
   Curriculum Map 

Subject:   Sociology                                      Year group:  12 

 
 
 

At A Level, students are required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding 

(AO1) of these core themes and integral elements:  (Threshold concepts) 

 •• sociological theories, concepts and evidence 
 •• sociological research methods 
 •• socialisation, culture and identity 
 •• social differentiation, power and stratification 
 

  

 Autumn 1  Autumn 2   Spring 1  Spring 2   Summer 1  Summer 2  

Content  
 

Declarative 
knowledge – 
 
“Know What” 
 

Topic:  
 
Education 
 
Students need to 
know:  
  
•• differential 
educational 
achievement of 
social groups by 
social class, 
gender and 
ethnicity in 
contemporary 
society •• 
relationships and 

Topic:  
 
Education 
 
Students need to 
know:  
 
•• the role and 
functions of the 
education system, 
including its 
relationship to 
the economy and 
to class structure 
•• the 
significance of 
educational 

Topic: 
Sociological 
Methods 
 
Students need to 
know:  
  
•• quantitative 
and qualitative 
methods of 
research; 
research design 
•• sources of 
data, including 
questionnaires, 
interviews, 
participant and 

Topic: 
Families and 
Households  
 
Students need to 
know:  
 
•• gender roles, 
domestic labour 
and power 
relationships 
within the family 
in contemporary 
society •• the 
nature of 
childhood, and 
changes in the 

Topic:  
Families and 
Households 
 
Students need to 
know:  
 
•• changing 
patterns of 
marriage, 
cohabitation, 
separation, 
divorce, 
childbearing and 
the life course, 
including the 
sociology of 

Topic:  
Sociological 
Theory and 
Methods 
Students need 
to know:  
 
•• consensus, 
conflict, 
structural and 
social action 
theories •• the 
concepts of 
modernity and 
post-
modernity in 
relation to 
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processes within 
schools, with 
particular 
reference to 
teacher/pupil 
relationships, 
pupil identities 
and subcultures, 
the hidden 
curriculum, and 
the organisation 
of teaching and 
learning  

policies, including 
policies of 
selection, 
marketisation and 
privatisation, and 
policies to achieve 
greater equality 
of opportunity or 
outcome, for an 
understanding of 
the structure, 
role, impact and 
experience of and 
access to 
education; the 
impact of 
globalisation on 
educational 
policy. 

non-participant 
observation, 
experiments, 
documents and 
official statistics 
•• the distinction 
between primary 
and secondary 
data, and 
between 
quantitative and 
qualitative data 
•• the 
relationship 
between 
positivism, 
interpretivism 
and sociological 
methods; the 
nature of ‘social 
facts’ •• the 
theoretical, 
practical and 
ethical 
considerations 
influencing 
choice of topic, 
choice of 
method(s) and 

status of children 
in the family and 
society •• 
theories of the 
family, the 
functionalist, 
Marxist, feminist 
and personal life 
perspectives on 
the family •• 
demographic 
trends in the 
United Kingdom 
since 1900: birth 
rates, death 
rates, family size, 
life expectancy, 
ageing 
population, and 
migration and 
globalisation. 
  
  

personal life, 
and the diversity 
of contemporary 
family and 
household 
structures 
•• the 
relationship of 
the family to the 
social structure 
and social 
change, with 
particular 
reference to the 
economy and to 
state policies 

sociological 
theory •• the 
nature of 
science and the 
extent to 
which 
Sociology can 
be regarded as 
scientific •• 
the 
relationship 
between 
theory and 
methods •• 
debates about 
subjectivity, 
objectivity and 
value freedom 
•• the 
relationship 
between 
Sociology and 
social policy. 



the conduct of 
research. 

Skills  
 

Procedural 
knowledge – 
“Know How” 
 

Threshold 
concepts  

The AQA specification identifies the key skills needed for success in A Level Sociology:  
  
AO2 Apply sociological theories, concepts, evidence and research methods to a range of issues  
  
AO3 Analyse and evaluate sociological theories, concepts, evidence and research methods in order to: •• present 
arguments •• make judgements •• draw conclusions.  
  
These skills are developed in each of the units of work in Year 12, carefully sequenced to ensure the different skills 
required for different exam questions are addressed. 
 

Autumn 1 
Paper 1 
 
Introduction to 
the AO1, AO2 and 
AO3 skills 
required in A 
Level Sociology. 
 
PEEL/PEEEL 
structure.  
 
How to effectively 
answer 4 and 6 
mark questions.  
 
How to effectively 
answer 10 mark 

Autumn 2 
Paper 1 
 
How to effectively 
answer 30 mark 
evaluate essays 
which require the 
application of an 
item 

Spring 1 
Paper 1 and 3 
 
How to 
effectively 
answer 10 mark 
Outline and 
Explain questions 
and 20 mark 
essays evaluate 
essays, which 
require the 
application of an 
item.  
  
Focus on how to 
use examples of 

Spring 2 
Paper 2  
 
Particular focus 
on 10 mark 
Outline and 
Explain questions 
and 10 mark 
using the item 
analyse 
questions   
Introduction to 
20 mark essays. 

Summer 1 
Paper 2 
 
Particular focus 
on how to 
effectively 
answer 20 mark 
evaluate essays, 
which require 
the application 
of an item. 

Summer 2 
Paper 1 and 3 
 
Particular 
focus on 10 
mark Outline 
and Explain 
questions 
 
Particular 
focus on how 
to effectively 
answer 20 
mark evaluate 
essays which 
require the 
application of 
an item. 



analyse questions 
which require the 
application of an 
item. 
 
 
 

research to 
improve analysis.  
  
Application – 
Methods in 
Context 
question. 

Key Questions   Why do different 
social groups 
achieve 
differently in the 
education system 
considering social 
class, gender and 
ethnicity? 

What is the role 
of the education 
system? Evaluate 
the functionalist, 
neoliberal, New 
Right, and Marxist 
views of 
education. What 
is the purpose of 
education policy?  
 

How do 
sociologists 
research the 
social world? 
What are the 
strengths and 
weaknesses of 
different 
sociological 
research 
methods? What 
are the PET 
considerations 
when choosing a 
research method 
or topic? What 
are the links 
between 
sociological 
theory and 
methods? How 
do sociologists 
use research 

What is family? 
What is the 
purpose of the 
family?  Who has 
power in 
families?  Is 
childhood 
socially 
constructed?  
How do 
functionalists, 
Marxists, 
feminist and 
personal life 
perspectives 
view the family? 
What 
demographic 
change has the 
UK experienced? 

How have 
families 
changed/are 
continuing to 
change? 
How have social 
policies affected 
families? How 
do the different 
sociological 
perspectives 
view families 
and social policy. 

How do we 
explain social 
order? Are we 
in a 
postmodern 
society? Is 
sociology a 
science? 
Should values 
influence 
research? 
What is the 
relationship 
between 
sociology and 
social policy? 
What 
theoretical 
approaches are 
there to 
sociological 
research? 



methods to 
investigate 
particular issues 
in education? 
  
 

Assessment  Autumn 1 
Paper 1 
What is Sociology: 
quick check 
questions 
Education: End of 
each topic quick 
check questions 
 4 and 6 mark 
outline education 
questions 
 

Autumn 2 
Paper 1 
Education: End of 
each topic quick 
check questions 
10 mark using the 
item analyse 
questions 
30 mark using the 
item, evaluate 
questions 

Spring 1 
Paper 1 
Methods and 
Methods in 
Context: 
End of each topic 
quick check 
questions 
10 mark outline 
and explain 
questions 
20 mark 
methods in 
context 
questions. Using 
the item, 
evaluate 
 
 
 

Spring 2 
Paper 2 
Families and 
Households: 
End of each topic 
quick check 
questions 
10 mark outline 
and explain 
questions 
10 mark using the 
item, analyse 
questions 
20 mark using the 
item, evaluate 
questions 

Summer 1 
Paper 2 
Families and 
Households: 
End of each 
topic quick check 
questions 
10 mark outline 
and explain 
questions 
10 mark using 
the item, 
analyse 
questions 
20 mark using 
the item, 
evaluate 
questions 
 

Summer 2 
Beginning Year 
13 curriculum. 
Sociological 
Theory and 
Methods: 
10 mark 
outline and 
explain 
questions 
20 mark using 
the item, 
evaluate 
questions 
 

Formal assessment  Autumn 1 
Paper 1 
 Interim 
test/Mock Short 

 Spring 1 
Paper 1 
Mock exam 
Education 

Spring 2 
Paper 1 AS mock 
exam 
 

 Summer 2 
Paper 2 mock 
exam 
 



knowledge and 
understanding 
questions on 
What is 
Sociology? 4- and 
6-mark exam 
style questions 
(outline) on 
Education 
 

 
4,6,10 and 30-
mark exam 
paper questions 

Education and 
Methods  

Families and 
Households 

Literacy  • Literacy is developed through a range of writing tasks completed throughout the course.  

• Developing tier 3 vocabulary  

• Development of paragraph structure using PEEL and PEEEL 

• Writing effective introductions and conclusions  

• Reading and analysing a range of contemporary articles 
Numeracy  • Analysis of statistics, graphs and tables at different points during the year 

SMSC charter, 
catholic social 
education, careers, 
HERO’s and EDI 
agenda 

SMSC/ Catholic social teaching 

• Students are given numerous opportunities to reflect on matters of human dignity and common good in 
society. 

• Students are encouraged to show love, seek truth and express themselves positively. This is enabled through 
our curriculum and teaching. 

• We cover care for God’s creations – environment, individual wellbeing and societal views. 

• Enable all students to progress towards becoming the person God intended them to be through: enjoying 
memorable, character-enhancing experiences; the chance to make a difference in the world around them.  

• We inspire students to be confident and cultured young adults.  

• We study issues surrounding social justice  as it affects society and encourage students to stand up for what 
they believe it is right  

• Helping students to understand what it happening in the world and why  
 
Heroes 



 

• Hardworking – understanding how to progress from Bronze to Silver/ Gold student using VESPA and the use of 
super curriculum. Encourage students to read and subscribe to The Sociology Review magazine 

• Empathetic - Reflection on viewpoints and appreciation of others’ opinions. 

• Empathetic - Opportunities to work in different groups and pairings.  

• Resourceful – supportive environment to encourage student to ask questions/ creative solutions to problems. 
They are encouraged to take risks.  

• Resourceful – students are encouraged to apply their knowledge to the wider world – using news articles and 
any wider reading and research. 

• Organised – they are asked to keep folders/ independent notes for the topics. Deadlines given to help them 
priority/plan and structure work.  
 

EDI 

• Issues of discrimination and inequality are debated and tackled.  

• Focus on key individuals who have championed the cause in equality and made significant contributions in 
their field of work.  

• Globalisation, its influence on cultural development and resulting inequalities ie. Poverty trap 
 
Careers 

• Highlighting careers opportunities 

• Promotion of transferable skills 

• Encourage students to seek appropriate work experience 

• Supporting students with their pathways to progress onto their careers ie. Reading personal statements/ 
explaining how skills can be applied to apprenticeships/ university courses 

• Linking classroom theory to careers 
 


