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Dear 
Parents and Guardians, 

OUR
PUPILS
SHINE

I wish to thank you for your prayers, messages of support and understanding in what has been 
the most difficult of times. You have helped to make the impossible, possible and every pupil and 
student has contributed to the success of our school community, so thank you. You are all stunning, 
and I thank God for you all every day. 

Saint John Henry Newman, pray for us.

Enjoy the Easter break: rest, restore and return 
ready to go again. Thank you all for your 
continued support and prayers, you are our 
greatest strength.

God bless, Mr Mathew

A FUTURE NOT OUR OWN
It helps, now and then, to step back and  

take a long view.
The kingdom is not only beyond our efforts,

it is even beyond our vision.
We accomplish in our lifetime

only a tiny fraction
of the magnificent enterprise

that is God’s work.
Nothing we do is complete,

which is another way of saying
that the Kingdom always lies beyond us.
No statement says all that could be said.

No prayer fully expresses our faith.
No confession brings perfection.

No pastoral visit brings wholeness.
No programme

accomplishes the Church’s mission.
No set of goals and objectives

includes everything.
That is what we are about.

We plant a seed that will one day grow.
We water seeds already planted,

knowing that they hold future promise.
We lay foundations

that will need further development.
We provide yeast that produces effects

far beyond our capabilities.
We cannot do everything,

and there is a sense of liberation
in realising that.

This enables us to do something,
and to do it very well.
It may be incomplete,
but it is a beginning,
a step along the way,

an opportunity for the Lord’s grace
to enter and do the rest.

We may never see the end results,
but that is the difference

between the master builder and the worker.
We are workers, not master builders,

ministers, not messiahs.
We are prophets of a future not our own.

“As we go into the Easter holidays, and 
some Government guidance changes around 
socialising outside and outdoor sport, it’s so 
important that we don’t let our guard down 
and increase the risk of Covid-19 outbreaks 
when schools return.

From Monday 29 March, you can:

• Meet up outside (including in private 
gardens) with six other people, or as two 
households

• Take part in formally organised outdoor 
sports with any number of people 
(outdoor sports venues and facilities will 
be able to reopen)

• Childcare and supervised activities will be 
allowed outdoors for all children

You and your family can continue to keep 
yourselves and others safe by:

•  Washing your hands regularly, for at 
least 20 seconds with soap and warm 
water or using an antibacterial hand 
sanitiser if soap and water isn’t available

•  Keeping socially distanced, staying at 
least 2 metres away from those not in 
your immediate household

•  Wearing a face-covering where required 
and when it is difficult to socially distance

• Self-isolating and getting tested if you 
develop symptoms or receive a positive 
lateral flow test (LFT) result

•  Not socialising indoors with anyone 
who isn’t in your immediate household. 
You’re not allowed to have sleepovers or 
playdates, even if your child is in a school 
bubble

• Not sending children back to school ill 
or with symptoms of Covid-19 after the 
Easter break – if your child is sick, please 
keep them at home

If your child is in year 7 or above and taking 
regular LFT, you should encourage them to 
continue to take these and report results as 
normal during the Easter holidays. If they 
receive a positive test at home, everyone 
in your household must begin self-isolating 
immediately and you need to book a PCR 
test to confirm the positive result. Any 
positive tests received up until 1 April should 
be reported to your school so that they can 
complete the track and trace process with 
the Public Health team.
Babies and children in early years settings, 
nurseries, infant and primary schools 
should not be taking LFT; please don’t do 
home tests on younger children. If you are 
worried about small children or they develop 
symptoms, please seek advice from your GP 
or call 111.
Thank you again for playing your part and 
helping to keep our schools safe and open 
for face-to-face learning.
We wish you all a safe and happy Easter.
Hertfordshire County Council”

Hertfordshire County Council has asked us to  
share this important update with you ahead  
of the Easter holidays:

As a Catholic community we are a people 
of hope: a community that believes in the 
resurrection and that everything is possible 
through prayer and through intercessions to 
our Lord. We look to the future in the certain 
understanding that things will get better, that 
we will each play our part in His plans and that 
tomorrow will be a better day.

This prayer was composed by Bishop Ken 
Untener of Saginaw, drafted for a homily 
by Cardinal John Dearden in Nov. 1979 for a 
celebration of departed priests. As a reflection 
on the anniversary of the martyrdom of 
Bishop Romero, Bishop Untener included in a 
reflection book a passage titled “The mystery 
of the Romero Prayer.” The mystery is that the 
words of the prayer are attributed to Oscar 
Romero, but they were never spoken by him.



WHAT IS THE CILIP CARNEGIE AWARD?
As another way of bringing together our school community, we are launching an exciting 
reading competition in connection with the CILIP Carnegie 2021 Award.  The CILIP Carnegie 
Award is one of the UK’s oldest children’s book awards, recognising outstanding reading 
experiences in books for young people. This award aims to raise awareness and understanding 
of the importance of human rights, inclusion and representation in children’s literature.

We intend to shadow the award. The term ‘shadowing’ refers to the opportunity for students 
to take part by reading as many of the books on the shortlist as possible and then voting on 
which book should receive the award. This means that students, especially those in years 7, 8 
and 9, will be encouraged to read as many books from the shortlist as they can before the end 
of the school year. We hope this opportunity will ignite passion for reading and will encourage 
discussion and debate across the school.  In addition, for every book read, students will 
receive 25 Newman Points – this is a fantastic opportunity to gain recognition for reading and 
to help Saint Houses win the House Cup. 

How will it work?

During Drop Everything and Read (DEAR) on Thursdays, students will have the opportunity to 
read and explore different books with their form group. Towards the end of the summer term, 
our students will have the opportunity to vote on which book should receive the award.

How can you help? 

Parents can help this endeavour by:

• Encouraging reading at home! Ask your child what they are reading regularly and keep the 
conversation alive. 

• Joining in! Shadow the awards by reading the books yourself – everyone is welcome.

• Making sure your child has access to as many books as possible. Please see the link to 
the shortlist below. You can purchase these books at popular retailers such as Amazon, 
David’s Books, or Waterstones. Alternatively, the books are accessible for free using the 
BorrowBox App with a Hertfordshire/Bedfordshire library card. 

https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/cilip-carnegie-medal-shortlist-2021/

If you have any questions, please email donachiej@jhn.herts.sch.uk. 

https://carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/cilip-carnegie-medal-shortlist-2021/


In Year 9 we have started the GCSE course 
which allows the students to explore 
Catholic Beliefs and Teachings. In their 
first topic, they will be gaining a deeper 
knowledge and understanding of key 
Catholic concepts such as the Trinity and 
Salvation. Students follow the full GCSE 
course studying Catholic Christianity, 
Judaism and Philosophy and Ethics.

Students will recognise that within Catholic 
Christianity there may be more than 
one perspective in the way beliefs and 
teachings are understood and expressed. 
Common and divergent views within the 
wider Christian tradition in the way beliefs 
and teachings are discussed and will be 
included throughout, including reference to 
Orthodox, Protestant and other Christian 
traditions. 

The specification can be viewed using:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/
dam/pdf/GCSE/Religious%20Studies/2016/
Specification%20and%20sample%20
assessments/Specification-GCSE-L1-L2-
Religious-Studies-A-June-2016-Draft-4.pdf

YEAR 9

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

“Where is Heaven?” my teacher asked
It’s where good people go, after they pass  

But where is it? Nobody really knows
But it’s where Jesus went, after he rose 

He also said it was a “kingdom of peace”
Some people believe him, to say the least

“Where is Heaven?” my teacher said
It’s warm and cosy, just like a bed 

It’s comfort, and joy, for those who behaved 
Who lived, laughed, loved and forgave 

“Where is Heaven?” my teacher inquired 
Some people don’t believe in it, is that how they’re wired? 

I know people who don’t believe 
The end of this question, we might just achieve… 

“Where is Heaven?” my teacher said
I still couldn’t quite comprehend in my head

There are no facts to say it is real, 
To know the truth, that would be ideal 

But there’s nothing against still believing, 
In a sense, it is quite relieving 

“Where is Heaven?” my teacher queried 
It’s a place where people are happy and cheery
When I was little, I thought it was up above

The sky, the clouds, all that are reached by a dove 
But when I was on a plane, I couldn’t see it 

I thought I was insane, were we at the wrong bit? 

“Where is Heaven?” my teacher asked
If I couldn’t see it, was it masked? 

Invisible, or coloured blue like the sky 
Or something different, not seen with the naked eye

“Where is Heaven?” my teacher quizzled 
My brain was in a bit of a frizzle
No evidence for, and none against 
No proper answer made me tense

We know it’s a place where angels live  
But to get in, what do we give? 

Is it real, and is it worth it? 
To know this, do we need a permit?

“Where is Heaven?” my teacher said.  
“Depends on what’s inside of your head” 

CORE RE
The Key Stage 5 Core RE Learning 
Programme covers a variety of topics 
encouraging students to think theologically, 
morally and spiritually whilst engaging in 
content which promotes justice, peace, 
Catholic Social Teaching and social 
responsibility. The programme also supports 
the work undertaken by the whole school 
during KISS week and CAFOD campaigns, 
such as Refugee Week, and encourages 
students to put their faith into action by 
engaging in the activities and events. We 
have utilised the relationship with Ten:Ten 
theatre company to introduce their Sixth 
Form resources into our programme; for 
example “The Common Room” for our 
new Year 12 cohort at the beginning of 
the new academic year. This term we will 
be studying Medical Ethics, looking at the 
moral issues which arise. 

Topics will include: animal testing, IVF and 
personhood.

Where is Heaven?
written by Nida Olendra 9TA
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HEALTH & WELLBEING 

Public Health – 
School Nursing 

School nurses offer support for 
emotional wellbeing including anxiety 

and anger. To refer to our service please 
go to the Family Centre Service Website 

and look for school nursing: 
https://www.hertsfamilycentres.org/ 

 

For more information about the School 
Nursing Service watch a short clip 

available here: 
https://youtu.be/7RoTkp3vkB0  

 

Supporting your child’s transition back to 
school after lockdown 
Some children will have some worries about returning 
to school, may find it difficult to return to school, may 
become upset, distressed or even refuse to go in. 
There is a presentation to provide information, advice 
and practical strategies that can be used to support 
your child’s return to school on our website: 
https://www.hct.nhs.uk/our-services/school-nursing/ 

Aged 11-19 - Did you know you can text your 
school nurse for confidential health advice and 

support? Text 07480 635050. Check out the 
YouTube link on here: 

https://youtu.be/DBNmr1bFcCE  
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