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Dear 
Parents and Guardians, 

OUR
PUPILS
SHINE

The weather is miserable and we cannot do a great deal because of lockdown; it could be very 
easy to be downbeat but I remain so buoyant as it is clear that our pupils and staff have come 
such a long way, and learned so much from the previous instances of learning from home.  There 
is, therefore, good reason to be cheerful and optimistic about the future. Fundamentally, the aim of 
this period of remote learning is to maintain a strong learning routine and my staff tell me that the 
vast majority of our pupils and students have heeded the message about working hard now to give 
themselves solid foundations for their next stage of their educational journey – be that Year 8 or 
university – when ‘normality’ returns.  In addition, it is clear that pupils and students in examination 
years have maintained high levels of engagement to keep all options open. You will have seen in 
the press that the government are now consulting on the best way of assessing Year 11 pupils and 
Year 13 students, and are suggesting at least small scale examinations as part of the possible mix.
It is clear that, far from resting on our laurels and simply waiting for this period to pass, we need 
to be ambitious over what can be achieved over the next couple of months.  This is why I have 
been working with my staff to ensure that there is a weekly session of professional development 
for all of them to ensure that they are as skilled as possible in the delivery of remote learning in all 
its forms. And it is why I am writing to you today to ask you to ‘raise the bar’ with your sons and 
daughters by getting them to turn their cameras on, as a matter of course, during live lessons.
In the first period of lockdown we took a very relaxed view of the use of cameras during live 
lessons.  The situation was new to everyone, the technology was new to most and the key thing 
was to get the pupils and students ‘in the room’.  This time we are in a different place and we 
are, rightly, looking for fuller, more meaningful engagement by individual pupils in the lesson, 
between teacher and individual pupils, and between pupils.  Seeing each other creates a sense of 
connection and accountability, it fosters a sense of community, it simulates in-person teaching, and 
it makes it easier for the teachers to identify students by name. Perhaps most importantly, it allows 
teachers to easily check if students are engaged, following along, or confused. All these factors 
lead to higher engagement and greater progress for the many.
Whilst for a very small minority there may be a technological or known well-being reason for 
not turning cameras on, I would like cameras on to be the default position for all from Monday 
morning, please.  Do use my name, “Mr Mathew has said that you must have your camera on!” 
Microsoft Teams has a ‘Alter your background display’ function, which means that any anxieties 
about invasion of privacy have been laid to rest.  Some devices do not have a camera function, 
though nearly all phones do, and it is straightforward to operate Microsoft teams through them.
A couple of other housekeeping matters when it comes to remote learning.  First, can I ask you to 
reinforce with your children the importance of following teacher instruction as to where to hand 
in work.  A situation where some students send the work in through SMHW, some via email and 
some via Teams means staff workload is tripled.  Can I also ask you to remind them not to fall into 
informality when using the ‘chat’ with staff.  This is a formal teaching situation and so formal hellos, 
goodbyes and responses to questions should be observed please.  Lastly, some of my staff have 
shared their concern as to the lateness of the times when pupils are handing in work or responding 
to staff feedback. This is not a complaint about work being handed in late, it is a concern that some 
children are working late into the night. Whilst it is important to encourage independent learning, it 
is also not healthy or sustainable for pupils to be doing school work late at night. We have always 
understood the importance of “down” time for our children and we have always advised that 
homework, ideally, should be completed on arrival home at the end of the school day. It should not 
take longer than one or two hours, depending on the year group. Obviously the older year groups 
tend to spend longer on their homework, but in both cases it should be that homework is finished 
by 7 o’clock at the latest and the rest of the evening is for resting and restoring.
I do, also, want to make the point that attendance to virtual lessons is important and an 
expectation. All pupils and students must attend all lessons and participate in the lesson to the 
best of their abilities, as we would expect of every child in school. This is because, as I have said 
previously, we are engaged in delivering a body of knowledge and skills, not preparing children for 
an examination.
As I mention earlier, during the week Gavin Williamson, the Secretary of State for Education, has 
started a consultation process with teachers asking for their views on how children can most 
successfully be awarded accurate grades in the summer. Early indications are that some form of 
short external test may be used. Our Year 11 pupils and Year 13 students should be confident that 
our staff are well versed in the process of producing teacher-assessed grades. We will ensure that 
every pupil receives the grades that they deserve come the summer. It should also be clear and 
understood by pupils and students that staff are now in the process of evaluating those teacher 
assessed grades, and grades can go down as well as up. The teachers are now gathering evidence 
to support the grades that they wish to present to the exam boards and this can only be done if 
there is sufficient evidence to support their judgments. To be clear, Year 11 pupils in Year 13 students 
do very much have control of their futures, and this period of study is extremely important in that 
regard. 
The process for moving into our Sixth form will begin in the coming weeks and Mrs Davies will 
send some forms to Year 11 pupils to help them select their preferred courses for next year. We will 
also produce a timeline which will give a clear indication of what you need to do and by when.  
I suggest that Year 11 pupils considering courses in our Sixth Form for next year revisit the Sixth 
Form open evening materials when making their decisions.
This newsletter does contain a great deal of information, particularly with regard to remote 
learning. But this time is an crucial period of time for us all and we must make sure that once the 
vaccine has had an impact, and we are able to return to a more normal, normal every one of us is in 
a position to be able to fulfil their potential and pursue their dreams. We all know that day-to-day 
life can be a struggle and, under the current circumstances, it is proving to be a greater struggle 
for many of us than would normally be the case. But we must remember our faith, we must 
remember that we are not alone and we must remember that this will pass. All shall be well.

Saint John Henry Newman, pray for us.

God bless and have a great weekend everyone.

Prayer
Father almighty, you reveal to us that you are light. 
Help us to live our lives in your radiance and so in 
fellowship with one another. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen

One of the most inspiring aspects of this 
current situation, is the manner in which 
parents, staff, pupils, students and the wider 
community have come together for the 
good of all. We are without doubt stronger 
together, we will without doubt succeed, 
prosper and enjoy a better future working 
together. I thank you all on behalf of the staff 
for your continued messages of support, 
prayers and understanding. We are all trying 
to do our very best in very difficult terms and, 
sometimes, good enough is good enough.



HEALTH & WELLBEING 

Our school nurse, Mrs White, is in school each day and some of you may have already spoken to 
her already during her wellbeing calls home. She has offered to provide a “School Nurse Surgery”. 
If you wish to discuss any physical concerns you may have about your child, please ring through 
to reception on a school day between 10-11am and our lovely receptionists, Julie and Kim, will put 
you through to Mrs White. 

As some of you may have seen, we sent out a 
Wellbeing parent mail earlier this week. In case 
you missed it, I would like to invite you, as our 
parents/carers, to join our school community 
for a parent support session where we will 
focus on wellbeing topics that your sons/
daughters may be experiencing or that you 
have concerns about.  

We will be offering our first parent support 
session next week.  This session will be hosted 
by myself, Mrs Ince,, and led by our School 
Counsellor/Emotional Health Consultant Angela 
Lawn. These sessions will be delivered virtually 
on Zoom and will consist of a 30 minute session 
led by Angela followed by a 30 minute Q/A. 

Date  Monday 18th January - 7 - 8pm 

Topic  Supporting young people  
 who Self-Harm 

If you are interested in attending can I ask that 
you click on the link below and complete the 
google form. Please provide us with the email 
address you will be using to attend the session 
by this Sunday 9pm deadline. We will then 
email you the zoom link for the parent support 
session. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLS
d7KxMmN3lKiqFITrmiQ3YCWblZYvcuEF0fU1O
8wgUWzRIhMg/viewform?usp=sf_link

I hope you are all looking after yourselves as best you can as we enter another lockdown. As we 
all found last time, it is so very important to think about our own wellbeing as much as we do 
our children’s. I hope you are all finding ways to be kind to yourself whilst juggling the demands 
placed on us in so many different ways. I wanted to let you know about the Wellbeing support we 
are offering at school to support our school community during this lockdown. 

I am sure you are aware about the morning registrations happening virtually this term. This is 
a really important time for our tutors to engage with their tutees at the start of each school 
day. This is the time when we can pick up on anyone that may be having a tricky day.  If your 
child needs to reach out, this is a good time to do it, perhaps, as they can let their tutors know 
what they need help with. Our Learning Co-ordinator’s and Assistant Learning Co-ordinator’s 
are working hard to make lots of calls to their year groups, leading assemblies and checking in 
with lots of our pupils to see how best we can support them. We also have calls being made by 
members of our SEND department and the Wellbeing team. 

As you can see from the flyer, we are 
offering Virtual Wellbeing lunchtime  
drop-ins this term to help support 
the pupils and students in our school 
community. Pupils were coming along to 
these at lunchtimes voluntarily last term, so 
we wanted to offer this virtually to ensure 
they know we are still here for them if they 
need us. The drop-ins begin on Monday 
18th January on Microsoft Teams. This is 
entirely optional, however, we have seen 
some pupils already this week over Teams 
and they have appreciated some time to 
talk with a member of our Wellbeing team. 
Mrs White, Mrs Friedrich and myself are all 
available online at lunch to speak to your 
child. If you are concerned about your son 
or daughter then please do encourage 
them to reach out. We are here to support 
them as best we can. 

As a parent, you may also feel that you 
may need to reach out and let us know 
your concerns. Please do continue to get 
in touch with your son’s/daughter’s form 
tutor in the first instance, and we will work 
together to try and support you to support 
your child. 

If you have any queries or concerns,  
please do not hesitate to get in touch  
using inces@jhn.herts.sch.uk.

Take care, 

Mrs Ince

Deputy Mental Health Lead

Right now, our pupils and students will be spending much more 
time online and the NSPCC have put together a hub for parents with 
information about how to keep their child safe online, during lockdown. 
The hub includes safety tips, advice about online learning apps and 
help with how to support your child’s wellbeing whilst online. 

You can access the hub by following this link: 

https://www.net-aware.org.uk/online-safety-lockdown/

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd7KxMmN3lKiqFITrmiQ3YCWblZYvcuEF0fU1O8wgUWzRIhMg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/online-safety-lockdown/


KEY STAGE 4
Year 9 have had an excellent start to the 
year and we were excited to welcome a new 
Geography GCSE cohort. We spent the first 
term studying our ‘Geography in the News’ unit 
where we linked Geography to the current news 
stories that the pupils might be reading about 
or seeing on the television. 

This unit has allowed the Year 9s to learn about 
a number of topics we cover in Geography 
and we have been able to bring it to life by 
ensuring it is current and up to date with the 
global events. We finished the unit by looking at 
development, something they will revisit at the 
end of Year 11. 

We will now be starting the GCSE content 
with them, beginning with Ecosystems of the 
Planet. This unit should be familiar as they also 
look at Ecosystems in Year 8. We use this prior 
knowledge to investigate more ecosystems 
around the world, learn in more detail about 
the threats facing the rainforest and also learn 
about coral reefs; a unique ecosystem and 
regularly on the news when looking at the 
impact of climate change. 

We will share the course outline with the pupils 
in due course and explain what we will be 
studying over the next three years. We will be 
following the OCR Geography A specification. 

The Year 10 Geographers are currently studying 
their third unit of the GCSE, Landscapes of the 
UK. Within this unit, they will be studying both 
river and coastal landforms and investigating 
the impact that humans may have on these 
landscapes. This will be investigated through 
their case studies of the River Wye and the 
North Norfolk Coastline. This unit is an excellent 
introduction to the fieldwork the Geographers 
will carry out in North Norfolk, hopefully early in 
Year 11. We are currently making plans for the 
field trip to take place when it is safe to do so 
and will send details out when we have an idea 
of when the trip will be able to hopefully take 
place. 

The work completed in North Norfolk will 
contribute to their fieldwork and geographical 
skills exam which is worth 40% of their final 
grade when taken in the summer of Year 11. 

We have been continuously impressed with 
the Year 11 Geographers. They have maintained 
a dedicated focus to their studies despite 
not being able to go on the fieldtrip and the 
uncertainty around the summer exams. We 
are currently completing the People of the 

Planet unit which investigates the different 
levels of development between countries and 
the reasons for this. The final unit of the course 
looks at the environmental threats facing our 
planet with a focus on the impacts of climate 
change. This unit brings in lots of the different 
Geographical skills that they have learnt 
throughout the whole of the specification and 
is, of course, an extremely topical unit with the 
likes of David Attenborough highlighting the 
threats our planet is facing. 

KEY STAGE 5
The Year 12 Geographers have settled in well 
to their A Level studies and we have been 
pleased to see their enthusiasm carry through 
from GCSE. We have had many interesting class 
discussions with them and we are excited to see 
their Geographical skills develop over the next 
two years. 

We are making plans to organise the Wales trip 
for when it is safe to go. This will be a great 
opportunity for the Geographers to bring in 
what they have been learning about in the 
classroom to life, particularly the Glaciation and 
Regeneration units. 

Like Year 11, we have also been pleased to see 
the Year 13 Geographers continue to work hard 
and contribute fully in their lessons. We have 
spent this year covering some extremely topical 
units with the students, from looking at energy 
and water security to human rights and how 
they vary around the world and the different 
geopolitical relationships countries have with 
each other. 

It is really important at A Level, to dedicate 
time during their studies to read around the 
subject and the units they are covering. There is 
a reading list below and this is a great starting 
point for students to develop as a Geographer. 

GEOGRAPHY

It’s been an odd start to the Year in the Geography department. We should have already visited 
North Norfolk, Kew Gardens and had a visit from Zoolab. However, the lack of field trips has not 
stopped our Geographers starting the new academic year with enthusiasm! As a department we 
have been continuously impressed with the level of dedication and focus all pupils and students 
have had to their studies. 

KEY STAGE 3
Year 7 have started the year studying climate 
change. They have been investigating which 
countries will be the most affected by climate 
change and whether we can start using the 
term ‘climate refugee.’ They have started 
to use a wide range of Geographical skills 
and have asked many interesting questions 
which have led to some excellent class 
discussions. We also spent some time looking 
at Antarctica and the Antarctic Treaty as 
part of our unit of work and also to celebrate 
Antarctica Day. 

We will soon be moving onto their map 
skills unit. This will introduce the Year 7s to 
a wide range of Geographical skills, from 
scale, compass directions and 4&6 figure grid 
references to ensure that they can read maps 
effectively and identify key landscapes on a 
map. All-important skills I’m sure you’ll agree, 
just in case the map on their phone breaks! 

Year 8 have just completed their Tectonics 
unit where we investigated why we have 
earthquakes and volcanoes and the impact 
they have, both on people and the landscapes 
around them. They all designed their own 
earthquake - proof building as part of their 
final assessment and we have been impressed 
with the creative and thoughtful designs 
some of the pupils came up with. 

As we start our period of remote learning, 
we are moving onto our Ecosystems unit. 
We will be learning about the rainforest 
and investigating how plants and animals 
have adapted to their climate. We will also 
spend time looking at the threats facing 
the rainforests and this will link back to the 
climate change unit the Year 8 Geographers 
completed in Year 7. 

J Payne - Geography Department, Okehampton College                Synopsis adapted from www.waterstones.com 

Geography Reading List 
1 Prisoners of Geography  

Tim Marshall 
Splitting the world into 10 distinct regions 
suggests our key political driver continues 
to be our physical geography. It includes 
why China and India will never fall into 
conflict. One of the best books about 
geopolitics you could imagine! 

8 Worth Dying For 
Tim Marshall 
The histories, the power and the politics of 
the symbols that unite and divide us. We 
wave them and burn them and still, in the 21st 
century, we die for them. We need to 
understand the symbols that people are 
rallying around.  

2 Factfulness 
Hans Rosling 
A radical new explanation of why we 
systematically get the answers to questions 
about development, revealing ten instincts 
that distort our perspective. Sweeps aside 
our worst instincts and makes the world a 
sunnier place. 

9 Adventures in the Anthropocene 
Gaia Vince 
Our planet is said to be crossing into the Age 
of Humans. This book sees what life is really 
like for people on the frontline of the planet 
we’ve made, from artificial glaciers to 
electrified reefs. 

 

3 The Almighty Dollar 
Dharshini David 
Follows $1 from a shopping trip in Texas, 
via China’s central bank, Nigerian 
railroads, the oilfields of Iraq and beyond 
to reveal the complex relationships of our 
new globalised world.  

 

10 10 Billion  
Stephen Emmott 
It’s about our failure: failure as individuals, 
the failure of business and the failure of our 
politicians. It is about an unprecedented 
planetary emergency. It’s about the future 
of us.  

 

4 Connectography 
Parag Khanna 
A guide through the emerging global 
network civilisation in which megacities 
complete over connectivity and borders 
are increasingly irrelevant. Shows how a 
new foundation of connectivity is pulling 
together a world that appears to be 
falling apart. 

11 The Bottom Billion 
Paul Collier 
Explains four traps that prevent the 
homelands of the world’s billion poorest 
people from growing and receiving the 
benefits of globalisation - civil war, natural 
resources, being landlocks and ineffective 
governance.  

5 Divided 
Tim Marshall 
There are many reasons why we erect 
walls, because we are divided in many 
ways: wealth, race, religion, politics. 
Understanding what has divided us, past 
and present, is essential to understanding 
much of what’s going on in the world 
today.  

12 10 Billion  
Danny Dorling 
Explores how we got to 10 billion and the 
key issues that we face in the coming 
decades including how to deal with scarcity 
of resources and how our cities will grow 
and how we should prepare for population 
decline.  
 

6 Off the Map 
Alastair Bonnett 
From forgotten enclaves to floating 
islands, from hidden villages to New York 
gutter spaces, this book charts the hidden 
corners of our planet. Topophilia, the love 
of place, is a fundamental part of what it 
is to be human.  

13 Peoplequake 
Fred Pearce 
The population bomb is being defused. Half 
the world’s women are having two children 
or fewer and within a generation, the 
world’s population will be falling, and we will 
all be getting very old. This book confronts 
our demographic demons.  

7 The Silk Roads 
Peter Frankopan 
Our understanding of the world is shaped 
by the narrow focus on western Europe 
and the US. An antidote to Eurocentric 
accounts of the world, examining several 
continents and centuries and the factors 
that influenced the flow of goods and 
ideas. 

14 This is the Way the World Ends 
Jeff Nesbit 
Our world is in trouble - right now. This book 
tells the real stories of the substantial impacts 
to Earth’s systems unfolding across each 
continent from longer droughts in the Middle 
East to the monsoon season shrinking in 
India. A blueprint for real-time, workable 
solutions we can tackle together. 

 

REMOTE LEARNING
As mentioned earlier, as a department we 
have been very impressed with how well 
the Geographers have adapted to remote 
learning. For some year groups we will 
be taking advantage of the Oak National 
Academy alongside our own resources. 
These are pre-recorded lessons, delivered 
by an experienced Geography teacher 
which can be embedded alongside our 
own teaching. So far, feedback for these 
resources has been positive! 

All of our Geographers, across all year 
groups, should be aware of what is going 
on around them in the world and trying to 
make links between current events and their 
Geography lessons. We would encourage 
all to keep an eye on news headlines either 
through television or news apps. 

On our Geography Twitter page, @GeogJHN, 
we regularly share documentaries that would 
be worth watching to further develop pupil 
and students studies in Geography. 
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