well 
known pieces. 

We are just saying goodbye to our amazing Year 13 Music Technology class who have produced 
stunning work over the last two years, from professional level remixes and fully produced original 
songs to super stylish music for picture (TV/Film etc). We also have great emerging production 
talent in year 12, who have just completed their only externally assessed unit and are now 
beginning their journey into House and D’n’B remixes. Watch this space for more release ready 
music production from the JHN sixth form Music Tech class.

Our A Level music students are working to complete their compositions. We have been impressed 
by their attention to detail and their ability to realise their concepts and ideas in a musical way. 
They have also made a great start to their studies of their classical and popular set works.  
The students enjoyed analysing the structure of Mozart’s Quintet for Winds and Piano by using 
biscuits in their visual representation. 



CONCERT BAND
Our concert band rehearse 
each Tuesday and have made a 
welcomed comeback. They are 
now rehearsing for the Summer 
Concert. Newcomers are always 
welcome. See Mrs Evetts for 
more information. 

We are also beginning to plan for 
a European Concert Tour next 
year to Belgium. This is a chance 
to take away any members of the Choir, Concert Band, and Jazz Band who would like to come 
away to perform with us. More details to follow later in the term. The trip will be in July 2023.

Our instrumentalists continue to impress us with their dedication to the leading of liturgy and the 
spiritual life of the school. 

CHOIR
Earlier this year the choir performed at 
The Saint John Henry Newman feast 
day celebrations and at the school 
remembrance service. 

Choir is back rehearsing weekly and are 
making a beautiful sound. We rehearse on 
a Thursday during P6 in the Recital Room. 
Newcomers are always welcome. 

SUMMER
2022

We dnesday  13 th  Ju l y  7pm

M o r e  d e t a i l s  c o m i n g  s o o n

Conce r t

SAVE THE  DATE !

PERIPATETIC MUSIC LESSONS
We have a large number of pupils and students 
attending one-to-one music lessons at the school. 
These are facilitated by the Hertfordshire Music Service. 
We have a strong team of teachers who work with us at 
JHN. I would like to take this opportunity to thank our 
instrumental and vocal teachers who have adapted to 
online teaching when necessary also. 

Our pupils continue to make such excellent progress 
whilst attending instrumental and vocal lessons online. 
Thank you to all those who have continued with these 
music lessons. 

We currently offer peripatetic lessons on:

Voice • Guitar • Bass • Piano • Drums

Violin • Cello • Clarinet • Saxophone

Flute • Trumpet • Trombone 

If you would like to sign your son/daughter up for 
instrumental or vocal lessons, this can be done via the 
following link: www.hertsmusicservice.org.uk/register

We would like to thank all of the pupils 
and students for the way they have 
embraced and adapted to the necessary changes over the past two years. Our pupils and students 
have had to show great understanding, maturity and adaptability at times. They are a credit to 
their families. Wishing you all the best for the coming weeks, 
Mrs Evetts, Mr Fisher and Miss Springett

Appeal
As a department, we are passionate 
that all pupils and students should 
have access to musical instruments. 
This has been a challenge over the 
past two years with the restrictions 
that have been put in place. If you 
have any old, unwanted musical 
instruments or equipment at home 
gathering dust, please consider 
getting in touch and donating them 
to our music department. They would 
be put to great use and could make 
such a difference to our musicians in 
the school. Please email Mrs Evetts 
on evettsc@jhn.herts.sch.uk if you 
do have anything you would like to 
donate.

http://www.hertsmusicservice.org.uk/register
MAILTO:evettsc@jhn.herts.sch.uk


SAFEGUARDING - Online Safety - Sending Nudes

With thanks to the NSPCC’s website

Sharing nudes is the term for when someone sends a naked or semi-naked image or video to 
another person. Sharing nudes is sometimes called ‘sexting’, however this term is often used 
by young people to talk about sharing sexual messages and not imagery.  Young people can 
send nudes using phones, tablets and laptops and can share them across any app, site or game, 
including during a livestream. It could include sharing them across devices using offline services like 
Airdrop or Bluetooth.  In school we are aware that this happens in all year groups, as young as Year 
7 (and we have learned from our primary school colleagues that this is now being seen in Years 5 
and 6).

There are a number of reasons why a young person may send a nude.  These include peer pressure, 
being coerced, groomed, or blackmailed into doing so, to increase their self-esteem, as a dare or 
joke, to explore their sexuality, or because they fully trust a person they are in a relationship with 
(but this is not an exhaustive list).  Asking someone for a nude, or sending someone an unsolicited 
nude, is considered a form of sexual harassment.

It is illegal for anyone, including a child, to create or share a sexual image/video of a child, or send a 
sexual message to a child.  It is illegal to possess an explicit image of a child, even if they have given 
their consent for this.  Whilst the police are not keen to criminalise young people sharing imagery, if 
the image sharing is considered as ‘aggravated’, for example if it is obtained by coercion, then they 
may pursue a prosecution.  If an adult is involved, then the case will certainly be pursued by the 
police.

For more information on the risks of sending nudes, and advice on how to talk to your child about 
this matter and related issues, please use the school website’s Online Safety section for links to 
advice from the experts, such as the NSPCC, ParentInfo.org, Childnet.com, and InternetMatters.org.  
https://www.jhn.herts.sch.uk/2743/online-safety

I would like to draw your attention to the Children’s Wellbeing Practitioner Team, hosted by the 
Public Health School Nursing Team. They have some great workshops running, that can support 
our young people and families to access evidence based preventative and early intervention 
support for common emotional wellbeing and mental health difficulties.  The aim of the HCT 
Children’s Wellbeing Practitioners, is to ensure that children and young people can easily access 
this evidence-based support, early in the development of the problem through workshops, groups 
and 1-1 interventions. 

There are also lots of workshops that can be signed up for, to help you to support your son/ 
daughter, as well as a recent recorded 2-part webinar, based on school avoidance/ anxiety that 
may be off some interest to our families. Referrals for intervention can be made by parents/ 
guardians using the link below. Please do however, check the referral criteria is relevant to your 
child’s needs. 

https://www.hct.nhs.uk/our-services-and-referral-information/our-services-a-z/childrens-wellbeing-
practitioners-service/

EMOTIONAL HEALTH AND WELLBEING 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/
ParentInfo.org
Childnet.com
InternetMatters.org
https://www.jhn.herts.sch.uk/2743/online-safety
https://www.hct.nhs.uk/our-services-and-referral-information/our-services-a-z/childrens-wellbeing-practitioners-service/
https://www.hct.nhs.uk/our-services-and-referral-information/our-services-a-z/childrens-wellbeing-practitioners-service/


Tennis

Calling all tennis players and 
aspiring tennis players. After 
half term there are going to 
be district tournaments taking 
place. Please come and find a 
member of the PE Department 
if you are interested in taking 
part.

Athletics

The next athletics meet for year 8 and 10 will be on Tuesday 
7th June. A parentmail will be sent to those pupils who are 
selected before half term.

Cricket

The last cricket game of the half term for the year 8 boys 
saw them face St Christopher’s School at home. JHN bowled 
first, with St Chris starting strongly -3 of their opening 
batsman retiring out on a total of 25 or more. They ended 
up posting a good score of 125 from 15 overs. Thomas Watts 
and Gianluca Brighton, however, were impressive with 
the ball. JHN knew they had to score at a quick rate to be 
victorious. Thomas Watts got JHN off to a good start scoring 
25 and having to retire. Bobby French and Luke Bedford 
both added 9 runs each. However, JHN left it too late and 
fell short of the target by 25 runs. Cricket club will continue 
on Wednesdays after school with a few additional friendlies 
taking place after half term.

WEEKLY SPORTS NEWS 

Team photos

We now have the codes 
required for access to view and 
buy the photos. If you have not 
been sent a code for the photo 
you would like, please email 
Mrs Tembey and I will ensure 
you gain access to this.

Year 7 practicing the relay in their PE lesson this week



THE SAINT JOHN HENRY NEWMAN SCHOOL 

Thank a Teacher Day
INFORMATION FOR ALL SETTINGS TO  
CELEBRATE ‘THANK A TEACHER DAY’
DfE is supporting ‘Thank a Teacher Day’ on  
Thursday 26 May.

The department supports the campaign as teachers, 
support staff, and everyone working in education have 
gone above and beyond for this country’s children and 
young people, preparing the next generation to make 
the very best of their lives.

Say thank you to an amazing educator, from teaching 
assistants to school leaders, nursery staff to FE 
lecturers, by sending a free, personalised card for Thank 
a Teacher Day.

The Thank a Teacher campaign celebrates everyone 
working in education for the incredible work they do 
and there are plenty of opportunities for schools, pupils 
and parents to get involved.

NOTICES

Year 13 Leavers Mass

 Public Exams continue 
 Art Exhibition all week
Mon 6 June All Day Year 10 Business Trip  to National  
  Museum of Computing

  Period 2/3 Year 10/12 Cabinet Office Youth  
  Day in English dept.

Tue 7 June All Day Year 12 Drama Exam

 5.30pm Private View of the Art Exhibition

  7.00pm Year 12 Parents Higher Education  
  Evening

Wedy 8 June All Day Year 12 Drama Exam

  All Day District Calypso Cricket Tournament

Fri 10th June 4.00pm Fire Bell test

https://thankateacher.co.uk/thank-a-teacher/thank-a-teacher-form/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://thankateacher.co.uk/thank-a-teacher/thank-a-teacher-form/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://thankateacher.co.uk/national-thank-a-teacher-day2022/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery?utm_source=24%20May%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://thankateacher.co.uk/national-thank-a-teacher-day2022/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery?utm_source=24%20May%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
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NOTICES

End of Year Art Exhibition

To celebrate the hard work of the 
GCSE, A Level and BTEC Art & 
Design students we are holding an End of Year Art Exhibition. This will showcase a wide variety of 
disciplines, including fine art, graphics, textiles, 3D work and installation art.  The art department 
would like to congratulate our year 11 and 13 students for completing their qualifications and 
working hard to succeed, despite the challenges of the past two years. We will also be showcasing 
the work of year 10 and 12, to congratulate them on their hard work this year. Parents of all 
students studying art from year 10 through to 13 are invited to the private view of the exhibition, 
which will be 7th June from 5.30pm-7pm in the school hall. We look forward to seeing you there.

Enrichment Week: Stevenage Creativity Days- 23rd and 24th June 2022

We are pleased to announce that all students in years 7 and 8 will be taking place 
in an exciting Creativity project in Stevenage during Enrichment Week.  
The culmination of a half term’s reflection in Creativity lessons on the town’s past, 
present and future, students will be brought to the town centre to visit various 
locations, speak to professionals working in the regeneration project and engage 
in creative tasks. In school, they will produce a creative response to their learning 
that we will share with you. We look forward to seeing how they get on! Any 
questions, please contact: Ms Cummins cumminsk@jhn.herts.sch.uk  
or Mrs Gallagher gallaghers@jhn.herts.sch.uk 

We are pleased to announce that all year 7 and 8 
Creativity students will use their Creativity lessons to 
participate in a competition open to school children in 
Stevenage.

As part of the regeneration project, the Council is due to 
transform the current bus station into an exciting new 
space for the community to enjoy, filled with events, 
activities, food and drink and more. The students’ task is 
to think of a fun name and a logo to give to the space. 
The winning entry will be featured on an official plaque 
to be displayed in the town centre. The winner will also 
receive VIP tickets to the opening event for himself/ 

herself and five friends. We encourage you to discuss this wonderful opportunity with your children 
so that they can bring their innovative ideas to lessons. The deadline is the Creativity lesson on  
14th June 2022. For further information,  
please contact Ms Cummins cumminsk@jhn.herts.sch.uk 

HERO Postcard Competition

Years 7,8 9 and 10 have had an exciting opportunity recently 
to take part in our HEROs postcard competition. 

The winning entries will be created into the brand new 
HERO postcards that can be sent home for excellence in 
the categories: Hardworking, Empathetic, Resourceful and 
Organised.

There are lots of prizes up for grabs. Every student who 
designs a postcard and successfully fulfills the brief will 
gain Newman points. The form with the highest number of 
entries will win sweets. The individual who has made the 
winning postcard in each year group will gain 30 Newman 
points and have their postcard design made into the real 
deal and sent home to them!

You have until Thursday 26th to get your entries in!  
A reminder that:

Year 7 are creating a Hardworking postcard design
Year 8 are creating an Empathetic postcard design
Year 9 are creating a Resourceful postcard design
Year 10 are creating an Organised postcard design

mailto:admin@Jhn.herts.sch.uk
www.jhn.herts.sch.uk

