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HE IS RISEN

This is how we know 
what love is:

Jesus Christ laid 
down his life for us.

1 JOHN 3:16

THE SAINT JOHN HENRY NEWMAN CATHOLIC SCHOOL

WEEKLY INFORMATION
FRIDAY 22nd APRIL 2022

Dear 
Parents and Guardians, 

OUR
PUPILS
SHINE

Welcome to the start of the summer term. 
I hope that you had a very enjoyable, 
spiritual and restful Easter break. I must 
say that everyone appears to be well 
rested and ready for the term ahead. A 
very special welcome to all of our new 
Year 6 families, some of whom will be 
receiving this newsletter for the first time. 
We are looking forward to meeting with 
you all in person, over the coming weeks.

I have a number of important updates for 
you: the first concerns the new building at 
the back of the school. You will be able to 
see from the pictures below that a great 
deal of progress has been made and we 
are now confident that this building will 
be in full use from the start of September. 
I attended a meeting with the contractors 
just before the Easter break and I can 
share with you the current timeline. 

During the May half term contractors will 
move the History department from their 
current classrooms into the current main 
teaching block. This will be possible as our 
Year 11 and 13 students will be on study 
leave and involved in public examinations. 
At the start of June, the barriers securing 
the building site will be realigned to encompass the area around 
the History rooms and the art block so that preparation for their 
demolition can begin. Art lessons will also be moved to the main 
building when this takes place. By 11th June staff will have some 
access to the new block to see the building for the first time. 



In order for the school to occupy the new 
building in preparation for September, the 
Department for Education have requested 
that we close the school to students on Friday 
15th July. This means that the last day of this 
academic year for students will be Friday 15th 
July. This will allow for the migration of the 
school into the new building from Monday 18th 
July until Wednesday 20th July. This means 
that all staff will access the new building from 
Monday 18th July and prepare the classrooms, 
move furniture into the new build and complete 
the necessary health and safety familiarisation 
processes. 

In light of this change to term dates, I will review 
our Inset provision for next academic year 
and will confirm the arrangements  with you 
before we break up for the summer. I am not 
anticipating any significant changes, but may 
make some slight adjustments to the starting 
arrangements in September.  

The remaining timeline for the building work 
and the completion of Phase Two, the new 
block at the front of the school, is also on 
schedule. The current key dates are that we 
expect to move into the second new block on 
the 12th September 2023. The demolition of 
all of the remaining buildings, followed by the 
landscaping of this area, should be complete by 
the end of December 2023.   

This is all very exciting and will give our 
students the environment and resources that 
they so richly deserve.

The final update on the building works is the 
news that the re-roofing of the Science and DT 
Centre is now complete. This has been a major 
project financed by our trust DOWAT,  
the total cost being over £450000. The 
remaining scaffolding will be removed over 
the coming weekends. The roof should now 
be water tight for many years to come. The 
site manager for the project, Rory, is a former 
student and was very pleased to be back in his 
old school. He has completed an excellent job 
for us.

Finally, as we return to many of our normal 
practices, post Covid, we are keen to re-
establish our focus on high quality learning and 
an environment in which students can work 
well. To that end we will be pursuing our high 
expectations on good relationships with all and 
from all, excellent uniform and compliance with 
the school’s expectations on punctuality to 
school and to lessons. I have spoken with the 
students this week on these matters and look 
to our parents and guardians to reinforce the 
message at home. Please check your son’s or 
daughter’s uniform and preparation for the day, 
before they leave home. Working together we 
can ensure that everyone has the opportunity to 
make good progress, develop excellent life skills 
and thus achieve their dreams for the future.

The summer term is always a very enjoyable 
term as the weather improves and we gain the 
opportunities to meet with many of you face-to-
face once more. I will publish a revised schedule 
of events for this term, including concerts, 
masses, parents’ evenings and opportunities to 
visit the school. The Easter resurrection makes 
us a community of hope and ambition.  
I am sure the coming weeks will be a wonderful 
celebration of our Catholic ethos and vibrant 
community.

Psalm 117

Give thanks to the Lord for He is good, 
For His love has no end.
Let the sons of Israel say:
“His love has no end.”
Let those who fear the Lord say:
“His love has no end.”
The stone the builders rejected has become the corner 
stone.
This is the work of the Lord, a marvel in our eyes.
This day was made by the Lord; we rejoice and are 
glad.
O Lord, grant us salvation;
O Lord, grant us success.
Blessed in the name of the Lord is He who comes.
We bless you from the house of the Lord;
The Lord God is our light.
St John Henry Newman, pray for us

Have a good weekend everyone

God bless,

Mr Mathew



SAFEGUARDING - Knife Crime and Gangs

This week, students in Years 8 and 9 attended a talk 
on knife crime, gangs, and drug use, from Operation 
Educ8 and Paul Hannaford, a joint operation 
between the Police and Stevenage secondary 
schools.  We like to think that our children will not 
be at risk of getting involved in risky behaviour of 
these types, but the fact is that these issues are a 
reality for young people in our area.  You have a big 
role in helping to safeguard your child(ren) from 
these risks, and one of the best things you can do is 
have open dialogue about these issues.  With this in 
mind, here is a link to a very good document from 
Westminster City Council that covers the following:

• Useful facts to give you confidence when talking 
to your child

• The law relating to knives

• Why young people might join gangs

• Why young people might carry a knife

• Grooming and controlling behaviours

• Practical tips to help understand when your child 
may need further support

• How to have a conversation with your child 
about these issues

• Non-violent resistance (when a child is exhibiting 
challenging behaviour at home)

• County Lines

• Where to get help and support

https://www.westminster.gov.uk/sites/default/files/
advice_for_parents_and_guardians_about_gangs.
pdf

If you are concerned about your child being at risk 
of gang involvement, you can also seek support by 
contacting Miss Scouller, the school’s safeguarding 
lead, on scoullerj@jhn.herts.sch.uk, to discuss local 
support. In addition, should you have any concerns 
about your child being at risk of being involved in 
gang/knife/drug activity, you can also contact her 
to discuss what support can be put in place locally.

https://www.paulhannaford.com/
https://www.westminster.gov.uk/sites/default/files/advice_for_parents_and_guardians_about_gangs.pdf
https://www.westminster.gov.uk/sites/default/files/advice_for_parents_and_guardians_about_gangs.pdf
https://www.westminster.gov.uk/sites/default/files/advice_for_parents_and_guardians_about_gangs.pdf
mailto:scoullerj@jhn.herts.sch.uk


Swimming 

A huge well done to  all the JHN pupils 
who swam so brilliantly for North Herts in 
the Secondary Schools County Gala before 
Easter. Special credit to:

Sophie Stelmach - Silver Junior girls 
freestyle relay; Bronze junior girls 100m 
Individual Medley

Sophie Williams - Silver Junior girls medley 
relay; Bronze junior girls 50m butterfly

M Bayliss - Bronze senior girls medley relay; 
Bronze senior girls freestyle relay

Alice O’Toole - Bronze intermediate girls 
freestyle relay.

As always, an excellent display by our 
very talented swimmers who show such 
dedication and commitment to hours of 
training and competition.

Extra-curricular timetable - all 
clubs run from 3:15pm-4:15pm

Monday 

Athletics club open to all from  
9th May

*Athletics club for year 8 and 10 
only on Monday 15th April,  
then every Monday from then

Wednesday

Cricket club - year 7,8 and 9 
Rounders club- year 7,8,9 and 10

Thursday

Dance club - year 7 and 8 -  
in preparation for the dance 
display on July 6th

Fixtures will take place on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays -  
details will follow per event.

Cricket

Ex-JHN student Izzy Hopcraft is helping 
to look for girls to play cricket - please see 
the attached information for details. Izzy 
enjoyed a week’s work experience in the 
school earlier this term and we are hoping 
to see her again later in the summer term to 
deliver some more cricket to our pupils.

Athletics - A note for diaries:

Athletics dates - all will be held at Ridlins 
athletics track, Stevenage 4-6pm. Teams will 
be selected based on attendance at athletics 
clubs on Mondays.  More details  
will follow as the dates get closer.

Tuesday  3rd May   year 8/10/11
Tuesday  17th May  year 7/9
Tuesday  7th June  year 8/10/11
Thursday  16th June  year 8/10/11
Thursday  23rd June  year 7/9
Thursday  7th July year 7/9

Football 

The year 8 boys football team reached the North 
Herts District final by winning 5 in 5 games 
which crowned them league winners. They came 
up against a strong Knights Templar school 
in the final – they were clearly well organised 
and played some effective, direct football. KTS 
started much stronger and JHN looked a little 
nervous as they were struggling to keep the ball. 
Towards the end of the first half, however,  JHN 
started to get into the game and were the better 
team. The game was 0-0 at half time and both 
teams had chances to take the lead. Once the 
second half began, both teams were battling 
across the pitch; KTS started to look threatening 
and began to create chances in front of goal.  
Once they scored their first it was clear JHN lost 
confidence and KTS then scored a second. Full 
time was 2-0 to KTS who were the better team 
on the day but well done to all involved!

WEEKLY SPORTS NEWS 

Golf

Calling on all golfers or aspiring golfers from 
year 7 and 8. From the start of May there are 
going to be a number of golf tournaments that 
are going to take place at Letchworth Golf Club 
and Chesfield Downs Golf Club. Please let the PE 
Department know if you are interested.

GCSE Dance - Year 11

A fabulous evening 
of dance at the GCSE 
dance showcase at 
the end of last term.  
Well done girls.





THE SAINT JOHN HENRY NEWMAN CATHOLIC SCHOOL

Cor Ad Cor Loquitur • Heart Speaks unto Heart

@thejhnschool

Hitchin Road, Stevenage, Hertfordshire SG1 4AE Tel: 01438 314643 email: admin@Jhn.herts.sch.uk www.jhn.herts.sch.uk

NOTICES

THIS WEEKS DATES FOR PARENTS
Year 10 Mock Exams in the Sports Hall all 
week

Monday 25 April All Day Year 11 Form Tutor Meetings for 11BD & 11LR

Tuesday 26 April
All Day

Period 4

Year 11 Form Tutor Meetings for 11OR & 1JP
GCSE MFL Orals
Stall outside Room 4 –  
Services for Young People

Wednesday 27 
April All Day

Year 11 Form Tutor Meetings for 11MP  
GCSE MFL Orals

Thursday 28 April

All Day

6pm

7pm

A’ Level PE Moderation 
Year 11 Form Tutor Meetings for 11KTA
Student Leadership Interviews
REMOTE DofE expedition parent’s 
information evening
JHN Association Meeting in the Library

Friday 1 April 4.00pm Fire Bell test

Creativity project summer term 
2022: Stevenage and  
The Saint John Henry Newman 
Community 

Next half term, creativity 
students in years 7 and 8 will be 
working on an exciting project 
linked to the #evenbetter 
regeneration project currently 
underway in Stevenage. Year 
7 will be looking at the idea of 
‘pioneers’ and exploring the 
lives of the first people to move 
to Stevenage New Town in the 
1950s. Year 8 will be investigating 
what it’s like to live and work in 
Stevenage today and how the 
regeneration project will affect 
their own lives and futures in 
Stevenage. To this end, we would 
love to hear your stories about 
Stevenage and what the town 
means to you and your families 
today. Do you have relatives 
who moved here seventy years 
ago who told you stories about 
the New Town? Are you the first 
generation in your family to live 
in Stevenage? Whatever your 
connection to the town, please 
get in touch by filling out the 
form here. Students will use the 
collated information to produce 
creative responses that we will 
share with the school community. 
Thank you in advance for your 
support of our students’ work.

The English department are happy to introduce our first house 
competition – Identisaint!

Identisaint is open to all students in years 7, 8, and 9, and 
focuses on our new house saints, as well as making links to the 
work on the core strand Identity that pupils have focused on 
in their lessons. If your son/daughter wants to take part, they 
will need to think about their house saint, their life as a person, 
and their journey to sainthood. What happened in their life on 
the way to becoming saints that they relate to? What inspires 
them? Is there something that they can identify with in their 
life? Students should produce a piece of writing explaining what 
inspires them about their house saint, or that they can identify 
with. This can be a poem, some creative writing, a speech…
whatever they like! Poems should be no longer than 20 lines 
and any other writing should be no longer than 400 words.  
All entries will receive Newman points and there will be special 
prizes for the best pieces! Entries should be handed to Ms 
Donachie, Mr Pitman, or Miss Carney by Monday the 16th of 
May. Good luck! We can’t wait to see what you produce. 

SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR

£7.99£7.99 £9.99 £7.99

£6.99 £8.99£7.99
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13+14+

14+ 13+

TikTok
favourite!

TikTok
favourite!

and earn FREE BOOKS for our school*

BOOK FAIRBOOK FAIR
COME TO THECOME TO THE

CHOOSE FROM OV ER 200 OF  CHOOSE FROM OV ER 200 OF  
THE BEST NEW BOOTHE BEST NEW BOOKK S FROM ONLY £ 2.99!S FROM ONLY £ 2.99!

         Come to t he Fair  at  JHN Library!    Monday 25th -  Tuesday 26th April

The library team are running a 
Scholastic book fair in school on 
Monday 25th and Tuesday 26th April 
at break time and lunchtime. This is 
an excellent opportunity for your child 
to purchase a new book and all sales 
result in a percentage of credit for the 
school to supplement the library with 
new texts too. If your child would like 
to purchase a book, please make sure 
they bring cash along to the sale on the 
above dates. Books are usually priced 
between £5 and £10 but there are some 
bargains to be had at just £2.99!

mailto:admin@Jhn.herts.sch.uk
www.jhn.herts.sch.uk
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=HdBXoIwW9kGDT6myBtC__xQ3XC9e12FCnrrRoUV5j6ZUNlY4VzgzOERGSzI3SzI3N1FEMjE5Vk9CWC4u

