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FRIDAY 14th JANUARY 2022

Dear 
Parents and Guardians, 

OUR
PUPILS
SHINE

It has been wonderful to have our school full 
once more and to see the enthusiasm and 
excitement of children returning to their school. 
While it is true to say that school life is not as 
“normal” as we would like it to be, there is still 
a great sense of community and support from 
all. You may have seen reports in the press 
concerning the high numbers of staff and 
student absences from schools nationally, and 
may be wondering how we are currently coping.

We have been very fortunate to date, with staff 
absence lower than normal for this time of year, 
and the number of positive cases amongst our 
students is at the bottom end of the range that 
we have experienced since September. I am 
very aware that this could change at any time 
and we have the appropriate plans in place, 
should they be required. I thank you all for your 
ongoing support and ask that you keep our 
school community in your prayers.

The new build is progressing on time and the 
roof and floors have been installed. Very soon 
we should start to see the outer skin in place 
and the building made waterproof. I met with 
our finance team this week to organise the 
order of new equipment for the building,  
which will be financed by school funds. My 
thanks to everyone who is a part of this 
essential element of school finances.   

We are still expecting to move into the new 
building for September 2022 and some of the 
buildings at the front of the school, like the 
history classroom, will be gone by the summer. 
It is all very exciting and much needed. 

Have a lovely weekend.

God bless,  

Mr Mathew

Prayer

O my God,
trusting in your promises
and because you are faithful,
powerful and merciful,
I hope, through the merits of Jesus Christ,
for the pardon of my sins,
final perseverance
and the blessed glory of heaven.
Amen
Saint John Henry Newman, pray for us



Year 8 

Year 8 had a good first term as we completed 
our Ecosystems unit. By the end of the unit, 
students had to design a plant or animal that 
would survive in the rainforest and explain the 
adaptations, as well as evaluating the impact 
humans have on the tropical rainforest. Students 
worked hard on this and came up with a range 
of creative adaptation ideas. They always 
manage to come up with something new every 
year! 

We have just begun their new unit of work, 
Tectonics! This is an exciting topic, investigating 
volcanoes and earthquakes. Pupils will look at 
how the earth is split into tectonic plates, why 
people choose to live near volcanic areas and 
also how to make a building earthquake proof. 

Later on in the year we will look at development, 
through our unit Factfulness, linked to the book 
written by Hans Rosling. This is a powerful unit 
that will challenge how students currently view 
the world and get them to ask some questions 
about the world around them. 

Year 9

Having Year 9 return to a Key Stage 3 
curriculum has been exciting as we have 
created a new learning programme for the 
students which allows them to cover a wide 
range of geographical topics and develop 
important Geographical skills. 

During the first term, we covered the 
Geography of Conflict and looked at a range 
of causes of conflict and examples and how 
this impacts the development and the wider 
world. This unit has allowed the students to ask 
some good geographical questions and develop 
a range of geographical skills through the 
interpretation of different maps and identifying 
patterns and anomalies with reasons behind 
these. 

Our new unit is ‘What Shapes out Planet?’ 
and will have a focus on physical geography 
looking at the different processes that have, 
and continue to, shape our world with a focus 
on coasts, rivers and glaciation. Understanding 
what shapes our planet is an important topic in 
Geography as it links into so many other units 
of work. This unit will also link in well to the 
Landscapes of the UK unit at GCSE. 

GEOGRAPHY

We’ve had an excellent start to the year in the Geographer department! All year groups are 
working extremely hard and continuously asking questions about the world around them to 
further their learning! Below are just some examples of the excellent work that has already been 
completed and that will be coming up over the remainder of the year for each Key Stage. 

Also attached is a suggested reading list for Geography. There is also a display in the foyer of the 
Geography department with further suggestions. 

KEY STAGE 3
Year 7 have had a good start to Geography at JHN! They have spent time learning new map skills, 
a very important unit where the skills learnt will be regularly used throughout their time at JHN. 
They have also spent time understanding the human and physical features of the British Isles and 
spent time getting to know where they live. 

We are beginning our Weather unit this term which will allow for some onsite fieldwork looking at 
whether the JHN School has a microclimate. It will be a great opportunity to take the theory learnt 
in the classroom and put it into context outside. We will then be moving onto our Climate Change 
unit, a very important unit that links into current affairs and many other areas of Geography. 



KEY STAGE 4
Year 10

The Year 10 Geographers have just started 
their third unit of the GCSE, Landscapes 
of the UK. Within this unit, they will be 
studying both river and coastal landforms 
and investigating the impact that humans 
may have on these landscapes through 
their case study of the River Wye and 
the North Norfolk Coastline. This unit is 
an excellent introduction to the fieldwork 
the Geographers will carry out in North 
Norfolk early in Year 11. Letters and further 
information for this field trip will come 
out later this year. The work we complete 
in North Norfolk contributes to their 
fieldwork and geographical skills exam 
which is worth 40% of their final grade 
when taken in the summer of Year 11. 

All Year 10 Geographers were sent a 
ParentMail in the Autumn Term about 
purchasing revision guides. We will be 
putting in another order for revision 
guides later this half term and information 
will be sent out with details of where to 
pay if your child would now like a revision 
guide. It is course specific and covers 
all the content the students will cover 
with exam practice questions and mark 
schemes. We would highly recommend 
this useful revision tool to support 
students. 

Field trips were back for 
Year 11 in September! We 
were able to take the 
Geographers to North 
Norfolk to investigate the 
impact of geomorphic 
processes along the 
Sheringham coastline and 
the impact humans are 
having in Cromer. When 
we returned to school 
we spent time in class 
looking at a range of data 
presentation techniques 
and spending time analysing and evaluating our 
results. We will revisit this work later in the year 
when we start preparing students for Paper 3 of 
their exams; Geographical Skills. 

The Geography Department were very impressed 
with Year 11 and they worked extremely hard to 
collect the data and bring the theory they had 
learnt in the classroom and use it in the field. 

The Year 11 Geographers are currently completing 
the People of the Planet unit which investigates 
levels of development between different countries 
and the reasons for this. This unit brings in lots of 
different Geographical skills that they have learnt 
throughout the whole of the specification so gives 
them plenty of opportunity to recap previous 
learning and use it within this unit. 

All Year 11s have had the opportunity to purchase 
a course specific revision guide. If they still 
haven’t got one, we do have some in stock and 
they can speak to their Geography teacher about 
purchasing one in school. They cost £7.25. 

Year 11

Year 12

The new Year 12 Geographers have had an 
excellent start to A Level and have been 
approaching their studies with enthusiasm and 
asking good, geographical questions. We have 
been extremely impressed and are looking 
forward to the field trip in the summer with 
the group. 

The units they are currently studying 
are; Tectonic Landscapes with Ms Forde, 
Globalisation with Mr Ironmonger and 
Regenerating Places with Miss Routledge. 

Letters for the Wales Trip went out last 
term via Edutrips and payments being made 
via Parentpay. If you have any questions 
about this, please do get in touch with the 
department. This will be a great opportunity 
for the Geographers to bring what they have 
been learning about in the classroom to life 
and is also an excellent introduction to the 
Glaciation unit. 

To allow students to develop further as 
Geographers, they need to be dedicating time 
during their studies to read around the subject 
and the units they are covering. The reading 
list is attached and there are some books 
which are available for the students to borrow 
– they have already been lent one – Prisoners 
of Geography which they should have begun 
reading. 

Year 13

Year 13 have been working hard on their 
NEA (Non – Examined Assessment). They 
had to take a slightly different approach to 
this coursework as we were unable to go 
on the trip to Wales and they have risen to 
the challenge. The final deadline for this, as 
mentioned in a ParentMail last term, is the 
22nd February 2022. The students must 
submit a printed copy of their NEA, not an 
electronic copy. 

The students are working hard on their current 
units and must continue to read around the 
subject and make links between their topics 
in preparation for their final exams in the 
summer, including Paper 3, the synoptic paper 
that looks at links between different units they 
have studied. 

All of our Geographers, across all year groups, 
should be aware of what is going on around 
them in the world and trying to make links 
between current events and their Geography 
lessons. We would encourage all to keep 
an eye on news headlines either through 
television or news apps. 

On our Geography Twitter page, @GeogJHN, 
we regularly share documentaries that would 
be worth watching to further develop pupil 
and students studies in Geography. 

KEY STAGE 5



J Payne - Geography Department, Okehampton College                Synopsis adapted from www.waterstones.com 

Geography Reading List 
1 Prisoners of Geography  

Tim Marshall 
Splitting the world into 10 distinct regions 
suggests our key political driver continues 
to be our physical geography. It includes 
why China and India will never fall into 
conflict. One of the best books about 
geopolitics you could imagine! 

8 Worth Dying For 
Tim Marshall 
The histories, the power and the politics of 
the symbols that unite and divide us. We 
wave them and burn them and still, in the 21st 
century, we die for them. We need to 
understand the symbols that people are 
rallying around.  

2 Factfulness 
Hans Rosling 
A radical new explanation of why we 
systematically get the answers to questions 
about development, revealing ten instincts 
that distort our perspective. Sweeps aside 
our worst instincts and makes the world a 
sunnier place. 

9 Adventures in the Anthropocene 
Gaia Vince 
Our planet is said to be crossing into the Age 
of Humans. This book sees what life is really 
like for people on the frontline of the planet 
we’ve made, from artificial glaciers to 
electrified reefs. 

 

3 The Almighty Dollar 
Dharshini David 
Follows $1 from a shopping trip in Texas, 
via China’s central bank, Nigerian 
railroads, the oilfields of Iraq and beyond 
to reveal the complex relationships of our 
new globalised world.  

 

10 10 Billion  
Stephen Emmott 
It’s about our failure: failure as individuals, 
the failure of business and the failure of our 
politicians. It is about an unprecedented 
planetary emergency. It’s about the future 
of us.  

 

4 Connectography 
Parag Khanna 
A guide through the emerging global 
network civilisation in which megacities 
complete over connectivity and borders 
are increasingly irrelevant. Shows how a 
new foundation of connectivity is pulling 
together a world that appears to be 
falling apart. 

11 The Bottom Billion 
Paul Collier 
Explains four traps that prevent the 
homelands of the world’s billion poorest 
people from growing and receiving the 
benefits of globalisation - civil war, natural 
resources, being landlocks and ineffective 
governance.  

5 Divided 
Tim Marshall 
There are many reasons why we erect 
walls, because we are divided in many 
ways: wealth, race, religion, politics. 
Understanding what has divided us, past 
and present, is essential to understanding 
much of what’s going on in the world 
today.  

12 10 Billion  
Danny Dorling 
Explores how we got to 10 billion and the 
key issues that we face in the coming 
decades including how to deal with scarcity 
of resources and how our cities will grow 
and how we should prepare for population 
decline.  
 

6 Off the Map 
Alastair Bonnett 
From forgotten enclaves to floating 
islands, from hidden villages to New York 
gutter spaces, this book charts the hidden 
corners of our planet. Topophilia, the love 
of place, is a fundamental part of what it 
is to be human.  

13 Peoplequake 
Fred Pearce 
The population bomb is being defused. Half 
the world’s women are having two children 
or fewer and within a generation, the 
world’s population will be falling, and we will 
all be getting very old. This book confronts 
our demographic demons.  

7 The Silk Roads 
Peter Frankopan 
Our understanding of the world is shaped 
by the narrow focus on western Europe 
and the US. An antidote to Eurocentric 
accounts of the world, examining several 
continents and centuries and the factors 
that influenced the flow of goods and 
ideas. 

14 This is the Way the World Ends 
Jeff Nesbit 
Our world is in trouble - right now. This book 
tells the real stories of the substantial impacts 
to Earth’s systems unfolding across each 
continent from longer droughts in the Middle 
East to the monsoon season shrinking in 
India. A blueprint for real-time, workable 
solutions we can tackle together. 

 



YEAR 
GROUP HOUSE NEWMAN 

POINTS SANCTIONS TOTAL

7 BD 3743 54 3689

7 JBA 3530 58 3472

7 JP 1925 192 1733

7 KTA 3111 102 3009

7 LR 1596 151 1445

7 MP 2876 129 2747

7 MW 2217 74 2143

7 OR 3158 240 2918

8 BD 1838 222 1616

8 JBA 1601 146 1455

8 JP 2205 104 2101

8 KTA 2440 67 2373

8 LR 2010 201 1809

8 MP 2127 102 2025

8 MW 1539 118 1421

8 OR 1777 76 1701

9 BD 2340 72 2268

9 JBA 2277 113 2164

9 JP 1360 221 1139

9 KTA 1594 155 1439

9 LR 2727 194 2533

9 MP 1366 166 1200

9 MW 2070 111 1959

9 OR 1538 136 1402

10 BD 956 195 761

10 JBA 982 158 824

10 JP 1226 264 962

10 KTA 1184 127 1057

10 LR 1533 142 1391

10 MP 1423 168 1255

10 MW 1211 216 995

10 OR 1013 122 891

YEAR 
GROUP HOUSE NEWMAN 

POINTS SANCTIONS TOTAL

11 BD 1445 185 1260

11 JBA 1039 158 881

11 JP 1120 185 935

11 KTA 695 172 523

11 LR 1067 176 891

11 MP 766 191 575

11 MW 1062 240 822

11 OR 557 120 437

12 BD 33 4 29

12 JBA 181 3 178

12 JP 316 4 312

12 KTA 537 2 535

12 LR 367 1 366

12 MP 285 4 281

12 MW 418 0 418

12 OR 444 23 421

13 BD 304 1 303

13 JBA 332 0 332

13 JP 368 4 364

13 KTA 397 5 392

13 LR 175 0 175

13 MP 699 0 699

13 MW 159 2 157

13 OR 226 2 224

SAINT Newman Points 
From Sept-Dec

In house 
Competitions 

(+)

Sanctions 
Received (-)

Final Newman 
Points as of Dec 21

St Josephine 
Bakhita 9942 1950 636 11256 1ST

St Brigid 10659 1075 733 11001 2ND

St Kateri 
Takakwitha 9958 1050 630 10378 3RD

St Martin de Porres 9542 1525 760 10307 4TH

St Lorenzo Ruiz of 
Manila 9475 975 865 9585 5TH

St Margaret Ward 8676 1025 761 8940 6TH

St Oscar Romero 8713 900 719 8894 7TH

St John Paul II 8520 925 974 8471 8TH

SAINTS CUP



Football

On Tuesday, the year 9 boys football team 
played against Marriot’s School in their first 
match back after the Christmas break. The boys 
were all very excited to get back playing under 
the floodlights. It was fair to say Marriot’s had the 
better first half. They took the lead after an error 
at the back which led the Marriot’s forward to 
shoot under little pressure and find the bottom 
corner. After some half time analysis, the team 
knew what needed to be done to get more 
success when going forward. JHN started the 
second half really well, however, it was Marriot’s 
who doubled their lead early on after a long kick 
forward by the keeper was headed in. Despite 
JHN then hitting the post and missing a penalty 
in the last 15 minutes, the score finished at 2-0. 
Unfortunately, luck was not our side to get back 
into the game.

Cross country

Calling all cross-country runners - any pupil 
who would like to participate in the County 
Schools Cross country championships on 
Saturday Feb 5th please see Mrs Tembey In the 
dance studio on Monday 17th January. This is 
to ensure I can enter you into this event. Please 
do not hesitate to contact me if you have any 
questions on this.

WEEKLY SPORTS NEWS 

Swimming

Calling all swimmers!!! The Stevenage 
and North Herts District swimming gala 
will take place on Thursday 27th January 
2022 at Hitchin swimming pool. If you 
would like to be considered for the team 
you MUST attend a brief meeting during 
your break time on Weds 19th January 
in the dance studio. Alternatively, please 
email Mrs Tembey before this time so 
that she can write your name down.  
Please let her know your 2 preferred 
strokes.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR

All extra-curricular clubs will start next 
week from Monday 17th January onwards.

Netball  
Monday  Year 7-9 

Boys’ football 
Monday  Year 7 & 8 
Wednesday  Year 9 & 10

Girls’ football 
Wednesday   Year 7-10

Basketball 
Thursday  Week 1 Year 9 & 10  
  Week 2     Year 7 & 8 

Dance Club 
Thursday  Week 1:  Year 7 
3:15pm- 4pm Week 2:  Year 8 
  



The Children’s Commissioner, Dame Rachel De 
Souza, has produced a guide for parents on 
talking to your child about sexual harassment.  
In her foreword she says, “Since March 2020, 
thousands of young women have been sharing 
their experiences of sexual harassment through 
the ‘Everyone’s Invited’ project.  This is an 
online platform where girls - who are still mostly 
in school - have described growing up in a 
world where harassment, including sexualised 
comments, slut-shaming and the sharing of 
nude pictures, is part of their everyday lives.  
This harmful behaviour happens online and 
offline.  I’ve seen this first-hand during my time 
as a headteacher and I know how stressful 
and damaging it can be for children, especially 
girls.  Of course, boys can experience sexualised 
bullying too, and when they do it’s often in the 
form of homophobic abuse, or through pressure 
to be more ‘masculine’.”

Ms De Souza has gone on to speak about a 
survey in which children, especially girls, talked 
about their experiences and called for more 
support; most children want that support to 
come from their parents or carers.  This can 
be hard for parents and carers - they may feel 
uncomfortable - not just with the subject matter 
but also the technology.  This is what has led to 
the guide being written for parents.  

A group of young people were brought 
together and asked what they think parents/
carers should know, and what parents/carers 
should (and shouldn’t) say to their children.  The 
guidance is based on their voices, as well as 
expertise from leading organisations working in 
this area.  

The overriding message is talk early, talk often.  
Children have told the Children’s Commissioner 
that they want their parents/carers to create 
a safe, judgement-free space for them to talk 
about these issues, and it’s better to start that 
before you hit a problem.

This guide will help you, and can be found here:  
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/
wp-content/uploads/2021/12/cco_talking_to_
your_child_about_online_sexual_harassment_a-
guide_for_parents_dec_2021.pdf

SAFEGUARDING

TALKING TO YOUR CHILD ABOUT ONLINE SEXUAL HARASSMENT - 
YEARS 7 TO 13

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/cco_talking_to_your_child_about_online_sexual_harassment_a-guide_for_parents_dec_2021.pdf
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/cco_talking_to_your_child_about_online_sexual_harassment_a-guide_for_parents_dec_2021.pdf
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/cco_talking_to_your_child_about_online_sexual_harassment_a-guide_for_parents_dec_2021.pdf
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/cco_talking_to_your_child_about_online_sexual_harassment_a-guide_for_parents_dec_2021.pdf


HPFT IAPT Services  
Mental Health and Wellbeing support for Parents   
 

Find out more and register on our website: 
www.hpft-iapt.nhs.uk  

HPFT IAPT Services have a programme of free NHS expert-led webinars to support the  
emotional wellbeing of parents. We know parenting isn’t always easy. Although it’s often amazing 
and rewarding to watch your children grow up, and to help them learn to be independent, it can also 
be really hard work. It’s important to take time out to care for your own mental health. 

Webinars  
Our webinar programme provides you with the space to learn tools and techniques to make positive 
change in your life. Simply visit our website and choose a webinar topic from our extensive library 
with a variety of dates and times available to book.   

How to sleep better 
Sleep is increasingly recognised as a vital element of our 
wellbeing, and poor sleep can adversely affect all aspects of 
day to day functioning. This webinar provides an introduction 
to the topic of sleep difficulties including the practical things 
we can do to improve our sleep. Upcoming dates: 21st 
Jan, 16th Feb and 18th Mar 2022 

How to cope with stress  
Stress is not something which just happens to us. Stressful events may be beyond our control but 
the response we choose is not, using tools and techniques may help to limit our experience of 
stress. This webinar provides an introduction to the topic of stress including why it occurs and tips 
on how to manage stress levels. Upcoming dates: 9th Feb, 18th Feb, 8th Mar 2022 

Relaxation skills 
Stress and anxiety are common features of life, keeping us 
all in an exhausting state of tension. An effective way to 
reduce this tension is through relaxation. This webinar 
provides an introduction to the topic of relaxation including 
practical exercises, guided by the facilitator. Upcoming 
dates: 28th Jan, 21st Feb, 15th Mar 2022  



GCSE INTERVENTION SESSIONS
(unless stated)

THE SAINT JOHN HENRY NEWMAN CATHOLIC SCHOOL

3:10PM

3:10PM

3:10PM

3:10PM

ENGLISH MY 
TUTOR 
SESSIONS 

ROOM 23 

3:10PMMUSIC 
(by arrangement 
with Music 
teacher) 

MUSIC 
(by arrangement 
with Music 
teacher) 

MUSIC LAB 1

MUSIC LAB 1

3:10PM

HISTORY
ROOM 72 & 73  

RE
ROOM 59

ART & 
GRAPHICS ART BLOCK

3:10PMDRAMA
DRAMA STUDIO

THURSDAYMONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

MATHS 
(foundation 
drop in) 

3:10PM

ROOM 6

GEOGRAPHY 3:10PM

ROOM 26

COMPUTER 
SCIENCE 

3:10PM

ROOM 25
BUSINESS 3:10PM

ROOM 22

ROOM 25

IMEDIA 3:10PM

ROOM 23
MATHS MY 
TUTOR 
SESSIONS 

3:10PM

ROOM 5
MATHS & SCIENCE 
FOCUSSED 
REVISION SESSIONS 

3:10PM

DT 3:10PM

3:10PM

ROOM 50

DANCE

Lunchtime

DANCE STUDIO

DANCE
DANCE STUDIO

FRIDAY

DT 2:30PM

ROOM 50

YEAR 13 INTERVENTION SESSIONS
(unless stated)

THE SAINT JOHN HENRY NEWMAN CATHOLIC SCHOOL

WEEK 2

WEEK 1 WEEK 1

WEEK 1

BIOLOGY 3:10PM

3:10PM

3:10PM

3:10PM

3:10PM

3:10PM

ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
& LITERATURE

ROOM 30 
ROOM 37

GEOGRAPHY 
ROOM 26 

HISTORY
ROOM 72 

WEEK 2

POLITICS 
ROOM 72 

YEAR 12 & 13

YEAR 12 & 13

MATHS 
ROOM 6 

PSYCHOLOGY 

THURSDAYMONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

ROOM 57

ART 3:10PM

ROOM 38

PHYSICS 3:10PM

ROOM 5

SOCIOLOGY 2:30-3:30PM

ROOM 12B

COMPUTER 
SCIENCE 

3:10PM

ROOM 25

BUSINESS 3:10PM

ROOM 22

CTEC IT 3:10PM

ROOM 23

PE 3:10PM

PE CLASSROOM

ECONOMICS 2:35-3:35PM

ROOM 12B

BUSINESS 
(Paper 3) 

Lunchtime
ROOM 23

FILM STUDIES Lunchtime
ROOM 25

YEAR 12 & 13

CHEMISTRY 2:30PM

ROOM 46

FRIDAYWEEK 1ROOM 12B

WEEK 2

WEEK 1

WEEK 2

Year 12 & invited Year 13
ROOM 12B

Year 13

Lunchtime 



THE SAINT JOHN HENRY NEWMAN CATHOLIC SCHOOL

Cor Ad Cor Loquitur • Heart Speaks unto Heart

@thejhnschool

Hitchin Road, Stevenage, Hertfordshire SG1 4AE Tel: 01438 314643 email: admin@Jhn.herts.sch.uk www.jhn.herts.sch.uk

NOTICES

THIS WEEKS DATES FOR PARENTS

CTEC & BTEC Exams continue this week

Monday 17th Jan
2.35pm

Year 13 Art Graphics & Textile Mock Exam

VIRTUAL Year 8/10/11/13 Assemblies

Wednesday 19th Jan

2.35pm

3.30pm

3.30pm

VIRTUAL Year 7/9/12 Assemblies

Lower School Detention in Room 6

Upper School Detention in Room 7

Thursday 20th Jan 4.30pm Year 10 Parents Consultation Evening

mailto:admin@Jhn.herts.sch.uk
www.jhn.herts.sch.uk

