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It was lovely to see so many Year 12 students in school last week. I hope you found it useful to meet with your 
teachers and enjoyed seeing each other again, after three months of lock-down. 

This week, we are going to guide Year 12 through the Future Pathways process. Although the end of Year 13 
may seem a long way off, the process of applying to university or an apprenticeship starts now; if students 
delay they will put themselves at a disadvantage. Therefore, it is crucial to fully engage in this week and take on 
board the advice and guidance given by the Sixth Form Team. All of the resources are on Google Classroom and 
Year 12 have been invited to join the Enrichment Week class. If any Year 13 students are looking to apply to 
university for 2021, please let me know and I will send you the resources. 

As a parent, it can be very daunting supporting your child through the UCAS process. With this in mind, the 
newsletter this week will mainly work as a guide for parents. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate 
to contact one of the Sixth Form team. 

Mrs Davies: daviesr@jhn.herts.sch.uk
Miss Doran: doranh@jhn.herts.sch.uk
Miss Moles: molesj@jhn.herts.sch.uk

Mrs Davies 



Task 1 Task 2 Task 3 Task 4 Task 5 Task 6
Exploring 
Pathways

Registering 
with UCAS

Personal 
Statements

Finance Careers Review

Time Session 1 Session 2
9am-10am Personal Statement Support Wellbeing Support
10am-11am Registering with UCAS Support -
11am-12pm Wellbeing Support Careers Guidance
12pm-1pm Apprenticeship Support Personal Statement Support
2pm-3pm Oxbridge, Medics and Conservatoires 

Support
Registering with UCAS Support

Virtual Support Sessions - Thursday 

Enrichment Week Tasks 
There are five main tasks for students to complete this week, followed by a review at the end of the process. 
On Thursday, we are running a number of drop-in Virtual Support Sessions, via Google Meet – this will give 
students the opportunity to ask questions and seek advice. The links for these sessions will be posted in the 
Enrichment Week classroom stream on Thursday. 



A guide for parents on how to support your child with the Future Pathways process

Exploring Future Pathways

The Higher Education Evening provided useful information about apprenticeships and university. If you were unable to 
watch it, or would like to view it again, the link is provided below. This can also be accessed through the JHN website. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=3&v=SSGaq0PrirI&feature=emb_logo

Most universities are running virtual open days. https://speaktoauni.com/ provides details on all university open days in the 
UK. 

Every student has access to Unifrog, which is the destination platform used by many schools across the UK. Unifrog brings 
into one place every apprenticeship, university course and college course in the UK, as well as career guidance. Students will 
also use the platform to complete their Personal Statements. 

The following clip gives you guidance on how to use Unifrog. If you have further questions about using the platform, please 
email our Careers Advisor, Mrs Brown (brownp@jhn.herts.sch.uk). 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=551&v=nZS2tn_3LGU&feature=emb_logo

Applying to UCAS

We recommend that all students register with UCAS (no payment is taken until it is sent off) and complete a Personal 
Statement, regardless of their future plans. This makes it much less stressful if they decide to apply later in the year, or go 
through Clearing. 

This video gives you a quick overview of the UCAS process: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Renq_WM7mTk

This is a link to the UCAS site, which has lots of information on how to register and apply:

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/filling-your-ucas-undergraduate-application

We have also provided a step-by-step guide, on Google Classroom, which includes information specific to JHN. 



Competitive courses
Applications for any course at the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge, or for most courses in medicine, veterinary 
medicine/science, and dentistry, should arrive at UCAS by 6pm on 15th October to guarantee equal consideration. It is 
therefore important that your child completes their Personal Statement by the start of September, so they have time 
to amend it if needed. Students should already be in contact with Mrs Abrey if they are considering applying for 
competitive courses: abreye@jhn.herts.sch.uk

Conservatoires
If your child wants to study Music, Drama or some production related courses there are different ways of applying.  
Some institutions use the general UCAS application as for other types of courses. Some institutions will have their 
own application process and some will use UCAS Conservatoires.  

UCAS Conservatoires is separate to the general UCAS application and requires a different application form and a 
separate fee. Conservatoires have different deadlines and your child should check very carefully to find out the 
deadlines for the institutions they wish to apply to. The application deadline for Conservatoires may be as early as 1st

October 2020. Students can apply to six institutions using the Conservatoires application, and can also apply for five 
places through the general UCAS application.

https://www.ucas.com/conservatoires/conservatoire-study-right-me



Writing a Personal Statement 

The Personal Statement is the most important part of the UCAS application, and one which many students find difficult. 
Your child’s Form Tutor and the Sixth Form team will give lots of advice and support with the process, but we are not 
allowed to write the Personal Statement for them. We would like students to make a start this week and then complete 
their first draft over the summer holidays, ready to submit to their Form Tutor in September. We want to ensure that 
their Personal Statement stands out from the thousands of other students who apply, so they should not feel 
disheartened if they are advised to complete several drafts before we send off the final version. 

The following clips provide useful advice about writing a Personal Statement: 
Writing a personal statement -
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/how-write-ucas-undergraduate-personal-statement
What to avoid in your personal statement - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jlg_oGHX7e0

Mr Cooper and Mr Ironmonger are delivering a live virtual session, on Tuesday 30th June at 10am, on How to write a 
Personal Statement. I would highly recommend that all students attend. It will be recorded, so can be viewed later in the 
day if your child has a lesson in school on Tuesday morning. 

There are plenty of exemplar Personal Statements you can view online, but it is important that students don’t copy any 
parts of a Personal Statement. Universities will check and will not offer places if they believe it has not been written by 
the student. https://universitycompare.com/personal-statement-examples/



Do Don’t

Research the course you are applying for. Exaggerate or lie. You may be called for 
interview and be caught out. 

Be professional and business like, rather 
than using casual language. 

Use clichés or cringe sentences like ‘Ever 
since the age of two…..’

Be very clear and concise. Copy someone else's work. All Personal 
Statements are checked for plagiarism. 

Be original and let your personality come 
through.  

Use quotes which have no meaningful 
relationship to what you are trying to say.

Be prepared to write a number of drafts. Address the university directly. Your 
application will go to 5 universities. 

Use spellchecker to check spelling and 
grammar.

Try to be funny or make jokes.

The Dos and Don’ts of writing a Personal Statement 



Student finances 

Student finances can be complicated and prove stressful for students and parents. The UEA have recorded a 
comprehensive and easy to understand session on finances. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3jdTWZzHhQc&feature=youtu.be

Careers
Unfortunately, the Young Enterprise Careers Day, that was planned for 10th June, had to be cancelled due to lock-down. 
During the day, students would have attended a series of workshops with a focus on CV writing and interview techniques. 
Young Enterprise has kindly put together some resources for use at home. 

The Secrets of Career Development webinar: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HIwmkfp_za0

The resource booklet has been added to Google Classroom.

If your child is likely to go straight into employment after Year 13, they will need a CV. Even if they are planning on going to
university, we would recommend them putting together a CV, because they may need one for part-time work. Eton College 
has provided a free CV writing course, which is available until the end of term. This is optional but is a great opportunity to 
get tips on how to write an impressive looking CV. The details on how to access the course are on Google Classroom.



Complete a MOOC. There 
are hundreds to choose 

from on Unifrog or you can 
access them at:

http://www.openculture.c
om/freeonlinecourses

Listen to TED Talks
There are over 3000 to 

choose from

https://www.ted.com/talks

Access the Speakers for 
School Talks

https://www.speakersforsc
hools.org/inspiration/vtalk

s/upcoming-vtalks/#tip

Write an article for the 
Llama Magazine or enter 

the RA Butler Prize

https://www.llamamag.com/su
bscribe

https://www.trin.cam.ac.uk/un
dergraduate/essay-

prizes/politics/

Complete some voluntary 
work

https://do-it.org/

Also see 22nd June 
Newsletter 

Get Reading
Read around the field 

you're applying to, above 
and beyond what you're 

learning in your Sixth Form
studies.

Leadership roles
Write down and reflect on 
the leadership roles you 

were involved with in and 
outside of school

Watch a lecture
There are lots being posted 

on university websites at 
the moment

Complete work experience
There are lots of online 
work experiences at the 

moment

https://uptree.co/
https://www.speakersforschool
s.org/experience-2/vwex/
https://www.s4snextgen.org/

Do your research
Attend a virtual Uni Day

https://speaktoauni.com/

Whether you child is applying for an apprenticeship, university or going straight into employment, they need to stand 
out from the thousands of other applicants. This is a selection of things they can do to have the edge.  



Spiritual reflection

A prayer for the students

Heavenly Father, I ask you to bless me. As I do my best, with your help, to learn how to live a 
righteous life, help me to always do the right thing. Bless my mind with sound decision-
making skills. Let my hands be channels of Your blessing to my friends, classmates and 
relatives. Let not my tongue be used to destroy others through harsh words. Rather, enable 
me to speak words of life, encouragement and grace. Amen

A prayer for the parents

Heavenly Father, I ask You to bless my child. As I do my best, with Your help, to teach them 
how to live a righteous life, help them to always do the right thing. Bless their minds with 
sound decision-making skills. Let their hands be channels of Your blessing to their friends, 
classmates, and relatives. Let not their tongues be used to destroy others through harsh 
words. Rather, enable them to speak words of life, encouragement, and grace. Amen.



Speakers for Schools schedule 
https://www.speakersforschools.org/inspiration/vtalks/upcoming-vtalks/#tip

DATE SPEAKER INFO
Mon 29th June

2pm

Add to calendar

Mark Maciver, Slider of Slidercuts Barber Mark Maciver, better known as the ‘Slider’ of SliderCuts, shapes up a list of high-profile 
clients, including Stormzy, Tinie Tempah, Anthony Joshua and Marvin Humes. Having started out 
as an apprentice over 20 years ago, in June 2018 he launched his own barbershop on Hackney 
Road and has since worked with Facebook and Nike.

Tues 30th June 10am

Add to calendar

Cathy King, Literary Agent, 42 
Management & Production

Find out about the world of writing for film, television and theatre, and what it’s like to be a talent 
agent with SFS & Cathy King, Literary Agent at 42 Management and Production.

Tues 30th June 2pm

Add to calendar

Simon Hodgkinson Group Chief 
Information Security Officer, BP 
Plc

Simon Hodgkinson, Group Chief Information Security Officer with BP, discusses all things 
cybersecurity. Learn about Simon's life lessons from a career in tech, and gain insights into the 
opportunities and careers that exist in cybersecurity!

Wed 1st July 11am

Add to calendar

Celebrating Women in 
Engineering with Thames Water 
& UTC Reading

Engineering is a key part of the water industry - through engineering we can innovate and help 
shape our world. Women in engineering roles in Thames Water vary from on-site technicians to 
design engineers working on developing new projects. Today, we will meet three Thames Water 
colleagues along with UTC Reading’s Careers Lead and one of her engineering students to discuss 
how we can support a more diverse workforce, challenge stereotypes and provide greater 
opportunities for women and girls in engineering.

Thurs 2nd July 10am

Link to register here.

A Tortoise Media Think In with 
Liz Moseley, Editor and Partner, 
Tortoise Media

Liz is an award-winning marketer with 20 years’ experience at global media companies. She is now 
an editor and partner at Tortoise, where she runs the ThinkIn programme. She’s also the ‘voice of 
Tortoise’ in all Tortoise’s member communications. She was Chief Marketing Officer for the Cannes 
Lions International Festival of Creativity and spent three years being sued by C-list celebrities as 
publisher of Heat magazine. She’s also worked for The Times, The Telegraph and ELLE. 

Thurs 2nd July 2pm

Add to calendar

In collaboration with Penguin 
Talks: Marlon James, Author & 
Ekow Eshun, Journalist

Multi-award winning author, Marlon James, joins British writer, journalist, broadcaster and curator, 
Ekow Eshun, to discuss what creativity means to them and how we can be more creative in our 
lives.

Fri 3rd July 10am

Add to calendar

Andy Haldane, Chief Economist, 
Bank of England

We’re excited to welcome Andy Haldane, Chief Economist with the Bank of England, to discuss the 
importance of economics in everyday life.


