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Following the Prime Minister’s announcement on Monday, we are looking forward to welcoming our students back 
into school. Mr Mathew will provide information about the practicalities of this in his newsletter today, and more 
guidance will follow next week. 
I imagine that there will be mixed feelings about returning to school; excitement about seeing friends again, an 
eagerness at being able to join lessons face-to-face, yet also a sense of anxiety about coming back into an 
environment which students haven’t been part of for a significant amount of time. 

Please rest assured that all students will be supported with the transition back into school, and we will firm up 
plans regarding this next week. 

The first section of this newsletter provides guidance to Year 13 students who have applied to university outlining 
the next steps in the process. 
Pages 6 – 11 detail a number of opportunities for Year 12 and 13 students. Year 12 students, in particular, should be 
utilising the chance to boost their experience, skills and confidence ready for when they start writing their personal 
statements in the summer. 
The final three pages include information for parents from the webinars provided by Elevate Education. 

I’m sure you are aware that information regarding exams was confirmed by Ofqual yesterday. We will update you 
about how this will work in due course. 

Enjoy the weekend and the warmer weather.
Mrs Davies 



UCAS – Next steps 
If you have applied to university, please read the following guidance on the next steps in this process. 

Track 
• The Track system is part of UCAS; it is a way of finding out how your application is progressing and will enable you to 
reply to any offers you receive.
• You can log into Track once you have received your welcome email from UCAS. It can be accessed via a link on the UCAS 
website.
• You will need your ID Number, Username and Password to log onto the Track system. Please check this regularly, as all 
offers will appear on Track. UCAS will email you with any updates.
• For more information see the ‘Introduction to Track’ video guide on the UCAS website, www.ucas.com

Receiving Offers 
UCAS will send your application to your chosen universities as soon as they receive it. No university will know where else 
you have applied. The universities will reply to your application at different times. Please do not worry if you haven’t 
heard back straight away; some will take longer to reply than others. 

There are 5 types of replies/offers:
Unconditional Offer – you are offered a place regardless of the grades you achieve on your current courses. 
Conditional Offer – the university will offer you a place as long as you gain the needed points/grades asked for.
Unsuccessful – the university is unable to offer you a place. Your Track page may give feedback to explain this decision.
Referred – the university is still considering your application, and has not yet made a decision. 
Withdrawn – this will appear on Track if either you or the university has withdrawn from a course. The reason for this 
should be on Track.



Replying to Offers
You can only reply to your offers once you have received decisions from all of your choices.
Firm acceptance – This is your first choice. If you are holding an unconditional offer you don’t have to do anything further; 
you have a place, regardless of your grades/points. If you have a conditional offer, you will be accepted onto the course as 
long as you achieve the entry requirements.
Insurance acceptance – This is your second choice and is a back-up option if you don’t get the grades/points you need to 
get into your first choice. You should not choose an insurance choice that has a higher offer (higher grades, more points) 
than your firm choice. However be realistic and make sure this is somewhere you would be happy to go to.
Decline – Once you have made your decision about your first and second choices, you will then need to decline any other 
offers you are holding.
Please think carefully about these decisions. You must be happy with both of these choices as you are entering into a 
contract situation at this point.
You can then reply via Track. You will have a deadline shown in Track and must reply by this date. If you do not reply by the 
deadline then your application will automatically be rejected.
There are deadlines for replying to offers. Your reply date will depend on when your last university makes their decision. 
See Track for your personal reply date.

Interviews
Applicants to Oxford or Cambridge, Medicine, Dentistry and Vet Medicine/Science will be interviewed before being made 
an offer.
For Social Work, Nursing, Midwifery, Healthcare Professions, Teaching and Art and Design courses it is also highly likely that 
you will have an interview before you are made an offer. Some other universities and courses may interview you.
If you do not attend an interview the university will withdraw their offer.
It is a good idea to research the type of questions you will be asked and to prepare some answers. Read over your personal 
statement and remind yourself what you have said about your experience and knowledge.



The following websites offer useful interview advice. 
http://www.allaboutcareers.com/careers-advice/university-interviews/how-to-prepare-for-a-university-interview

http://university.which.co.uk/advice/ucas-application/university-interviews-as-told-by-students

https://www.studential.com/university/applying/UCAS-application-guide/interviews

UCAS Extra
UCAS offers the Extra service for students who hold no offers before 30th June. Extra gives you the opportunity to add 
one more choice to your application. You apply for one course at a time, through Track, and if you are unsuccessful with 
that place, you can apply for another. Extra is available from the end of February until early July. 

UCAS Clearing
Clearing is a service offered by UCAS for applicants who receive no offers from their course choices, have rejected any 
offers or do not gain the required grades. Universities that still have places available will advertise them, and you will then 
be able to apply for these courses one at a time. 
If you are eligible for Clearing, UCAS will automatically send you Clearing details and instructions of what to do. Track will 
advise you if you are eligible for clearing. 
Clearing starts from mid-July. Any late applications after the 30th June will automatically go into Clearing. 

UCAS Adjustment
When the results are announced, UCAS provides a facility called Adjustment for students who exceed their offer grades. 
This allows students to apply to a different university/college, one you previously may not have considered as you did not 
think you would achieve the required grades, while keeping your original place on hold.
You have 5 days to use Adjustment from the time your original offer is confirmed.
You need to register on Track to be able to use it; the Register for Adjustment icon will only appear if you are eligible.



The Letchworth Civic Trust - £500 grant

If you are in Year 13 and live in Letchworth, please see the information below from The Letchworth Civic 
Trust about a £500 grant. 

Historically grants have been available to students who have lived in Letchworth for more than two years, 
and have successfully gained a place at University to study at Degree Level. 

The Trustees now extend grants to young people leaving school and moving on to other educational courses 
e.g. foundation degrees, college diplomas, apprenticeships. First Year University Degree students will still 
receive their grant, but for the First Year Only. This will enable the Trust to support a greater number of 
Letchworth’s young people.

Please visit our website – www.letchworthct.org.uk to apply for the grant. 

The procedure of application is simple. Students need to print & complete the new application form ‘A2’ on 
our website. This needs to be emailed to me, along with a copy of the UCAS or University letter providing 
confirmation of a place at the University, or other confirmation letters as requested on the form. Applications 
for University Degree Students must not be sent in until successful A Level results have been received and a
place at University is confirmed. It is also worth mentioning that every year we are inundated with 
applications and students should not expect to hear from us until grants have been issued. (This may take a 
month or two)

If you have any questions, or require more leaflets, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Mrs Sally Jenkins – letchworthct@gmail.com



The University of Hull are offering a free online course, which will take approximately 3 hours to complete. 

University Preparation Course: Getting Ready for Success at University
Reflect on the differences between university and school and get prepared for success.

Learn how to succeed at university and in higher education
Success at university is about more than attending classes and sitting exams. Understanding how university level 
education differs from school or college life can help you to transition into university effectively and succeed in your 
studies.
This three-week university preparation course is designed to show you how UK-based university level learning may be 
different to your previous educational experiences, with the ultimate aim being to prepare you for success at university.

Reflect on the differences between university and school 
You’ll identify different ways of thinking and behaving that can set you on the path to success, and will understand the 
ways that university systems and the people within them will support you to achieve your very best.
You’ll also reflect on the differences between university and school, and will discover how to prepare yourself for this 
change.

Develop a personal success plan at university
You’ll then get to grips with how university students learn and how they are assessed through exams, coursework and 
more. From here, you’ll identify the ways in which you’ll be supported to succeed, and will start to develop your own 
personal plan for success.

Ultimately, on completion of this course, you’ll have reflected upon your current strengths and identified those areas that 
you might like to develop whilst at university.
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/get-ready-for-success-at-university



Health and Care e-placements 
The NHS Talent Academy have now launched bespoke e-placements covering various career 
opportunities within health and care. The E-Placement will provide you with an insight into your 
chosen career path through a series of videos, tutorials, quizzes and virtual tours. It will also help to 
develop a greater understanding of knowledge, skills and behaviours required for your chosen 
profession.
https://academy.healthierfuture.org.uk/news-events/news/e-placements

‘No room for clichés’
Apprenticeships and careers with the RAF: Free webinar

To mark International Women's Day 2021, the Royal Air Force (RAF) in partnership with Amazing Apprenticeships, 
will be running an exclusive free webinar for students in Years 10-13, to explore the incredible apprenticeship and 
career opportunities available for them.

Join us on 8th March at 2 - 3.30pm to hear from Ambassadors and recruitment staff within different areas of the RAF. 
The webinar will include an engaging mix of presentations, interactive workshops and valuable Q&A opportunities 
with a panel of RAF Ambassadors.  

Book you place at: https://amazingapprenticeships.com/raf-iwd/register/



YEAR 12 – STUDENT OPPORTUNITIES
PwC Virtual Insight Week

APPLICATIONS OPEN:DEADLINE 14th March 2021

Applications are now open for the PwC Virtual Insight Week programme. 

If you’re in Year 12 and you’re keen to understand how you can progress your career in 
the world of business, accounting or technology, the PwC Virtual Insight Week offers you a 
fantastic opportunity to do just this. During this action packed week, students can choose 
from a range of sessions covering Accounting, Business, Technology and your career 
development. You’ll also have the chance to connect with our people and hear their 
stories. 

The programme will run virtually across five days from Monday 26 July - Friday 30 July 
2021.  
The week is not just about business and accounting - there are also going to be a range of 
sessions focused on digital skills, innovations in technology, and tech apprenticeships, so 
Computer Science and Maths students take note! 
https://www.pwc.co.uk/careers/student-careers/school-careers/our-programmes/insight-
weeks.html



SUTTON TRUST SUMMER SCHOOLS – APPLICATIONS CLOSE 2 MARCH 2021
Sutton Trust Summer Schools offer over 40 different courses at 13 of the UK’s top universities. 
Do you want to try a new subject? Or do you want to check whether your current course choice is actually for 
you? Keen to visit a university or city you've never been to?

Sutton Trust will cover the full costs of your travel, accommodation, food and activities at any partner 
university – not just one that’s local to where you live – so choose a Summer School based on your subject 
interests at a university you’d like to explore.

You may apply to a UK Summer School if you:
• Are studying in Year 12.
• Attend, and have always attended, a state-funded school or college (non-fee paying) in the UK.

If you meet the above requirements, we will look at the following criteria when we consider your application:
• Would be in the first generation of your family to attend university.
• Have been eligible for free school meals at any point during your secondary schooling.
• Attend a school or college with a below-average A-level or Higher point score and/or a low rate of 

progression to higher education.
• Live in a neighbourhood with a low rate of progression to higher education and/or a high level of socio-

economic deprivation.
• Have achieved at least five B or 6 grades at GCSE, or five A or B passes at National 5 (or equivalent), and 

where applicable, taken subjects relevant to the course applied for.

The more criteria you meet, the more likely you are to secure a place. Not meeting all of these will not 
disqualify you. There is room on the application form and teacher verification to explain any extenuating 
circumstances that might impact your application.
https://summerschools.suttontrust.com/how-to-apply/?utm_source=Heads+of+6th&utm_campaign=533bf3aa08-Student+opportunities+-
+February&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_36c44588b4-533bf3aa08-116067775&mc_cid=533bf3aa08&mc_eid=876cad0de4



De:Construct 2021: Raising Your Voice
23-25 March 2021

This year’s festival explores how voices are amplified or suppressed, and how 
young people can create platforms for their voices to be heard.

The keynote speaker is journalist, podcaster and author Yomi Adegoke.

Joining her on the festival programme are Shout Out UK, Greenpeace, Turner 
Contemporary Gallery, and EcoActive.

There will also be sessions by Goldsmiths academics from the departments of:  
Anthropology; Law; Media, Communications and Cultural Studies; Politics and 
International Relations; Psychology; Sociology; and Theatre and Performance.

The event is free to attend and sessions take place between 4.00pm and 7.15pm.

https://www.gold.ac.uk/schools-and-colleges/deconstruct/?utm_source=Heads+of+6th&utm_campaign=533bf3aa08-
Student+opportunities+-+February&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_36c44588b4-533bf3aa08-
116067775&mc_cid=533bf3aa08&mc_eid=876cad0de4



Date Time Speaker Topic
Monday 1st

March
10-11 Andrew Bernard, 

Director, National 
Careers Week & 
Director, Innovative 
Enterprise

This week is National Careers Week and we are delighted to welcome Andrew ‘Bernie’ Bernard, a TEDx
Speaker, Director of Innovative Enterprise and National Careers Week, Entrepreneur and Fellow of Professional 
Speaking Association. Bernie has, since 2006, worked with schools, businesses, charities, universities and 
colleges to help over 145,000 young people Bring the Future to Life through enterprise and careers workshops. 
Bernie will sharing his story about becoming an accidental entrepreneur. 

Monday 1st

March
10-11 Nick Ross, Broadcaster 

and Former Crimewatch
Presenter

Nick was for many years one of Britain’s most-trusted broadcasters and is now a writer, non-executive director, 
conference moderator and campaigner for community safety and evidence-based public policy. He became a 
household name in the UK launching breakfast TV, Watchdog and Crimewatch. He has written and directed 
award-winning documentaries. He retired from full-time broadcasting in 2010 to focus on conferences and 
voluntary work but still contributes to radio and TV. Nick will be speaking about his career journey, crime and 
is looking forward to answering your questions.

Tuesday 2nd

March
17:00-
18:00

Ella d’Amato, Chief 
Commercial & Partner 
Officer, Not on the High 
Street

Join us for a broadcast with Ella d’Amato, Chief Commercial & Marketing Officer, Not on the High Street. Ella 
was previously the CEO of Drum and is now responsible for making Not on the High Street the most attractive 
place to work, partner with and buy from. Ella will be talking about what makes a great product and will be 
providing advice for those who are interested in pursuing a career in marketing.

Wednesday
3rd March

10-11 Kajal Odedra, UK 
Director, Change.org

We are going to be joined by Kajal Odedra, a writer and activist, with over 13 years experience in the 
campaigns sector. As Executive Director for Change.org UK, the largest petition platform, she has grown the 
platform to over 19 million users in the UK. After identifying a diversity problem in the UK campaigns sector, 
she founded the People of Colour in Campaigns network. She is on the board for Save The Children UK and 
Ada’s List. Kajal will be sharing her career journey and highlights. 

Wednesday 
3rd March 

17:00-
18:00

Jimmy Worrall, Founder 
and CEO, Leaders in 
Sport

Join us for a live Broadcast with James Worrall, Founder and CEO of Leaders in Sport, a London based 
internationally focussed conference, training and intelligence service for industry leaders in sport. Prior to 
starting Leaders, James held various senior roles in sport with ENIC (owners of Vicenza, Basel, AEK Athens, 
Slavia Prague), Bristol City FC and the Football Association. James will be sharing his experiences with Leaders 
in Sport and discussing the importance of networking and building relationships.

Speakers for School schedule – https://www.speakersforschools.org/inspiration/vtalks/upcoming-vtalks/



Spiritual Life



Health and Wellbeing

Entries are still open for the 
Stevenage 10km, on Sunday 19th 
September, starting and finishing in 
Hampson Park, Stevenage. 

Enter via: 
https://www.racesonline.uk/race...
/stevenage10k/index.php



The Elevate Parent webinar on 
Stress and Wellbeing provided 
some useful tips on how to 
prevent excessive stress. If you 
didn’t get a chance to see it, 
you can view it by clicking on 
the following link: 
https://get.elevatecoaching.inf
o/uk/replay.

SUPPORT FOR 
PARENTS





Elevate’s next webinar will focus on how students can effectively prepare for assessments this 
year. You will need to register in advance. 

Effective Preparation for Assessments

Date: Tuesday 2nd March 2021

Time: 6:00 – 7:00pm

Registration link: https://get.elevatecoaching.info/uk/register


