
Top Comprehensive and 
partially selective schools

th th

Top State Secondary
including private schools

Top Comprehensive and 
partially selective schools

th th

Top State Secondary
including private schools

HE IS RISEN
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FRIDAY 15th JULY 2022

Dear 
Parents and Guardians, 

OUR
PUPILS
SHINE

Welcome to the last newsletter of this academic 
year. Remarkably, we have completed the year 
without any periods of lockdown or school 
closure due to the pandemic and, despite a 
great deal of tiredness, an enormous amount 
has been accomplished by everyone. Our Year 
11 and Year 13 students have completed their 
public examinations and have left in high spirits. 
They eagerly await their examination results in 
the summer and we wish them all well. 

This week we had a very moving memorial 
mass for Kajetan Migdal, which was attended by 
approximately 250 people including Kajetan’s 
family, the dance group that he performed 
with and many friends and students. Father 
Norbert led the mass and it was a celebration of 
Kajetan’s life and his contribution to our school, 
which has been significant. It was a lovely 
evening in the saddest of circumstances.

On Wednesday we had our summer concert, 
which was a great success.  It was one of the 
best that I have attended, and reminded us all 
of how much we have missed the opportunity 
for live performances over the last two years. 
Our music department is without doubt one 
of the best in the country, and the quality of 
the performances was stunning. It was lovely 
to see so many parents and family members 
in attendance and the occasion certainly lifted 

the spirits of all who were present. It was 
also announced that the production for next 
academic year will be Grease - something I am 
really looking forward to.



Finally, on Thursday, we were able to host the delayed 
Presentation Evening, which should have taken place 
in November. Unfortunately, due to the timing and the 
demands on the school, it was only possible to run a much 
smaller event and to involve only the students currently 
in the school. Not what we would have wanted, but 
unfortunately, we have had to make compromises. The 
guest of honour was former student Lee Simmons and it was 
a real pleasure to have him back in school and to hear him 
speak. Next year we anticipate everything will be as normal 
and that all of our events will be able to run as intended. 

The new build is moving at pace: the rear block is nearly 
complete and the next stage involving the demolition 
of buildings at the front of the school has started. We 
are looking forward to moving into the new classrooms 
for September. I can share with you that one of the 
consequences of the second stage of the building work is 
that, in September, there will not be any parking provision 
for Sixth Form students on the school site. We have been 
very lucky to be able to offer Sixth Form parking as most 
schools do not, but, until the finally phase of building is 
complete, we will not have any spaces for Sixth Form 
students. I understand that this is an inconvenience and I will 
make you aware as soon as we are able to open the parking 
area once more.

Today, Friday, is the last day of this academic year for 
students. I wish every one of you a peaceful, restful and 
enjoyable summer break and I look forward to welcoming 
you all back in September.

God bless, and thank you all for 
your kind words and prayers of 
support.

Mr C Mathew

Dear God,

Let us revel in summer.
Let us soak up the long days and warm sun.

May our feet walk on sandy beaches and our heads 
rest on thick grass under blue skies.

May we listen to and marvel at the singing of the 
birds and stop to watch blissful children at play.

This summer, God, may our breathing slow and our 
hearts open. God, help us to be present to all that is 

so that we might best see all that might be.
Amen

Written and offered by David Johnson
St John Henry Newman, pray for us.



Mental Health Support Team Stevenage have lots of sessions on offer over the summer:

These include:

• For parents and carers -Understanding Worries and low mood
• For parents and carers - Transition to secondary School
• For parents and carers– Confidence, resilience and Risking on Purpose
• For 16-18yr olds New beginnings

Scan the QR code to book 
places.

They will also be hosting 
Coffee Mornings for all 
Stevenage MHST Education 
Sites.  These are being held 
at Barnwell Upper School, 
SG2 9SR.

HEALTH & WELLBEING 

Children can eat for just £1 at Asda Cafés across England and Wales 
this Summer – with no minimum adult spend

https://corporate.asda.com/newsroom/2022/07/05/children-can-eat-
for-just-1-at-asda-cafes-across-england-and-wales-this-summer-with-
no-minimum-adult-spend
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Playing might not seem 
important for your wellbeing 
but it can help you explore 
your thoughts and emotions, 
escape from reality or simply 
to relax and have fun.

We can often �nd ourselves 
being busy with plans but 
remember it’s okay to pause, 
take time for yourself, relax 
and recharge.

Keeping active can positively 
impact your mood and 
wellbeing, and you can do it 
your way, whether it’s dancing, 
sports, going to the gym or 
simply going for a walk.

Finding ways to be creative 
can be an opportunity to 
express yourself and focus on 
the present moment. This 
could be through acting, 
cooking, drawing, writing or 
making music.

Practicing self-kindness is not 
always easy but being your 
own best-friend, however this 
might look, is important when 
looking after your mental 
health and wellbeing.

#SelfCareSummer

care
secondary
Relationships and
connection

Spending time with trusted 
people, like friends and family, is 
important for your wellbeing. 
Whether it’s a listening ear, 
shoulder to cry on or advice, we 
all need someone we can turn 
to.

Play and 
entertainment

Relaxation

Physical 
activity

Creativity Emotional 
health

summer
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Athletics

Last Thursday saw the year 7 and 9 athletics 
teams took part in their last meet of the 
season. All students participated extremely 
well in testing conditions. A special mention 
to those students below who won a medal.

Year 9 boys:

Charles Ebigbo

Bartosz Wolowicz

Marco Dantas

Josh Baguley

Year 7 boys

Divine Onyechere

Logan Kitchener

Year 7

Jessica Smith

Vanessa Oiwoh

Penielle Oyelaja 

Emilia Pagani

Karolina Wolowicz

WEEKLY SPORTS NEWS 

Sports Day

Some of our pupils did something a little different to the 
main events of sports day. To ensure they could enjoy the 
day and soak up the amazing atmosphere, we ran a mini 
sports day. The pupils enjoyed cricket, mini badminton, just 
dance, bowls as well as a little “twerking”!  Students and 
staff had a great day and we all managed to cheer on our 
form groups in the athletics in the afternoon!

Year 9 girls

Sumer Goodman

Rhiann Manela

Eireann Vaughan
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Here are a selection of pictures from the Saints Cup Winners Party, The Summer Concert,    
Reading Celebration and Secondary Transfer Day.
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