
I must start this week’s update by welcoming 
all our Year 6 families who will become Year 
7 members of our school community next 
year. We are really looking forward to meeting 
you all and working with you over the coming 
years. This newsletter is sent out weekly to 
update parents, pupils and students on what 
is happening in our school; it usually contains 
some specific guidance and information on 
subject areas - today’s is KS3 - and some more 
general advice and help on wellbeing, mental 
health etc. I hope that you find it useful and that 
it gives you an insight into the community that 
you are joining.
I will be writing to our Year 11 and year 13 
parents early next week with the end of year 
arrangements, assessment dates and details on 

celebration and leavers’ masses etc. We have 
nearly finalised these plans and are currently 
completing the paperwork required by the 
Government via their different offices. I must 
comment that this process is far from the simple 
and short process that was promised. The 
paperwork and process required is extensive 
and time-intensive, but we will complete it 
successfully and I am sure that every pupil and 
student will receive the grades they deserve. If 
you do need to contact the school regarding 
teacher assessed grades, be that general 
information or a request for information relating 
to a specific subject, you must use the email 
contact below and not approach subjects or 
teachers directly.
grades2021@jhn.herts.sch.uk
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Dear 
Parents and Guardians, 

OUR
PUPILS
SHINE

Saint John Henry Newman, pray for us.

God bless, Mr Mathew

Gracious God,
With gratitude in our hearts for the gift of each new day; 

Looking around and listening now, in appreciation for this particular day;
We offer a prayer for the grace to live today with poetry of word and gesture.

May those we meet, in whatever way, feel ennobled;
May the intentions we shape be good and loving, spreading an infectious 

optimism into a blessed future. May this renewal of our hope as one human 
family, take us deeper into why you say,

In Revelation,
“Look, I make all things new”.

For, yes, as the saints convey, we are an Easter people and Alleluia is our 
song! In Jesus holy name, we give thanks and thus say, AMEN.

Written and shared with us by Bishop Philip Huggins 3 May 2020 Have a good weekend, the 
weather and mood appear to 
be picking up; let’s pray that it 
continues.

Finally, this is our new section to our newsletter today. We have recently completed some 
work on our school archive and have decided to publish a photo each week that relates to 
the history of our school. Appropriately, the two images today are of the mass to celebrate 
the formation and opening of the, then, John Henry Newman School. As many of you may 
know, our school was formed in 1987 by the amalgamation of St Michael’s Boys School and 
St Angela’s Girls School. The two photos show Cardinal Basil Hume leading the service 
with Bishop Jim o’ Brien present. Can you spot our priest chaplain Father Philip next to the 
Cardinal? Father Philip is still in school today! 
The picture below shows the school hall 
and Mr Alan Scouller, who was the Chair 
of Governors at the time, at the lectern, , 
and, to the far right, Barry Nash, the first 
Headteacher of The John Henry Newman 
School, who sadly passed away recently. 
We will publish a new photo each week 
from across the years; if you are a former 
pupil you may spot yourself at some 
point.

mailto:grades2021@jhn.herts.sch.uk


Firstly, I would like to say just how wonderful it 
is to be back at school and to be settling back 
into something similar to our old routines. The 
Year 7 and Year 8 Learning Zones are hives of 
activity and your children are coping with the 
demands of being back in school very well. 

There is a very busy term ahead of us and so I 
want to share some key dates with you so that 
you can plan for them and support your children 
in making the most of the opportunities coming 
their way. 

Assessments, Examinations & Study Skills

• Week beginning Monday 24th May –  
Year 7 & 8 Reading Age Tests (all week). 

• Monday 24th May - Year 7 Study Skills Day.

• Wednesday 26th May -  
Year 8 Study Skills Day. 

• Week beginning Monday 7th June – Year 7 & 
8 End of Year Assessment Week (all week). 

Subject teachers will be sharing revision lists 
and support materials in the coming weeks in 
order to help the revision process. The best 
advice is to revise little-and-often. We will work 
with the Year 7 & 8 to encourage these skills 
and hope that you will do the same at home. 

Year 7 Parents Consultation Evenings

• Thursday 17th June - Year 7 J-Side Parents 
Consultation Evening via School Cloud

• Thursday 24th June - Year 7 N-Side Parents 
Consultation Evening via School Cloud

We will share further guidance about the School 
Cloud system with you nearer to the time, 
but feedback from previous events is that it 
provides a very effective and efficient platform 
for parent-teacher consultations. 

Year 7 & 8 Parent Support Evenings with  
Mr Mathew 

• Tuesday 22nd June –  
Year 8 Parents Support Evening

• Wednesday 30th June –  
Year 7 Parents Support Evening

As you can see, there is a great deal going 
on and it is all designed to help your children 
be as successful as possible. I am very aware 
that in many ways, both year groups are still 
completing their transition into the Saint John 
Henry Newman School Community. I look 
forward to working with you over the next term 
in order to lay a firm foundation for the years 
ahead.

In the remainder of this newsletter you will 
hear from members of the Lower School 
Pastoral Team and will receive subject updates 
from several subject areas. There are lots of 
opportunities for your children to embrace and 
these will allow them to get a more full flavour 
of just how rewarding their time at the Saint 
John Henry Newman School can be. 

I would like to end this contribution by 
welcoming the parents and guardians of the 
Year 6 children that are joining us in September. 
I hope this newsletter gives you some insight 
into what life at your new school community will 
be like. 

Best wishes

Mr Hewitson

Director of Lower School

Dear Parents and Guardians, 



First of all, I just want to say how proud I am of all of the Year 7’s this year. They have been 
incredible and shown great resilience throughout each term of remote teaching and for this I want 
to commend them. Since they have returned back to school, they have swiftly engaged back into 
classroom learning. It has been wonderful to hear the classrooms filled with noise and buzzing with 
energy again.

Before the Easter break, all of the students took part in an Easter garden competition. They 
showed great teamwork and supported each other through the design and making process. They 
have also been taking part in a variety of PSHCE sessions from physical exercise to learning about 
healthy eating. Here is an example of some of the excellent work they have done this term: this 
was an activity where they had to make drawings using everyday objects – their creativity and 
imagination is astounding. 

YEAR 7

Finally, looking forward to the future. The Year 7’s will 
have a busy Summer term which includes a study skills 
day where they will be learning how to revise, how 
to deal with the pressure of tests and building their 
resilience. This is to prepare them for their end of year 
exams, which will be occurring in the second summer 
half term. The Year 7’s will also be having their parents 
evening – this is an opportunity for them to see how 
they have progressed throughout this year and look at 
skills to improve to help them transition into Year 8. 

YEAR 8
On behalf of the Year 8 Pastoral Team, I would 
like to say “thank you” for you continuous 
support during this Academic Year. It has been 
the most unconventional and challenging of 
years for everyone. In general terms, our Year 
8 pupils have conducted themselves very well, 
both academically and from a behavioural point 
of view: engaging in their learning – remotely 
and face-to-face, adhering to social distancing 
rules and wearing facemasks at all times.

Hopefully, the Easter break was an opportunity 
to rest, disconnect from school as much as 
possible, and restore ahead of the Summer 
Term. As restrictions are eased and we head 
into staggered return to “normal school”, 
I would like to ask you for your support 
re-establishing our high expectations of 
behaviour and academic standards. Homework 
expectations are back to normal, and so are 
rewards, sanctions and after school detentions. 
Our uniform expectations are high, and so I 
would like you to support us in this area too. 
Please, re-visit letter sent by Mrs Howard at 
the beginning of term, where you can find a 
comprehensive list of expectations.

From the academic point of view, the Summer 
term will see the Year 8 pupils complete their 
End of Year Assessments . These will take 

place next half term. We will work with them 
to ensure they are well-equipped to succeed. 
Please, support your child by agreeing with 
them on homework and revision times, by 
supervising them, and by providing them 
with an appropriate space where work can be 
completed without distractions. The Year 8 
Team will deliver Study Skills Day, with a special 
focus on organisation.

The Summer Term is always an exciting one, 
and we plan to try and make the most of the 
good weather. The field is open, extra-curricular 
activities are back, and the PE Department have 
set up sports activities after school on Mondays 
2:30-3:30. These include cricket, tennis, 
athletics, and rounders. There is no need to sign 
up, just turn up!

We are looking forward to activities that we 
missed last year too! For instance, Sports Day, 
which is always a great experience for our 
pupils! We hope to celebrate KISS Week in a 
more normal fashion too, and would love to see 
our Year 8 pupils participating and contributing 
as much as possible.

Thank you very much for your support,

Mr L Medina

Learning Coordinator for Year 8



WHAT’S COMING UP NEXT?
In Year 7, pupils will continue to work through 
the class readers. More time will be given to 
creative tasks and performance tasks. We 
hope to encourage pupils’ literary creativity by 
organising a year-wide writing competition to 
celebrate the end of the academic year.

In Year 8, pupils will be moving from studying 
extracts from Shakespeare’s plays to writing 
their own dramatic monologues from the 
perspective of a Shakespearean character. This 
will necessarily include drama activities and 
a performance element. We hope that pupils 
will be inspired by these wonderfully complex 
characters and will bring some dramatic flair 
to the task!

Year 9 will be moving on to the speaking and 
listening component of their GCSE in English 
language. This is a GCSE requirement: all 
pupils will write and present a speech on a 
topic they have chosen and have carefully 
constructed. Pupils will have a head start, 
as they hopefully will have been inspired by 
famous campaigners in the previous unit of 
work. Who will prove themselves the next real-
life advocate for a pressing social issue? What 
are year nine pupils’ burning issues in 2021? To 
emphasise the power that words can have, we 
hope to organise a year nine public speaking 
competition to give the pupils an opportunity 
to learn from their peers. 

ENGLISH AT KS3

THERE IS SOME EXCITING LEARNING TAKING PLACE  
WITHIN KS3 ENGLISH LESSONS THIS TERM!

In summer term 1, Year 7 pupils started the ‘Shared Reading’ 
unit of work. This means that pupils will be reading and 
studying a novel in class. Each year seven class has its own 
novel and texts that are currently being studied include 
‘Skellig’, ‘My Family and Other Animals’, ‘The Wind in the 
Willows’ and ‘The Other Side of Truth’. They will use class 
time to read, discuss characters and plot and debate the big 
ideas. Pupils will also be completing creative, analytical and 
speaking tasks. We hope that pupils enjoy the texts chosen 
and that they are inspired to keep reading!

In Year 8, pupils have started 
a unit of work on ‘Heroes 
and Villains’. We will be 
exploring two plays written 
by William Shakespeare: ‘The 
Tempest’ and ‘Macbeth’. We 
will be asking whether classic 
characters from these plays 
should be considered as 
heroes or villains and, indeed, 
what these characters can 
teach us about ourselves. 
Lesson activities will include 
the close reading of plays, 
language analysis, group 
presentations and creative 
tasks. Pupils will also be 
reflecting on how studying 
English could open up career 
opportunities post-A-level.

In Year 9, pupils are continuing their study of 
the GCSE ‘Power and Conflict’ poetry anthology. 
By studying concepts such as the power of 
individuals and the individual’s place in society, 
pupils are building on the knowledge and 
awareness that began with the first unit of 
work, ‘Romeo and Juliet’. Following this, pupils 
will move onto a unit of work on ‘Insiders and 
Outsiders’ and will consider how the position of 
an outsider can be a position of strength. They 
will be studying a range of speeches made by 21st century activists, 
such as Greta Thunberg and Emma Watson, and considering urgent 
concerns such as environmental damage and gender equality. Pupils 
will be working on analytical skills before writing their own speeches 
and reflecting on the power and impact their own words will have.

We are pleased to announce an exciting 
reading competition in connection with the 
CILIP Carnegie 2021 Award. The CILIP Carnegie 
Award is one of the UK’s oldest children’s 
book awards, recognising outstanding reading 
experiences in books for young people. 
This award aims to raise awareness and 
understanding of the importance of human 
rights, inclusion and representation in children’s 
literature. We intend to shadow the award. The 
term ‘shadowing’ refers to the opportunity for 
students to take part by reading as many of 
the books on the shortlist as possible and then 
voting on which book should receive the award. 
This means that students, especially those in 
years 7, 8 and 9, will be encouraged to read 
as many books from the shortlist as they can 
before the end of the school year.

Shortlisted books offer a powerful perspective 
on urgent issues in 2021. These books explore 
the wider world outside the classroom and 
are a perfect opportunity for children to learn 
about different countries, cultures and tradition 
through powerful storytelling. We look forward 
to having meaningful discussions with our 
pupils and hope the competition will encourage 
meaningful discussion and debate across the 
school. If possible, we encourage pupils to 

acquire the books and read in their own time. 

Form groups will be given extracts from the 
award’s shortlist to read during DEAR (Drop 
Everything and Read) time and will be given 
enquiry questions to stimulate their reflection. 
Pupils should then be ready to share their 
thoughts and reflections about the books in 
DEAR time and English lessons. In addition, 
for every book read, students will receive 25 
Newman Points – this is a fantastic opportunity 
to gain recognition for reading and to help Saint 
Houses win the House Cup.

As parents/ guardians, you can help by:

• Encouraging reading at home! Ask your child 
what they are reading regularly and keep the 
conversation alive. 

• Joining in! Shadow the awards by reading 
the books yourself – everyone is welcome.

• Making sure your child has access to as 
many books as possible. Please see the link 
to the shortlist here. You can purchase these 
books at popular retailers such as Amazon, 
David’s Books, or Waterstones. Alternatively, 
the books are accessible for free using 
the BorrowBox App with a Hertfordshire/
Bedfordshire library card. 

CELEBRATING OUR PUPILS’ WORK!
As well as looking forward to future learning, we 
would like to look back and celebrate some of 
the fantastic work produced by our pupils! Last 
term, Year 7 studied the unit ‘Self-Expression 
(or the lack of it)’ under the theme of ‘Freedom.’ 
They explored different ways in which people can 
express themselves, and the reasons why some 
people may be restricted from doing so. The unit 
culminated with some creative writing in order to 
allow the pupils to ‘self-express’! The product was 
some enlightening poetry.  Pupils captured the 
times perfectly with their candour and there are 
wonderful insights that adults can take away from 
the messages within the poems. A few examples 
are included; we hope that you enjoy reading them!

LET’S READ!
Many of the students at SJHN are making 
great use of Accelerated Reader and myON 
to support them with their reading.  Each 
week we are identifying ‘Reader of the 
Week’ and those who are reading the most 
on myON.  Since coming back after Easter, 
we have a new top five readers!

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OF YOU! 

In Year 7, they are:

Sophia Bukuru 7CA

Asin George 7FR

Tyreece Oliwa 7TA

Emile Janustye 7JB

Tamara Ubebe 7Al

 

In Year 8, they are:

Jessica Palappillil 8JB

Nedas Zeniauskas 8TA

Rhiann Manela 8BE

Sophia Pung 8Al

Beatriz Martinez-
Murphy 8Al

We also have our newest Word Millionaires! 
A big congratulations goes to Rose Cook 
7CA, Emile Janustye 7JB and Isabel Reeve 
8Al. These students join our growing group 
who have managed to read over a million 
words since September.  Could you meet 
that challenge?

Remember, the aim is to be reading for 
at least twenty minutes a day, five times 
a week.  If you are looking for inspiration 
about what book to choose then have 
a look at the noticeboard outside the 
library.  You will see a selection of great 
recommendations for books that were 
submitted by some of our students as part 
of our activities for World Book Day.

Or why not join in with our whole school 
reading competition …… ??

WHOLE SCHOOL READING COMPETITION: 
THE  CILIP CARNEGIE AWARD

• Read, read and read! Your son/ daughter 
should have access to ‘Accelerated Reader’ 
and ‘MyOn’. You should be trying to read 
for at least twenty minutes per day. Try to 
complete two ‘Accelerated Reader’ quizzes 
per month. 
 
 

• Listen carefully in class and apply the 
feedback given to you by your teachers. 
If you have been given a knowledge 
organiser, use the strategies seen in 
lessons to learn foundational knowledge, 
vocabulary and skills. Use the new skills 
in your writing. Use the strategies below 
to make the most of your knowledge 
organiser.

KS3 assessments are coming up after May half term. Here are a few tips on how to prepare…. 



MATH KS3
Focus Area

In year 7, we have been looking at directed 
numbers, how to add / subtract, multiply 
and divide positive and negative numbers. 
Thankfully, the weather has been a great help 
with a great range of temperatures helping us 
understand very important concepts.

Here is a challenge:

Interfaith week

During interfaith week, we have 
been looking at Islamic art and how 
to construct geometric patterns 
using compasses and ruler. 

Here is the link we have used: 

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=egmre5yQS58&list= 
PLHG5uxhiqH9WAEElqs6Bzu 
TVLyCKEboSR &index=4

The results were stunning.

TT rockstar corner:

This year, we have started to use 
the website TTrockstar.com to 
encourage students to practice 
their timetable skills in a fun low 
stake competitive manner. The 
students have been very involved 
in the process and each half term, 
a different winner has taken the 
JHN  TT rockstar cup both for 
year 7 and for year 8s.

In year 8, we have been looking at laws of 
indices: what happens when you add, subtract, 
multiply and divide indices with the same 
base and different powers. It has been very 
interesting to discover and apply the laws of 
indices.

Here is another challenge:

Special message from TT 
rockstars 15/04

Here are the latest results:

A little bit every day:

In Maths, we recommend to do a little bit at a 
time and a lot of websites are providing these 
resources. It can be used as a challenge or a 
consolidation. 

-Hegartymaths.com offers Memri. We would 
suggest children to do at least 2 Memri tasks a 
week to revise / reinforce their mathematical 
skills.

Corbettmaths creates 5aday tasks with 
solutions, when you have 5 minutes to spare.

Parallel.com provides challenging videos that 
are maths related about interesting maths facts.

Finally, Maths calendars are especially useful:

https://waynechadburn.org/wp-content/
uploads/2021/02/A-bit-of-maths-each-day-
MARCH-2021-FOUNDATION-TIER.pdf

Maths Help:

If your child needs help, Hegartymaths.com is a 
very easy resource to access. You can :

• Revise topics by watching videos (write your 
topic in the search bar and Hegarty maths 
will suggest videos for you to watch)

• Discover topics you don’t know or reinforce 
topics you have previously seen using the 
Memri button. 

The maths department at JHN is always happy 
to help if you have any questions, issues or need 
support. 

If you wish to contact your child’s maths 
teacher, feel free to send them an email or you 
can email at kingb@jhn.herts.sch.uk.

We really appreciate your support at home 
and would like to thank you for your help with 
remote learning over lockdown.

Mrs King
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION KS3 

KS3 are currently studying the topics in the 
curriculum for the summer term, with year 
7 pupils starting to look at the Church as 
the body of Christ and its role in completing 
Christ’s mission on earth. They will then 
explore Islam in the final term. Year 8 topic 
this half term, ‘Life in the Spirit’ will help them 
understand how the Holy Spirit transformed 
the lives of the Apostles and how the Spirit 
can help us too.  They will then analyse the 
development of Christianity in Britain for the 
last half term of the year.

We are reviewing the lessons, with emphasis 
on improving pupil understanding and use of 
subject specific vocabulary in their speaking 
and writing. Improving literacy and creativity 
is also a focus in the curriculum review for 
the summer term. Knowledge organisers will 
be used to help pupils review their learning 
independently and with ease, as well as learn 
key subject terminologies.

Pupils will have a chance to take part in the 
national spirited arts competition as an extra-
curricular activity, giving them a chance to 
explore their creative and imaginative skills and 
produce artwork that reflects their abilities.

Assessments for KS3 in the summer term will 
be predominantly knowledge based multiple 
choice and comprehension questions and 
pupils will sit an end of year test.

Useful websites-

http://re-defnitions.org.uk is a good resource to 
find new keywords, what they mean and how 
they are pronounced.  

https://request.org.uk/

http://re-definitions.org.uk/
https://request.org.uk/


KS3 Exploring Science introduces students in 
Y7 and Y8 to the exciting world of Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics. By the end of 
KS3 students have a strong foundation of 
knowledge which they will build upon at GCSE 
level. Students have also the chance to develop 
their experimental skills through a range of 
practical work. Unfortunately, this year, due 
to the Covid’s restrictions, the students in Y7 
and Y8 were not able to do many experiments 
at schools. Nevertheless, they embraced the 
challenge and, during British Science Week, 
they used several kitchen utensils to show off 
their experimental skills! The Y8 had also a guest 
vising remotely from ZSL to explain her project 
in Conservation and to talk about her career 
choices.

Year 7

During the first two terms the Y7 had an 
“Introduction to Science” which helps to 
develop the skills that students will need in the 
future. In Physics, students learnt about the 
different forms of energy and how forces act 
all around us. In Chemistry, they looked at how 
the particles theory can explain the properties 
of the different states of matter, and at how to 
separate components in a mixture. In Biology, 
students learnt about the structure of the cells, 
the importance of organs and organ systems 
and how muscles and bones work together to 
allow movement. Next term they will cover lots 
more exciting topics such as atoms, electricity, 
acids and alkali, sexual reproduction in animals 
and ecosystems.

Year 8 

Y8 builds upon and develops the concepts that 
students met in Y7. In Physics, they expanded 
their knowledge on energy by understanding 
how it is transferred and never destroyed. The 
structure of the eye, how we see things and 
colours were covered in the topic ‘lights’. In 
Chemistry the students started to use elements’ 
symbols, write chemical equations and describe 
the outcome of chemical reactions such as 
combustion. Two main organ systems were 
the focus in Biology: the digestive system 
and the respiratory system. Students had 
the opportunity to learn about nutrition, the 
importance of a balanced diet and how to keep 
healthy. Lots more to learn in the final term 
when we will move onto new topics like space, 
rocks, metals and unicellular organisms. 

Useful reading links for curious minds:

https://www.sciencefocus.com/news/

https://sciencejournalforkids.org/

www.ysjournal.com

KS3

https://www.sciencefocus.com/news/
https://sciencejournalforkids.org/
www.ysjournal.com


Our Key Stage 3 Geographers have been 
working hard this year. 

Year 7 have started the year investigating the 
causes of climate change and the impact this 
is having on our planet. We were also able 
to spend time studying the importance of 
protecting Antarctica to celebrate Antarctica 
Day in December. 

We are now in the middle of our Map Skills 
unit, developing important skills to help them 
understand how to read and use maps. These 
skills are constantly used both at GCSE and A 
Level. 

The remaining units give the Year 7 Geographers 
their first taste of fieldwork, something that 
is so important in Geography. We spend time 
investigating the traffic on the Hitchin Road and 
whether JHN has a microclimate by carrying out 
an investigation around the school site.

Our Year 8 Geographers have covered two 
exciting topics so far this year. They started the 
year learning about Tectonics, looking at the 
impact volcanic eruptions have on people and 
spent time designing their own earthquake proof 
building. 

During lockdown and since returning we have 
spent time looking at ecosystems, in particularly 

rainforests and deserts. Their upcoming 
assessment will be asking them to use what they 
have learnt about rainforest adaptations and to 
design a new plant or animal that will be able to 
survive these conditions. 

After Ecosystems we will be starting our 
Factfulness unit based on the book written by 
Hans Rosling. This unit allows us to question 
how we view the world and to challenge any 
misconceptions we have about development 
around the world. It should spark lots of 
discussion both in the classroom and hopefully 
at home. 

We find that our most successful Geographers 
are those that try to understand the world 
around them even when they are not in lessons. 
We encourage all our Geographers to discuss 
what they have learnt at home and to watch the 
news to stay on top of current events. There are 
many documentaries that tie in nicely with the 
work we are completing in class, most recently 
the new David Attenborough series where he 
has spent time looking at the impact humans are 
having on our fragile ecosystems. 

We are looking forward to the summer term 
with KS3. If you have any questions, please do 
not hesitate to get in touch with your child’s 
Geography teacher. 

GEOGRAPHY KS3



Lots of changes have been made already to 
the KS3 History curriculum and it is constantly 
being reviewed to maintain its relevance in 
today’s society. We want pupils to have a clear 
understanding of events from the past 2000 
years and the impact that they have had on the 
world around them.

Throughout the curriculum, there are 
opportunities for students to explore important 
topics linked to their wider world such as 
British values and Catholic Social Teaching. 
The ability to be reflective about their beliefs, 
religious or otherwise, is a theme visited 
throughout the curriculum. Students are 
challenged to investigate, debate and consider 
a range of different viewpoints on topics that 
develop their critical thinking. Diversity is 
celebrated throughout the curriculum with a 
focus on key individuals who have changed 
the world for the better. A focus on significant 
individuals or places in Britain encourages 
students to reflect on their own cultural 
assumptions and values.

The choice of units within the KS3 programme 
is based on the range of popular topics 
available at GCSE and provides a platform of 
knowledge which is built upon throughout 
pupils’ historical studies. All units link 
through the development of knowledge from 
sequenced prior learning. This knowledge is 
then used to provide depth and understanding 
to historical periods, and develop pupils’ 
understanding of historical concepts.

In year 7, pupils still take a broadly 
chronological overview of English history in the 
Medieval and Renaissance eras. Pupils start the 
course by looking at the Battle of Hastings and 
end the year with a study of the Elizabethan 
age. Pupils focus especially on the powers of 
the monarchy and the Church, and they look at 
the growing power of Parliament. In addition 
to this, pupils are also able to study how life 
changed for ordinary people and can make 
comparisons with their own experiences.

In year 8, pupils learn about different styles 
of government. Pupils study the development 
of democracy and have a particular focus on 
the campaigns across the world to improve 
women’s rights, in particular extending the 
franchise (vote) to all women. Pupils also 
study the role that dictatorships have played 
in the 20th century and in the world today. 
They specifically study the experiences of 
North Korea today, Communist Russia and 
Nazi Germany. In addition to the study of 
government, pupils also investigate the impact 
that war has had in modern times, which 
continues into year 9. Pupils learn about the 
causes, events and impact of the First World 
War and they look at the roles played by 
men and women from all parts of the world, 
including Empire soldiers.

In year 9, pupils will continue their study of the 
impact of war and dictatorships in the modern 
world by looking at the Second World War 
and the Holocaust. Pupils will be encouraged 
to see that genocide didn’t only happen in 
Nazi Germany but has been experienced 
throughout History and is sadly still a feature of 
our world today. We will encourage pupils to 
understand why this happens and its impacts. 
After January, all yr9 pupils will follow a 
breadth study looking at Migration to Britain 
through the ages. This study will go from the 
ancient Romans through to the present day 
and pupils will focus on different groups of 
people who have settled in the UK, including 
different religious and racial groups. Pupils will 
hopefully understand the different motivations 
for people choosing to settle in Britain; the 
different reactions to them and their impact. 
Pupils will understand how Britain has become 
a diverse and multicultural society.

HISTORY KS3



This year we have introduced Sentence Builders 
into our teaching at Key Stage 3 to model new 
language.  These provide a useful framework for 
revising structures studied throughout the year, 
as well as providing inspiration on how to develop 
written and spoken responses and will be an 
invaluable revision tool in p[reparation for the End 
of Year Assessments 

Sentence builders highlight the different 
grammatical chunks within sentences and enable 
pupils to identify the patterns, leading to an ability 
to manipulate the language independently and 
with accuracy. Since the capacity of our working 
memory is extremely limited, chunks of language 
expand our working memory significantly.    The 
initial phase of this method focusses on speaking 
as a means of reinforcing accurate pronunciation 
and familiarising new vocabulary and structures 
which has been reinforced through the study of 
phonics.    This repetition, along with thorough 
vocabulary learning, is an essential part of 
language learning.  Pupils should have the sentence 
builders that we have studied to date in their 
exercise books for reference and the attached 
guide explains how to support your child to use 
sentence builders effectively for home learning.  
Pupils should also regularly practise vocabulary 
and new structures using Quizlet, Quizziz and 
Textivate. 

 

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES KS3



MUSIC KS3

The Music department staff have been so impressed 
by the work completed by year 7 and 8 this 
academic year. Despite the most challenging 
circumstances, they have adapted and have 
completed some outstanding work. 

Year 7

This term, year 7 pupils are developing their ukulele 
skills and their knowledge and understanding of 
the instruments of the orchestra. They are being 
introduced to the different families of instruments 
and the ways to be able to identify each instrument 
from audio examples. In ukulele lessons, pupils 
are developing their understanding of chords, 
melody, and rhythm. As restrictions are lifted later 
in the term, we look forward to being able to take 
advantage of the warmer weather and to extend 
our work to the role of the ukulele in accompanying 
singing outdoors.

Year 8

Year 8 continue to work on their 
understanding of rhythm and musical 
notation through the use of chair 
drumming and body percussion. This is a 
development on work started in lockdown 
and year 8 pupils have impressed us 
in their adaptability and their level of 
understanding. 



Since welcoming back our students there has 
been a wonderful buzz within the Art and 
Design department and they have thrown 
themselves into their learning. It has been a 
delight to see everyone back in the classroom 
and seeing first-hand the work they are 
producing. 

This term we continue to work on and explore 
the formal elements within Art and Design 
allowing our pupils and students to continue 
to grow in ability and confidence within the 
subject. 

In both years 7 and 8 students will have kicked 
off the new term exploring new projects that 
allow them to explore a wider range skills, 
materials and techniques and explore a wider 
range of Artists. 

Year 7: 

Pupils and students in Year 7 have been 
exploring the application of colour in both 
artists’ work and within their own work. 
Students will be exploring the use of pattern 
within the work of artists and how patterns 
can be created using found objects to create 
interesting patterns. This work will help to 
underpin a greater understanding of the 
bright and colourful works of Claire Young 
and Eduardo Paolozzi. Students will be able to 
create their own exciting responses to the work 
of these artists in a range of mediums including 
collage and mixed media pieces. 

Here is a picture of Alyssa Del Agua’s busy desk: 

Year 8 

Pupils and students in Year 8 will be focusing 
on the purpose of drawing for fun. They will be 
looking at a range of illustration and graphic 
designs from books and campaigns in order to 
convey messages both with or without text. 
Students will explore the stories conveyed 
within the illustrations in order to help them 
understanding of messages and meanings in the 
work. Students will continue to build on a range 
of skills already explored from year 7 and 8 and 
be introduced to typography and illustration 
methods. This will lead students to create their 
own character at the end of the body of work. 

A selection of books from 8BE

ART & DESIGN KS3

Helpful and exciting resources that you child 
may find exciting to explore; 

‘Tate For Kids’ have a wonderful range of 
resources that offer fun and exciting projects 
your child can get involved with as well as 
exploring the works of different artists.  

https://www.tate.org.uk/kids

The Louvre kids website offers an interactive 
cartoon series that lets children and parents 
click on items from the museum’s collection 
and explore their history through animated 
storytelling. The story telling shows the 
backstories of world famous works of art such 
as the Venus de Milo, as well as charting major 
events in the museum’s history, such as the 
theft of the Mona Lisa.

https://louvrekids.louvre.fr/

Anyone who’s been to the Van Gogh Museum 
in Amsterdam knows how amazing it is to view 
all of the artist’s works in one place. Since you 
can’t actually jet off to Amsterdam, take your 
kids on a virtual journey through the collection 
via Google Arts & Culture.

https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/van-
gogh-museum?hl=en

Art activities to create from your own home: 

https://www.royalacademy.org.uk/article/family-
how-to-multicolour-projectors

Any achievements you would like to celebrate 
(photos etc)

The Metropolitan Museum of Art’s Met Kids site 
offers several entertaining options, including an 
interactive map of the museum and, perhaps 
most useful for young ones, are the collection 
of videos geared towards kids with subjects like 
“How to Dance in Armor” and “Can a Painting 
Tell More Than one Story?”

https://www.metmuseum.org/art/online-
features/metkids/

The Moma website offers a huge range of 
resources for children and parents to explore in 
order to gain a wider knowledge of different art 
movements and the works of different artists. 

https://www.moma.org/learn/moma_learning/

Among the highlights of the National Museums 
Scotland’s virtual offerings is Museum Maker, an 
arts and crafts video series that teaches children 
how to upcycle everyday items and rubbish into 
fun and interesting designs of Scottish animals.

https://www.nms.ac.uk/explore-our-collections/

https://www.tate.org.uk/kids
https://louvrekids.louvre.fr/
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/van-gogh-museum?hl=en
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/van-gogh-museum?hl=en
https://www.royalacademy.org.uk/article/family-how-to-multicolour-projectors
https://www.royalacademy.org.uk/article/family-how-to-multicolour-projectors
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/online-features/metkids/
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/online-features/metkids/
https://www.moma.org/learn/moma_learning/
https://www.nms.ac.uk/explore-our-collections/


Following the extended period of remote learning, we 
would like to take this opportunity to congratulate 
the children on their resilience as they undertook their 
Graphic Project work. They developed a number of 
ideas for Disney and promotional products for the 
Tokyo Olympics. We were impressed with the quality 
of work produced. We are still based in the classroom, 
not the workshop, but have been busy redesigning 
the schemes of work to enable the children to gain 
the practical skills which bring Design Technology to 
life. The children have finished their work in Graphic 
Products studying paper and board. 

Years 7 pupils are making a handy bag to store their 
face masks in, and so help keep them clean. They 
are learning about sustainability and the ethical use 
of textiles. They are developing their sewing and 
construction skills. 

Year 8’s are developing their engineering skills and are 
working on a mechanisms project this term looking at 
simple machines, levers, linkages and cams to make an 
Automata. They will learn how the various mechanisms 
connect to make machine. They are developing their 
modelling skills to work accurately. It is our hope that 
after the half term the children will swap projects and 
develop skills in both subjects.

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY KS3

PE KS3

We are delighted that we are now 
able to offer more opportunities 
for the child in Key Stage 3 to take 
part in extra-curricular PE. 

Pupils can come along and try any 
of the activities available on their 
specified evening. We ask that 
parents collect their children at 
3:30pm on these days if they are 
taking part in the session. In order 
to take part, they simply need to 
bring their PE kits (they should 
have them on these days already as they have PE lessons on these days).

We look forward to seeing your children taking part! Mrs Tembey



Since returning from lockdown, Key Stage 3 
have been getting involved in the Catholic Life 
of the School. At the end of last term, Year 7 
forms were set the challenge to create an Easter 
garden. All form groups did amazingly well, 
from planting flowers and plants, to baking and 
designing edible gardens. Fr Philip judged the 
efforts and awarded 1st place to 7BE!

 

 

CHAPLAINCY AND COMMUNITY NEWS 

After Easter, the school supported Sienna’s 
Wear Orange Day in aid of local charity ‘Feed 
Up Warm Up’, a fundraising effort launched by 
Sienna Clements who began raising funds for 
FUWU during lockdown. Again, we had some 
great orange accessories from pupils in Key 
Stage 3 and at present we have raised nearly 
£200 and have several boxes of food and toiletry 
items to be delivered to the charity.

As we move towards the May Bank Holiday 
weekend we will be launching our school 
contribution to the Captain Tom 100 challenge. 
This challenge has been launched by the Captain 
Tom Moore Foundation to commemorate, 
what would have been, Captain Tom’s 101st 
birthday. We will be challenging everyone in 
our community to complete as many of our 
‘100’ challenges as possible, both individually 
and as part of a form group. There will be an 
opportunity to earn Newman Points, which will 
go towards the Saints Cup, as well as collect 
sponsorship for the JHNA. Keep an eye on 
ParentMail for more details!

Thank you to everyone who has, and continues 
to, support the work of the Chaplaincy Team in 
the school.



Top Tips for Parents
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What parents need to know about

Live streaming is the term used to describe the broadcast of a real 
time video from a mobile device, tablet or games console. Many live 

streaming apps have functionality for interactions from viewers, 
such as commenting, live chats and sending reactions during the 

broadcast. Live streaming opens up a world of excitement for 
children, where they can watch live concerts, their favourite 

celebrities and bloggers/vloggers, connect with their friends, watch 
live gaming and much, much more. Whilst there are many positives 
with live streaming, it creates a worldwide platform for unsuitable 
content to be streamed and creates a host of dangers for children.

LIVE STREAMING
SIGN UP PROCESS & AGE 

RESTRICTIONS
Most live streaming apps have an age restriction of 13 and 
above. It is important to note that some platforms do not 
require proof of age when signing up to the app, meaning 
that anyone can register for an account. This also opens up 
the opportunity for people to lie about their age to seem 

older or younger.

WHO IS WATCHING YOUR 
CHILD?

If your child’s privacy settings are not set up e�ectively, 
anybody can be watching their live streams. One of the 

main characteristics of live streaming is its ability for videos 
to be instantly shared all over the world, but this creates the 
opportunity for more people to watch anybody regardless 

of whether they know them.

BE PRESENT
In a recent three month study by the Internet Watch 
Foundation (IWF), 96% of streams showed a child on 

their own, often in their bedroom or bathroom. If your 
child is going to conduct a live stream, ask them if you 

could be present for it. This will give you a greater 
knowledge of what your child is doing during their live 

streams and who they are streaming to.

PROTECT THEIR PERSONAL 
INFORMATION

Your child may unknowingly give away personal 
information during a live stream, including their 

location. Talk to them about what constitutes ‘personal 
information’ and make sure they do not disclose 

anything to anyone during a live stream, even to their 
friends. Advise them to remove any items in their live 

stream (school uniform, street name, posters etc.) that 
could potentially expose their location or personal 

information. 

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/crime/paedophiles-child-sex-abuse-live-stream-direct-webcam-mobile-online-a8351986.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-44233544?utm_content=71916416&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter

LIVE CONTENT
As the streams are live, children can instantly be exposed to 
anything inappropriate.  Most live streaming apps will have 
�lters, rules and guidelines in place to ensure their services 

are monitored. They will also have report buttons where 
inappropriate content will be sent for review. Bear in mind 
that a report may not be dealt with instantly, which means 

your child may be further exposed to inappropriate content 
during a live stream. 

RECORDINGS OF YOUR CHILD
Each streaming app and website that allows live streaming 

has di�erent rules about how they store their live videos 
once completed. For example, a live stream on Periscope 

will be automatically deleted after 24 hours, but apps such 
as Facebook and YouTube allow the video to be posted on 

the app and will only be deleted once the creator decides. It 
is important to realise that deleting a video will not stop it 

from being shared. A live stream can be recorded (or 
screenshots can be taken) by other viewers using certain 
software and then shared on other platforms. Research 

conducted by the Internet Watch Foundation (IWF) 
discovered that apparently recorded illegal videos of live 

streams were redistributed on other sites.

WHAT IS YOUR CHILD 
WATCHING?

Live streaming apps don’t just allow children to stream their 
own videos, they can also watch other people’s streams. 

Anything can be streamed at any time and any place, 
including violence, graphic imagery, nudity, illegal 

behavior, drug use, profanities etc. Most live streaming 
apps claim to monitor live streams and will take action to 
stop any that do not adhere to their guidelines. However, 

with millions of live streams each day, it is extremely 
di�cult to monitor them all. 

GROOMING
There have been recent reports of paedophiles coercing 

children as young as three on live streaming apps. Due to 
the anonymous nature and lack of identi�cation needed to 
sign up to some apps, almost anyone is able to sign up and 
use the service. Users can use fake identities to sign up to 

the apps and watch/stream videos. Recent research by the 
IWF revealed that children may be asked to do things and 

perform ‘suggestive acts’ during their live stream by 
strangers.

TALK REGULARLY WITH
YOUR CHILD

Ask your child which live streaming apps they are using 
and how they are using them. Are they watching live 

streams or making their own? What types of live streams 
do they like watching? If they are under 13, it is strongly 
advised that they are not using any live streaming apps 
due to the dangers involved, but you may feel that they 
should not be using the apps even if they are over the 

age limit. With live streaming being such a popular 
feature on apps, it is important that you are aware of the 
dangers associated with it in order to protect your child 

e�ectively.

PRIVACY SETTINGS
Each live streaming app will have its own privacy 

settings with options varying from platform to platform. 
Generally, we advise that your child’s account is set to 

private. This will ensure that only their friends/followers 
will see their live stream. It is important to check each 
app to ensure that the privacy settings are in place to 

protect your child from strangers viewing their streams 
and engaging in conversation with them. The settings 
on most apps will allow you to turn o� the chat feature 
during a live stream, restricting conversations, but live 
chat is part of the ‘fun’ when it comes to live streaming.

PROTECTING THEIR
ONLINE REPUTATION

What your child does now may a�ect their future 
opportunities, and it is important that they have a good 
understanding of this. As the videos are live, it may lead 

to the misconception that whatever happens in the 
video will disappear once the live stream ends. This is 
incorrect. Tell your child that their live streams cannot 

be undone and this has the potential to a�ect their 
online reputation.

REMOVE LINKS TO
 OTHER APPS

Some live streaming apps/websites give users the ability 
to link and share the content through other social media 

platforms to share their video further. For example, a 
live stream on Periscope, can be shared on Twitter and 

Facebook during the stream if the accounts are 
connected. While it may seem like a good idea to show 

the video to more people, the privacy settings may di�er 
on each app, opening up the potential for unwanted 
viewers to join the stream. We suggest checking the 

privacy settings on each app and where possible, only 
streaming on one app at a time in order to have greater 

control over who sees the live stream.

https://www.iwf.org.uk/    https://www.pscp.tv/content     https://www.channel4.com/news/children-bombarded-with-sexually-explicit-chat-on-musical-ly-and-live-ly

98%
of child sex abuse

live streaming victims
are 13 or under
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