
Sixth Form 
Newsletter

1st June 2020

I hope you all enjoyed half term and managed to have a break from school work. Plenty seems to have 
happened since the last newsletter – lock-down restrictions have started to be eased, shops are beginning to 
open and the football Premier League is due to restart. 

Nearer to home, lots of individuals are doing some incredible things to support our community during this 
time, from volunteering for the NHS, to fund raising for local charities.  Will Sarandon and Ugo Umunnakwe ran 
23.8 miles to raise money for The Mental Health Foundation during Mental Health Awareness Week, and 
Kerren Clark is supporting her brother to raise money for Garden House Hospice Care. Further details on how 
you can support their amazing efforts are on pages 11 and 12. 

On Tuesday 9th June at 7pm we will be hosting a virtual Higher Education Evening for parents and students, 
followed by a session for parents on the 11th June on ‘How to find a job for your child in the current market’. 
Both sessions will be at 7pm and more details will be sent out later this week. 

Stay safe
Mrs Davies 



Year 12 

Mock exams
Several of you have asked questions about mock exams. I can confirm that you will be assessed in each of your 
subjects before the end of the summer term. We are looking at the best way and time to do this, and details 
should be confirmed by the start of next week. I know that some of you will feel anxious about this but please 
don’t worry. Your teachers will support you to consolidate your knowledge and prepare for the exams. 

You may want to use this free study planner app to help organise yourself effectively – https://getadapt.co.uk/

Preparations for the future

During Enrichment Week (beginning 22nd June) we were planning to take you to the UCAS Fair, visit a university 
campus and run sessions on how to apply to university or an apprenticeship. We are currently putting together a 
virtual enrichment week to guide you through all of this. Before the end of the summer term, your teachers will 
start to write subject references in preparation for your form tutors to put together your UCAS/Apprenticeship 
reference at the start of Year 13. All of this will be done via Unifrog. When you next log onto Unifrog, you will be 
prompted to select your teachers, so that they can start the reference process. Please try to do this over the next 
week. It should only take you a couple of minutes. 



Year 13

If you are still finding it difficult to decide between your Firm and Insurance choice universities you may want to 
take part in the Virtual University Fair. Register here beforehand: https://ukuniversitysearch.vfairs.com/

Reminder: UCAS deadline to accept offers is 18th June 2020.

Apprenticeships – Anna Morrison is going to run a session on 5th June to catch up with those of you who are 
looking at apprenticeships. Miss Moles will confirm the details later this week. 



Speakers for Schools schedule 
https://www.speakersforschools.org/inspiration/vtalks/upcoming-vtalks/#tip

DATE SPEAKER INFO

Mon 1st June 
10am
Add to calendar

Ann Cairns, Executive Vice Chair, Mastercard In this interview, Ann Cairns will be asked about her top tips and advice 
for young people in preparing for their future careers.

Mon 1st June 2pm
Add to calendar

Kev O'Sullivan, Creative Director, FleishmanHillard 
Fishburn

What does it mean to work in the creative industries? How can young 
people develop their personal brand and reputation? Creative Director, 
Kev O'Sullivan will share his insights and answer student questions!

Tues 2nd June 2pm
Add to calendar

Philippe Sands, Lawyer, Matrix Chambers & Professor 
of International Law

The Ratline: hunting a Nazi, a story about love, lies and justice. In 
Philippe's VTalk he will discuss how he came across the story of his book 
and podcast, The Ratline. Students who are keen on learning more 
about this story or any budding historians should definitely watch!

Wed 3rd June 
10am
Add to calendar

Gisela Abbam, Chair, British Science Association In recent times, the world has learnt that public health is vital for a 
functioning society. Gisela Abbam, Chair of the British Science 
Association will discuss with students why it is so important and how 
students can pursue careers in the health sector.

Wed 3rd June 2pm
Add to calendar

Dan Connolly, Sports Marketing Executive, Consul 
Sports Club

Passionate about sports? Think you'd be a great marketer or what to 
know more about what they do? Tune in to Dan Connolly's VTalk to hear 
more about how he turned his passion into a career and what a career in 
Sports Marketing could be like.

Thu 4th June 10am
Add to calendar

In collaboration with Penguin Talks: Elif Shafak, Author 
and Afua Hirsch, Writer, Journalist and Broadcaster

Students who wish to submit questions to Elif and 
Afua should email
inspiration@speakersforschools.org

How to challenge inequality
Award-winning British-Turkish novelist, Elif Shafak, joins writer, journalist 
and broadcaster, Afua Hirsch, to discuss the widening inequalities across 
the world how we can challenge them.

Fri 5th June 10am
Add to calendar

John Vary, Futurologist, John Lewis Partnership This session will focus on our life lessons and advice theme, John will 
discuss his own career journey and developing resilience. His session will 
also look at future trends and the work of a futurologist.



Summer Internships For Ages 15-18 - Live & Online: August 2020 

If you are interested in any of the following careers, I would highly recommend you apply for one of the ‘Live & Online’ Summer Internships:  
Investment Banking, Medicine, Engineering, Psychology, Filmmaking,  Computer Science,  Law,  International Politics, Architecture,  
Entrepreneurship.

The Young Doctor Summer Internship Live & Online - Over the course of 4 days, 
you will be working with top doctors ‘Live & Online’ via our state-of-the-art 
interactive platform. You will experience the real-life work of a doctor, with 
opportunities to shadow a doctor on a simulated ward round, learn the art of 
Accident & Emergency response, and observe patient consultations. You will 
also be able to network with our doctors and ask them all your burning 
questions, just as you would in-person.

Click here

Click here

The Young Engineer Summer Internship Live & Online - Over the course of 4 
days, you will be working with top engineers ‘Live & Online’ via our state-of-the-
art interactive platform. You will experience the real-life work of an engineer, 
with opportunities to take part in a live engine teardown, design your own 
aerofoil, and develop your own innovative AI solutions to the current 
environmental crisis. You will also have the opportunity to network with our 
engineers and ask them all your burning questions, just as you would in-person.
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The Young Lawyer Summer Internship Live & Online - Over the course of 4 days, you will be 
working with top lawyers ‘Live & Online’ via our state-of-the-art interactive platform. You 
will experience the real-life work of a lawyer, with opportunities to argue a human rights 
case before a judge, handle a murder case from start to finish under the guidance of senior 
barristers, and attend an interactive session with a group of corporate lawyers. You will also 
have the opportunity to network with our lawyers and ask them questions.

Click here

Click here

The Young Investment Banker Summer Internship Live & Online - Over the course of 4 
days, you will be working with top Investment Bankers ‘Live & Online’ via our state-of-the-
art interactive platform. You will experience the real-life work of an Investment Banker, 
including designing investment strategies with Private Equity Investment Managers and 
competing against traders in a stock market simulation. You will also have the opportunity 
to network with our Investment Bankers and ask them questions. 

Click here

The Young Psychologist Summer Internship ‘Live & Online’ - Over the course of 4 days, you 
will be working with top psychologists ‘Live & Online’ via our state-of-the-art interactive 
platform. You will experience the real-life work of a psychologist, with opportunities to 
experience live patient consultations, testify as a psychology expert witness during a 
criminal trial, and develop a psychological 'game plan' for a leading sports team. You will 
also be able to network with our psychologists and ask them all your burning questions.
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Click here

The Young Computer Scientist Summer Internship Live & Online - Over the course of 4 
days, you will be working with top Software and AI Engineers, Cyber Security Analysts 
and Data Scientists, ‘Live & Online’ via our interactive platform. You will experience the 
real-life work of a Computer Scientist, with opportunities to build and programme an 
app, investigate cybercrime through data forensics, become a ‘White Hat Hacker’ and 
explore the capabilities of artificial intelligence and machine learning. You will also have 
the opportunity to network with our Computer Scientists and ask them questions.

Click here

The Young Political Leader Summer Internship ‘Live & Online’ - Over the course of 4 days, 
you will work with key figures from the world of International Politics - including 
representatives of the UN, the Foreign Office and high-profile NGOs. Throughout the 
Internship, you will follow a rapidly-escalating international conflict simulation which will 
culminate in you representing a country or NGO at a ‘Model UN’ Security Council meeting 
and then conduct peace talks. Our experts will coach you on the key aspects of diplomacy 
and conflict-resolution; your task will be to deliver the best possible outcome for your 
country by advising your country's leader, negotiating with other countries, working with 
high-profile NGOs, and representing your nation at the UN. 

Click here

The Young Filmmaker Summer Internship Live & Online - Over the course of 3 days, you 
will be working with directors, producers, editors and scriptwriters ‘Live & Online’, via 
our state-of-the-art interactive platform. You will experience the world of filmmaking 
from script-writing to storyboards, directing, producing, filming and editing your own 
film, coached through the whole process by experienced filmmakers. Join us for a truly 
unique experience that will serve as an outstanding differentiator on your university and 
job applications, and set you up for a future as a successful Filmmaker.
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Click here

The Young Architect Summer Internship Live & Online - Over the course of 4 days, you will 
be working with top Architects, urban designers and consultants ‘Live & Online’ via our 
state-of-the-art interactive platform. You will undertake the ultimate work experience to 
boost your university application: you will design and model two bespoke buildings 
following official RIBA processes, receiving guided feedback from Architects throughout 
the process. You will also be coached in how to use cutting-edge Architectural technology 
including Virtual Reality, 3-D software, and Blockworks (used by Microsoft, Google and 
more). You will also have the opportunity to network with our Architects and ask them all 
your burning questions.

Click here

The Young Entrepreneur Summer Internship ‘Live & Online’ - Over the course of 4 days, 
you will experience the real-life work of an Entrepreneur, with opportunities to work 
alongside CEOs to create your own multi-million dollar business plan through private 
coaching sessions on: Strategy, Sales, Marketing, Technology and Finance. You will also be 
coached in some key entrepreneurial skills: Leadership, Negotiation and Public Speaking. 
The Internship will culminate in you pitching your business plan to top Venture Capitalist 
investors. You will also have the opportunity to network with our Entrepreneurs and ask 
them questions.

I
N
T
E
R
N
S
H
I
P
S



Additional opportunities for aspiring medics and mathematicians 

Medicine
Royal College of General Practitioners – Observe GP is an alternative to work experience for aspiring 
medics aged 16 and over. It is a free interactive video platform providing insights into the role of a GP 
and the wider primary care team. https://www.rcgp.org.uk/training-exams/discover-general-
practice/observe-gp.aspx

The BMJ is offering six individuals a one week placement over the summer of 2020. 
https://www.bmj.com/content/work-
experience?fbclid=IwAR0UMinb6cbjIA5d40iQq_uBeYLrz9PVUiAx0UHIhButLNUWdSO_T93EaK0
The deadline to apply is 9th June.

Mathematics 
This free online STEP Support Programme is offered by the University of Cambridge to help university 
applicants develop their advanced mathematical problem-solving skills and prepare for STEP 
mathematics exams. https://maths.org/step/welcome



Spiritual reflection

Last Sunday, the Church celebrated the feast of Pentecost; the day which 
marks the birth of the Church. The first followers of Jesus had seen their Lord 
taken up into heaven ten days previously, perhaps thinking that it had all come 
to an end. It was at Pentecost, in that upper room, when Jesus sent forth his 
spirit, which consumed and ignited the apostles as they received its gifts: 
knowledge, understanding, wisdom, courage, right judgment, piety, and 
wonder and awe. From there, the Church grew, and continues to grow today. 
We pray that we continue to be a Pentecost People, people filled with Christ's 
gifts to be able to do his work on earth.



Fund Raising 

Will Sarandon (Youth Mayor of Stevenage) and Ugo Umunnakwe  (Lord-Lieutenant’s Cadet for Hertfordshire) completed 
their run on Friday 22nd May to raise money for The Mental Health Foundation. It was a hot day but they managed a 
staggering 23.8 miles, which is an incredible effort. Well done to both of you. They have already raised over £375 but it 
would be great if we could help them to get to their target of £500. 
https://www.gofundme.com/f/william-and-ugo-run-for-mental-
health?utm_source=customer&utm_medium=copy_link&utm_campaign=p_cf+share-flow-1



Fund Raising 

Kerren Clark has asked for support to help raise money for the Garden House Hospice. The link to the Just Giving page and her write up are below. 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/andrew-cuts-his-curls

“My brother Andrew turned 16 this month, and those that know him know he's very protective of his long hair. Andrew has ASD (Autistic 
Spectrum Disorder) and ADHD (Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder), so he sees the world very differently to other people and has a hard time 
accepting and adjusting to any kind of change, big or small. This is why Andrew has been growing his hair out since he was 4 or 5 years old. The 
idea of change makes him quite anxious and he's never wanted to cut it, which is why it reaches down to the top of his thighs.
However, life has changed a lot for everyone over the last few months. Our whole way of life, the way we interact with each other. The way we 
shop, the way we communicate. Life has changed significantly for everyone, and it's harder for some than others. For people on the Autistic 
Spectrum, like Andrew, the sudden drastic change in routine has been really difficult. For people that suffer from challenges to their mental 
health, the social isolation can be really damaging. And for the elderly or immuno-compromised members of our communities, it's a really scary 
time full of uncertainty and fear.
Andrew has decided to cut his hair short, and asked me to make a fundraiser to try and raise some money for Garden House Hospice. This is a big 
decision for Andrew and something he has never wanted to do. But, as Andrew said to me "It's really hard. But something that other people see 
as a small change could make a really big difference".
Garden House Hospice Care provides specialist palliative care for patients, families and carers facing life-limiting illnesses, to enable them to have 
the best possible quality of life by providing care and support in the setting of their choice, without discrimination. Garden House cared for our 
mum, who passed away in July 2019, while she was fighting her battle against cancer, and from the beginning to the end they supported her 
unconditionally. They helped her with managing her pain and medication, and were the only ones that believed her consistently when she told 
them there was something wrong. In the months she spent there, she was more herself than she had been for a long time.
Due to the COVID outbreak, Garden House's charity shops haven't been open and all their fundraising events have been cancelled. In these 
unprecedented circumstances, they're doing amazing work caring for the people most at risk. We've seen first-hand the good they do. By 
supporting this fundraiser and Andrew's brave decision, you'll be helping to ensure that Garden House can continue providing the amazing care 
that they offer, and helping families and individuals in this unpredictable time and in the future.”

Kerren and Andrew



Wellbeing



The keeping in touch messages this week are from Natasha Davis and Kerren Clark 

Hi guys, 
This is still so surreal to me. I don’t know about anyone else but it still hasn’t completely sunk in that this is happening 
to us. There’s literally a plague going around the world. A world pandemic. It’s quite difficult to come to terms with and 
you or a friend might be struggling with keeping motivated, staying on task, being productive. It can feel a bit 
intimidating when you're scrolling through your socials, seeing all these people being productive: reading a book a day, 
doing a Chloe Ting workout every day, cooking and baking everyday. There is absolutely nothing wrong with doing these 
things; if you are then hats off to you! But if you’re not, don’t pressure yourself into thinking that you have to do all this 
extremely productive stuff. 
This is a hard time, and people are coping in different ways.
If you are struggling, don’t suffer in silence. Tell someone. And if it’s affecting your school work then tell a teacher,as
there’s absolutely nothing wrong with asking for help: you won’t be a burden and you won’t be overlooked. People 
want to help, trust me when I say that.
I think I speak for everyone when I say I didn’t realise how much I would miss school. I hope we can all reunite sooner 
or later.
I hope you are all doing well. Stay safe and check in on one another 
Natasha x

I hope everyone's well and staying safe - I'm missing everyone a lot! I've spent the time in lock-down trying to spend 
time with, and appreciate, my family more. There's a lot of bad about this whole situation but it's good that we can 
take a minute to stop and appreciate everything we have. I also made a super good banana bread; it was the highlight 
of my week.
Stay safe everyone! We'll be back before you know it! :))
Kerren 



Stay Fit 
Following Will and Ugo’s amazing 23.7 mile run, how about you and a couple of friends or family 
members sign up to the Stevenage Striders’ 10K race? 

This was originally scheduled for 20th September but, given the current situation, the club have decided 
to hold it as a virtual race. The online entries for the race will remain open until 4th September and then 
entrants have until 31st October to complete 10K on a route of their choice. You can walk, run or do a 
bit of both. All finishers will receive a bespoke race medal and a branded technical t-shirt. All funds 
raised from entries will be divided between the following local charities – Stevenage Community Trust, 
Essex and Herts Air Ambulance, Stevenage Haven and staff at the NHS Lister Hospital.

To find out more and to sign up, please visit https://stevenagestridersrc.org.uk/stevenage-10k


