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Dear 
Parents and Guardians, 

OUR
PUPILS
SHINE

Welcome to more normal times. It has been 
wonderful to see our community come back 
together once more. To see those happy, 
smiling faces walking around the school and all 
engaging with one another again is so heart-
warming. I must say that you have all been 
stunning in supporting this return to school and 
this has meant it has run very smoothly - thank 
you. 
Over the next two weeks we will try to re-
establish our normal school routines, while 
covering and consolidating much of the work 
that was undertaken remotely. At the same time, 
the successful testing process will be continued 
in a  programme continuing over the next two 
weeks. Once the home testing kits arrive into 
school we will distribute them to all pupils and 
students in the school; this is anticipated to be 
before the Easter break. We have also planned 
to give the pupils and students some training on 
the home testing process which is very simple to 
implement. 

We are making plans for the process of 
establishing the Centre-Assessed Grades of 
our Year 13 students and Year 11 pupils in a way 
which is accurate and fair we are expecting 
further guidance from The Department for 
Education and the examination boards over 
the next few days. We are also reviewing our 
diary for the remainder of the academic year 
as part of investigating how we will report on 
progress for the rest of the school in the time 
remaining. Our initials thoughts are to move the 
two remaining Parents Evenings for Year 7 to the 
second half of the summer term. We will confirm 
any changes before the end of this term.

Enjoy the weekend. It is so nice to be back to a 
more normal routine; once again thank you all.

Saint John Henry Newman, pray for us.

God bless, Mr Mathew

A prayer from St. Ignatius of Loyola
Take, Lord, and receive all my liberty, my memory, 
my understanding, and my entire will, all I have and 
call my own. You have given all to me. To you, Lord, 
I return it. Everything is yours; do with it what you 
will. Give me only your love and your grace, that is 
enough for me.

Finally, we also received the excellent news 
that our planning permission has been 
granted and work on our new buildings will 
start in three months’ time. Some initial work 
has already taken place and no doubt it will 
all move very quickly now. The first phase is 
due for completion in the summer of 2022, 
with the final building phase completed in 
the summer of 2023. 



Social sciences includes Sociology, Psychology and Economics and these subjects are taught 
at A level. It allows children and young people to develop their understanding of the world 
by learning about other people and their values, in different times, places and circumstances: 
they also develop their understanding of their environment and how it has been shaped. These 
subjects are extremely popular with sixth form students, many of whom go on to study them at 
University. 

Please find below details of what our students studied in each of our subjects and the experiences 
they had in 2019-2020, as well as, a summary of what our students have accomplished so far in this 
academic year.

Sociology involves a fascinating study of the society in which we 
live and how it has been shaped. 

Year 12 students have completed their study of the Sociology of 
Education. They have explored various types of inequality which 
exist in achievement patterns influenced by class, gender and 
ethnicity. They have carried out their own research including 
a questionnaire survey, which asked 6th form students about 
their choices at A level and what influenced these choices. They 
have now moved onto studying Families and Households and 
they will investigate how patterns of family life have changed. 
Year 12 students continue to carry out an individual presentation 
to the class each week on a topic of interest. Presentations 
have included gender and inequality in the workplace, the 
academisation of education as well as the causes and impact of 
knife crime. Students were engaged in a very successful outside 
inside week in October where they visited a number of places of 
Sociological interest including Cambridge Crown court, Grenfell 
Tower and even Karl Marx’ tomb in Highgate Cemetery. 

2019-2020

SOCIAL SCIENCES 

Year 13 students have recently completed their 
unit on Crime and Deviance. In this they explored 
the causes of crime from various sociological 
perspectives. To support this learning, Sociology 
and Psychology attended a Criminology 
conference in November where the students 
listened and interacted with a variety of expert 
speakers who engaged them by discussing 
issues such as the fallibility of lie detector tests 
and the reasons for a rise in Islamophobia. Miss 
Hunter and I were even successful in winning 
the Kahoot quiz! The students also spent time 
researching the impact of globalisation on 
crime and the responsibility of multinational 
corporations in committing environmental crime. 
Students conducted a number of presentations 
investigating companies such as Nestle and Nike. 
They are now busily preparing for their mock 
exams. Revision classes run each Wednesday 
to support students in their run up to their final 
exams.

2019-2020
Sociology Year 12

During the summer holiday, students were asked to 
complete some bridging work to prepare them to  
study A Level Sociology. They completed a variety of 
tasks including some research into why society has changed and why societies and cultures are 
different. They were also asked to review a number of television programmes such as Black Mirror 
and Educating Essex. Their final task involved students carrying out their own research into how 
people have coped with isolation during the pandemic, using interview and questionnaires. These 
students have coped extremely well with remote learning in the form of ‘live’ Teams lessons. They 
studied The Sociology of Education in the autumn term, Sociological Methods in the spring term 
and we have now moved on to study Families and Households. They have shown remarkable 
resilience and engagement during these difficult times, producing work of an excellent standard.

Sociology Year 13

Students have recently completed their study of Crime and Deviance. They too have shown 
remarkable dedication to remote learning and each has produced a portfolio of work of the 
very highest quality. They have continued to deliver presentations to their classmates on topics 
including; the relationship between the media and crime, and incidences of white collar and 
corporate crime and their links to globalisation. The students are looking forward to taking part in a 
‘remote’ revision day in March led by an external examiner, which will help them to prepare for their 
external assessments in the summer term. 

We follow the AQA specification and there are a number of websites and YouTube videos to 
support their learning including: 

www.s-cool.co.uk/a-level/sociology

https://www.tes.com/resources/search/?q=a%20level%20sociology

https://getrevising.co.uk/pages/links

http://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/wiki/category:a_level_sociology_revision_notes 

http://sociology.org.uk/

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=tutor2usociology

www.s-cool.co.uk/a-level/sociology
https://getrevising.co.uk/pages/links
http://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/wiki/category:a_level_sociology_revision_notes
http://sociology.org.uk/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=tutor2usociology


2021
Year 12 students have just completed their Attachment 
unit where they have learnt about animal imprinting, how 
attachment is created and what affects different types 
of attachment have upon a person’s adult life. They have 
been watching many documentaries such as Babies on 
Netflix and Romanian orphans on BBC News. They have 
also been learning about different cultures and the different 
styles of raising children. They are about to learn about 
Psychopathology – what is the definition of normal plus 
explanations and treatments of OCD, depression and 
phobias. 

Year 13 students have completed the topic of Schizophrenia, 
learning about the myths around this mental health disorder. 
They have learnt about the different explanations of the 
cause of the disorder and evaluated different treatments 
such as CBT, family therapy and token economy. They have 
also researched beyond the specification, to learn the most 
up to date information. They are about to start their final 
topic of Aggression where we discuss many debates such 
as are criminals born or made? If someone has a criminal 
gene, do they have free will or are they determined to be 
aggressive?  

We follow the AQA specification and there is a range  
of resources online to support students.  
Crash Course Psychology is a good YouTube 
channel for students to follow as the quick 
paced and passionate presenter, Hank Green, 
demonstrates his knowledge through cartoon 
demonstrations and real world application: 
https://www.youtube.com/user/crashcourse

Other useful revision websites are https://www.
physicsandmathstutor.com/psychology-revision/
a-level-aqa: this has revision notes, past exam 
papers and revision videos. Furthermore, https://
www.tutor2u.net/psychology also has revision 
notes, “model student answers” and revision 
videos. 

Past papers are available on the AQA website: 
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/psychology/
as-and-a-level/psychology-7181-7182 under 
assessment resources for students to use as part 
of their revision. It also includes documents such 
as AQA command words and the specification. 
Students should be using their textbook or 
revision guides to further develop the quality and detail of 
their notes, as well as using them for practice questions. 

2019-2020
In 2019, the Psychology students have been able to apply their 
knowledge to the world around them with recent news events. 
They have also been discussing various documentaries such 
as “Extreme OCD camp” and “Car crash: Who’s lying?” The 
Psychology students were encouraged to visit places like the 
“Freud Museum”, “Jack the Ripper Museum”, “London Science 
Museum” as part of their outside inside week. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/crashcourse
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/psychology-revision/
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/psychology-revision/
https://www.tutor2u.net/psychology
https://www.tutor2u.net/psychology
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/psychology/as-and-a-level/psychology-7181-7182
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/psychology/as-and-a-level/psychology-7181-7182


2019-2020
As ever, it is an interesting time to be studying 
economics, with plenty of stories in the media 
for students of the subjects to be following: 
from the impact of Covid-19 on the UK and 
global economy to the nature of Britain’s future 
economic relationship with the EU  and the rest 
of the world.   

Year 12 students completed bridging work on 
the impact of Covid-19 on the UK economy 
and produced some well researched reports 
on the subject.  I have been most impressed 
with their attitude to learning, despite the 
challenging circumstances in which they have 
found themselves.  They have completed the 
first of four themes in A level economics: an 
introduction to markets and market failure.  
They are currently studying the UK economy – 
performance and policies, looking at the main 
objectives of government economic policy.  
We will shortly move on to the measures the 
government uses to manage the economy.  
This is a particularly fascinating topic at the 
moment, as government spending increases to 
offset the effects of Covid. We will look at what 
scope, if any, the Bank of England, under its 
new Chairman Andrew Bailey, has to promote 
growth in the UK and the debate over possible 
negative interest rates. 

Year 13 students have recently completed their 
microeconomics course, studying business 
economics, poverty and inequality and market 
failure.  There have been plenty of real life 
examples recently with the nationalisation of 
Northern Rail and Tesco being fined for anti-
competitive behaviour.  For anybody interested 
in causes of inequality I would recommend 
Joseph Stiglitz’s book The Great Divide.  They 
have recently moved on to the final part of their 
course, looking at global trade, Britain’s relations 
with the EU (an issue where I am sure we will 
not be able to achieve any clarity) and economic 
development.   

We follow the AQA Economics specification and 
there is a range of resources available on line 
to support students. In terms of visual material.  
I particularly like Econdal’s YouTube Channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/user/EconplusDal

which is clearly separated into years/topics

Other videos available to support A level 
Economics include the following website: 

Khan Academy: https://www.youtube.com/user/
khanacademy 

Economics online videos - mainly but not 
exclusively micro https://www.economicsonline.
co.uk/Definitions/Video-collection.html

Tutor2u https://www.tutor2u.net/economics/
videos 

Tutor2U and Economicshelp www.
economicshelp.org  provide comprehensive 
revision notes on a range of topics relevant to A 
level students; Physics and Maths Tutor has a set 
of revision notes, for all AS and A level papers, 
which can be downloaded and printed.  

Whilst we await clarity on assessment for Year 
13, I would advocate that students continue to 
practie exam questions and technique. Past 
papers are accessible on the AQA website; for 
students looking for more practice of multiple 
choice questions, both OCR and Eduqas have 
multiple choice questions and the content is 
very similar to AQA (paper 3 for OCR and paper 
1 for Eduqas), past papers can be accessed 
via the websites.   For further microeconomics 
practice, essays from the AQA specification 
pre-2015 are still valid; these have been removed 
from the AQA website, but are still available at 
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/past-
papers/a-level-economics/ 

Scroll down and look for Legacy A-levels AQA 
Unit 3.   

Finally, in terms of revision guides, I would 
recommend A-Level Economics: Year 1 & 2 
Complete Revision & Practice (CGP A-Level 
Economics) 

https://www.youtube.com/user/EconplusDal
https://www.youtube.com/user/khanacademy
https://www.youtube.com/user/khanacademy
https://www.economicsonline.co.uk/Definitions/Video-collection.html
https://www.economicsonline.co.uk/Definitions/Video-collection.html
https://www.tutor2u.net/economics/videos
https://www.tutor2u.net/economics/videos
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/past-papers/a-level-economics/
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/past-papers/a-level-economics/


Please log in to student’s  
zone using: 

https://www.gskstemeducation.com/
student-zone

Student’s zone will provide you with 
the opportunity to explore

• Interactive games and quizzes, 

• Discover roles in STEM by  
reading case studies, 

• Get hands-on experience and 
much more.

STEM ACTIVITIES YEARS 9 & 10
EVERY WEDNESDAY  
WEEK 2 LUNCHTIME

This is a hands on interactive opportunity to  
learn about different interesting scientific  
studies such as:

• Vaccines
• Medicines
• How to breathe
• How an arm works
• Fighting Malaria etc.

You are invited to virtual STEM club

5TH-14TH MARCH 2021

• The theme for the British Science Week 2021 activity packs and poster competition is 
‘Innovating for the future’.  

• Pupils in Years 7 and 8 will be taking part in some of the activities in their Science lessons.

• The activity pack will be sent home by Parentmail. This contains activities suitable for use 
at home as well as in school.  Pupils will also be given the opportunity to submit an entry 
for the Poster Competition on the theme of ‘Innovating the future’.  
The activity pack can be downloaded here.

British Science Week is 
a ten-day celebration 
of science, technology, 
engineering and maths.

Congratulations 
to footballer Ruffa 

Meger who has just 
committed to Truett 

McConnell University.

After playing with 
the likes of Arsenal 

and MK Dons, Ruffa is 
heading to Cleveland, 

Georgia to play for 
TMU Women’s Soccer.

Congratulations  
Ruffa Meger

https://www.gskstemeducation.com/student-zone
https://www.gskstemeducation.com/student-zone
https://www.britishscienceweek.org/plan-your-activities/activity-packs/


Unexplained 
acquisition of money, 

clothes or mobile 
phones

Persistently going 
missing from school 
or home, or being 
found out-of-area

excessive receipt of 
texts or phone calls

Relationships with 
controlling, older 

individuals or gang 
association

Leaving home 
or care without 

explanation

Parental concerns

!

Significant 
decline in school 

performance

Significant changes 
in emotional  
well-being

Suspicion of self-harm, 
physical assault or 

unexplained injuries

Children are being exploited by 
gangs involved in drug crime.
Know the signs to spot.  

County lines gangs use children and vulnerable people to courier drugs and 
money. A young person who is involved in county lines activity might exhibit  
some of these signs: 

If you are concerned about your child or think they are involed in a county line gang, you 
can contact the local police on 101. Alternatively contact their Learning Co-ordinator, 
scoullerj@jhn.herts.sch.uk or howardw@jhn.herts.sch.uk at school who will be happy to 
discuss the matter with you.



50 THINGS TO DO
INSTEAD OF HOMEWORK

Spend time with your family
Take a dance class
Revisit an old hobby
Fix something that is broken
Learn a relaxation technique
Try mindful eating
Start a journal
Leave three happy notes for someone else to find in
your house
Make a card for someone’s birthday/celebration
coming up
Water plants in the house or garden
Go out on your bike, scooter - anything with wheels!
Make a playlist of songs and have a family disco
Call a relative or friend who is far away and have a
chat with them
Write down five things you are grateful for.
Visit a virtual museum. Go online and explore the
collections online
Get in contact with a local care home and arrange to
send a letter to one of the residents
Say something positive to everyone in your
household

YEARS 7-9
Please see below for things to do up until Easter, as they will not be set any homework from their 
class teachers.
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