
Friday, 8th January 2021 
 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 

It has been a remarkably busy and fast moving start to our new term. There has 

been a significant number of changes to what had initially been planned and, 

consequently, a significant amount of new work has been undertaken to ensure 

that our children have the best provision available and our staff are kept safe. 
 

First, I must congratulate the vast majority of pupils and students for their 

engagement and attendance to morning registration and lessons. We have been 

very impressed by the number of lessons which have had full attendance - well 

done! We are monitoring the levels of pupils’ and student’ engagement and we 

will be commending those pupils and students who are making a significant effort, while supporting those 

pupils and students who are finding remote learning difficult. If you are finding it very difficult to support 

your child in engaging with remote learning do please contact our Pastoral led Mrs Howard on 

Howardw@jhn.herts.sch.uk and she will pass your concerns to the relevant member of our pastoral team. 

We are limited in what we can do remotely, but there are things that we can do to help.  
 

The current circumstances are far from ideal for us all, but we must remember that this time remains key 

for every child in ensuring that each one of them has every opportunity to fulfil their potential in later life. I 

will address the changes to public examinations later in this update, but it is important to remember that 

our school is not, and never has been, about examinations. It is this period of time that forms the future for 

everyone, it is this time that will dictate the future path of every child.  
 

It is because of the importance of this time, be it at home or in school, that every pupil and student must 

make the most of our current situation and take every opportunity that is offered. Not necessarily just for 

the content that is being delivered, important as that is, but for the development of life skills that truly 

matter. Dedication, organisation, application, grit and a sense of personal achievement to name just a few. 

Every adult and parent knows that we are judged, in later life, on the skills and attributes above, not our 

qualifications. 
 

We must also remember that our talents are God-given and as such we have a responsibility to make the 

most of them. In reality, every one of us is happiest when we are achieving, helping those around us and 

making a positive contribution to our families, friends and to our communities. 

We also need to be aware that the lives of our children are not on “hold”. Although public examinations 

have been cancelled for our older children, they will still need the necessary skills and knowledge to access 

their future studies, be that A levels, BTEC, CTEC or university and apprenticeships. The same can be said 

of our younger children, as the demands of next year will still be present. A Year 8 pupil must have 

acquired the knowledge and skills required to become a Year 9 pupil, and so hard work, dedication and 

mature foresight are still required. That is why my opening commendation of so many is so important. It is 

already obvious to us that the experience of remote learning now is so much better than in March 2020 - 

well done! 

Date here 

mailto:Howardw@jhn.herts.sch.uk


On more practical issues: 

 Mass testing. We now have the test kits in school. We have trained our staff to process the tests and 

we are currently testing our staff every week. We will be sending out consent forms to parents at 

the appropriate time. The most important development for parents is that we are now confident 

that come the return to school of every child, we can successfully test every child.  

 

 Year 11 and Year 13 public examinations. As you will be aware, these examinations have been 

cancelled. The Government has asked schools to give our assessments and to produce what they 

have called a Teacher Assessed Grade (TAGs). The Government have also said that teachers will be 

given training and guidance on moderating this process, but we have yet to receive the details for 

this. Last year, we very successfully completed this process and every child received the grades that 

they deserved. I want to clarify a number of points to reassure pupils, students and parents: 
 

1. The TAGs will not be based solely on mock examination results. The mock examinations are 

important, but they will not decide the grade that will be generated for each child.  

2. Your teachers know you very well. They have worked with each of you for many years, they 

know your potential and have a good understanding of what you may have achieved in the 

summer, had you taken the public examinations. 

3. It is not too late to make difference. We will always consider the quality and quantity of the 

work produced by examination classes at this time of year. This is the time when many pupils 

and students make great strides in maturity, discovering their talents and developing them. All 

of the work that is completed over the coming months will form part of our evaluation of TAGS: 

indeed as the most recent evidence of performance we will be giving it particular attention. 

4. The planned mock examinations for Years 11 are under review. I can confirm to Year 11 pupils 

that they will not face mock examinations should they return after the February half-term. We 

will await further guidance from the Government and then make the necessary plans. It is 

important that all pupils and students continue to work to the best of their abilities, in order to 

support our TAGs. Your teachers will need to provide evidence to support their assessments. 

Again, there is sufficient time for every pupil and student to provide that evidence, your future 

is in your hands. 

5. I suggest to every pupil and student that you must take this opportunity. I mention this point as 

every year I hear pupils and students comment that they could have done better! They just had 

not started the work… Well today is your final chance to start the work - please take it. 

 

 The School Calendar. We are currently reviewing all of the events that would have taken place this 

term. I use the word term, as it is far from certain that things will return to normal straight after half 

term. Rest assured, however, that planned parents evenings will go ahead and these will be carried 

out remotely. We have an App that has, on the whole, worked well. We will share more details with 

you nearer the time. 

 The daily timetable. Here is the new daily timetable for remote lessons. 

  830-845              Registration (Wednesday 830-900 to allow for a PSHCE session) 

845-945              Period 1 (Wednesday 9-945) 

945-1045            Period 2 

1045-1115          Break 

1115-1215          Period 3 

1215-1315          Lunch 

1315-1415          Period 4 

1415-1515          Period 5 



I am sure that we all know someone who has recently contracted the virus or who is currently suffering 

from it.  Our school is no different as there are members of our community currently in hospital or who are 

unwell with Covid.  Can I ask you to please keep them and all those suffering in your prayers.  It is so clear 

that staying at home where at all possible, and doing the Covid basics right is the only responsible course 

of action for us and all our families during this current, difficult time.  

 

Finally, I must commend our staff for the excellent work that they have undertaken for our children - they 

are stunning - and I must also thank and congratulate our parents, who have once again risen to the 

challenge of home education. You too are stunning. This is a difficult period for us all, but working 

together we will move forward, we will be successful and we will support each other. The vaccination 

programme is a very positive development and we must be optimistic. 

 

Most Merciful Father, 

We come to You in our weakness. 

We come to You in our fear. 

We come to You with trust. 

For You alone are our hope. 

Bring wisdom to doctors. 

Give understanding to scientists. 

Endow caregivers with compassion and generosity. 

Bring healing to those who are ill. 

Protect those who are most at risk. 

Give comfort to those who have lost a loved one. 

Welcome those who have died into Your Eternal Home. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Saint John Henry Newman, pray for. 

Enjoy the weekend as best you can and take care. 

God bless, Mr Mathew  



 
 
  

Looking Back – Ending 2020 with The Globe Players  

 

To coincide with study across KS3 and KS4, pupils watched some ‘live’ performances staged by 

the Globe Players. Just as many among us have been forced to leave the office behind and move 

our work online, so too have the Globe Players. The result: an exciting, virtual collaboration, 

allowing actors in different countries to combine the practical features of Zoom with the magic of 

green screen in order to share classic plays and novels with pupils across England. The show did 

go on!  

 

In KS3, years 7 and 9 enjoyed an introduction to William Shakespeare and his plays in ‘The Play’s 

The Thing’, as they will begin studying extracts from some Shakespearean plays in the new year 

and year 9 have been studying ‘Romeo and Juliet’.  Year 8 enjoyed an adaptation of ‘A Christmas 

Carol’ and a biographical presentation of Dickens’ literary works in ‘Christmas with Dickens’.  

Finally, year 11 enjoyed watching either ‘Macbeth’ or ‘A Christmas Carol’, depending on their 

GCSE texts. Pupils were even able to submit questions to the actors, which were answered in a ‘Q 

and A’ session at the end of the performance. The pupils relished the opportunities to connect 

with actors and theatres from the safety of the school. You can read some of their feedback below. 

 

‘Macbeth’ 

 

 
 

English Department 



‘A Christmas Carol’ 

 

 
 

‘The Play’s The Thing’ 

 

 
  

‘The Play’s The Thing’: 

“I enjoyed the actors’ laughter and their passion for Shakespeare’s plays. We learnt a lot about Shakespeare, 

too!” Nathan, year 7 

 

“It was magical seeing the characters appear and disappear using the green screen.” Finley, year 7 

 

 ‘A Christmas Carol’: 

“It was great to see a female actress playing ‘Scrooge’. I liked that parts were split between men and 

women.” Marta, year 8 

 
“I really enjoyed the fact that the cast was diverse.” Niamh, year 8.  

 
“It was very entertaining and recapped my memory of A Christmas Carol” Vernon, year 11 

 
“I like how they included narration to explain key themes and the reasons why Scrooge acted the way he did” Natasha, 

year 11 

 

 ‘Macbeth’ 

“I really enjoyed it. When the actors started explaining key moments I started to connect things together. 

Watching the start made me realise how much foreshadowing there is. I think now I understand the whole of 

the overall play more clearly and chronologically. “ Anna, year 11 

 

“The performance has enhanced my understanding of the play by revealing an array of new views on scenes 

and providing various explanations of scenes and key quotes made by characters in the play. It was an 



interesting experience overall, particularly because the play had to be adapted to work on modern 

technology.” Isabella, year 11 

 

 

Celebrating work in Year 10 

 

Last half term, Year 10 focused on developing their descriptive 

writing skills. Using the AQA GCSE poetry anthology as a 

starting point, pupils have been learning to craft confident and 

compelling narratives and descriptive pieces, experimenting with 

innovative structural features and ambitious vocabulary. You can 

read some excellent responses below: 

 

At the epicentre of the city lay the populous market, squirming with haggling merchants and sadistic 

swindlers raising a cacophony of noise as they called out their wares to weary onlookers. Cyryl 

 

From the aeroplanes high above, sleek shapes roar across the sky in a race to somewhere else; it must look like 

an explosion. A spreading tangle of delicate patchwork, each hue conjoined by thin streams of people, 

unfolds before the eye. The Market: if it once bore another name, we have forgotten it. It seems almost alive, 

pushing back at the city that surrounds it, lest the urban sprawl dare encroach upon its territory.’ Jacob 

Further down, people swarmed like ants to a small, dilapidated blue building. Red faces plastered with rage 

mouthed obscenities from within the seething sea of people and a short, rotund woman attempted to elbow 

her way to the front, receiving angry glares as she went. Amber 

 

Looking Forward to 2021 
KS3 – KS4 

 

Year 7 pupils will build their creative writing skills from the previous unit and explore how 

writers shape their voice. 

 

Year 8 - after finishing A Christmas Carol, pupils will develop their understanding of myths and 

legends from the previous year through the unit of ‘Dystopian Worlds’ examining how 

boundaries in society might change dependent on governance and power change within society 

from texts in the 20th and 21st century. 

 

Year 9 will develop their understanding of societies and individuals through study of Of Mice and 

Men or To Kill a Mockingbird. Students will explore characters marginalised by the societies in 

which they exist. As a result, we hope they can develop the skill of evaluating the writer’s key 

underlying messages that justify the presentation of such individuals within society. 

 

Year 10 will study one of the following 19th century texts as part of their GCSE study: Jekyll and 

Hyde, A Christmas Carol or Frankenstein. 

 

Year 11 will continue developing their analytical skills through study of Romeo and Juliet or non-

fiction texts. 
 
 



KS5 

English Literature 

 

Year 12 students have been enjoying studying The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood and 

Translations by Brian Friel, drawing comparisons between the two and exploring them as ‘modern’ 

texts, written in the post-WW2 climate. They will be moving on to study Carol Ann Duffy’s 

collection of poems, Feminine Gospels, this term, examining her portrayal of gender, status and 

power through inventive use of poetic form.  

 

Year 13 students, alongside their exploration of the depiction of love throughout time in literature, 

have been planning and writing their NEA (coursework) submissions. The NEA topics are diverse 

and reflect the range of interests within the group – examples of titles include: 

● 'The Yellow Wallpaper and Other Stories' and 'The Edible Woman'- female subordination 

● 'A Tale of Two Cities' and 'Animal Farm'- the nature of suffering in light of rebellion 

● 'The Tempest' and 'The Wasp Factory'- the impact of parenting on the individual 

Year 13 students will begin reading The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald, a novella set in the 

‘Roaring Twenties’ which depicts a society shaped by Prohibition laws, conspicuous consumerism 

and The American Dream.  

 

English Language and Literature 

 

Year 12 students spent the first term learning how to apply linguistic concepts to texts. This 

involved getting to grips with new terminology and a range of collected ‘voices’ from an 

anthology. This term they are reading two literary texts, Shakespeare’s Othello and Fitzgerald’s 

The Great Gatsby. They will explore these texts through the lens of the theme ‘Society and the 

Individual,’ examining how a society’s expectations are formed, and what happens to those who 

refuse to conform. 

 

Year 13 have also been writing their NEA pieces: two creative pieces linked to a key theme, 

supported by an analytical commentary. The genres selected are diverse and imaginative - from 

monologues to novel extracts; investigative journalism to autobiographies – and the themes 

include Female Identity, Secrets & Lies, and Isolation & Insanity. We look forward to reading all 

of these fascinating submissions! 

 

Competitions 

 

Years 7 and 8 will continue to take part in the ‘Young People’s Book Prize’ 

This is a national competition organised by the Royal Society, a 

fellowship of the world’s most eminent scientists. The aim is to develop 

literacy skills and promote enjoyment of STEM subjects through reading 

scientific, non-fiction texts. Earlier on this year, scientists chose six books 

that they found to be engaging and exciting for this age group.  

 

Pupils all over the country are now choosing their favourite book out of the six shortlisted books. 

Over 13,000 pupils from over 500 schools will take part in the voting.  



 

Pupils will spend DEAR sessions reading and discussing the books before selecting their favourite 

titles. We will send off the school’s verdict and the winner will be announced in February 2021. 

Pupils are enjoying discovering a new genre and developing their scientific knowledge and 

vocabulary at the same time! 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


