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Dear 
Parents and Guardians, 

OUR
PUPILS
SHINE

As I mentioned last week, this newsletter is to 
share with you the images and joy that was 
Enrichment Week. We take the need for student 
enrichment very seriously, and as well as our 
provision during the course of the academic 
year, we also have a dedicated week in June for 
all our students to experience something new, 
different and, we hope, inspiring. 

The timing of the event has historically been 
determined by two key features of the week. 
The first is the Year 7 trips to France and Spain, 
both sadly missing in recent years due to the 
Covid pandemic, but which will return next 
year. The second significant feature is the Work 
Experience week for our Year 10 students. 
This amazing opportunity to experience the 
real world of the workplace, always has a big 
impact on our students and, for many of them, 
redefines their future plans and choices. 

This year we had the added attraction of the 
Duke of Edinburgh Award expedition for our 
Year 9 students. This is a great opportunity 
to exhibit leadership skills and a sense of 
independence, and I must thank the large 
number of you who have written in to thank the 
staff, and who have commented on how much 
your children enjoyed the opportunity. I am told 
that a large number of our students intend to 
pursue the Silver Award next year. Well done 

to everyone involved. The other trip which took 
place during this week was the Geography 
Field Trip for our Year 12 students, who went 
to Wales. This trip helped the students to 
complete essential coursework elements of their 
programme of study.

For those students who remained in school 
there were a multitude of events including 
Creativity, spiritual life, enterprise, Olympians, 
STEM, sports, leadership opportunities and 
guest speakers. I was particularly pleased to 
see so many of our former students return and 
share their life experiences with our current 
students. It is always very powerful to hear 
from adults, who once wore the “Blue Blazer” 
themselves and  sat where the students now 
sit, as to how they have found life post-Saint 
John Henry Newman, and how the school has 
helped to form them. We also had two days 
in Stevenage Town Centre, which were very 
enjoyable and well supported by the local 
Stevenage councillors. It is so important for the 
school and the community that we continue to 
build links with the town and make the most of 
the many opportunities it offers.  My thanks to 
everyone involved. 

I hope you enjoy the images follow on the next 
page; it was a wonderful week. 



A prayer for the summer

As the sun rises, Lord, let your light shine on me. Destroy the darkness about me, scatter the darkness before 
me, disperse the darkness behind me, dispel the darkness within me. Let your light shine on me. As the sun rises, 
Lord, let your light shine on me. The warmth of your presence, the brightness of your love, the radiance of your 

joy, the shining of your hope. Let your light shine on me. As the sun rises, Lord, let your light shine on me. your 
light to guide, your light to lead, your light to direct, your light to brighten. Let your light shine on me. Amen

David Adam
St John Henry Newman, pray for us.

God bless everyone and have a good weekend.  

Mr C Mathew

Finally, a reminder of all of the events which are taking place in 
the final weeks of this term. We have,

Friday 1 July  Year 11 Prom

Wednesday 6 July  Gym and Dance

Monday 11 July Drama Club Performance

Tuesday 12 July Memorial Mass for Kajetan Migdal

Wednesday 13 July Summer Concert

Thursday 14 July Presentation Evening, by invitation only

Friday 15 July Last day of academic year for all students



During Enrichment Week 2022, all students in years 7 and 8 
took part in Stevenage Creativity Days, two exciting days of 
timetabled activities where they practised their Creativity skills 
in a new context. Creativity is an important and exciting aspect 
of learning in which students are explicitly taught skills for 
living fulfilled lives now, and in preparation for when they leave 
school. The culmination of a half term’s reflection in Creativity 
lessons on Stevenage’s past, present and future, students were 
brought to the town centre to visit various locations, speak to 
professionals working in the regeneration project and engage in 
a range of tasks. In school, they produced an individual, creative 
response to their learning. 

Though we are proud to be a Stevenage school, there are many 
students in our community who do not live in the town. It was 
therefore really important to us that the trip would make them 
more curious about Stevenage. Through the carefully chosen 
activities, we wanted our students to reflect on the pioneering 
attitude of the first people to come to Stevenage; to learn 
about the regeneration project and how it will impact students’ 
lives; to celebrate Stevenage and community; to celebrate 
diversity and inclusion; to increase students’ cultural capital; 
to encourage students to be proud of where they live and 
go to school and to encourage children to invest in their own 
communities.

In the town centre, students 
took part in a carousel of 
activities that included a 
visit to the Visitor Centre, a 
tour of the new bus station 
and town centre, a visit to 
Junction 7 Creatives, a tour of 
the Council Chambers, a visit 
to the Museum and various 
noticing activities located in 
the town square. For example, 
students took part in an art 
hunt, noticing and answering 
questions about the artwork 
and sculptures placed around 
the town centre. They also had 
the opportunity to interview 
members of the public about 
their experiences of the town.

In school, students began the 
day with an assembly with 
a speaker from Stevenage 
Museum about the origins of the New Town. After this, they had 
four hours to produce a creative response to either the theme 
of ‘pioneers’ (year 7) or ‘regeneration’ (year 8). To hone their 
creative skills, they worked through a creative cycle of idea 
generation, planning, failing and fixing and reflection. This process 
allows students to evaluate their own learning and ensure 
their work is purposeful. We, and they, are really proud of how 
successfully their work turned out. These pieces will be handed 
over to the Council who will display them in locations around the 
town centre.

ENRICHMENT WEEK: STEVENAGE CREATIVITY DAYS



Feedback from Mr Anderson, Deputy Head Teacher:  
“I am really proud that The Saint John Henry Newman 
School has embarked on this project through Creativity 
lessons and that I have been able to be a part of it. Being 
from Stevenage and knowing the strengths of the town 
and what it can offer, I feel it is important our students are 
made aware of these too. It was great that the students 
researched the history of the town, its pioneers and how 
innovative it was as a New Town in the 1950s and still is 
today. I loved spending time with the students in the town 
centre over 2 days during Enrichment week and for them 
to be able to learn about the regeneration of the Town and 
to see where decisions are made in the Council Chambers gave them 
a great insight. Students were also able to see the names of 5 ex-Saint 
John Henry Newman students who had been Stevenage Youth Mayor, 
this was really inspirational for them and hopefully will lead to more of 
them getting involved.”

Feedback from Mrs Gallagher (Enrichment Week co-ordinator,  
Subject Leader of Design Technology,  
Teaching & Learning/Professional Development)

“It was lovely to see the children enjoy a trip into town to explore where 
they go to school and live, the weather was perfect. The students 
enjoyed the walk to town and participated in a carousel of engaging 
activities centred around the Town square. They enjoyed interviewing 
members of public and were really pleased when they came across 
pioneers to the town. They were excited to see the new bus station and 
enjoyed learning about the plans for the town, they loved the creative 
experience at Junction 7, playing music and drawing pictures.  The 
museum was fun to explore and they were able to enjoy lunch on the 
green space behind. A highlight was most definitely the comfy chairs in 
the council chambers!!”

Feedback from Ms Cummins, Creativity subject leader: 

“During the Stevenage Creativity Days, our students excelled at using 
their Creativity skills, both in the town centre and back in school. They 
were motivated and curious and were able to ask pertinent questions 
of themselves and of others. We are really proud of how the students 
found solutions to the design brief and can’t wait to see the finished 
work on display in town!’

Feedback from students:

Sarah Thoelke, “I enjoyed the variety of places we went to see and 
the activities we completed at each. It was amazing to see where the 
rest of Stevenage Borough Council work as I am the secretary of the 
Stevenage Youth Council.”

Robert Seed: “I really enjoyed the museum- it was awesome.”

Cerys Horner: “Being able to walk around a museum all around 
Stevenage was so cool. There was a lot to see and do and it was 
really interactive. The pioneers who came here turned Stevenage into 
a beautiful town with so much potential.”

Julius Poole: “Businesses are taking risks by giving shop spaces 
to new organisations like Junction 7 Creatives.  I see a lot of 
opportunities in Stevenage that could lead to me working here in the future.”

India Goodman: ‘The people we talked to in the town were really positive’”

Pichayada Siriphala: “I enjoyed being able to learn not in a classroom but outdoors. I started to 
notice more artwork and writing in the town centre. I didn’t know where the council building was 
even though I go to the town centre really often. I liked the how enthusiastic the speaker at the 
Council chamber was and how comfortable the chairs were!”

Maisie Grant: “I liked talking to people and discovering how they all had their own story about 
Stevenage.”

Maksymilian Pekalski: “The town planners and organisers should be proud to be working in  
such a place.”



Thank you to the Parents’ Ultimate Guide to Tik Tok and to Internet Matters for the information 
below.

TikTok is a free social media app that lets you watch, create, and share videos -- often to a 
soundtrack of the top hits in music -- right from your phone. TikTok has innovative video-editing 
features, viral dances, and celebrity cameos that make it incredibly popular. 

While much of TikTok is harmless fun, there are real concerns about children using the app. As with 
any social network, you have to use privacy settings to limit how much information is being shared. 
Because you can post videos immediately without first reviewing or editing them, children can 
upload impulsively. And other issues have dogged the app, including reports of online predators 
using the app to target younger users.

Another concern is TikTok trends and challenges, which are a popular part of the app that change 
often. Users can re-create content from dance challenges to memes about current events. While 
many are harmless and fun, there are others that need to be monitored closely.  These challenges 
and trends can harm a child’s physical health and mental wellbeing, including one challenge that 
led to the deaths of multiple children aged 9-12.  

Follow this link for the full information from Parents’ Ultimate Guide to Tik Tok (Commonsense 
Media):  https://www.commonsensemedia.org/articles/parents-ultimate-guide-to-tiktok

Follow this link for the full information on TikTok app safety – What parents need to know - 
Internet Matters: 

https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/esafety-news/tik-tok-app-safety-what-parents-need-to-
know/

SAFEGUARDING - ONLINE SAFETY - TIK TOK 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/articles/parents-ultimate-guide-to-tiktok
https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/esafety-news/tik-tok-app-safety-what-parents-need-to-know/
https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/esafety-news/tik-tok-app-safety-what-parents-need-to-know/




Dance

Congratulations to the girls who 
competed in the Dance World Cup in 
Spain this week. Freya Gordon came 
6th in the children song & dance 
solo section. Kyla Treanor, Jemima 
McConnell-Smith and Leila Browne 
came 4th in the large street dance 
group section. 

All pupils who attended District athletics on Weds 29th June are invited to meet with  
Mr Mathew on Weds 6th July during morning registration for a presentation and photos.  
This will be in the Junior Dining room.  Please bring your medals in that day!

The final athletics meet for year 7 and 9 will take place on Thursday 7th July at Ridlins from 
4pm to 6pm. Due to Sports day on Monday, athletics club will be on Tuesday after school for 
year 7 and 9 only. If you would like to be selected, you must attend this practice.

Athletics

Thank you to GB athletes 
Emma Nwofor and and 
Rechmial Miller for joining us in 
PE lessons this week. Students 
were given the opportunity to 
work closely with Emma and 
Rech to perfect and develop 
their technique in a number 
of different athletics events. 
These sessions came at a 
particularly good time for our 
athletes who competed 
at the District event on 
Thursday. We have no 
doubt that their expertise 
was greatly appreciated by 
our students. Thanks again 
to Emma and Rechmial, we 
wish you all the best in your 
training and competition 
and look forward to seeing 
all the gold medals you’ll 
collect.

WEEKLY SPORTS NEWS 



WEEKLY SPORTS NEWS 

District athletics results 

An amazing full day of athletics in the district schools’ athletics 
championships. This event hosts 14 schools from Stevenage and 
North Herts.  Pupils from year 7-10 competed and the full list of 
competitors is below. Pupils who medaled in this event are also listed. 

Huge congratulations to Adaugo Madu in year 10 - not only did she 
win a gold medal- she absolutely smashed the district record!!!   
Well done to Adaugo!! 

The year 8 team came 3rd overall which is an outstanding 
achievement!!! 

Year 10: 

James Kosky - 1st 1500m 

Sonny Gardner - 2nd Javelin 

Uzo Dike - 3rd Long Jump 

Year 8: 

Sophie Stelmach 1st 1500m, Rose Cook 1st 100m,  Ella Troni 2nd 
200m,  Beatrix Grant- 3rd 300m, Anthony Nwajei 2nd high Jump, 
Ejiro Efemini 2nd 300m, Emile janustye 3rd 800m,  Rose Cook 2nd 
Long Jump

Year 8 boys 3rd  4x100m relay:  Lucas Tembey, Marvin Fordjour,  
Aidan O’Connell and Anthiny Nwajei 

Year 8 girls 4x 100m relay- 3rd- Caitlin King, Beatrix Grant, Ella Troni 
and Rose Cook 

Year 7: 

Karolina Wolowicz 2nd 1500m, Victoria Akhigbe 2nd hurdles, Penielle 
Oyelaja 3rd 800m, Alfie Swain 2nd Shot. 

Year 7 girls 4x 100m bronze: Neso Eneli, Ava Adedya, Victoria 
Akhigbe, Penielle Oyelaja 

All competitors: 

Mezue Anyaegbunam, Liam Thompson, Kasper Dyk, Tom Rustean, 
Adam Miles, Finley Knight 

Summer Goodman, Vanessa Andrew, Rhian Manela,Charles Ebigbo, 
Alex Dike, Marco Dantas, Cillian McCormick, Josh Baguley, Dhyan 
Battung, Daniel Akinbogun. 

Sophia Wade, Shalom Nnorom, Aoife donker, Matthew Thomson, 
Michael Curtin, Karol Pluta, Finn Groom, Donnie Cooper, George 
Sweeney, Louis Millerat, Lyndon Oakley, Divine Onyechere, 
Michael Ademiluyi, Gabriel Armstrong, Aaron Hughes, Chibuike 
Eronwu, Jonah Gilbert, Jessica smith, Freya Thornehill, Osayemen 
Airomwanbo, Anaiah Smith. 

Year 9: 

Bartosz Wolowicz- 2nd 1500m 

Eirann Vaughn 3rd 200m 

Charles Ebigbo 3rd hurdles



NOTICES

Date  Time 

Mon 4 July  Sports Day 
  Student Leadership retreat departs 
 6.00pm Governors Mass 
 7.00pm Full Governing Body Meeting

Tues 5 July  Student Leadership Retreat all day 
 11.00am Year 9/10 School of Hard Knocks trip  
  to Nuclear Races

Wed 6 July  Sixth Form Physics trip to Thorpe Park 
  7.00pm Gym and Dance Display

Thur 7 July  Year 8 HPV1 Jabs in the Gym 
  Stevenage Primary Schools Dance Festival 

THE SAINT JOHN HENRY NEWMAN CATHOLIC SCHOOL

Cor Ad Cor Loquitur • Heart Speaks unto Heart

@thejhnschool

Hitchin Road, Stevenage, Hertfordshire SG1 4AE Tel: 01438 314643 email: admin@Jhn.herts.sch.uk www.jhn.herts.sch.uk
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presentspresents

featuringfeaturing

From 6:30pm  -  Start time 7pm

Drinks and snacks available
TICKETS ON SALE THIS WEEK VIA PARENTPAY

BRINGING US ALL BACK TOGETHER AGAIN THROUGH  DANCE



 

                      

HERTFORD HOCKEY CLUB 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Hertford Hockey Club has a large and successful Junior Section based at Balls Park in Hertford. We cater for all ages and abilities 
from 5/6 years old upwards and run training sessions on Saturday/Sunday mornings for the younger age groups and midweek 
evening sessions for the older age groups. We are very much a family friendly Club with the emphasis on children enjoying hockey. 
 

 
 
We are planning to run 3 FREE Taster Sessions during July/August that anyone can come along to and just give hockey a go. The 
sessions are on the following dates: 

• Saturday 6th August 2022 
• Sunday 13th August 2022 
• Saturday 20th August 2022 
• Saturday 27th August 2022 

 
 

The season starts the first week in September, so don't worry if you cannot make any of the sessions above, you can still come 
along in September and give it a go. (3 FREE Taster Sessions before you need to commit). 
 
If you would like to sign up to any of our Taster Sessions over the summer, please do so by contacting us at 
hertfordhcyouth@gmail.com 
 
You can also find out more about Hertford Hockey Club here www.hertford-hockey.co.uk. 
 
 


