
As we complete the first week of the new term 
and the weather improves, it is very reassuring 
to experience a real sense of normality around 
the school. Pupils and students have settled 
back into the daily routines very well and I must 
say that everyone is much more relaxed than 
they were in the two weeks before Easter. My 
thanks to you all for the support that you have 
given to make this possible; it certainly does not 
“just” happen.
You will have seen in the press a great deal of 
news relating to the very sad death of Sarah 
Everard and the subsequent concerns raised 
relating to sexual harassment in schools. There 
is no doubt that this is a very important area of 
discussion and I would say, more importantly, an 
important area for action. One of the greatest 
strengths of our school community is our 
stunning pupils and students I was so impressed 
by two of our Year 11 girls who approached me 
shortly after the news of Sarah Everard’s death 
was made public, and before the website and 
news stories generated a national conversation 
on sexual harassment, to ask if we, as a school, 
could look at the issue in detail.  Wisely and 
maturely, they both stated that this is a national 
problem that needs to be addressed and that 
we, as a school, had a moral obligation to act 
quickly, which we did.
Working with the two girls and then all of the 
girls in Year 11, a questionnaire was devised and 
circulated amongst the girls in the Year 11 cohort. 
The results from this survey have been analysed 
and the survey is being refined to be given 
to all children in the school so that we have a 
clear picture of how our children feel about this 
issue. We have also used some of the resources 
created by Bedfordshire University, which is 
leading on this topic nationally, and will have a 
parental survey in due course to consult with 
families and gain their experiences. 
It is clear that there is work to be done nationally 
in educating our young people on what is 
socially acceptable in terms of language, 
behaviour and personal space. This work is 
moving at with great pace and will keep you 
updated as our plans develop. 
This term is always a busy one for the school 
with examinations, now Teacher Assessed 
Grades, recruitment of new staff and planning 
for September. This year we have the added 

work of ensuring that we are supporting our 
children to recover from a long period out of 
school. These plans are progressing well and I 
hope to be able to share more details with you 
in the coming weeks. I can share with you that 
The Duke of Edinburgh Award will be an element 
of the Year 9 curriculum next year and we hope 
to grow the provision in the years to come. 
This was planned earlier in the year, but does 
coincide with the sad passing of Prince Philip, 
who we will keep in our prayers.
The summer term is always the most vibrant 
and enriching of terms. We hope, as lockdown 
eases, to create opportunities for families to 
visit school and to meet up with one another 
at concerts and information evenings. We will 
watch to see how the restrictions are lifted and 
consider what opportunities there may be. I 
can share with you that in order to complete 
the Teacher-Assessed Grades process, we have 
allocated one of our remaining Inset days to 
Friday 28th May. The school will be closed to 
pupils and students on that day to allow staff 
to process, moderate and submit our grade 
assessments for scrutiny. I will write separately 
to Year 11 pupils and Year 13 students later in the 
term to give you full details on our plans and 
how the process will work.
Have a wonderful weekend, the weather appears 
to be improving and everyone has an extra 
spring in their step. 

THE SAINT JOHN HENRY NEWMAN CATHOLIC SCHOOL

WEEKLY INFORMATION
FRIDAY 17TH APRIL 2021

Dear 
Parents and Guardians, 

OUR
PUPILS
SHINE

Saint John Henry Newman, pray for us.

God bless, Mr Mathew

God, thank you for Spring and the hope of warmer, 
longer, brighter days.

Thank you for the coming of growth and life and birth.
Thank you for the fact that things are coming  

awake in our world.
Now we ask that you bring into reality all that belongs 

in this season. Your word says that we will have 
provision, and hope, and joy, and health and loving 

relationships here and now in this life.
We ask that what belongs in this season becomes  

real in our lives.
We hope in you and in your promises.  

We hope in your gift of Spring.
- Author Unknown



In March Pupils in years 7 and 8 took part in British 
Science week remotely.  They carried out some of the 
experiments from the British Science week resource pack 
including making models of volcanoes, testing their lung 
capacity and the magic bottle experiment. They also 
investigated static forces with balloons and tissue paper, 
and made Cartesian divers from drinks bottles. 

Pupils have also designed 
posters about innovations.  
The best five posters will be 
selected and entered into the 
British Science week national 
competition where they can 
win science related prizes for 
themselves and the school.  

KEY STAGE 3 
Pupils in Years 7 and 8 
have settled back into 
Science lessons very well 
and it is good to teach 
them face-to-face. It also 
gives the opportunity for 
more practical work to take 
place and for better class 
discussions. More details 
about what is happening in 
Key Stage 3 Science will be 
in the KS3 newsletter next 
week. 

KEY STAGE 4
Pupils in Key Stage 4 have been working hard 
during lockdown and on their return to school.  
They have been consolidating work from 
lockdown and continuing with the AQA GCSE 
courses. Year 9 are studying the following topics: 
Biology -Organisation, Chemistry -Structure and 
bonding, Physics - Energy.  In Year 10 Biology they 
are studying Homeostasis involving the nervous 
system and hormones. In Chemistry and in Physics 
they are studying Rates of reaction and Electricity.  
The exam specifications can be found here:  
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse

Year 11 are revising for their assessments which 
will take place on the following dates:

Biology  Thursday  13th May  P4

Chemistry  Wednesday  19th May  P2

Physics  Thursday  20th May  P4

Pupils will be given more specific information 
about what and how to revise by their Science 
teachers. 

KEY STAGE 5
Engineering education scheme

Over the past months a group of seven 
Yr 12 students, guided by Mr Mansfield, 
have been taking part in the Engineering 
Education scheme.  Their project was 
to come up with strategies to minimise 
congestion around the Stanborough 
junction of the A1(M).  Their solutions 
included the use of vehicles powered 

by hydrogen fuel cells and the promotion 
of greener travel methods such as cycling.  
They have completed their report and will 
be making a presentation to the scheme 
sponsors, Hertfordshire County Council, to 
explain their ideas.  The students involved 
will be awarded an Industrial cadets gold 
award.  

Pupils in Year 8 had the 
opportunity to look at and 
vote for the winner of the 
Young People’s prize.  This 
was affected by lockdown and 
they did not all get the chance 
to look at all the books but we 
were able to submit our vote. 
The winner of the prize was 
Cats react to Science facts by 
children’s author Izzi Howell. 
The voting shortlist can be 
found here. Copies of all the 
books on the shortlist are in the 
school library.  We hope to take 
part in the voting again in 2021 
and hopefully we will be able to 
look at the nominated books in 
more detail.  Thank you to Miss 
Cummings and Mr Pitman for 
their help with this. 

DEPARTMENT

THE ROYAL SOCIETY YOUNG  
PEOPLE’S BOOK PRIZE

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse
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Eco-Team Newsletter
Spring has sprung,  bringing 
excellent opportunities for 
seeing wildlife, changing aspects 
of our lifestyle and watching  
the world wake up!

WINNER OF THE PET COMPETITION
Special congrats to Pawel ZDUNOWSKI, the winner of 
the pet competition., He sent us a video of his dog doing 
tricks which  was excellent and  voted  the winner. Well 
done Pawel! If you sent an entry, thank you and we really 
appreciated it, they were all wonderful.

GRACE’S NEW PLAN
Grace, from our eco team, has had the 
idea to recycle all pens from now on in the 
school. There will be bags near to all the 
photocopiers to put your pens once they 
have run out, allowing us to recycle pens!!!!

This term, the eco team has some 
ideas about how we can spend this 
spring! Spring is the most amazing 
time for animals; everywhere 
creatures are being born - lambs, 
chicks, bunnies, frogspawn in every 
pond, and we encourage everyone 
to explore and send Mrs Fuller 
pictures of wildlife that you think 
really captures spring. 20 Newman 
points will be awarded for the 
winner and 10 points to second and 
third place.
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