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Dear 
Parents and Guardians, 

OUR
PUPILS
SHINE

I am pleased to report that this week has been a 
very enjoyable and productive week. Our testing 
programme has continued very successfully 
and we are already distributing the self-testing 
kits for children to use at home next week.   
We recommend the lateral flow test should 
be completed on a Sunday and Wednesday 
evening. 
The wearing of facemasks in school has been 
very successful and I am sure that it has 
contributed to the positive feeling around 
the school. We anticipate an update from the 
government during the Easter break, which will 
indicate whether the wearing of facemasks is 
to continue in the summer term. As you will be 
aware from our message to you earlier in the 
week we have had one positive case to date.  
In the summer term there will be a revision 
of the timetable of the planned events, which 
would normally take place during non-Covid 
times. We have already decided to move the two 
Year 7 Parents Evenings until after the May half 
term, as this will allow us more time to enable us 
to report on something of value. The Induction 
Evenings for our new Year 7 pupils in 2021-22 
have also been moved to later in the term. These 
two evenings are now likely to take place in July 
and we will confirm the date to the relevant 
families. We are, optimistically, hoping to meet 
our new pupils and their families in person. 
If Covid restrictions allow, we will endeavour 
to create some opportunities for families to 
celebrate the successes of the last year with an 
opportunity to visit the site and meet staff. I will 
keep you updated on these plans as restrictions 
ease. 

Our planning for next academic year is well 
under way; we are making a number of 
significant changes to our provision to ensure 
that every child has an opportunity to develop 
their God-given talents and fulfil their potential. 
These opportunities will be supported by a new 
whole school Literacy strategy over the next two 
years. The reintroduction of an enhanced “JHN 
Edge” is also being planned and this will focus 
on giving opportunities to develop a number of 
competencies including, 
• Aiming high
• Listening
• Creativity
• Leadership
• Presenting
• Staying positive
• Teamwork
• Numeracy
• Independence
• Communication

All essential life skills I am sure you would agree. 
Finally we are reviewing our “Catholic Life of 
the School” provision to ensure that every child 
has an opportunity to revisit and develop their 
faith journey. We will develop these initiatives 
over the coming weeks and share them with 
you before the summer break. The overarching 
document supporting and informing this work is 
our aspirational school vision statement, which I 
have copied below. It is such an important part 
of our future plans.



• show love; seek truth; express ourselves 
positively;

• develop a curriculum which enables each 
student to attain the powerful knowledge, 
advanced skills and constructive 
dispositions required to engage with the 
challenges of the world confidently and 
creatively;

• share our own passion for learning, for 
subjects and life;

• celebrate success: learn from failure;

• provide our school community with 
a secure, inspiring and stimulating 
environment in which they will enjoy being 
challenged to think and engage reflectively 
in their own learning;

• enable all students to progress towards 
becoming the person God intended them 
to be through: enjoying memorable, 
character-enhancing experiences; 
opportunities for leadership and 
meaningful self-direction; and the chance 
to make a difference to the world around 
them;

• foster conducive relationships between 
staff and students, and with families and 
the community so that all students can 
fulfil their potential. In order to achieve 
this, we will inspire our students to be 
Catholic, confident, cultured young adults 
who: 

• are motivated by truth and have an 
increasingly sophisticated understanding 
of the different ways this can be revealed 
spiritually, academically and personally;

• are loving, caring and principled individuals 
who have the knowledge, skills and 
dispositions that can be used for the 
benefit of all;

• are willing to take risks, keen to learn 
from their mistakes and confident in their 
abilities to effect change;

• love learning and appreciate the benefits 
of being challenged to be able to access 
the highest order of understanding 
possible.  These include:

 the increased influence on and control   
 of their own lives; the increased ability   
 to influence the world around them,   
 challenging injustice and standing up   
 for what is right in their stewardship of   
 the Earth;

 the increased ability to wrestle with   
 complex issues; and the increased   
 ability to take pleasure from the finest   
 experiences the world has to offer.

• have the command of languages, 
understanding of behaviours and 
interpersonal skills required to be 
responsive and so access the richest of 
understanding and experiences;

• understand and welcome the fact that 
learning is hard work, and see learning 
about the skills and dispositions required 
to address this as a vital part of their 
education.

Our lessons will be characterised by teachers 
and support staff who:

• clearly have high expectations for all, 
based on a well-informed balance of 
challenge and support;

• work hard to create high quality 
relationships, based on good humour 
and the manifest interest in each pupil or 
student;

• create a welcoming, purposeful and 
stimulating atmosphere where love of 
subject is communicated, and inspirational 
ideas and examples are employed;

• lead carefully sequenced and adapted 
work, informed by timely assessment and 
feedback, which effectively adds to pupils’ 
knowledge and understanding;

• enable students to increasingly being able 
to lead their own learning through:

• utilising a deliberate and planned focus on 
how learning works;

• maintaining an approach to oracy where 
everyone’s voice is heard via the skilled 
use of questioning, discussion and 
collaboration;

• facilitating the creative formulation of 
students’ own questions, the development 
of their own solutions, and critiquing of 
their own performance;  developing a 
skilled control of subject specific literacy 
and numeracy;

• show an awareness of the significance 
of gospel values in the presentation of 
content and in the interactions with the 
pupils.

The lessons will be characterised by students 
who:

• have high expectations and aspirations for 
themselves, arriving at lessons promptly 
and ready to learn.

• look to form positive and respectful 
relationships with all their teachers, 
support staff and classmates.

• fully engage in the learning process in 
class, in home learning and beyond, 
demonstrating a creative, resourceful and 
resilient mind-set.

• ask questions, seek clarification, share their 
views and respond to feedback effectively.

• have a thirst for knowledge and an 
enthusiasm to understand how it can be 
applied in the real world.”

WHOLE SCHOOL CURRICULUM VISION
The Saint John Henry Newman Catholic School is a loving school at the heart of the Catholic 
community where all commit to and enjoy supporting each other in the successful pursuit 
of excellence.  We work to develop the discernment, integrity, knowledge and self-efficacy 
necessary to realise our God-given mission and potential, and so live life to the full.

As a school we aim, through the guidance of our faith, to:

My thanks to everyone who has been involved 
in developing this highly aspirational vision and 
who are now planning for its delivery to our 
pupils and students in the next academic year. 
I anticipate it will change over time to meet the 
requirements of world events, but our initial 
plans will cover the next two years. I will be 
sharing more information on this work with you 
over the coming weeks and months.

Please remember that next week is the last 
week of this term and that we will finish 
at 12:25pm on Friday, I have attached the 
programme for the day below.

Friday 26th March.

Periods 1-3 as normal including break.

12:00pm all pupils and students return to form 
bases – to watch the Virtual Lenten Service 
and Easter Message from Mr Mathew.

Staggered dismissal

12:30 – Year 7 & 6th Form

12:35 – Year 8 & 9

12:45 – Year 10 & 11

No lunch will be available.  FSM pupils can 
collect a sandwich before they leave. 

Finally, I have been asked why we have stopped 
parents collecting from the first carpark at the 
end of the school day. This is due to this area 
becoming too busy for children to walk through 
as they leave school and board the buses. It is to 
ensure the safety of our children as they leave 
the site.

 

Saint John Henry Newman, pray for us.

Enjoy the weekend and thank you all for 
your continued support and prayers.

God bless, Mr Mathew

Prayer
Dear Lord, help us to live each day quietly, easily.
To lean upon your strength truthfully, restfully.
To wait for the unfolding of your will patiently, 
serenely.
To meet others peacefully, joyfully.
To face tomorrow confidently, courageously. 
Amen



 

 

CATHOLIC BISHOPS’ CONFERENCE OF ENGLAND AND WALES  
 

Statement from the Presidency of the Bishops’ Conference 
on the National Day of Reflection for COVID-19 

Tuesday 23rd March 2021 
 

We welcome the designation of Tuesday 23rd March as a National Day of Reflection to 
mark the anniversary of the first national lockdown with a minute’s silence at midday 
and doorstep vigils of light at 8pm.  
 
We ask you all to make this not only a Day of Reflection but also a Day of Prayer.  In 
reflection we ponder on all that has taken place; in prayer we bring this to our Heavenly 
Father.  For all who live by faith in God, reflection and prayer always go hand in hand. 
Prayer completes reflection.  Reflection informs prayer.  Prayer opens our life to its true 
horizon.  Without prayer we live in a foreshortened world and are more easily swamped 
by its clamour and tragedy.  Throughout this difficult year, so many have been inspired 
by prayer, so much effort sustained in prayer, in every place.  So let us make the 23rd 
March truly a day of prayer. 
 
March 2020 was the first time our churches had to be closed. It is our hope that on this 
day, every one of our churches will be open.  We invite everyone to enter a church on 
this day, to reflect and pray in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament.  We know this will 
involve an extra effort, but this can be part of our important contribution to a significant 
moment in the life of our country.  Indeed, we ask that you might invite a friend, 
neighbour or colleague to come to church with you as you make this visit. 
 
There is so much on which to reflect and include in our prayer. 
 
We reflect in sorrow on all those who have died, whether family members, friends or 
those unknown to us personally.  We pray for them, asking our Father to welcome them 
into their heavenly home, the destiny for which God first gave us the gift of life. 
 
We reflect with compassion on all those who have suffered during this last year, whether 
through illness, stress, financial disaster or family tensions.  We pray for their ongoing 
resilience, courage and capacity to forgive.  
 
We reflect with thanksgiving for the generosity, inventiveness, self-sacrifice and 
determination shown by so many in this most difficult of times.  We pray for them, 



 

 

thanking God for their gifts and dedication, whether they are scientists, politicians, 
health workers, public servants of every kind, community leaders or steadfast family 
members and friends who continue to show such love and compassion. 
 
We reflect in hope that, as the pandemic is controlled and we open up our lives again, 
we will gather in the lessons we have learned and build our society into a better shape, 
more compassionate, less marked by inequalities, more responsive to needs and 
deprivation.  We ask for the inspiration of the Holy Spirit to guide and strengthen us in 
this endeavour, whether we are focussing on overcoming family breakdowns, economic 
recovery, or building political consensus. 
 
Christian prayer is, of course, centred on Jesus Christ, the one who is “lifted up” before 
us “so that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him” (John 3.13).  We pray 
with Jesus, in him and through him, for he is the one who carries us, and our prayers, 
into the embracing presence of his Father.  He is our comfort in sorrow, our strength in 
the face of need, our rejoicing in the gifts we celebrate and our hope in the face of the 
weighty darkness of death.  
 
May Tuesday 23rd March be a great day of prayer that this pandemic comes to an end 
and that the gift of God’s Holy Spirit will carry us all forward to a new and better life, 
both here and in the world to come. 
 

    
 
Cardinal Vincent Nichols    Archbishop Malcolm McMahon OP 
President      Vice-President  



We are very proud of year 7 and 8 pupils for their 
engagement in RE lessons over the remote learning 
period. We have shared and celebrated some of the 
amazing examples of work we have completed with 
them in lessons, and where they have shown great 
pride in their achievement.

Pupils were also offered an opportunity to extend 
their learning and participate in this year’s Fairtrade 
Fortnight campaign, aimed at raising awareness about 
the benefits of buying Fairtrade products and the life 
changing impact it has on workers in poorer countries.

Looking ahead to the rest of Spring and Summer 
terms, we are delighted to give all pupils in Year 
7 and 8 an opportunity to participate in the 
‘Spirited Arts competition 2021’, a worldwide 
competition organised by National Association of 
Teachers of Religious Education.

We hope to give our young pupils a chance to 
be creative and imaginative in RE, and to focus 
on their spiritual thinking and skills. Pupils will 
choose from five exciting themes and present 
their work in any art form including: Art, Poetry, 
Photography, Dance, Music, Drama  
and Sculpture.

KS3 RE

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Marcus King, Year 7

Summer Goodman, Year 8Kasia Kapron, Year 8

YEAR 10
Year 10 are currently studying the Catholic 
Christianity Beliefs and Practices unit. This 
has given them the opportunity to explore 
the seven sacraments, the Mass, prayer and a 
variety of different forms of worship. In the last 
month, whilst we have all been staying at home, 
Year 10 have travelled far and wide across the 
globe from the Holy land to Rome, Lourdes 
and Walsingham. Unfortunately this has all 
been completed virtually. Pupils have made the 
most of the opportunity to explore places of 
Pilgrimage by taking part in virtual tours. They 
have visited The Church of the Annunciation, 
Nazareth, The Dome of the Ascension, The 
Grotto at Lourdes, and St Peter’s Basilica 
amongst a number of other sites of Pilgrimage. 
The pupils have also been conducting some 
research into how the themes of Catholic Social 
Teaching are reflected in current social and 
human rights cases, including a focus on gender 
discrimination for International Women’s Day.  
Some excellent work has been produced.

YEAR 11
Year 11 have been examining the different 
reasons people believe in God, in particular 
looking at religious experiences such as 
miracles and visions, and whether or not we 
have ever have proof that God exists. They 
have also examined atheist responses to these 
arguments. More recently, they have engaged 
with the problem of evil and suffering, and 
considered how the presence of this can make 
it challenging to believe in an omnipotent and 
benevolent creator. The current pandemic has 

provided us with discussion about the types of 
evil and suffering that exist, and the possible 
explanations for its presence in our world. This 
has led to many thought-provoking questions 
and mature observations and reflections.  
Students will also learn about the Catholic 
responses to the presence of evil and suffering, 
and we have lots of evidence from our own 
school community, from the school charity, KISS 
to the Christmas boxes given to those in need in 
Christmas time, to learn from. 

YEAR 12
There are three parts to the A-level they are 
studying; New Testament, Philosophy and 
Ethics. In New Testament, they have been 
examining the way in which the author of 
the Fourth Gospel uses miracles to reveal 
the nature of Jesus and why he uses the 
word ‘signs’ instead of miracles. They have 
examined the Raising of Lazarus and the 
Wedding at Cana among others. In Ethics, 
they continue to evaluate ethical theories that 
seek to justify how we should behave. This 
term they are looking at Natural Moral Law 
before they move on to applying these ethical 
theories to contemporary moral issues such 
as Peace and Conflict. In Philosophy, students 
are examining and evaluating the different 
arguments used to prove God’s existence. 
They will then continue on to learn about the 
nature of religious experience and evaluate the 
arguments surrounding this as a way of proving 
God’s existence. We have been really impressed 
by the dedication and hard-work of our year 
12 students and the quality of the work they 
produced during the period of remote learning. 



Eco-Team Update
Now that we are spending a considerable 
amount of time at home, it is important to 
consider ways in which we can be more energy 
efficient. 

Energy efficiency simply means using less 
energy to perform the same task – that is, 
eliminating energy waste. 

The following link highlights the important role 
we play in the overall picture:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Z6P-
PoZVKQ 

In addition, the attached poster (created by our 
Eco-team) highlights simple, but effective, steps 
towards achieving our goal. 

You could choose a couple of tips that you are 
not already doing and try to make them a habit 
this year. 

In fact, the annual Earth Hour event is being 
held on 27th March from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m. 
This is a national event designed to encourage 
individuals, communities and businesses to turn 
off non-essential electric lights as a symbol of 
commitment to our planet.

LET’S JOIN IN. LET’S MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Z6P-PoZVKQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Z6P-PoZVKQ
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HEALTH & WELLBEING 

 

Are you 11-16 years old and live in Stevenage? 

Come and join our Online Summit for Young People hosted by the Young 
People's Healthy Hub Stevenage! The afternoon will be filled with a series of fun 
workshops on a range of health and wellbeing topics with guest speakers:  

 

When? Wednesday 24 March from 
4:00 – 7:00pm 

Get your free ticket on Eventbrite: 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/spring-online-summit-for-

young-people-tickets-145243430009 
Or Scan our QR Code  

All attendees will be entered into a prize draw to win a £50 Amazon 
Voucher! 

 

FREE 
ONLINE 
SUMMIT! 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/spring-online-summit-for-
young-people-tickets-145243430009
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