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Dear 
Parents and Guardians, 

OUR
PUPILS
SHINE

As we fast approach the Easter break and the 
celebration of Easter week and the resurrection, 
there is an obvious tiredness around the school. 
This is evident amongst the students and is 
due to the effort that they have put in over the 
last six weeks. They have worked so hard and 
are due a good break. This is particularly true 
of our Year 11 and Year 13 students, who have 
performed so well in the final round of mock 
examinations and appear to be well placed for 
the return of the summer public examination 
season. The staff have also been impacted 
upon, in the last week, by an increased number 
of Covid cases. At one point this week we had 
to consider sending a year group home to work 

remotely as the numbers of staff absent was so 
significant. Fortunately, through the amazing 
goodwill of colleagues, we were able to cover all 
lessons and keep everyone on site.

We have recently completed our Year 8 parents’ 
evenings and Miss Hunter has responded to the 
comments from parents and guardians below. 
The fast approaching Year 7 parents’ evening 
will be in person on the school site. Once we 
have completed these evenings we will once 
again survey parents, to ask for your preferred 
approach to parents’ evenings next year. Many 
miss the opportunity to see staff face to face, 
but many also prefer the convenience of a 
remote meeting.

From Miss Hunter, Year 8 Learning Coordinator.

“It is always lovely to read the positive comments, so thank you for taking the time to include 
these. For example, “We have nothing but praise and gratitude for the SJHN school. The 
dedication and enthusiasm from all staff, especially the teaching team, is incredible. This is a 
very special place and we feel so fortunate that our children attend this school. Both pastoral 
and academic provisions are outstanding. Thank you.” Thank you, also, for the questions raised. 
As the questionnaire is anonymous, we cannot respond individually, but I have answered some 
of the questions raised below.

Comment: I understand the barriers currently but when possible more and varied after school 
clubs would be great.

Comment: We don’t feel that there has been sufficient focus on y8 to support their social and 
academic development given all that they have missed.

Response: We currently run a variety of after-school clubs, for example Netball, football, rugby. 
Due to the Covid restrictions, we have been unable to run some of the additional clubs that we 
have. However, we are hoping in the next few terms to be able to run more clubs. Furthermore, 
students are given form competitions to help them build upon their sense of community. We 
also have many leadership opportunities such as form reps, chaplaincy team and sports reps 
which help students meet with students in other year groups to build connections. Next term 
will also see the return of our Enrichment activities, which have been postponed due to Covid 
restrictions. This means that students will have the opportunity to engage in a wide range of 
activities and with different year groups.



Comment: Lack of communication from teacher about reports about progress in lesson and 
assessments, until parent assessment.

Comment: With regards to feedback and go4schools, some subjects seem to provide updates 
regularly and some are rarely updated, more consistently or advice on how often we can expect 
updates would be beneficial.

Response: We recommend parents and guardians access Go4schools to see updates of their 
child/ children’s assessment information – this will be from end of unit tests grades and by 
updating their most likely step. On the Saint John Henry Newman website, in the curriculum 
section, there is information regarding each subject’s curriculum map and how students will be 
assessed for each subject. Furthermore, we recommend parents and guardians spending time 
reviewing their child/ children’s work – with each test the students complete they will be given 
a mark/ grade, feedback and a reflection activity, traditionally completed in red pen which make 
it easier to spot. Finally, parents and guardians can contact subject teachers at any time, if they 
would like some additional information. We also recommend parents and guardians download 
the EduLink One platform, that will give you daily updates on child’s rewards and sanctions.

All that said, the vast majority of assessment and feedback is done orally in class and so is 
clearly difficult for parents to see.  The best way of looking for progress is to see the journey 
taken through the curriculum in each of the exercise books.

Comment: Parent evening should be properly organised to give every child’s parent the 
opportunity to have a time slot with their child’s subject tutor. The direct face to face or virtual 
consultation works better than email feedback as it’s not a regular event done monthly so 
should be organised effectively.

Response: We appreciate the frustrations in not being able to book appointments with 
teachers. The reality of resourcing in education means that frequently class sizes mean that not 
all parents can be seen in one go.  Unfortunately, we do not have the capacity to offer additional 
evenings/ appointment slots due to the regulations covering Teachers’ Pay and Conditions. Our 
staff are incredibly generous with their time and do far more hours than they are contracted 
to do, however, and consequently, while we cannot direct teachers to work additional hours, 
many wish to supply feedback informally to parents, because they know how valuable this 
feedback is. Teachers are always available, via email, to respond to questions regarding your son 
or daughter’s progress, or over the phone if additional information is required during the school 
day, if teachers are not teaching. Parents can also access Go 4 Schools and Edulink, during 
the majority of the year, which gives an overview of progress in individual subjects and more 
frequent updates.

Comment: Mental Health is a key subject that the school supports.

Response: Thank you for recognising all the school does in terms of mental health and 
wellbeing. Mrs Murphy and Miss McAree work hard on developing a well-rounded curriculum for 
PSHCE. Furthermore, every Friday students in form time reflect on a wellbeing activity –  
for mindfulness, exercise, how to deal with stress and building connections with each other.”

Have a good weekend everyone.
God bless,
Mr Mathew

A prayer for Mother’s Day

May the blessing of the Divine
Be an especially bright benediction
Upon mothers everywhere
On your blessed day -
On Mother’s Day!
St John Henry Newman, pray for us

Can I reinforce Ms Hunter’s message regarding how 
important and helpful it is for parents to give us 
feedback so that we know where we need to look to 
try and make our work as effective as possible.

Happily, the weather has improved significantly and 
this has clearly raised our spirits in school. I wish 
all our mothers a happy Mother’s Day and a lovely 
weekend.



It has been great to get back into the labs and 
be able to do some practical Science with all 
year groups.  All students have settled back into 
the routine well and are enjoying carrying out 
experiments to support the content they cover in 
lessons. 

YEAR 7
All students in Year 7 start the year with an 
‘Introduction to Science’ topic where they learn about 
how scientists carry out experiments to achieve 
valid results. They put this into practice during the 
year in their practical skills assessments.  Topics 
studied in Year 7 Science include Energy, Muscles and 
bones and Acids and Alkalis.  The poster below was 
produced as part of the Ecology topic. 

Students have taken part in many activities outside of their Science 
lessons as well.

As part of their Voice sessions, organised by Mrs Crump, students 
in Year 7 took part in the judging of The Young People’s Science 
book prize for 2022.  They looked at all the books that were 
shortlisted by the adult judging panel and reviewed them. As part 
of the panel we received two copies of each book which will be 
put into the school library. Their overall winner was ‘Agent Asha’ by 
Sophie Deen.  They submitted their results to the national judging 
panel which included 11500 students from 537 school across the 
country. The national winner was ‘I Am a Book. I Am a Portal to the 
Universe’ by Miriam Quick and Stefanie Posavec. More details about 
the other shortlisted books and previous winners can be found 
here https://royalsociety.org/grants-schemes-awards/book-prizes/
young-peoples-book-prize/

We look forward to taking part again in 2023. 

Older students may wish to look at the books that are nominated 
for the Royal Society Science book prize. These are aimed at adults 
but students in Years 11 to 13 may find them interesting and a way 
of extending their Science knowledge beyond what is taught in 
lessons.  https://royalsociety.org/grants-schemes-awards/book-
prizes/science-book-prize/

https://royalsociety.org/grants-schemes-awards/book-prizes/young-peoples-book-prize/
https://royalsociety.org/grants-schemes-awards/book-prizes/young-peoples-book-prize/
https://royalsociety.org/grants-schemes-awards/book-prizes/science-book-prize/
https://royalsociety.org/grants-schemes-awards/book-prizes/science-book-prize/


YEAR 8
Students in Year 8 have been studying a range 
of Science topics that build on those studied in 
Year 7. The topics are rotated so that all students 
have access to practical equipment but the topics 
include Food and Digestion with the opportunity 
to test foods to see which nutrients they contain, 
Light where students can use ray boxes to look 
at the pathway that light takes and The Periodic 
Table where different elements are explored.

The posters below about useful plants were 
produced as part of the Plant reproduction topic. 
One student even brought in an aloe vera plant as 
his homework and gave it to Mrs Abrey to keep in 
her lab. 

Year 8 have also been  
investigating air resistance with  
parachutes of different sizes.
Year 8 Climate detectives

As part of their Energy transfers 
topic the students in 8N2 took 
part in the Climate Detective 
challenge UK organised by the 
UK Space agency.  Students 
had to answer questions about 
various aspects of climate 
change and how the problems 
caused could be solved.  They 
were successful and awarded a 
certificate for their hard work. 
Thank you to Mrs Ceschini for 
organising this.

The SJHN detectives
The theme for this year’s Science 
week was ‘Growth’.  Classes took part 
in some activities related to this topic 
and some classes produced posters 
that will be judged and entered for 
the British Science week poster 
competition.  The posters below are 
from Year 8. 

There were also activities about 
medicine development and a tinfoil 
boat building challenge. The winning 
boat, which was able to carry more 
than 10 50g masses, is pictured below.  
Congratulations to Ella, Isabella F, 
Kimberly and Niamh for their superb 
tinfoil engineering skills. 

The secondary activity pack can still be downloaded here 
with activities that can be done at home under adult 
supervision. 

https://www.britishscienceweek.org/plan-your-activities/
activity-packs/

https://www.britishscienceweek.org/plan-your-activities/activity-packs/
https://www.britishscienceweek.org/plan-your-activities/activity-packs/


YEAR 9
Students in Year 9 have covered topics in Biology, Chemistry and Physics.  Topics are being rotated 
to allow for equal access to practical equipment.  So far they have covered Cells and Microscopy 
and learnt how to calculate magnification in Biology. In Chemistry they have learnt about Atomic 
structure and the Periodic Table including properties of key groups.  Year 9 Physics focusses on 
Forces and students have learnt about scalars and vectors as well as acceleration, velocity and 
momentum. 

YEAR 10
Year 10 have settled well into KS4 and have their mock exams coning up soon. The mock period 
runs from 25th April for two weeks. Students will have three Science exams with Combined Science 
exams bring 1h 15 min each and Triple Science exams 1h 45 in each.  Students will be told the topics 
that will be covered in the exam.  Students can find knowledge organisers, revision mats and key 
word glossaries in the Science Year 10 folder on Teams.  Some useful revision sites are also listed 
below. Students should make sure that they are using resources for the correct exam board (AQA) 
and the correct specification (Trilogy Combined Science or Biology, Chemistry and Physics).

BBC Bitesize   https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z98jmp3

Physics and Maths tutor  https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/

Seneca learning   https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/

There are several revision guides available for the AQA Science courses. We have copies of the CGP 
revision guides that are available to purchase from the Science department. Students should ask 
their teachers about this. 

YEAR 11 
Year 11 are finishing the content for the GCSE courses and will be using any remaining lesson time 
to revise.  They have been made aware of the advance information that has been published by the 
exam board (AQA) and they should be using this to guide their revision at home. The information 
for all the AQA GCSE Science courses can be found on the school website and also in the links 
below:

AQA Trilogy Combined Science https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/content/summer-2022/AQA-8464-
AI-22.PDF

AQA GCSE Biology https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/content/summer-2022/AQA-8461-AI-22.PDF

AQA GCSE Chemistry https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/content/summer-2022/AQA-8462-AI-22.PDF

AQA GCSE Physics https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/content/summer-2022/AQA-8463-AI-22.PDF

Students can find past papers on the AQA website and there are also revision materials available 
on the Year 11 Science Team on Microsoft Teams.  Students should ask their Science teachers if they 
need any advice about where to find suitable revision materials.

Mr Sansom has provided the following 
that may be useful for revision.

From Twitter @PEgeekscorner

He has also provided this link to a study 
guide he prepared and shared with 
parents and students earlier in the year. 

https://sway.office.com/
rprSRZ81H1MNBZD6?ref=Link

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z98jmp3
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/content/summer-2022/AQA-8464-AI-22.PDF
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/content/summer-2022/AQA-8464-AI-22.PDF
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/content/summer-2022/AQA-8461-AI-22.PDF
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/content/summer-2022/AQA-8462-AI-22.PDF
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/content/summer-2022/AQA-8463-AI-22.PDF
https://twitter.com/PEgeekscorner
https://sway.office.com/rprSRZ81H1MNBZD6?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/rprSRZ81H1MNBZD6?ref=Link


YEAR 12 
Biology

Students have covered the first four topics 
of the Edexcel Biology B course and carried 
out practicals including calculating rates of 
enzyme-controlled reactions and dissection of 
locusts to view the respiratory system.  Students 
will be taking part in a field trip to Suffolk in 
September 2022 to complete some field work to 
complement their studies of Ecology. 

Chemistry

Year 12 Chemists have covered a variety of 
topics so far this year.  They have learnt about 
elements in nature, the atmosphere and in the 
human body.  They have carried out practicals 
on combustion of alcohols and learnt about 
what medicines contain. 

Physics

British Physics Olympiad

Nine Year 12 Physics students took part in the 
Senior Physics challenge.  The Senior Physics 
Challenge is an exciting opportunity for students 
to stretch their problem solving skills and 
apply fundamental physical principles to novel 
situations. The AS Challenge is a single, one-
hour paper that provides an excellent tool to 
assess and challenge students’ ability to work 
at a high level in Key Stage 5 and beyond. 
All students who took part were awarded 
commendations.  Congratulations to Sam 
Newman-Sanders and Filip Pajor who were 
awarded Bronze certificates. 

This year a team of six Year Twelve 
Physics students are working on 
a project for Hertfordshire County 
Council. The project is to develop a 

machine learning based computer model to predict outcomes 
and therefore make recommendations to the council on 
how they can meet their ‘Net Zero’ carbon emission goal. 
The project is mentored by two professional data scientists 
who collaborate with the team to meet this goal. After 
having collected and processed data on all types of carbon 
emissions from the county, the team are now designing the 
model. The project will be presented to a team of expert 
judges in early May. The project also involves on-line seminars 
and a residential workshop, which this year was hosted by the 
Department of Engineering at the University of Cambridge 
– a great opportunity for the team to experience university 
life! Thanks to Mr Mansfield for overseeing the project and 
accompanying the group on their trip.

BTEC Applied Science

Students in BTEC Science took their first 
exams in January and will have received their 
results on 24th March.  They are now working 
on assignments for Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics which will also contribute to their final 
grade. For one of the Biology assignments 
the students carry out chromatography on 
plant extracts and amino acids and analyse 
their results. They also have to evaluate their 
practical skills. The images below show some 
of the results from their experiments. YEAR 13

Year 13 are also in the process of completing the course content and their required practical work.  
Advance information for A level Science courses can be found on the school website. Students 
should be aware of where they can find revision materials and past papers that are appropriate 
for the course they are studying. Year 13 BTEC Applied Science students are completing their final 
assignments.

Year 13 students may also find the revision techniques highlighted in the Year 11 section useful and 
some of the information in the study guide may also be appropriate. 

https://sway.office.com/rprSRZ81H1MNBZD6?ref=Linkechnqiques

We wish all students in Years 11 and 13 good luck with their exams.  

Former students

It is always good to hear from former Science students and Mr 
O’Connell and the Biology department were delighted to receive 
news of Tom Cascarino who is fulfilling his ambition of becoming a 
pilot.  Tom left school in 2019 after studying A level Biology. COVID 
delayed his plans but he is now putting his Biology to good use in 
his aviation physiology module.  

‘Now more than ever I am thankful for the experiences I had at 
JHN and for everything you taught me. I as well as many others 
had a great time being taught by you both and look back very 
fondly on my time at JHN. I hope you have a great year as a 
department and maybe one day I’ll be flying you all on a field trip 
to somewhere more exotic than Suffolk :)’ 

It was also great to see that Clara Scholes has been awarded a 
prestigious Mayo Clinic internship in Florida  Clara studied A level 
Biology and Chemistry at JHN and went on to the University of 
Manchester to study Neuroscience with Industrial/Professional 
Experience. 

Tom and Clara will be included in the Science Hall of Fame to show 
current students where their Science studies can take them. If you 
know any former JHN Science students please encourage them to 
keep us up to date and they can also be included in the Hall of Fame. 

We look forward to carrying out more exciting experiments in the rest 
of the academic year and we hope to be able to run more enrichment 
activities next year. 

Mrs Abrey and the Science department

https://sway.office.com/rprSRZ81H1MNBZD6?ref=Linkechnqiques


Year 8 Netball 

Last night the year 8 team played in the district netball 
tournament and went undefeated all evening. The team 
played some amazing netball and only conceded 5 goals 
in the whole tournament. They were then crowned district 
champions, what a great achievement at the end of the 
netball season. Miss Drackford is very proud of your 
performance well done. 

Indoor athletics

On Tuesday, six year 7 girls attended 
the County Schools sports hall athletics 
championships at Wodson park in Ware 
and came 2nd out of 11 schools! This is 
a fantastic achievement- one which we 
have never achieved before!

Football 

On Tuesday night, the year 8 B-team had their 
second friendly of the season against The Knights 
Templar School. The first half was really positive 
as we won it by 3 goals. It was great to see several 
players that had never played before get involved 
and bringing great energy to the team. They 
showed great confidence in the second half despite 
letting their lead slip. The game finished 5-5 with 
the goal scorers being Chigoziri Omumuawuike 
(x3), Aidan O’Connell and Finley Tye. Players’ 
player goes to 
Trystan Acebuque 
with a fine 
performance.

WEEKLY SPORTS NEWS 

Hockey

Last Thursday, the annual 
district year 10 hockey 
tournament took place at 
Blueharts Hockey Club. 
Thirteen girls took part 
including 3 year 9s. JHN 
performed very well in all 
games, finishing with 1 win 
and 2 losses. JHN beat The 
Knights Templar School 1-0 in 
their opening game,  Emily Sale 
scoring. Both defeats, against 
Hitchin Girls’ School and St. 
Francis College, came with 
a 2-0 scoreline. All the girls 
should be really pleased with 
their performances. Notable 
performances - Isabelle 
Spreckley who displayed 
great resilience in midfield and 
Favour Oyelaja who stepped 
up to play in goal and made 
some terrific saves.

On Tuesday, the annual district 
year 9 hockey tournament took 
place at Blueharts Hockey Club. 
Eleven girls took part against 
Hitchin Girls’ School and St. 
Francis College. For a lot of 
the girls this was their first 
flavour of 11 a side hockey so 
they were looking forward to 
the occasion. In their opening 
game they lost 2-0 to a strong 
Hitchin Girls’ School side and 
in their second game they 
narrowly lost to St. Francis 
College which was a game that 
could have gone either way. 
Notable performances came 
from Ellen Bray and Niamh 
Pykerman who did not stop 
running in midfield. Also, for 
her first time playing in goal, 
Aoife Kilmurray made some 
fantastic saves. The girls should 
be extremely proud of how 
they performed. 



What are ‘county 
lines’ and 
Child Criminal 
Exploitation?
County lines is a term used to 
describe gangs and organised 
criminal networks who bring drugs 
into an area and sell them using 
dedicated mobile phone lines. The 
perpetrators are likely to exploit 
children and vulnerable adults to 
move and store drugs and money 
and they will often use coercion, 
intimidation, violence and weapons. 

Children as young as 12 years old 
can be exploited or used by gangs 
to courier drugs in and out of their 
local area; 15-16 years is the most 
common age range. Both males and 
females are at risk of being exploited. 
Social media is often used to make 
initial contact with children and 
young people. 

Criminal exploitation can be broader 
than just county lines and can 
include children forced to commit 
theft or take part in sexual activity. 
The victim may have been criminally 
exploited even if they appear to be 
taking part consensually.

Safer Schools 
Newsletter March 2022 

Possession of drugs
You may be charged with possessing an illegal substance if 
you’re caught with drugs, whether they’re yours or not.

If you’re under 18, the police are allowed to tell your parent, 
guardian or carer that you’ve been caught with drugs.

Cannabis
Police can issue a warning or an on-the-spot fine of £90 if 
you’re found with cannabis.

Khat
Police can issue a warning or an on-the-spot fine of £60 
on the first 2 times that you’re found with khat. If you’re 
found with khat more than twice, you could get a maximum 
penalty of up to 2 years in prison, an unlimited fine, or both.

Talk to FRANK has help, information and advice about drugs.

Hertfordshire is a very safe place. Overall, 
crime in our area is down from last year.

Welcome to our newsletter from the Herts Police 
Gangs & Schools Team. We are a dedicated team that 
work with local Officers and partners to prevent youth 
related crime. We conduct a range of prevention and 
engagement work to raise awareness of knife crime, 
gang & criminal exploitation to keep you safe.

For more information about the work 
that we do go to @HertsCYP



If you need to contact 
the Police please call 
us on 101 or 999 in an 
emergency. You 
can also speak to 
us online and find 
more info at www.
herts.police.uk.

Young people can report 
crime 100% anonymously 
at www.fearless.org

Book your child's place at:
sportinherts.org.uk/booking

All camps
are free!Get your HAPpy Booking Code

from your child's school now, to
access all this and more!

From 4    to 14   April, school aged
children eligible for benefits
related free school meals, can
enjoy free food, free sports and
free craft activities!

HAPpy Camps are back!
this Easter, all over Hertfordshire!

Bookings open on

Monday 14   March

thth

th



Scan QR code  
to buy tickets

or go to https://www.jhn.
herts.sch.uk/410/jhna-
lottery-school-fund
and click on the ticket 
button to purchase

per ticket

Raising money to support  
the people in Ukraine

UKRAINE RAFFLE

1£
THE SAINT JOHN HENRY NEWMAN 
CATHOLIC SCHOOL

https://www.dec.org.uk/appeal/ukraine-humanitarian-appeal

First prize::: £200 cash
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NOTICES

THIS WEEKS DATES FOR PARENTS MOCK RESULTS DAY -  
YEAR 11

Monday 28 March All Day GCSE PE Moderation

Tuesday 29 March All Day

World Autism Awareness Day

Year 11 GCSE Dance filming 

Robot Rumble Qualifying Event 

H&S trip to Future Hero’s Expo

Wednesday 30 March 6pm GCSE Dance Performance

Thursday 31 March
2.35pm

Lent Services
Full Student Parliament Photograph

Friday 1 April
12.25

Lent Services

End of Term for all students

Creativity project summer term 2022: Stevenage and  
The Saint John Henry Newman Community 

Next half term, creativity students in years 7 and 8 will be 
working on an exciting project linked to the #evenbetter 
regeneration project currently underway in Stevenage. Year 7 
will be looking at the idea of ‘pioneers’ and exploring the lives of 
the first people to move to Stevenage New Town in the 1950s. 
Year 8 will be investigating what it’s like to live and work in 
Stevenage today and how the regeneration project will affect 
their own lives and futures in Stevenage. To this end, we would 
love to hear your stories about Stevenage and what the town 
means to you and your families today. Do you have relatives who 
moved here seventy years ago who told you stories about the 
New Town? Are you the first generation in your family to live in 
Stevenage? Whatever your connection to the town, please get in 
touch by filling out the form here. Students will use the collated 
information to produce creative responses that we will share with 
the school community. Thank you in advance for your support of 
our students’ work.

mailto:admin@Jhn.herts.sch.uk
www.jhn.herts.sch.uk
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=HdBXoIwW9kGDT6myBtC__xQ3XC9e12FCnrrRoUV5j6ZUNlY4VzgzOERGSzI3SzI3N1FEMjE5Vk9CWC4u

