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As we approach the end of a very busy term, I would like to congratulate the Sixth Form students on a very successful 
four months. They have demonstrated resilience and grit in dealing with challenges and uncertainty. They have 
accepted and adapted well to the changes in place due to Covid-19. And they have supported and looked out for each 
other during this difficult time. I would encourage everyone to have a good rest over the Christmas period and enjoy 
spending time with family. 

It was wonderful to be able to meet with Year 13 parents remotely last week, during the Parent Consultation Evening. 
On the whole, it was very successful and the feedback was positive. 

Year 13 are allowed to work from home during the last week of term and remote learning will be provided. On the 
following page I have included tips for successfully engaging with online lessons. Students can come into school, if they 
would prefer, but they will need to be able to access any live lessons from their own device. Year 12 will be in school as 
normal, but, for this week only, can work from home when they do not have lessons. If they are in school for period 
one, they must attend registration. 

I would also like to say a big well done to Katie Shephard, who has raised over £11,700 for KiSS.  Our thoughts and 
prayers are with Katie and her family over the next few months, while she undergoes intensive chemotherapy. 

Have a wonderful Christmas and all the very best for 2021. 
Mrs Davies 



Organise yourself the 
night before so you know 
which lessons you have 
and when they will be. 

Set your alarm and be up 
and ready to join 

registration at 8:35am.

Be prepared – Have a 
notebook and pen at hand 
to take notes, in the same 
way you would in a lesson 

in school. 

Put your microphones on 
(and ideally your cameras) 

and contribute to the 
lessons.

Keep distractions to a 
minimum. Turn your 
phone off or put it in 

another room. 

Don’t be afraid to ask 
questions – use the chat or 

‘raise hand’ function. 

Mute your microphone 
when not contributing to 

minimise background 
noise. 

Listen back to the 
recordings of the lessons 
to check understanding. 

Let your teachers know if 
you have difficulties 

connecting to the lesson.

Check Teams and SMHW 
regularly for updates. 

10 Top Tips to engage with on-line lessons 



Exams 2021

Last week, the government released updated information about the plans for the 2021 exams. 
This is what we know so far:
• More generous grading than usual, in line with results from summer 2020.
• Students get advance notice of some topic areas covered in exams in order to focus revision. They will get 

notice of these topics by the end of January 2021.
• Exam aids, such as formula sheets, will be provided in some exams in order to cut down on the memorising 

required.
• Additional "backup" exams will be held in July. These will give students a second chance to sit a paper if they 

have to miss main exams or assessments due to illness or self-isolation.
• A new expert group will look at differential learning and monitor the variation in the impact of the pandemic 

on students across the country.
• If a student misses one or more exams due to self-isolation or sickness, but has still completed a proportion 

of their qualification, then they will still receive a grade.

Those taking vocational and technical qualifications will also see adaptations to their exams. However, some 
vocational qualifications will require more varied adaptations due to the different qualification types.

More detailed information can be found in the DFE website  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-support-the-summer-2021-exams/guidance-to-
support-the-summer-2021-exams



Future Pathways 
There are a numerous future pathways opportunities for Year 12 and 13 students, many of which are sent out on SMHW 
by Mrs Brown, Careers Adviser. Please check SMHW regularly for updates. 

Medical Society – Bola Akilo and Alice Ramsey, in Year 12, are setting up a Medical Society for students interested in a 
career in the medical profession. If you are interested, please complete the google form at the following link: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXsF7iITEQpwpG0OoUQrADjwLaGaFG6luqHXc4aPeUCBYJzA/viewform?usp
=sf_link

Science Careers Talk – The University of Plymouth are running talks for students interested in a science degree. The talks 
will be led by Hayley Manners (Lecturer in Chemistry) and will explore the wide-ranging careers a science degree can 
open up, from working to make positive change in our environment, to human health and lifestyle, flavour chemistry and 
working with animals, to name a few examples. 
17th December, 2pm : https://plymouthuniversity.secure.force.com/pmtx/evt__Conf_Detail?id=a136700000WZY6i

Work Experience – Unifrog have just introduced a tool, which allows students to search for virtual work experience 
placements. https://www.loom.com/share/8c94f6a18f704f0ba00e5864b2dc795f

JHN Alumni Careers event – This was launched last week, but can still be viewed on the school website. This is an 
opportunity to get a valuable insight into the various careers our past pupils have followed, alongside general career 
guidance and advice on Apprenticeships, job opportunities and University experiences.

Speakers for Schools – The Experience Programme is run through a simple, safe-guarded portal, giving students access to 
opportunities, including work experience programmes. Register at the following link: 
https://www.speakersforschools.org/experience-2/



Aspiring medics – Applications for the King’s College London Online Medicine and Dentistry 
Lecture Series are now open for Year 12 students. Over the course of the lecture series, 
students will hear from a variety of guest speakers from different areas of medicine and 
dentistry. Last year’s lectures were given by GSTT clinicians and included topics such 
as Psychiatry and General Practice. They will also learn about the different elements of 
applying to medicine and dentistry including the UCAT, Personal Statements, and Interviews.
Lectures will be held online on Wednesdays at 6-7pm and will run in blocks of three 
throughout 2021. The first three lectures will take place on 3rd February, 10th February, and 
17th February. The remaining nine lectures will take place in Spring, Summer and in the run 
up to applications in October.
For more information about eligibility criteria and to apply, students should follow this link. 
The deadline to apply is 10am Monday 18th January. 
https://kings.onlinesurveys.ac.uk/medicine-and-dentistry-lecture-series-2020-21-application



Uptree offer a free careers programme to students.  This includes helping them meet leading 
employers, feel inspired about their career paths, find apprenticeships and get started on the road 
to professional success. They are funded by  industry partners, who aim to support young people 
across the UK.
Follow the unique sign up link or QR code to create your account. 

https://uptree.co/a/signup/student/the-john-henrynewman-catholic-school-1-45697/



Wellbeing

https://www.themix.org.uk/

https://www.healthforteens.co.uk/health/

Text your Health for Teens School Nurse for confidential health
advice and support: 07480635050

If you find attending a pantomime helps you to relax and unwind for Christmas, 
then there are plenty available online to watch. I can’t promise they will be as 
entertaining as the Staff Panto in January, but they will definitely be more slick!
https://images.unsplash.com/photo-1597639244466-
3eb1b6d985bf?ixid=MXwxMjA3fDB8MHxzZWFyY2h8Njd8fG1vYmlsZSUyMHBob25lf
GVufDB8MXwwfA%3D%3D&ixlib=rb-1.2.1&w=1000&q=80



God of creation,
You chose a young woman in a Galilean village
To bear your Son into the world.
It is hard to imagine how Mary must have felt
When in the course of an ordinary day –
Kneading dough, drawing water, sweeping the floor –
An angel, no less, interrupted her with a troubling message:
She was going to conceive a child
Whom she would call Jesus and his kingdom would last forever.
Mary was perplexed by this, she wasn’t even married,
So how could she conceive a son?
It shows great inner strength to come back to an angel with a question.
By the power of the Holy Spirit, answered the angel.

In some old paintings, all the angels of heaven
Looked in while Mary pondered this mission
Which will change her quiet life forever.
The great God of the universe needed the co-operation
Of this young woman to become a human being.
Mary had a choice, heaven for a moment held its breath
And when she said “let it be” a shout of joy echoed around the stars.
Mary would be the gateway, the perfect channel
For God the Father to become human
And tell humanity once and for all what he was like.
As we consider the conception of God
In the womb of the Virgin Mary,
We pray for all expectant mothers at this time,
We pray for the unborn,
We pray that everyone in our society
Will value the great gift
Of human life. Raymond Friel, CEO of Dowat



Dear Parents,
I write to you as we reach the half-way point in Advent - Gaudete Sunday - when the Church asks us to 
rejoice because the Lord's coming is drawing nearer. Perhaps for many of you that makes you panic! So 
much to do, plans to formulate, expectations to be met. Not only are you thinking about yourselves, 
you have your loved ones of the different generations to consider - at this time especially, your son or 
daughter in the Sixth Form of St. John Henry Newman School!

As I put these words down, I have in mind the image of Our Lady and St. Joseph. The former was totally 
open to what God wanted and her response led to Christ, the Son of God, coming to be in the midst of 
us. The latter doesn't say a thing but his reaction is one of carrying out God's word and caring for Mary 
and her Child. To be like Mary and Joseph means taking time to be still and listen; to be like them 
means being ready to do what might seem like the impossible. Remember that the Lord comes to you 
as you are and he knows you can make a big difference to your family. He enters your life more deeply 
in a personal and intimate way; through you love is showered upon those around you. You are probably 
thinking: 'It's not like that in my home at the moment!' Patience, forgiveness, an outreach - these help 
us to become channels of God's grace.
Your son or daughter is beloved of God and cherished by you. They need to work hard to achieve their 
very best; they look to you for encouragement and hope; they are still learning about life as they 
develop into adulthood. All of you will be blessed by God this coming Christmas.

Have a wonderful Christmas and a New Year filled with hope, opportunities and peace. 

You are in my prayers!
Fr. Norbert



Well done to the 
HBHG Team who 
put on a fantastic 
fun run for year 7 

yesterday!! 


