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It has been a half term unlike any other we have seen in the Sixth Form. Two weeks of isolation, the separation of the Year 
12 and 13 year groups, masks in the corridors and access to only certain parts of the school buildings. Despite the 
challenges, the students have demonstrated how incredibly resilient and mature they are in dealing with change. We are 
incredibly proud of how they have approached this first half term and feel confident that they are in a good position going 
forward. 

All of our students deserve recognition for their efforts this half term, but I would like to mention a few individuals in 
particular. Firstly, Lisa-Marie, Josh, Monique, Ronan and Rhiannon, from Year 13, who are doing fantastic work as part of 
the Equalities, Diversity and Inclusivity Working Group. There are several Year 12 and 13 students who are supporting 
them with their efforts to raise awareness, and I thank them for all they are doing. 

Mrs Younger would like to congratulate her Sociology groups for how well they have adapted to the on-line lessons, 
following her operation. Although still in some pain, Mrs Younger has said teaching both classes is the highlight of her day,
and the students have been amazing.

Finally, I would like to say a massive thank you to the Head Boy/Head Girl Team. Although faced with the disappointment 
of not being able to visit Uganda at Christmas, or helping to run our Open Evening, the team have been incredibly positive 
in their approach, and have already come up with some fantastic ideas to raise money for our KiSS community. 

I feel privileged to work alongside such a wonderful group of students. 
Have a great half term,
Mrs Davies 



Exams

Exams for Year 12 and Year 13 will take place between Monday 16th and Thursday 19th November. All 
exams will be sat in the Sports Hall, with the two year groups being separated to avoid the bubbles 
crossing. Please be aware that some of the afternoon examinations may run past 2:30pm, especially for 
those students who qualify for extra time. Therefore, students may need to organise alternative 
arrangements to get home. 

All Year 12 and 13 students will have exam leave during the four-day exam period. Students who study 
BTEC or CTEC courses only, will be set coursework by their teachers to complete at home. Students will be 
allowed to stay in school in between exams, but must go to their allocated areas to work.

Friday 20th November will be a normal school day for both year groups. 

The following page provides information about how to support your child to prepare for the forthcoming 
exams. 



Sixth Form Teaching and Learning
It has been a very different start to the academic year. Lockdown and periods of isolation may have meant that 
your child has had to change their approach to their own learning, embrace new technology and organise 
themselves differently. The principles for learning for the examinations, however, remain the same. It still 
requires hard work, effort and perseverance. Learning is not supposed to be ‘easy’ or ‘comfortable’.

How could your child approach independent learning in preparation for the interim examinations?
Revision 
process

What to do… What should you see?

REVIEW  Use the exam specification to identify topics that need to be revised.

 Make a timetable that allows you to re-visit the topic more than once.

 Create notes on each of the topics. Use revision cards, mind maps. It is NOT 
enough to just read and highlight!

 Copies of the exam specification.

 A revision timetable with manageable revision 
sessions which includes free time

 Revision cards, mind maps. Not just highlighting of 
notes. 

PRACTICE  Low stakes testing (quizzing)

 Write practice answers. These can be timed responses.

 Engagement with resources such as Quizlet, Kahoot 
etc.

 Practice responses
CHECK  Read mark schemes and self-assess your responses and knowledge.

 Read examiner reports and self-assess your responses and knowledge.

 Re-draft your answers.

 Printed mark schemes. Engagement with the 
language in the mark scheme. Knowledge of the 
assessment objectives.

 Engagement with the examiner reports and a clear 
understanding of areas to focus on.

 Re-drafted responses with a focus on weaker areas.

If you have any questions, or if you would like any further information, please contact Miss Doran 
doranh@jhn.herts.sch.uk



Exam timetable 



There are a number of 
intervention sessions run 
by departments for Year 13 
students. Please encourage 
your son or daughter to 
attend these, especially if 
they are finding any 
aspects of the course 
challenging, or they 
struggled to keep up to 
date during lock down. 



Apprenticeships
If you are considering an apprenticeship, there are many still available and you should be looking at applying now. Many 
companies have started to advertise and will do so throughout the year. It is really important that anyone researching 
and applying for apprenticeships understands how the apprenticeship landscape has changed over the past few months, 
and that they are aware of the new processes and methods that they need to be prepared for. 

7 Top Tips
1. There are still apprenticeship jobs being advertised, but there are fewer than we would typically see at this point in 
the year.
2. Don’t wait for the closing date to submit your application.
3. Most recruitment is now online (and we expect this trend to continue).
4. New apprentices are starting – but the induction process might look and feel a bit different.
5. Have a plan A, B, C and D…..keep your options open.
6. Make use of the support networks around you.
7. Apprenticeships are still amazing!

Anna Morrison from Amazing apprenticeships has produced a video on ‘Latest news on the apprenticeship landscape’ 
https://vimeo.com/468469812
Useful links:
Sign up to find an apprenticeship.gov https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
Searching companies:
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/vacancies/time-to-apply/
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/vacancies/

For any further support or questions please email Miss Moles molesj@jhn.hert.sch.uk



UK University and Apprenticeship Virtual Fair

We are encouraging students to take part in the UK University & Apprenticeship Search Virtual Fair on 
Wednesday 4 November (12:00-18:00). This free event features over 100 universities, colleges, and 
apprenticeship providers from around the UK, along with 10 interactive webinars. It will provide your 
child with all the information they need to make informed decisions about their post-18 options. 

Students and parents can chat directly with a mixture of Russell Group, ‘red brick’, and modern 
universities to find out invaluable information about courses, modules and life at university, and discover 
what admissions tutors are looking for in UCAS applications. Attendees can also speak to colleges and 
local and national companies about their apprenticeship schemes.

10 interactive webinars will run throughout the day on a variety of university and apprenticeship topics, 
such as UCAS Personal Statements, Student Finance and Apprenticeships. The webinars are run by 
university and apprenticeship professionals, who will also host Q&A sessions after the presentations. 
You can view the webinar timetable and presenters list at https://ukunisearch-london.vfairs.com/en/webinar-
timetable

Students should aim to register in advance to receive a free event guide, which will explain how the day 
will work and how to make the most of the exhibitor interactions. The event guide will also contain lots 
of articles on topics such as student finance, UCAS applications, extra funding, personal statements and 
apprenticeships. 

Register online: https://ukunisearch-london.vfairs.com/



Spiritual Life
Dear Parents and Guardians,
I write to you as Chaplain to the Sixth Form of St. John Henry Newman School. Some of you I know extremely well as Parish Priest of 
Welwyn Garden City and Dean of Stevenage. Others, perhaps, I might never have met because your son or daughter is new to the 
School. I just want you to be assured that I am thinking of you and praying for you at this challenging and changing time. We are 
certainly living through what will be a defining moment in history.

For those students in Year 13, they have entered a period of trying to plan for the future with applications to universities, colleges, 
apprentices and the world of work. To make the right decision and to be able to carry it out is not necessarily possible in current 
circumstances. There is the prospect of taking on loans to finance the next stage and the worry of paying off what has been accrued. 
For Year 12, starting off Sixth Form life with a fresh approach to learning and more self-discipline in studying; this too has been a 
struggle, I am sure.

For you who care so much for these young people, as well as trying to manage your own personal lives of work, family and other 
responsibilities, it must be so hard. Your sons and daughters are dependent on your support and you need theirs. Being there for one 
another - no matter what - will definitely be one of the hallmarks of this period. Remember that St. John Henry Newman said we are 
links in a chain: I cannot help but think of the bonds between you, your families, the School and the Church. We haven't got all the 
answers but we are ready to listen, to speak, to be silent and rest in God's presence as we try to listen to the heart of God speaking to 
ours. Don't forget the School's motto Cor ad cor loquitur...Heart speaks to heart.

As I share with you these thoughts, there are dark clouds outside, the rain is pouring down and it feels so miserable! However, I recall 
that the other day the rain stopped, the clouds parted and the sun shone! I was able to go out for a walk and appreciate the warmth of 
the sun and take in the majesty of the autumn leaves. St. John Henry Newman's hymn 'Lead kindly light amid the encircling gloom,
lead thou me on...' came to mind. Our faith can sustain us. We have hope for the future.  The love of God revealed in Jesus Christ is the 
divine pledge to humanity. 

Half-term holiday beckons and I trust that you will have time to enjoy being with loved ones - given all the restrictions!  As well as 
encouraging your sons and daughters to work hard, enjoy being with them and feel the light of God's radiance inspiring you and 
leading you on. 

God bless you. Fr. Norbert Fernandes



Year 12 celebration service at the start of term

Our wonderful HBHG Team – Amy, Dan, Monique, 
Tom, Rhiannon, Ronan 

Ugo and Natasha receiving 
their Learning Coordinators 
Award for their leadership 
contributions during Year 
12 

A few 
highlights of 
this half 
term……

Year 12 
cookery lesson
during PSHCE


