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It is important that you make good and wise 
choices about the subjects you study at a higher 
level; it is important, too, that you make an 
informed and wise choice about the community 
you commit yourself to in pursuit of success at this 
next level.  It is a very personal decision, one which 
has to be right for you alone.  I hope you find this 
booklet useful.

Ours is a very distinctive community.  We are 
proud of our tradition of academic and vocational 
success and, especially, of the quality of the whole 
experience that we off er students in our Sixth 
Form.  As a Christian school community, we 
believe in the development of the whole person 
and in the acquisition of values and beliefs which 
will serve our young people in their future as 
adults.

It is important to us that students work hard and 
achieve qualifications which will enable progress to 
study at the next level or a career start.  More 
important, however, are the values and ways of 
working which will encourage your personal 
formation – who you are and who you choose to 
become.  This formation has tremendous impact 
on your future: on your career, on your social life 
and on your family life.  It is the key to your future 
success and happiness.

We recognise that you are preparing for the most 
important phase in your education, one which 
will bear profoundly on your future aspirations 
and chances of success.  For this reason we place 
great value on outcomes; examination success is 
of great importance.  We will work hard with you 
and for you and we will expect you to give of your 
best.  Our teaching and support staff  are all highly 
committed, very motivated and very caring.  Your 
welfare and your success matters greatly to them.

We believe that you should be happy in your 
learning environment.  A good working 
environment requires sound structures, emphasis 

INTRODUCTION FROM
THE HEAD

on mutual respect and considerate behaviour at 
all times.  The Sixth Form is a period of personal 
growth and development, a ‘tipping point’ for many, 
in the transition from child to adult.  We 
aim to support and encourage you in developing 
greater self confidence and independence and try to 
provide the optimum environment in which that 
may happen.

We hope that by choosing The Saint John Henry 
Newman Sixth Form you will enrich our community 
with your unique talents and personality.  There are 
many opportunities for you to become fully 
involved in the wider community of the school and 
in so doing you will be developing your ‘soft skills’ 
so that you mature socially as well as academically.  
We are committed to developing the whole person.
I am very proud of our Sixth Form and feel 
privileged to work alongside such a talented, caring 
and hard working group of young people.  I have 
witnessed students joining the school each year 
becoming a tremendously valuable part of our 
community; they often comment on the welcoming 
atmosphere and the sense of belonging.  Students in 
our Sixth Form recognise that we expect the best for 
them and the best from them.

If you have high aspirations, if you recognise that 
working in a structured environment is most suited 
to you, and if you wish to form part of a distinctive 
and successful team, I recommend The Saint John 
Henry Newman Sixth Form to you.

Should your application be successful I look forward 
to sharing the next part of your education with you.

Mr C Mathew
Headteacher
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Thank you for your interest in The Saint John 
Henry Newman School Sixth Form. We are very 
proud of our Sixth Form because of the 
achievements of our students. As a Sixth Form 
student you are encouraged to commit a great deal 
of your energy, time and talents to all areas of Sixth 
Form life that interest you.

Demands will be made upon your time for 
personal study, both in school and at home. 
The work you do will vary depending upon the 
subjects you choose to study. It could include 
answering a number of questions, writing a formal 
essay, conducting some research, learning facts, 
background reading, preparing a presentation or 
reading a newspaper and formulating your own 
opinions. 

The range of work is extensive but staff  will 
support you and are on hand to help and advise. 
As a student you are encouraged to arrange extra 
tutorials with staff  when you need clarification or one 
to one guidance. You will be expected to work hard 
and respond maturely in a more adult learning 
environment. As staff  we will respect you as an 
individual, encouraging you to take increasing 
responsibility for your own learning in order to 
achieve success.

As a Sixth Form student you are recommended to 
devote at least five hours of private study per 
subject per week to supplement teacher led work. 
Excellent attendance and punctuality are expected 
and will be carefully monitored by all Sixth Form 
teachers and tutors.

The disciplined use of private study time both in 
school and elsewhere is the key to success in the 
Sixth Form.  You are expected to use the study 
centre, silent and supervised study areas in the 
school when not timetabled for a lesson.

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF 
SIXTH FORM

This is a thriving community of young people 
with the common aim of achieving their very best 
standards in the courses they have chosen to study, 
whilst contributing to the school through
a host of enrichment opportunities. The Extended 
Project Qualifi cation, work experience, mentoring 
scheme, music, drama, sports and KISS Week are 
just some of the many enrichment activities at The 
Saint John Henry Newman School.

As a Sixth Form student you are expected to take 
an active part in creating the ethos and atmosphere 
of the school. You are encouraged to participate in 
the running of clubs, societies and charities and to 
engage in community service.

We hope that you will consider applying to join the 
Sixth Form at The Saint John Henry Newman 
School and we look forward to the opportunity to 
welcome you into our successful and vibrant 
community.

Mrs Davies
Director of Sixth Form



SIXTH FORM COURSE INFORMATION6

Your two years post GCSE may well be the 
toughest of your life so far.  As well as studying for 
the examinations that will help you towards 
success in life, you’ll probably start learning to 
drive, work part-time, turn eighteen and generally 
feel much more grown up than you did in Year 
Eleven.  The distractions from your school work 
can seem endless.

However, if you pick the right subjects to study, 
ones you enjoy and didn’t find impossible at GCSE, 
you’ll find it easier to stay focused. The Sixth Form 
support system is incredibly helpful: your 
performance will be monitored and your tutor will 
also be your mentor. You will be involved in 
regularly reviewing your own progress. Assessing 
how you are doing and establishing action plans 
and setting targets that will be discussed with your 
form tutor. Your Sixth Form team, Mrs Davies, 
Miss Moles, Miss Doran and Mrs Taylor are 
always available to provide support and will help 
in whatever way they can.  Their help, and the 
help of your form tutor, will be invaluable to you 
during your time in the Sixth Form, assisting you 
with anything, including your application to 
university or apprenticeship or updating your CV 
if you want to go straight into employment.

But it’s not all work and examinations; enrichment 
is also a major part of Sixth Form life. We run a full 
and varied enrichment programme as part of the 
timetable. You are encouraged to devote about an 
hour or so a week to extra curricular enrichment 
activities. During this time you could, for example, 
play sports, help to run a club for younger 
children or volunteer to help at the Lister Hospital. 
There are also many opportunities to take a 
significant role in the school community.

SIXTH FORM AT THE SAINT 
JOHN HENRY NEWMAN 

The Chaplaincy Team (C-Team) plays a key role in 
promoting the spiritual life within The Saint John 
Henry Newman School.

There are a number of opportunities to take on 
student leadership roles: School Parliament and the 
Head Boy/Head Girl Team represents the entire 
student body. Alongside the student leadership roles 
are a large number of other opportunities for Sixth 
Formers to play a signifi cant role in the school 
community. Students volunteer to support younger 
pupils. This can be through lessons, where Sixth 
Form students support pupils in subject classes, 
through the one-to-one mentoring of Year 7 and a 
number of pupils from other year groups. One of 
the most important weeks in the JHN calendar is 
KISS Week, just before February half term, where 
money is raised to support communities in Uganda. 
The success of KISS Week rests on the hard work 
and commitment of the Sixth Form Team who 
organise it.

As a Sixth Former you could be a sports leader, 
write for the school Chronicle or become involved a 
wellbeing ambassador or literacy leader; the 
opportunities are almost limitless. If you want to 
start your own group or club, if you want to be 
involved in decision-making, if you want to put on a 
show – anything that will help to make the school 
community a more diverse and interesting place to 
be part of – you will be supported. Your Sixth Form 
experience depends on what you make of it.

The Saint John Henry Newman School is a Catholic 
community and the Sixth Form refl ects this, in the 
way that you act and your contribution to the school 
as a whole. All Sixth Form students attend a general 
RE class once a week which will cover moral and 
spiritual issues.
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DRESS CODE
You don’t need to wear uniform in the 
Sixth Form but you do need to be dressed 
appropriately. For male students this means 
wearing a suit with a shirt and tie. Female 
students must wear a suit or a smart dress with 
a jacket. Your appearance should be suitable for 
a professional working environment. A more in-
depth dress code will be provided before joining.

PUNCTUALITY AND ATTENDANCE 
Punctuality and attendance are of great 
importance. Missing lessons can seriously 
jeopardise your grades, and adds to your 
workload.

You are expected to be in school for morning 
registration even if you do not have a lesson 
period 1. Any absences will need to be reported 
before 8.20am and you must remain on the 
school site until the end of the school day.

FACILITIES
The Sixth Form Study Centre has recently been 
redesigned to create a spacious and purposeful 
learning environment. It is well equipped with 
PCs and networked printers and provides wifi  
connection for students with their own tablets 
and laptops.  

Silent and Supervised study areas are available 
to enable you to focus on independent study, 
encouraging you to develop a self-disciplined 
and positive approach to using study time.

You will benefit from the Library and a study 
hub, designed to support learning. There is a 
comprehensive range of books and reference 
materials.  This is a silent study venue.

The Sixth Form Coffee Shop is available before 
school at break and lunchtime for socialising 
with friends. During lessons times, it is used as a 
study venue where you can complete group 
work.

PROGRESS CHECKS
Our progress checks are regular and thorough. 
We use a system called HEROs (Home learning, 
Enquiry, Reflection and Organisation). They allow 
us to make instant, informed and individual 
decisions about students and the intervention 
required. Year 12 students will have interim tests 
within the first half term. These are followed by 
termly HERO grades throughout the year, parent 
support and information evenings and a subject 
specifi c Parents’ Evening.

PARLIAMENT 
Our School Parliament plays an active role in 
shaping our community. The Parliament itself 
was formed in 2017 and comprises of 137 
members drawn from across every year group.  
Each MP serves on one of nine committees, 
ensuring that our school's most valuable resource, 
the voice of the pupils and students themselves, is 
heard in every aspect of school life. 
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INDUCTION COURSE

All students hoping to join The Saint John Henry Newman School Sixth Form will be expected to 
attend an induction course. 

The Course will be held:

Date to be confirmed

The course has three main aims:

• to help you to fi nd out more about the courses
on off er, so that you can make an informed
choice for next year;

• to introduce you to independent study, so
that you are ready next year when this will
be of great importance for success;

• to provide you with a chance to meet your
new year group in a relaxed atmosphere.

The course will involve talks and discussions about life in the Sixth Form, ‘Taster Lessons’ where you 
can fi nd out more about the subjects on off er at The Saint John Henry Newman School, and a day of 
team building activities.
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SO, WHAT CAN I STUDY?

The key to success in the Sixth Form is studying 
the right courses at the right level.

At The Saint John Henry Newman School we offer 
a diverse range of A Levels and Vocational 
qualifications. The nature of A Levels and 
Vocational Courses (BTEC and CTEC) has changed 
significantly over recent years. The A Level is now 
a linear qualification, with all exams taken at the 
end of Year 13. Vocational Courses now mix 
external assessment, including exams, with 
internal assessment.

AS Levels continue to exist, but these are a 
separate qualification. The exams are different 
from the full A Level and a student who does an 
AS Level but continues with the subject to A Level 
will be reexamined on the same content. The 
purpose of the AS Level is to encourage breadth, 
but this can also be achieved in other ways, for 
example studying an EPQ or by choosing a diverse 
range of subjects. At The Saint John Henry 
Newman School we offer a small number of AS 
Levels. 

Most students will choose three A Levels, or the 
equivalent through vocational courses, but the 
exact number of subjects a student studies will 
depend on their GCSE results and the combination 
of subjects they pick.

In order to write the timetable, these subjects will 
be grouped into option blocks which will be 
designed around the choices students applying to 
the Sixth Form make in December/January. 
Although experience shows that most of the 
courses shown will operate, the school can not 
guarantee to run a course for which there is 
insufficient demand nor guarantee all first choices.   

We intend to offer the following A 
Level courses in September 2021  

SIXTH FORM 
CURRICULUM 2021 - 2023

• Art and Design
• Biology *
• Business Studies *
• Chemistry *
• Computing *
• Dance *
• Drama and Theatre Studies
• Economics
• English Literature
• English Literature/Language
• Film Studies
• French
• Further Mathematics *
• Geography
• History
• Languages
• Mathematics *
• Music
• Religious Studies
• Physical Education
• Physics *
• Politics
• Product Design
• Psychology
• Sociology

* Available to study at AS Level

Level 3 Certificate  

• Mathematical Studies
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SIXTH FORM 
CURRICULUM 2021 - 2023

BTEC/CTEC COURSES

BTEC/CTEC Courses are practical, work-related 
courses.  You learn by completing projects and 
assignments that are based on realistic situations 
and demands.  You focus on a particular area and 
develop a range of specialist skills and 
knowledge.  BTEC/CTEC courses are available 
in the following subjects:

BTEC LEVEL 3 EXTENDED DIPLOMA
(WORTH THREE A LEVELS)

• Production Arts

BTEC LEVEL 3 DIPLOMA 
(WORTH TWO A LEVELS)

• Art and Design
• Science
• Sport

You will usually only take one A Level, or a 
BTEC Extended Certificate, alongside the Level 3 
Diploma.

BTEC LEVEL 3 EXTENDED 
CERTIFICATE
(WORTH ONE A LEVEL)

• Sport
• Music Technology
• Music Performance

CTEC LEVEL 3 DIPLOMA 
(WORTH TWO A LEVELS)

• Health and Social Care

CTEC LEVEL 3 EXTENDED 
CERTIFICATE/ INTRODUCTORY 
DIPLOMA  (WORTH ONE A LEVEL)

• Health and Social Care

GCSE COURSES 
This is to provide you with a chance to improve 
your GCSE results. Depending on how well you 
did in Year 11, you can take them with a BTEC 
course or Science courses

• English
• Mathematics

CTEC LEVEL 3 EXTENDED DIPLOMA 
(WORTH THREE A LEVELS)

• Health and Social Care

BTEC LEVEL 3 
FOUNDATION DIPLOMA 
(WORTH ONE AND A HALF A 
LEVELS)

• Production Arts
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SIXTH FORM CURRICULUM
2018 - 2020

THE A LEVEL ROUTE

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY 
REQUIREMENTS?

In order to enrol on the A Level route, we require 
you to get a best 8 APS of 5.5+, including grade 5 
in GCSE English and Maths.  If you have studied 
a subject at GCSE and wish to study it at A 
Level, a minimum of a grade 5 pass is required, 
although for some subjects this may be higher.

There are also specific entry requirements for 
individual subjects.  These are shown on the 
subject pages contained in this booklet.  Please 
read them very carefully, you have to meet 
these requirements to enrol on the course.

GCSE Foundation Level is not an adequate 
preparation to begin an A Level course in that 
particular subject.

THE VOCATIONAL ROUTE

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY 
REQUIREMENTS?

A best 8 APS of 4+, including grade 4 in GCSE 
English and Maths. You must also meet any 
specifi c entry requirements for individual courses.

3 or  4 A Level Subjects

The Extended Curriculum

Enrichment 
Activities

Leadership 
Opportunities

General 

The Extended Curriculum

Enrichment 
Activities

BTEC Level 3 
Diploma / 

double A Level

CTEC/ BTEC 
Level 3 Extended 

Certifi cate
A Level

Leadership 
Opportunities

General 

The courses listed can be taken in three diff erent combinations called routes.  
The routes and entry requirements are as follows:
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SIXTH FORM 
CURRICULUM 2021 - 2023
THE ONE YEAR ROUTE
This allows you to ‘resit’ GCSE English and 
Maths.  You will also study BTEC Science and 
follow a programme which will improve your 
employability. Successful completion of these 
courses will mean that you will be able to enrol 
on the vocational route the following year, or be 
better prepared to get a job.

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY 
REQUIREMENTS?
A best 8 APS of 3. You will also be expected to 
demonstrate the commitment to independent 
study that is central to life in the Sixth Form.

GCSE ENGLISH AND MATHS
Upon starting Year 12, you have to have 
achieved a minimum of a grade 4 in English and 
Maths. If you did not achieve a GCSE grade 4 
in English and/or Maths, you will be required 
to study GCSE English and/or Maths as part of 
your Sixth Form course.

HOW DO I CALCULATE MY BEST 8 
APS?
To work out your APS, add together all the 
points for your best 8 grades (remember Core 
and Additional Science counts as two GCSE

BTEC LEVEL 2: 
Distinction*= 8, Distinction= 7, Merit = 6, Pass = 
5

CTEC LEVEL 2: 
Distinction*= 8.5, Distinction= 7, Merit = 5.5, 
Pass = 4, 
Level 1 Distinction = 3
You then need to divide your total by 8. If you 
take fewer than 8 GCSEs, divide by the number 
of GCSEs you have actually taken.

WHAT SHOULD I THINK ABOUT WHEN I 
DECIDE WHAT COURSES TO TAKE?
When you think about possible subjects for the Sixth 
Form, try to think about these points:

• will I enjoy the course?

• will I be able to cope with the course?  If GCSE in
a subject has been a struggle, then it’s probably
not a good idea to carry on further.

• are there any special requirements for a career or
university course I want to follow?

You should not make your choice on the basis of teachers; 
it is not possible to guarantee that you will be taught by a 
particular teacher.

WHEN WILL I MAKE MY CHOICE OF MY 
PROGRAMME OF STUDY?

If you are currently a student at The Saint John Henry 
Newman School, you will have a meeting with a member of 
staff  to discuss your post-16 options in December.

If you are intending to join the Sixth Form here, you 
will make a provisional choice of course, based on your 
interests, career aspirations and predicted best 8 APS 
score.  Students who are successful in applying to join the 
Sixth Form from other institutions will be invited in to 
meet with a member of staff  in the spring term.

At this stage, this is only a provisional choice of subjects 
and courses. You are not making your final decision.  
However, knowing what your likely (or possible) choice 
of course and subjects is, will help the school to plan the 
Sixth Form curriculum for September 2021.  The 
information you provide will be used to make decisions 
on which courses we will run and to organise the Sixth 
Form timetable.

Your final choice of programme of study, and the subjects 
you want to take, will not be made until after the 
publication of GCSE results; course enrolment date to be 
confirmed.  Please ensure you can attend to fi nalise your 
course choices. It is compulsory. If you do not meet the 
entry requirements for your chosen courses you will be 
invited in for a formal interview to discuss the options 
open to you. 
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SIXTH FORM CURRICULUM
2018 - 2020

Dates for your diary (2021 Admissions)

4th December 2020 Deadline for applications

January 2021 Meetings with staff  for 
internal and external students

February 2021 Off er of places

Date to be confirmed Induction Course

26th August 2021 GCSE Results Day

Date to be confirmed Course Enrolment 
(You must be able to attend in order 
for you to fi nalise your course choices.)

Start of Term for Year 12

IMPORTANT DATES

Date to be confirmed
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THE SAINT JOHN HENRY NEWMAN SCHOOL SIXTH FORM 

Subject Requirements

APS of 5.5 including grade 5 or above in Art/Graphics/Textiles at GCSE
ART AND DESIGN

A
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This could include: Art, Craft and Design, Fine 
Art, Graphic Communication, Textile Design.

WHAT WILL I LEARN ON THIS 
COURSE? 

• The course is a direct continuation of the GCSE
course and you will therefore develop all the
skills you have been using at this level, for
example: drawing, painting and using of a range
of media in order to design and create works of
art.

• You will investigate other artists’ work. You will
investigate their work in greater depth in order to
allow this knowledge to support the development
of your own work.

• You will learn to work in a more independent
way; you will be asked to consider ways in which
your own ideas can be explored through the use
of a strong visual language which you will
develop over the period of the two year course.

• After a period of investigation, you will be able
to choose from the different endorsed titles within
the specification, for example: Fine Art, Textile
Design, Graphic Communication, etc.

WILL THIS COURSE APPEAL TO ME? 

It will if: 

• you are considering a career which in any way
involves the use of drawing, painting, designing
or photography;

• you are unsure of your future plans at this
stage but have been successful at GCSE level and
are interested in developing your skills further
because you enjoy the work, then the study of
Art & Design will be an excellent choice. If you
enjoy what you do then the work seems less like
work!

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL THIS 
COURSE PROVIDE? 

• The course gives you the opportunity to become
a creative thinker and opens up your mind to the
world of Art & Design.

• Many areas of Art & Design demand students
who can communicate through the use of visual
language:  architecture, interior design, museum
and exhibition design, photography, theatre
design, costume design, make up, jewellery,
fashion, illustration, product design, furniture
design, (the list goes on and on). The study of Art
& Design is essential in these cases.

• It will provide you with a portfolio of work
which you can then take to a university interview
to assist you in gaining a place on a creative
degree course of your choice.

• You will have the support of highly qualified
teachers who are incredibly interested in the
wider world of Art & Design and they will open
your eyes so that you approach things differently
and begin to appreciate everything you come into
contact with.

WHERE CAN I FIND OUT FURTHER 
INFORMATION? 

• You can talk to any member of the Art
Department staff, or any of the Year 12 or Year 13
Art & Design students.

• You can also look at the Pearson website.

• Visit the Art and Design section of The Saint
John Henry Newman website -
www.jhn.herts.sch.uk

SIXTH FORM COURSE INFORMATION
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THE JOHN HENRY NEWMAN SCHOOL SIXTH FORM 

Subject Requirements

APS of 5.5 including two grade 6s or above in Science and grade 6 in Maths at GCSE
BIOLOGY

B
IO

LO
G

Y

WHAT WILL I LEARN ON THIS 
COURSE? 

• The Year 12 course consists of four topics:
1. Biological  Molecules, 2. Cells, Viruses and
Reproduction of Living  Things, 3. Classification
and Biodiversity, 4. Exchange and Transport.

• In Year 13 there are six additional topics
examined at the end of the two year course: 5.
Energy for Biological Processes, 6. Microbiology
and Pathogens, 7. Modern Genetics, 8. Origins
of Genetic Variation, 9. Control Systems,  10.
Ecosystems.

• There are 16 core practicals which are
examinable in the end of course examinations.

• All ten A level topics are relevant to most
aspects of Biology as well as the ever changing
world of Biological Sciences.

• You will build upon the concepts of GCSE, for
example going into greater detail about genetic
engineering.  In addition, you will learn about
new concepts such as the ultra-structure of
eukaryotic and prokaryotic cells.

WILL THIS COURSE APPEAL TO ME? 

It will if: 

• you have a keen interest in the science of life
and the interactions that life brings;

• your knowledge of Chemistry, Mathematics
and English is sound, particularly
Mathematics, as 10% of the course is
mathematically orientated;

• you are hard-working and determined and
you learn as you progress through the course;

• you have an enquiring mind and can think
outside the box.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL THIS 
COURSE PROVIDE? 

• The course provides you with the opportunity
to study Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary Science
and Physiotherapy as well as many other courses
linked to Life Sciences.

• Biology is in a fantastic phase of development
at the moment, with many jobs opening up as
more research into genetics and stem cell
expands.

WHERE CAN I FIND OUT FURTHER 
INFORMATION? 

• The course is run by Pearson and more details
are available on the website: www.pearson.com

THE SAINT JOHN HENRY NEWMAN SCHOOL SIXTH FORM 
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Subject Requirements

    APS of of 5.5 including a grade 5 or above in English and Maths, grade 5 or above in Business if taken at GCSE
BUSINESS 

B
U
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WHAT WILL I LEARN ON THIS 
COURSE? 

• Theme 1 - Marketing and People
This unit covers how a business meets
customers' needs, the market businesses
operate in, the marketing mix, manging
people and characteristics of entrepreneurs.

• Theme 2 - Managing Business Activities
This unit looks at how a business raises and
manages finance and resources and the
external influences on a business.

• Theme 3 - Business Decisions and Strategy
This unit looks at how a business makes
decisions and then manages the change with
the business.

• Theme 4 - Global Business
This unit builds on Theme 1 but enables
students to look at these concepts in a global
market.

WILL THIS COURSE APPEAL TO ME? 

It will if: 

• you have an interest in how a business
operates;

• you enjoy studying a subject that is
relevant to your own life and experiences;

• you enjoy watching TV programmes such
as Dragons’ Den and The Apprentice;

• you regularly watch the news or read a
newspaper.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL THIS 
COURSE PROVIDE? 

• An invaluable insight into how businesses
operate - useful for all future employment roles.

• Progression to Business related degree courses
at University.

• It is suitable for someone hoping to start their
own business in the future.

WHERE CAN I FIND OUT FURTHER 
INFORMATION? 

• Visit www.pearson.com - Business 9BSO.

• Textbook - Pearson A Level Business (Book 1
and 2) by Ian Marcouse, Andrew Hammond
and Nigel Watson.

THE SAINT JOHN HENRY NEWMAN SCHOOL SIXTH FORM 

SIXTH FORM COURSE INFORMATION
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THE JOHN HENRY NEWMAN SCHOOL SIXTH FORM 

Subject Requirements

               APS of 5.5 including two grade 6s or above in Science and grade 6 in Maths at GCSE
CHEMISTRY

C
H

EM
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WHAT WILL I LEARN ON THIS 
COURSE? 

• Practical skills required to observe
and analyse substances qualitatively and
quantitatively.

• Problem solving and research skills.

• The application of Chemistry in various
real-life contexts.

• That Chemistry overlaps and supports many
other subjects such as Biology, Maths, Physics,
Art and Geography.

WILL THIS COURSE APPEAL TO ME? 

It will if: 

• you are someone who enjoys Chemistry;

• you want to explore how Chemistry overlaps
with other sciences;

• you understand chemical concepts;

• you want to know more about the atomic and
molecular world;

• you want to develop your practical skills.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL THIS 
COURSE PROVIDE? 

• It will give you the opportunity to study
courses such as Chemistry, Biochemistry,
Medicine, Pharmacy, Dentistry, Veterinary
Medicine and various other degree courses.

• You will be able to link chemical knowledge to
the wider world, and appreciate the importance
of Chemistry in modern society.

• You will develop team working skills and the
ability to work independently.

WHERE CAN I FIND OUT FURTHER 
INFORMATION? 

• http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as-a-
level-gcechemistry-b-salters-h033-h433-
from-2015/

• Ask any of our Chemistry teachers or current
Year 12 and Year 13 Chemists.

• Chemnet.rsc.org
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Subject Requirements

     APS of 5.5 and grade 5 or above in Maths and grade 6 in Computing at GCSE as appropriate
COMPUTER SCIENCE
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WHAT WILL I LEARN ON THIS 
COURSE? 

The A2 course consists of three main 
components. The two examined units are: 

• Component 01: Computer Systems – this is a
theory based unit which focuses on networking,
databases, computer memory and how
computers exchange data. This is worth 40% of
the A level.

• Component 02: Algorithms & Programming
– you will need to learn key programming
algorithms and be able to use a range of data
structures to develop your own algorithms to
solve programming based problems. This is
worth 40% of the A level.

• Component 03: Programming Project -
students will complete a project on a topic of
their choice. They could create apps, websites,
games, desktop applications or software to
interact with other hardware. This is worth
20%of the A level.

Students complete a written report for this unit.  

WILL THIS COURSE APPEAL TO ME? 

It will if: 

• you are interested in the use and applications
of computing;

• you are methodical in your approach to
problem solving;

• you are interested in learning basic
programming skills.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL THIS 
COURSE PROVIDE? 

• It can help with entry to University - to study
Computer Science or any other IT related course.

• The course is an ideal stepping stone for
a variety of job opportunities e.g. Analyst,
Programmer, Systems Engineer, Web Developer.

WHERE CAN I FIND OUT FURTHER 
INFORMATION? 

•Computer Science - H046, H446
www.ocr.org.uk.

• Textbook - OCR Computer Science for A Level
by George Rouse, Jason Pitt and Sean O’Byrne.

• Free online PDF programming guide - An
Introduction to Python by Mark Clarkson.
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Subject Requirements

APS of 4
DANCE

D
AN

CE

WHAT WILL I LEARN ON THIS 
COURSE? 

You will have the opportunity to acquire 
experience of performance and choreography 
and to engage in critical thinking about dance. 

For the Advanced Subsidiary award the focus is 
on: 

• solo choreography;

• performance of own choreography;

• performance within a duo/trio;

• training, technique, health and safety of the
dancer;

• analysis of choreography and performance
within professional repertoire.

For the Advanced Level award students have the 
opportunity to develop skills, extend and apply 
knowledge gained at Advanced Subsidiary level.  

The focus is on: 

• group choreography;

• knowledge and understanding of a specific
area of study related to the development of one
of the following: modern dance, ballet, jazz
dance;

• performance skills related to one of the specific
areas of study or to a choreographer of one of the
set works;

• training, technique, health and safety of the
dancer;

• the analytical study of one set work and its
cultural and artistic context.

WILL THIS COURSE APPEAL TO ME? 

It will if: 

• you love to perform;

• you want to work hard in order to achieve your
ultimate goal.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL THIS 
COURSE PROVIDE? 

• The opportunity to gain in-depth knowledge of
specific study areas and professional works.

• It will give you the opportunity to connect areas
of practice with your own developing skills and
theoretical understanding.

• It provides a suitable foundation for study in
higher education and for employment.

WHERE CAN I FIND OUT FURTHER 
INFORMATION? 

• Speak to Mrs Tembey or look at the course
information on the AQA website.
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Subject Requirements

            APS of 5.5 including grade 5 or above in English, grade 6 or above in Drama at GCSE is desirable
DRAMA AND THEATRE STUDIES
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WHAT WILL I LEARN ON THIS 
COURSE? 

Component 1: Devising/Internally 
examined /40% 

• You will take part in interpreting, creating
and developing a devised piece from one key
extract from a performance text and applying
the methods of one theatre practitioner.

• A group performance of the devised piece to
an invited public audience.

• A controlled assessment write up where you
will be analysing and evaluating the creative
process and devised performance, reflecting
upon ideas explored and research undertaken,
decisions made and the rationale behind them.

Component 2: Text in Performance/
Externally examined/20% 

• Performance of a monologue or a duologue to
an invited public audience.

• A group performance from a different
performance text to an invited public audience.

• Through both of these areas of focus students
will: understand social, historical and cultural
contexts, style and genres, thematic content,
develop textual understanding to communicate
well-considered and coherent interpretations of
text in performance.

Component 3: Theatre Makers in 
Practice/External Written Exam 40% 

• A live theatre evaluation.

• Page to stage: realisation of one key extract
from a performance text.

• Interpreting one complete performance text,
in light of one practitioner for a contemporary
audience.

WILL THIS COURSE APPEAL TO ME? 

It will if: 

• you have a keen interest in Drama and Theatre
Studies and the prospect of discovering more
about humanity and the  world around us
through devising and analysing texts;

• you are excited at the prospect of developing
your communication and performance skills, and
are willing to work productively and creatively in
an ensemble as well as independently;

• you are interested in developing your
knowledge of theatre history and your
understanding of the role of the Director and
Influential Theatre Practitioners.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL THIS 
COURSE PROVIDE? 

•Drama and Theatre Studies prepares you for
further academic study or training in performing
arts related occupations: Producing, Production
Management, Acting, Directing, Theatre
Management, Teaching, Researcher, Broadcasting
and Drama Therapy.

•Other professions and industries where the
transferable skills developed in A Level Drama
are used and widely accepted are: Law, HR,
Customer Service, Public Service, Commercial,
Entertainment, Travel and Media.

•It is very useful as a complement for a wide
range of other subjects in that it helps to build
confidence, improve presentation skills and
expand understanding of humanity.

•It is recognised as a significant area of study for
those who want to choose Personnel Services in
their careers, and indeed any area that requires
developed communication skills.

WHERE CAN I FIND OUT FURTHER 
INFORMATION? 
•More details on A level Theatre Studies can be
found at www.pearson.com
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Subject Requirements

APS of 5.5 including grade 5 or above in English and Maths at GCSE
ECONOMICS
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WHAT WILL I LEARN ON THIS 
COURSE? 

It doesn’t matter if you haven’t studied 
economics before. You might have an interest in 
economics and want to know more about the 
impact economics has on the world around you. 
You might want to investigate some of the stories 
you hear in the news – Why do some economies 
grow and others don’t? Will the Eurozone 
survive? Why didn’t economists predict the 
Global Financial Crisis? This course will help you 
to understand all this and more.

Economics is about choice and the impact of our 
choices on each other. It relates to every aspect of 
our lives, from the decisions we make as 
individuals or families to the structures created 
by governments and firms. An economic way of 
thinking can help you make better choices.

In Theme 1 and Theme 2 you will be introduced 
to the nature of economics, how markets work 
and why they fail. You will also consider the role 
of government and the UK economy.

In Theme 3 and Theme 4 you will explore how 
businesses grow and compete, the labour market 
and how the government intervenes to make 
markets work better. You will also explore 
international trade, inequality within and 
between countries, emerging and developing 
economies, and the public finances. You will also 
have an opportunity to consider the role and 
impact of the financial sector.

At A Level there will be three exams. Papers 1 
and 2 are worth 35% of the final qualification 
each. Paper 1 contains short-answer, data 
response and essay questions on markets and 
business behaviour – this is the content you 
study in Theme 1 and Theme 3. Paper 2 contains 
short-answer, data response and essay questions 
on the national and global economy – this is the 
content you study in Theme 2 and Theme 4. 
Paper 3 is designed to be synoptic. The questions 
in the exam – data response and essay questions 
– cover concepts and theory from the whole
course. It is worth 30% of your overall A level.

WILL THIS COURSE APPEAL TO ME? 

It will if you enjoy:
• debating economic issues such as inequality,
immigration and how we should pay for
healthcare;
• using and interpreting data to analyse
economic problems;
• discussing alternative courses of action;
• keeping up to date with national and
international trends;
• learning about theories and enjoy being able
to apply them to events outside the classroom.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL THIS 
COURSE PROVIDE? 

• A level Economics provides a firm
foundation for any university course where
Economics is a key component.

• A level Economics is widely respected by
universities and works well with a
combination of subjects such as Geography,
Politics, Maths or the Sciences.

• Economics students can follow a wide range
of careers in industry, commerce, finance and
the civil service.

WHERE CAN I FIND OUT FURTHER 
INFORMATION? 

• The Pearson Edexcel website has detailed
information on the A level Economics course
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/
qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/economics-
a-2015.html

• Take a look at “Economics Review” or
“Economics Today” in the school library.
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Subject Requirements

     APS of of 5.5 including a minimum of Grade 6 in English Literature and English Language at GCSE
ENGLISH LITERATURE
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WHAT WILL I LEARN ON THIS 
COURSE? 

• ‘Love through the Ages': By reading poetry,
prose and drama written by men and women
across the centuries, centred around the theme of
love, you will gain an understanding of how
literary ideas have changed and developed. You
will also gain maturity and empathy through
reading others' takes on what makes life tick.

• ‘Texts in Shared Contexts': By reading poetry,
prose and drama taken from 1945 to the present
day, you will explore literature’s engagement
with some of the social, political, personal and
literary issues which have helped to shape the
latter half of the 20th Century and the early
decades of the 21st Century. In other words, you
will gain real insight into your own identity.

• ‘Texts across Time’ (Non-Examined
Assessment): You will write a comparative
critical study of TWO texts. The choice of texts is
yours, although you will be prepared for a
number of possibilities; ONE of these texts must
have been written before 1900. This will develop
your powers of analysis and your ability to
structure extended writing.

• Your teachers will introduce you to a range of
writing, but you are expected to undertake wide
independent reading of your own.

WILL THIS COURSE APPEAL TO ME? 

It will if: 
• you enjoyed the reading part of English
Language and English Literature at GCSE,
including poetry and the study of Shakespeare.
It particularly appeals to those who like to
discuss the different interpretations of what they
read and those who are interested in the contexts
in which writers have worked;

• you like the idea that, from the start of the
course, you will be developing discriminating
tastes as a reader and that you will be able to
develop your ideas in detail in your writing;

• you love reading and discussing what you
have read.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL THIS 
COURSE PROVIDE? 

• The thinking and analysis you will do will help
you in other subjects and at university.

• You will be introduced to a wide range
of literature, and will gain knowledge and
understanding of how literary ideas and forms
have changed and you will develop a mature
critical approach.

• English is a great boost to career prospects, with
the skills and techniques acquired in English
preparing you for a wide range of careers and
opportunities. Both Literature and Language are
included on ‘required’ or ‘desirable’ criteria for
university entrance.

• You will get great personal growth from seeing
inside the minds of many: classmates, authors and
characters from around the world and across the
ages.

WHERE CAN I FIND OUT FURTHER 
INFORMATION? 

•The English Department

• AQA Website: Subjects / English / A-Level /
A-Level English Literature A (from 2015 onwards)
/ Specification
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Subject Requirements

APS 5.5 including a minimum of grade 6 in English Literature and English Language at GCSE

ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE
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WHAT WILL I LEARN ON THIS 
COURSE? 

• You will study a range of texts closely. You
will analyse and compare the ways in which
writers use form, structure and language to
convey meaning in a wide range of literary
and non-literary genres.

• You will explore and compare the ways in
which voices vary in speech and writing. You
will be given an Anthology of non-fiction
texts, including extracts from memoirs,
interviews and articles, and you are expected
to support your analysis with your own
reading.

• You will learn about the ways in which we
shape language every day in talking and
writing, in literature, the media and the
workplace.

• You will study two whole texts (a novel
and a play) in detail, for comparison in the
examination.

• You will craft your own writing for your
NEA (Non-Examined Assessment), based on
a fiction and non-fiction book that you have
chosen for yourself.

WILL THIS COURSE APPEAL TO ME? 

It will if: 

• you have enjoyed all aspects of GCSE English
study, and you would like to learn more about
the process of writing. You will be looking at a
wide range of texts, both written and spoken,
with a particular focus on language;

• you enjoy developing personal tastes in your
reading;

• you want to learn more about how to express
yourself and how to think critically about the
world around you.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL THIS 
COURSE PROVIDE? 

• You will discuss the way language changes over
time and how texts are created and crafted using
grammatical terms, and knowledge of grammar
will be helpful in your own writing for the rest of
your life!

• English is a great boost to career prospects with
the skills and techniques acquired in English
preparing you for a wide range of careers and
opportunities. Research shows that companies
value communication, collaboration, critical
thinking, independence, adaptability and
resilience; English teaches all of these. Literature
and Language are included on ‘required’ or
‘desirable’ criteria for university entrance.

WHERE CAN I FIND OUT FURTHER 
INFORMATION? 

• From the English Department.

• From the Pearson website: Subjects /
English / A-Levels / English Language and
Literature (from 2015 onwards) / Specification
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WHAT WILL I LEARN ON THIS 
COURSE? 
Film Studies promotes independent thought 
and develops media-literate students, who are 
able to critically analyse representation in the 
media, including geographical and historical 
contexts, through the medium of film. In an 
increasingly media-saturated world, this 
course will help you develop a critical 
understanding of the modern world.

The course will develop your appreciation and 
understanding of:

• the significance of film and film practice in
national, global and historical context,
including social, cultural, political and
technological contexts;

• the 'language' of film and the process of
'reading' a film;

• how films create meaning and produce
emotional responses;

• how to create your own short film and
screen play;

• the history of film and the development of
film industry;

• the messages, values and representations
made in film, through study of British and
American cinema and independent films;

• world cinema and its cultural diversity;

• award-winning directors, producers and
their films.

You will develop your analytical skills, 
allowing you to become confident readers of 
narrative, genre, aesthetics and spectatorship. 
Using critical frameworks, you will learn how 
to evaluate representation and meaning in 
film.

WILL THIS COURSE APPEAL TO ME? 

It will if: 

• you enjoy watching, discussing and
analysing a range of different films from the
past to the present;

• you enjoy expressing your own opinions,
debating ideas and collaborating with others;

• you wan to learn how to critically evaluate
representation in film and media

• you are looking to work in the film, media
or creative industry;

• you are eager to learn more about film
production and how to create your own short
film and screen play.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL THIS 
COURSE PROVIDE? 

• You can progress to Film and Media related
courses at university, and then on to work
within the industry. Twenty five  Russell
Group universities offer Film- related courses
from Undergrad to PHD level, including
Cambridge, UCL, Durham, Warwick and
Cardiff.

• Studying Film provides you with a
combination of theoretical and technical skills
that you can apply to a wide range of jobs in
creative industries such as Media Production,
Location Management, Creative Writing,
Production Design, Advertising and
Marketing, Journalism and Teaching.

WHERE CAN I FIND OUT 
FURTHER INFORMATION? 

• Speak to Ms Donachie or visit https://
www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/film-
studies/as-a-level

FILM STUDIES Subject Requirements

     APS of of 5.5 including a minimum of Grade 5 in English Literature and English Language at GCSE
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Subject Requirements

     APS of 5.5 including a minimum of Grade 5 in Geography at GCSE
GEOGRAPHY

WHAT WILL I LEARN ON THIS 
COURSE? 

• Geography is the study of the Earth’s
landscapes, people and places. It recognises the
great differences in cultures, political systems,
economics, and environments across the world
and the links between them.

• The course includes a wide variety of topics,
some sections will build on GCSE knowledge
but others will be new to all learners. These
include globalisation, regeneration, earthquakes,
volcanoes, glaciation, the water cycle, the carbon
cycle, superpowers and global development.

• In Year 12 students will take part in a
residential field trip to Snowdonia, Wales.
This will be used to prepare them for the
Independent Investigation element of the course.
In Year 13 students also visit London for a day of
fieldwork.

WILL THIS COURSE APPEAL TO ME? 

It will if: 

• you are interested in the world you live in, the
Earth’s people, the features of the Earth and how
they are formed;

• you want to take part in practical enquiry, and
you are concerned about challenging issues that
face your generation, such as how to regenerate
our cities; climate change; and the impact of
migration.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL THIS 
COURSE PROVIDE? 

• Most employers stress the importance of
skills such as being able to write clearly, analyse
information, solve problems, present graphic
data, argue logically and work both alone and
as part of a team. These skills are central to
Geography.

• Geography leads to specific careers such as
cartography, meteorology, town and country
planning, tourism and travel, working for the
Environment Agency or the National Trust, river
management, landscape architecture and
transport and civil engineering.

• Geographers are also found in many areas of
business, management, banking, accountancy,
marketing, administration, scientific and
information services and in a wide variety of civil
service careers.

WHERE CAN I FIND OUT FURTHER 
INFORMATION? 

• Speak to your Geography Teacher

• Search ‘Edexcel Geography A level 2019’
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Subject Requirements
APS 5.5 including grade 6 or above at GCSE in English and/or grade 6 in History, 

it is possible to study A Level History without studying GCSE History
HISTORY

WHAT WILL I LEARN ON THIS 
COURSE? 

• Britain, 1930-1997. You will look at the causes,
course and impact of WWII, with a specific focus
on the, often controversial, role of Churchill. You
will also study Britain, 1951-1997. You will look
at how Britain became a multicultural society;
you will look at impact of political and economic
change; you will study the growth of
independence within the former British Empire
and you will study key foreign policy events
such as Falklands Conflict and the Gulf War

• French Revolution and Napoleon, 1774-1815.
You will study the reasons for the overthrow of
the monarchy in France in 1789; why the
revolution turned violent; the rise of Napoleon;
the Napoleonic Wars and the reasons for the fall
of Napoleon.

• Civil Rights in the USA, 1865-1992. You will
make a thematic and synoptic study of the factors
which encouraged and discouraged change in
this period for different marginalised groups in
American society: women, Native American
Indians, trade unions and African Americans.
You will have a specific focus on the impacts of
the New Deal and Malcolm X and the Black
Power Movement.

• An independent coursework study. This non-
examined assessment is worth 20% of the overall
grade and covers many of the skills which are
covered in the EPQ. It teaches independent study
and research, on a topic of the learner’s choice.

WILL THIS COURSE APPEAL TO ME? 

It will if: 

you wish to be taught by knowledgeable and 
experienced teachers who have a real passion 
for all aspects of history;
you wish to spend lesson time in stimulating 
debate;
• you wish to discuss a variety of possible
answers, rather than having to find the single 
‘right’ answer;

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL THIS 
COURSE PROVIDE? 

WHERE CAN I FIND OUT FURTHER 
INFORMATION? 
• www.ocr.org.uk

• Please speak to any member of the History
department.

THE SAINT JOHN HENRY NEWMAN SCHOOL SIXTH FORM 

• you wish to develop your knowledge and
understanding of history and historical ideas;
• you wish to study how countries and regimes
develop;
• You wish to understand how societies are reformed
and the impact on ‘ordinary people’;
• you wish to study major, and often controversial
political figures such as Malcolm X, Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, Napoleon, Churchill and Thatcher
• you wish to develop your thinking skills and ask the
questions that will lead you to be able to think in new 
ways;
• you wish to develop your written skills and your
ability to think for yourself.

• A Level History is respected and advocated by all
the Russell Group universities and Oxbridge.
• History is a facilitating subject for many degrees, not
just Humanities and Social Science degrees. It is 
especially relevant for Law.
• For many years, the History Department has run a
very successful bi-annual trip to Russia. There are 
plans to arrange a combined History/Politics trip to 
America in the future.
• A Level History complements all other A Levels but
is particularly relevant for Politics, where the studies 
of modern Britain and the American civil rights 
movements tally with the UK and US components and 
the ideas of the French Revolution support the 
ideologies element.
• The skills developed through A Level History will
support other essay-based subjects, such as English 
and Social Sciences.
• The ideas and concepts covered in A Level History
specifically complement ideas covered in Sociology, 
Economics, Psychology and RPE.
• You will write a piece of coursework which is very
similar to both the EPQ and the style of work expected 
by universities.
• You will gain many of these transferable skills that
provide an excellent foundation for many careers 
including journalism, law, teaching, business and 
economics.
• Students of History have a great record of success in
rising to senior positions in British management.
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Subject Requirements

     APS of 5.5 including grade 7 or above in your chosen language and grade 5 or above in English at GCSE
LANGUAGES (FRENCH AND SPANISH)

WHAT WILL I LEARN ON THIS 
COURSE? 

• You will develop your communication skills,
use the language in different contexts and be
imaginative with your use of language.

• Your studies will cover a range of stimulating
and absorbing topics with contemporary, literary
and cultural content related to the country/
countries where the language is spoken. You will
study a film and a text, chosen to stimulate your
interests.

WILL THIS COURSE APPEAL TO ME? 

It will if: 

• you want to develop your language skills
further;

• you want to extend your learning about
different cultures, media, and ways of life, or
business and travel, literature, journalism and
the media;

• you want to research further your own interest
through your chosen language.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL THIS 
COURSE PROVIDE? 

• Specialist teaching in small groups enables
greater learning and progression.

• You will have dedicated oral lessons on a
weekly basis.

• It will offer good prospects both in further
education and in the business world.

WHERE CAN I FIND OUT FURTHER 
INFORMATION? 

• Visit AQA at www.aqa.org.uk/qual/gce.php
you should then scroll down, click on the required
language and visit the Student Guide.
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Subject Requirements

APS of 5.5 including grade 7 or above in Maths GCSE
MATHEMATICS

WHAT WILL I LEARN ON THIS 
COURSE? 

In both years you will study a mixture of Pure 
Maths, Statistics and Mechanics. 

WILL THIS COURSE APPEAL TO ME? 

It will if: 

• you enjoyed Mathematics at GCSE;

• you enjoy the challenge of puzzles;

• you like patterns, the feeling of ‘completion’ or
getting the ‘right’ answer.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL THIS 
COURSE PROVIDE? 

Maths is one of the best subjects to develop your 
analytical, research and problem solving skills. 
Skills that Maths helps to develop include the 
following:

• critical thinking

• problem solving

• analytical thinking

• quantitative reasoning

• manipulating precise and intricate ideas

• construct logical arguments and expose
illogical arguments

• communication

• time management

• teamwork

• independence

• According to the Russell Group Informed
Choices guide, Maths is a ‘facilitating’ subject,
which means that it will help you to study other
subjects at university and pursue lots of
different careers.

• Maths directly supports the study of subjects
like Physics, Chemistry, Engineering, IT, 
Economics, Business and Biology which in turn 
can help with your Maths revision.  But studying 
Maths alongside an essay subjects like English or 
History can help keep your options open for more 
jobs and uni courses.

WHERE CAN I FIND OUT FURTHER 
INFORMATION? 

• The Specification can be found at

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/308723-
specification-accredited-a-level-gce-mathematics-
a-h240.pdf

• Wherecanstemtakeyou.co.uk
Find out more about what you can do with skills
in Maths, Engineering, Technology and Science
subjects.

• Mathscareers.org.uk
Information about the many fascinating careers
that studying mathematics can lead to. Interviews
with people who took mathematics-related
degrees, explaining their career pathway and what
they now do.

• http://www.furthermaths.org.uk/fmincareer
Lots of information on Further Maths and were
that can take you.

• https://plus.maths.org/content/
Interviews with people who took mathematics-
related degrees, explaining their career pathway
and what they now do.
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Subject Requirements

  APS of 5.5 including grade 8 or above in Maths GCSE and enrolled on the Mathematics A level 
FURTHER MATHEMATICS

WHAT WILL I LEARN ON THIS 
COURSE? 

All learners will study the content of the pure 
core Mathematics. Learners will also study two 
areas from optional paper areas, Statistics, 
Mechanics, Discrete Mathematics and 
Additional Pure Mathematics.

The optional papers will be a choice of two 
from Statistics, Mechanics and Decision Maths, 
depending on which is the most appropriate 
combination in any given year. The final 
decision will rest with the Subject Leader.

WILL THIS COURSE APPEAL TO ME? 

It will if: 
• you enjoyed Mathematics at GCSE;

• you enjoy the challenge of puzzles;

• you like patterns, the feeling of ‘completion’
or getting the ‘right’ answer.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL THIS 
COURSE PROVIDE? 

Maths is one of the best subjects to develop your 
analytical, research and problem solving skills. 
Skills that Maths helps to develop include the 
following:

• critical thinking

• problem solving

• analytical thinking

• quantitative reasoning

• manipulating precise and intricate ideas

• construct logical arguments and expose
illogical arguments

• communication

• time management

• teamwork

• independence

• According to the Russell Group informed
choices guide, Maths is a ‘facilitating’ subject,
which means that it will help you to study lots
of other subjects at university and pursue lots of
different careers.

• Maths directly supports the study of subjects
like Physics, Chemistry, Engineering, IT,
Economics, Business and Biology which in turn
can help with your Maths revision.  But studying
Maths alongside an essay subjects like English or
History can help keep your options open for more
jobs and university courses.

WHERE CAN I FIND OUT FURTHER 
INFORMATION? 

• The Specification can be found at:

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/308752-
specification-accredited-a-level-gce-further-
mathematics-a-h245.pdf
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Subject Requirements
This is for students who have passed GCSE at grade 4 or above but have decided not to study ALevel Mathematics 

MATHS STUDIES LEVEL 3 MATHS QUALIFICATION 
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WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL THIS 
COURSE PROVIDE? 

The skills developed in Mathematics are 
increasingly important in the work place 
and higher education. Universities have 
welcomed the Core Maths qualification, as 
students will be better equipped with the 
mathematical skills required for many 
degree courses.

WHERE CAN I FIND OUT FURTHER 
INFORMATION? 

The specification can be found at:

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/
mathematics/specifications/AQA-1350-
SP-2014.PDF

WHAT WILL I LEARN ON THIS 
COURSE? 

• Core Maths builds upon and strengthens
the existing skills developed during their
GCSE maths course.

• There is a sharper focus on problem-
solving and using and applying
mathematics to solve problems relevant to
your everyday life. This includes finance
applications of mathematics, as well as
further statistical ideas that can support
work in other subjects such as Psychology,
Business Studies, Geography, Sociology,
Economics and Biology.

Core Maths is a one year course and gains the same UCAS points as an AS

WILL THIS COURSE APPEAL TO ME? 

It will if: 

• you enjoyed maths at GCSE;

• you want to find out how maths is used
in jobs and the outside world;

• you don't want to do a Maths A Level,
but are studying another subject that uses
maths or statistics.
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Subject Requirements 

APS of 5.5 including grade 6 or above in Music at GCSE
MUSIC
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WHAT WILL I LEARN ON THIS 
COURSE? 

The A Level Music course is an exciting course 
which brings performing, composing and 
listening together in an integrated approach. 
You will study the craft of performing and will 
prepare for a recital at the end of your study. 
This will be a solo recital on your preferred 
instrument. You will work on compositions 
of varying styles and will complete a film 
composition to a film clip of your choice.

• Instrumental music of Haydn, Mozart and
Beethoven

• Popular song: Blues, Jazz, swing and big band

• Instrumental jazz from 1910 to the present day

• Religious music of Bach, Purcell and Handel

• Programme music 1820 - 1910

• Innovations in music from 1900 to the present
day

WILL THIS COURSE APPEAL TO ME? 

It will if: 

• you enjoy performing music;

• you are a good reader of music;

• you enjoy discussing both Classical and Jazz
music using higher level thinking in relation to
music theory;

• you are up to at least Grade 5 on one
instrument.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL THIS 
COURSE PROVIDE? 

• Music prepares you for the academic rigour of
any degree level course.

• It also builds the independent learning skills
required for success in whatever path you follow
after sixth form.

• It will prepare you as a performer in higher
education.

• It will prepare you as a composer in higher
education.

• It will prepare you as a musicologist, capable of
analysing music at a high level.

• Many students who have taken this course have
gone on to study music at some of the most
prtigous conservatoires.

WHERE CAN I FIND OUT FURTHER 
INFORMATION? 

• You can take a look at the OCR Website

• You can ask the Music staff for clarification on
these points

• Speak to students who have taken the course
previously
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Subject Requirements

APS of of 5.5 including grade 6 or above in PE at GCSE
PHYSICAL EDUCATION

P
H

YS
IC

A
L 

ED
U

C
A

TI
O

N

WHAT WILL I LEARN ON THIS 
COURSE? 

• Anatomy, Exercise and Sport Physiology

• Socio-cultural and Historical Studies

• Acquiring Movement Skills and Sports
Psychology

• Performing, Coaching or Officiating from one
chosen sport

WILL THIS COURSE APPEAL TO ME? 

It will if: 

• you demonstrate practical competence and
are highly committed to sport both inside and
outside of school;

• you have a very strong interest in sport and
enjoyed the theory elements of the GCSE
course;

• you are committed to the independent study
necessary to fulfil the course requirements.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL THIS 
COURSE PROVIDE? 

• It can be a stepping stone into courses at
university such as Sports Science, Leisure,
Teaching, Psychology and Physiotherapy, as
well as analysing data relevant to sport.

• It can help you to pursue a career in sport such
as coaching, personal training, leisure
management, etc.

• You develop transferable skills of leadership,
communication, co-operation and teamwork –all
vital qualities in any career or job.

WHERE CAN I FIND OUT FURTHER 
INFORMATION? 

• Please feel to speak to one of the PE department.
We are all very friendly and willing to answer any
questions!

• Talking to students who have either taken or are
currently taking the course is also an extremely
valuable way of gaining further information.
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Subject Requirements

APS 5.5 including two grade 6s or above in Science and a grade 6 in Maths at GCSE
PHYSICS
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WHAT WILL I LEARN ON THIS 
COURSE? 

• You will build on your knowledge of the laws
of Physics, applying understanding to areas
from sub-atomic particles to the entire universe.

Module 1: Development of Practical Skills

Module 2: Foundations of Physics

Module 3: Forces and Motion

Module 4: Electrons, Waves, and Photons

Module 5: Newtonian World and Astrophysics

Module 6: Particles and Medical Physics

• All units are relevant to classical Physics as
well as the ever evolving world of Physics.

• You will gain a wide knowledge and practical
skill base as well as the ability to apply those
skills to situations relevant to the world around
you.

WILL THIS COURSE APPEAL TO ME? 

It will if: 

• you have a keen interest in all aspects
of Physics and a working knowledge of
Mathematics;

• you are hardworking and determined and
learn as you progress through the course;

• you are looking for both breadth and depth in
your studies.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL THIS 
COURSE PROVIDE? 

• A Level Physics can lead to a wide range of
careers. This includes Applied Physics,
Astrophysics, Geophysics, Material technology,
Forensic science, Engineering, Meteorology,
Medical Physics. It is also complementary with
intended careers in Medicine, Mathematics,
Computing, Finance, Law, Accountancy and
many more areas.

• Some students may choose Physics simply
because they enjoy it or because they know that it
is highly regarded by universities as a test for
problem-solving ability and logical thought. The
ability to work in groups as well as independently
is paramount to your development during the
course.

• Physics also provides a wonderful skill base for
methodical thought processes and accurate
practical work and problem solving.

WHERE CAN I FIND OUT FURTHER 
INFORMATION? 

• www.ocr.org.uk - Specification A

• Please speak to Miss Moles or any other person
in the Physics Department.
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Subject Requirements

APS of 5.5 including grade 6 or above in English and/or grade 6 in History at GCSE
POLITICS
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WHAT WILL I LEARN ON THIS 
COURSE? 

A level Politics involves the study of:
• the nature of politics and how people engage
in the political process in the UK;

• different political ideologies: liberalism,
conservatism and socialism, plus a depth study
of another political idea e.g. nationalism or
anarchism;

• the way in which the UK is governed;

• the government and politics of the USA;

• how American people engage in the political
process and the impact this has;

• the differences and similarities between the US
and UK political systems.

The A Level consists of three exams: the first 
paper covers UK politics and core political ideas; 
paper 2 is on UK government and the depth 
study; paper 3 covers the government and 
politics of the USA and comparative politics. All 
questions require an essay-based response. 

WILL THIS COURSE APPEAL TO ME? 

It will if: 
• you wish to ask questions like: Is our electoral
system fair? How democratic is Britain? Are 
referendums the best way to decide complex 
issues? Is the American President the most 
powerful man in the world? Are all socialists 
committed to equality? Why are student tuition 
fees so expensive? Why are issues like 
immigration, race, gun control and abortion so 
divisive?
• you wish to spend lessons in thought-
provoking and stimulating debate;
• you wish to study a subject that is very current
and looking at the issues of today;
• you wish to understand better what is
happening right now in the modern world;
• you wish to ask open-ended questions that
don’t have a ‘right’ answer;
• you wish to be taught by knowledgeable and
experienced teachers who have a real passion for
politics;

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL THIS 
COURSE PROVIDE? 

• A Level Politics is respected and welcomed by
all the Russell Group universities and Oxbridge.
• Politics is a facilitating subject for many degrees,
especially Humanities and Social Science degrees. 
It is particularly relevant for Journalism and Law.
• There are plans to arrange a combined History/
Politics trip to America in the future.
• A Level Politics complements all other A Levels
but is particularly relevant for History, where the 
studies of the British and American political 
systems complement the modern Britain and the 
American Civil Rights courses and the routes of 
the core ideologies can be found in the French 
Revolution.
• The skills developed through A Level Politics
will support other essay-based subjects, such as 
History, English and Social Sciences. The ideas 
and concepts covered in A Level Politics 
specifically complement ideas covered in History, 
Sociology, Economics and RPE.
• Most employers stress the importance of skills
such as being able to write clearly, analyse and 
evaluate information, presenting, debating and 
making clear reasoned judgments. You will gain 
many of these transferable skills that provide an 
excellent foundation for many careers including 
journalism, law, teaching, business and economics.
• Students of Politics have a great record of
success in rising to senior positions in British 
government, the civil service and management.

WHERE CAN I FIND OUT FURTHER 
INFORMATION? 
• https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/
subjects/politics.html
• Please speak to Mr Tucker, Mrs Naylor or any
other member of the History department.
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• you wish to develop your knowledge and
understanding of politics;
• you wish to develop your thinking skills;
• you wish to understand the history of Britain
and America more;
• you wish to ask the questions that will lead you
to be able to think in new ways;
• you wish to develop your written skills and
your ability to think for yourself;
You do not need to hold any political views to 
study A Level Politics but, if you do, you will be 
encouraged to test and challenge your ideas and 
to evaluate them in the light of current thinking.
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Subject Requirements
APS 5.5PRODUCT DESIGN
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WHAT WILL I LEARN ON THIS 
COURSE? 

• This creative and thought-provoking
qualification gives you the practical skills,
theoretical knowledge and confidence to succeed
in a number of careers, especially those in the
creative industries.

• You will investigate historical, social, cultural,
environmental and economic influences
on design and technology, whilst enjoying
opportunities to put your learning in to practice
by producing products of your choice.

• You will gain a real understanding of what it
means to be a designer, alongside the knowledge
and skills sought by higher education and
employers.

WILL THIS COURSE APPEAL TO ME? 

It will if: 

• you like a challenge;

• you enjoy making, using a variety of materials
and processes;

• you want to pursue a career in designing.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL THIS 
COURSE PROVIDE? 

•You will have the chance to study the work of
current designers.

•It will help prepare you for a University course
in a range of subjects such as Product Design,
Architecture and Engineering.

•You create a real product that will be used in a
real setting by a real client.

•It is a respected STEM subject with close links
to engineering.

WHERE CAN I FIND OUT FURTHER 
INFORMATION? 

• We use AQA Product Design syllabus, details of
which can be found on their website.

• Mrs Gallagher or Mr Crafter will be available to
answer any questions.
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Subject Requirements

APS of 5.5 including grade 5 in Mathematics and grade 6 in English and Science at GCSE
PSYCHOLOGY
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WHAT WILL I LEARN ON THIS 
COURSE? 

• You will consider how people develop mental
disorders and what treatments are available.

• You will explore why people are willing to
conform so easily to social pressure or to blindly
obey someone in a position of authority.

• You will consider what happens to children if
they are brought up without loving parents.

• You will explore ideas such as: is witness
testimony a reliable source of evidence following
a crime?

WILL THIS COURSE APPEAL TO ME? 

It will if: 

• you are ready to work extremely hard to
achieve your potential;

• you are interested in why you behave the way
you do and often find yourself questioning the
behaviour of others;

• you are a keen, independent learner and are
motivated to read widely - beyond the barriers
of the specification.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL THIS 
COURSE PROVIDE? 

• Psychology opens doors to a vast array of
careers: business, media, education, nursing,
anything involving working with people.

• You develop a better understanding of
yourself and others which has the potential to
enrich your life.

• You develop many transferable skills which are
essential in order to be successful in higher
education: e.g. the ability to analyse and interpret
complicated information, to create a balanced
argument, to draw logical conclusions, conditions
necessary for subjectivity and objectivity and the
ability to draw synoptic links.

WHERE CAN I FIND OUT FURTHER 
INFORMATION? 

• Come and find Miss Hunter or visit
www.bps.org.uk

ALEVEL SPECIFICATION AT A 
GLANCE

Paper 1 
Introductory topics in Psychology: Social 
influence, Memory, Attachment and 
Psychopathology.

Paper 2
Psychology in context: Approaches, 
Biopsychology and Research methods.

Paper 3
Issues and optional in Psychology: Issues and 
debates, Gender, Schizophrenia and Aggression.
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Subject Requirements 

APS of 5.5 including grade 6 or above in RE and grade 5 in English at GCSE
RELIGIOUS STUDIES
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WHAT WILL I LEARN ON THIS COURSE? 
The Christianity module of this course focuses on New 
Testament Studies and includes the study of;

• Textual interpretation of the Fourth Gospel including;
issues surrounding authorship, dating, ‘signs’ and ‘I am
sayings’, conflict between Jesus and the religious
authorities and the Prologue
• The relationship between the three Gospels; Matthew,
Luke and Mark; the debate surrounding which Gospel
was written first and how the Gospels came to be
• Textual interpretation of Prophecy and beliefs
surrounding the Messiah and how these are expressed
in the Gospel of Matthew’s Infancy Narratives.
• Examination of the religious, historical and political
climate of the 1st century and the Jewish religious
groups in particular
• The interpretation of the Bible; how should this be
carried out? An evaluation of scholarly arguments
• Textual interpretation of Luke’s Gospel; including the
teachings on the Kingdom of God, the symbolism in the
death and resurrection of Jesus and finally the ethical
teachings of Jesus
• An evaluation of scholarly views on the resurrection
of Jesus; was it a historical event?
The Philosophy of Religion module of the course
includes the study of:
• philosophical issues and questions raised by religion
and belief including the nature and influence of
religious experience;
• challenges to religious belief such as the problems of
evil and suffering;
• philosophical language and thought through
significant concepts and the works of key thinkers;
• how views of religious language have changed over
time;
• students will engage with arguments and debates on
religious and non-religious views on the existence of
God
• They will analyse and evaluate particular viewpoints
of thinkers who have contributed to
• how the study of ethics has, over time, influenced and
been influenced by developments in religious beliefs
and practices, the philosophy of religion and/or textual
interpretation.
• three ethical theories and evaluate their use and
continued relevance
• the value of appealing to religious views to solve
ethical issues and the relationship between religion and
morality
• medical issues and the debates surrounding the
beginning and end of life
• an analysis and evaluation of two scholars in the
study of Deontology

WILL THIS COURSE APPEAL TO ME? 
It will if: 

• you are naturally curious; ‘philosophy’ means ‘the
love of wisdom’! It is likely to affect the thinking you
do and the kind of person you are, so you need to be
brave;

• you are enthusiastic and confident in advancing your
own understanding through discussion and debate and
open to having your assumptions and opinions
challenged, then you will enjoy the nature of the
Religious Studies course.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL THIS 
COURSE PROVIDE? 
Much of what is learned in Religious Studies can 
be applied to any other discipline. This is because it 
touches on so many subjects and, especially, because 
many of its methods are transferable to any field.  
Students do not just learn through reading and writing, 
but through theological, philosophical and ethical 
dialogue.

• Religious Studies will develop your general problem
solving skills as it will help you to analyse concepts,
definitions, arguments and problems. It will also
contribute to your ability to organise ideas and issues,
deal with questions of value and to extract what is
essential from vast quantities of information.

• Religious Studies will prepare you to study
Philosophy, Ethics, Theology, or Religious Studies at
degree level or it can support other courses including
Psychology, Sociology, Law, History and Politics.
PPE (Philosophy, Politics and Economics) remains a
popular choice at universities.

WHERE CAN I FIND OUT FURTHER 
INFORMATION? 

• https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/
pdf/A%20Level/Religious%20Studies/2016/
Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/
Specification_GCE_A_Level_in_Religious_Studies.pdf
• https://philosophydungeon.weebly.com/new-
testament-studies.html - this contains information on
all three areas of study • An informative ‘one-stop’
website is www. philosophicalinvestigations.co.uk,
where you can read about some of the topics covered
in Philosophy and Ethics.
• Speak to a member of the RE department.
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Subject Requirements

APS of of 5.5 including grade 5 or above in English at GCSE
SOCIOLOGY
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WHAT WILL I LEARN ON THIS 
COURSE? 

• Sociology will provide you with many ways of
viewing society.

• It will open your eyes to different cultures,
lifestyles, belief systems and values that exist in
the world today.

• You will look beyond common sense
assumptions about society as Sociology helps
you to develop an objective approach, where
you learn to evaluate evidence before coming to
a reasoned conclusion.

A level specification at a glance

• Component 1

Education with Theory and Methods 2 hour 
written exam

• Component 2

Topics in Sociology (Families and Households 
and Beliefs in Society) 2 hour written exam.

• Component 3

Crime and Deviance with Theory and Methods 2 
hour written exam

WILL THIS COURSE APPEAL TO ME? 

It will if: 

• you are interested in the world in which we live
and how it has evolved;

• you enjoy discussion and expressing a
viewpoint;

• you are prepared to work independently and
enjoy reading newspapers and researching and
analysing a range of contemporary issues.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL THIS 
COURSE PROVIDE? 

• Sociology offers a wide range of opportunities
at degree level and beyond.

• Many students of Sociology gain employment
in the commercial, industrial and public sector.

• Many Sociology students also go on to study
Law at university or combine a Sociology degree
with Psychology, Criminology or Education
Studies.

WHERE CAN I FIND OUT FURTHER 
INFORMATION? 

• Ask those who have already studied the subject
and see what they have to say.

• Come and speak to Mrs Younger – her office is
next to 12B.

• Look on the AQA website to find out about the
course content and how it is examined in more
detail.
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Subject Requirements
National Diploma (Double) - APS of 4 plus two grades of 5 in GCSE Science  

BTEC LEVEL 3 DIPLOMA  IN APPLIED SCIENCE
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WHAT WILL I LEARN ON THIS 
COURSE? 

• You will gain a deeper understanding of
Biology, Chemistry and Physics.

• You will develop a wide range of practical
skills by carrying out laboratory tasks, planning
investigations, collecting, analysing and
presenting data, and reviewing and refining the
methodology of practical and laboratory based
work.

• You will see how the science you learn in
lessons can be useful in employment in a
science-based field of work.

WILL THIS COURSE APPEAL TO ME? 

It will if: 

• you would like to study Science in a practical,
interactive and applied way;

• you would like to develop hands-on
experience of real world scenarios, developing
your life skills;

• you wish to pursue a Science-related career.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL THIS 
COURSE PROVIDE? 

• You will be able to use the qualification to
progress to higher education, with a view to
working in the applied science sector.

• Employers will recognise that this qualification
has put you in a good position to start work.
It will therefore make you more appealing to
employers if you decide to go directly into
employment after the sixth form.

• You will become an independent learner, able to
produce good work to tight deadlines, whilst
working in groups with other students in a
collaborative way.

• You will be well prepared with the skills you
need for life beyond school.

WHERE CAN I FIND OUT FURTHER 
INFORMATION? 

• Come and speak to Mr Losty or any member of
the BTEC teaching staff in the Science
Department.

• You can visit the Pearson website https://
qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/
btec-nationals/applied-science-2016.html
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Subject Requirements
     APS of 4 including grade 6 or above in Art/Graphics/Textiles at GCSE

BTEC LEVEL 3 NATIONAL DIPLOMA IN  
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WHAT WILL I LEARN ON THIS 
COURSE? 

• You will develop your skills in drawing,
painting and design in both two and three
dimensions, for example: textiles, fashion,
architecture, jewellery, etc.

• You will be introduced to a much wider range
of materials and techniques in order to develop
your creative skills.

• Your thinking skills as well as your practical
skills, will be developed and enhanced, as will
your organisational skills, due to the fact that
you will be working on more than one brief at
any one time; this allows for cross fertilisation of
ideas and therefore more exciting outcomes.

• Your knowledge of a wider range of artists,
designers and crafts people will be enhanced
through your studies on this course.

• The course consists of a combination of
internal and external units.

WILL THIS COURSE APPEAL TO ME? 

It will if: 

• you know you definitely want to work in the
creative industry in some way, be it as an artist,
illustrator, fashion buyer, stylist, jeweller, interior
designer, architect, photographer, footwear
designer - the list is endless. This course is an
absolute must for these career choices and you
should enjoy the whole experience the course has
to offer over the two year period;

• you are unsure about where you see your
career taking you but have enjoyed your studies
in Art & Design, Graphics or Textiles at GCSE
level, if so you will not be disappointed in what
you go on to learn during this course.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL THIS 
COURSE PROVIDE? 

• The course is an excellent way of developing
you as a creative individual. It gives you a
grounding for further study.

• It will provide you with a portfolio of work
which you can then take to a university interview
to assist you in gaining a place on a creative
degree course of your choice.

• You will have the support of highly qualified
teachers who are incredibly interested in the
wider world of Art & Design and they will open
your eyes so that you approach things differently
and begin to appreciate everything you come into
contact with.

WHERE CAN I FIND OUT FURTHER 
INFORMATION? 

• You can talk to any member of the Art
Department staff or any of the Year 12 or Year 13
Art & Design students. You can also look at the
Edexcel website.

• Visit the Art and Design section of The Saint
John Henry Newman website -
www.jhn.herts.sch.uk
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Subject Requirements
                                                         APS of 4 including grade 4 or above in English and Mathematics at GCSE

CTEC LEVEL 3 CAMBRIDGE TECHNICAL DIPLOMA IN HEALTH 
AND SOCIAL CARE
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WHAT WILL I LEARN ON THIS 
COURSE? 

Extended Certificate in Health and Social Care 
(equivalent to one A level)

• Four mandatory units
• Two optional units
The mandatory units are:
• Building positive relationships in health and
social care (coursework)
• Equality, diversity and rights in health and
social care (exam)
• Health, safety and security in health and
social care (exam)
• Anatomy and physiology for health and
social care (exam)

Technical Diploma in Health and Social 
Care (equivalent to two A levels)

• Seven mandatory units

• Five optional units
The mandatory units are:

• Building positive relationships in health and
social care (coursework)

• Equality, diversity and rights in health and
social care (exam)

• Health, safety and security in health and
social care (exam)

• Anatomy and physiology for health and
social care (exam)

• Infection control (coursework)

• Personalisation and a person-centred
approach to care (exam)

• Safeguarding (exam)

WILL THIS COURSE APPEAL TO ME?
It will if:

• you like to learn in a vocational context;

• you have an interest in health and social care
matters.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL THIS 
COURSE PROVIDE? 

This course will provide students with the skills 
and knowledge to progress into employment or 
apprenticeship in the health and social care sector. 
It will also provide a route into higher education 
on a health and social care related programme 
such as Health and Social Care, Nursing, 
Midwifery, Social Work or Early Years Childhood 
Studies. 

WHERE CAN I FIND OUT FURTHER 
INFORMATION? 

• You can talk to Mrs Taylor or visit the OCR
website.

Level 3 Cambridge Technical Extended 
Diploma in Health and Social Care 
For this triple qualification, a learner must complete 
a minimum of 1080 GLH (guided learning hours). 
They must achieve the ten mandatory units totalling 
690 GLH and optional units totalling a minimum of 
390 GLH. The mandatory content contributes 64% to 
the qualification grade.

The Mandatory units are:
• Building positive relationships in health and social
care – coursework
• Equality, diversity and rights in health and social
care – exam
• Health, safety and security in health and social
care – exam
• Anatomy and physiology for health and social care
– exam
• Infection control - coursework
• Personalisation and a person-centred approach to
care – exam
• Safeguarding – exam
• Promote positive behaviour – coursework
• The impact of long-term physiological conditions
– coursework
• Research methods in health, social care and
childcare - exam
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Subject Requirements
APS of 4 including grade 5 or above in Art/Graphics at GCSE

BTEC LEVEL 3 FOUNDATION DIPLOMA IN   PRODUCTION ARTS(DESIGN) 
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WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL THIS 
COURSE PROVIDE? 

• The course is an excellent way of developing
you as a creative individual. It gives you a
grounding for further study.

• This course will prepare students for a large
array of university/apprenticeship courses
including Fashion Design, Costume Design and
Textile Design.

• It will provide you with a portfolio of work
which you can then take to a university interview
to assist you in gaining a place on a creative
degree course of your choice.

• It can also offer a portfolio of work for those
who wish to join a textiles industry.

• Possible job opportunities: illustrator, costume
designer, entertainment manager, wardrobe
manager and stylist, to name just a few.

WHERE CAN I FIND OUT FURTHER 
INFORMATION? 

Mrs Wilkinson will be happy to answer any 
of your questions

Alternatively, you can find further course 
information on the below link to Pearson 
website:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/
qualifications/btec-nationals/btec-nat-
production-arts-practice.html 

WHAT WILL I LEARN ON THIS 
COURSE? 

• Students will learn how to apply costume
construction skills in pattern cutting, measuring
of cast, drafting block patterns, fitting and fabric
estimation.

• Exploring different processes: dyeing fabrics,
fabric painting and applying decorative
techniques

• Developing understanding and fulfilling the
roles and responsibilities of a costume designer

• Developing appropriate costumes suitable for
productions through research, analysis of text
and well developed costume illustrations

WILL THIS COURSE APPEAL TO ME? 

It will if: 

• you have a keen interest in fashion, textiles and
costume design;

• you are creative, imaginative and think outside
the box;

• you have previously studied Art/Art Textiles
at GCSE and are looking to progress further
within the textiles/costume specialism;

• you are unsure about where you see your
career taking you but have enjoyed your studies
in Textiles or Art & Design at GCSE level. If so
you will not be disappointed in what you go on
to learn during this course.

 COSTUME
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WHAT WILL I LEARN ON THIS 
COURSE? 

On this course, you will develop the necessary 
performance skills to enable you to study music at a 
higher education establishment. Not only do we 
focus on developing your instrumental and 
performance skills, but we explore the wider music 
industry, the varied roles within it, and how to be 
successful in preparing to enter that industry.

You will cover units in the following areas:

Solo Performance Skills

In this unit, you will explore and practise the 
specific skills associated with performing as a 
soloist. These will include: how to engage your 
audience, stagecraft, rehearsal technique, repertoire 
selection and creative reflection in order to improve. 
You will perform in a wide array of settings and 
have the opportunity to focus on specific 
developmental strategies that will support you as a 
performer.

Ensemble Performance Skills

Musicians rarely work in isolation and the ability to 
perform as part of an ensemble is an essential skill 
for any musician, regardless of style. Whether you 
are part of a pop group or a large symphony 
orchestra, the skills of teamwork and 
communication are vital. You will explore a variety 
of genres and have the opportunity to perform in a 
range of performance settings, whilst exploring 
different techniques, stylistic and musical elements 
in the musical parts you perform.

Professional Practice in the Music Industry

Behind the bright lights, costumes, gigs, sessions 
and festivals, the music industry is run by a wide 
variety of people who work hard to make live 
performance successful for the artist, and enjoyable 
for the audience. In this unit, we will explore the 
various array of roles that are available within the 
music industry, and how these roles are completed 
successfully. You will understand the professional 
skills that are important in the industry and learn 
the importance of financial management, effective 
interpersonal skills and working with others.

WILL THIS COURSE APPEAL TO ME? 

It will if: 
• You are able to collaborate with others, as

well as work independently
• You are an independent learner
• You are a keen musician and performer and

would like to pursue further study and a
career in music industry

• You prefer to learn in a vocational context

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL THIS 
COURSE PROVIDE? 

• There are many universities offering
follow-on courses in a wide range of
areas.

• The experience of organising music
making activities for people of all ages.

• You will lead music making in primary
schools, as well as performing to older
members of the community.

• You will study with a peripatetic music
teacher

• You will take part in group singing
lessons

• You will form an ensemble and will
perform at numerous school events

WHERE CAN I FIND OUT FURTHER 
INFORMATION? 

• https://ualifications.pearson.com/
content/dam/pdf/BTEC-Nationals/
Music/20117/
specification/9781446928110_BTEC_
Nat_ExtCert_Music_Spec_prepubfina
l.pdf

• You can ask any staff of the music
department for clarification on this
course

Subject Requirements
APS of 4 including grade 6 in Music at GCSE

BTEC LEVEL 3 EXTENDED CERTIFICATE IN MUSIC 
PERFORMANCE
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Practical Music Theory and Harmony
Music theory and harmony relates to all forms of 
music. It is about how the music we make and 
listen to is constructed and how it works. This 
unit will develop your knowledge and 
understanding of fundamental musical theory 
and how it’s applied in practical musical 
activities. You will develop and apply theoretical 
knowledge in a relevant, useful and meaningful 
way.
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Subject Requirements
APS of 4 including grade 6 in Music at GCSE

BTEC LEVEL 3 EXTENDED CERTIFICATE IN DIGITAL 
MUSIC PRODUCTION  
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WILL THIS COURSE APPEAL TO ME? 

It will if: 

• you have a genuine interest in music
production and recording and may wish to
pursue further training and a career in this
area;

• you are able to collaborate with others, as
well as work independently;

• you prefer to learn in a vocational
(practical) context.

•

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL THIS 
COURSE PROVIDE? 

•

The opportunity to work with state of 
the art, industry standard software.

•

Teaching from staff with music 
industry experience.

•

Contact with visiting professionals 
from this field.

•

The opportunity to build a portfolio of 
examples of work to share with 
professionals and/or further or higher 
education applications..

•

The opportunity to work in a 
professional recording studio.
To develop music technology skills 
that could equip you for a career in the 
music industry. This could include

- Composing music for media
(games/apps/film/tv/advertising etc)

- Studio engineer
- Music producer
- Sound designer
- TV/Film sound technician
- Freelance musician/programmer

•

WHERE CAN I FIND OUT FURTHER 
INFORMATION? 

•

https://qualifications.pearson.com/
content/ dam/pdf/BTEC-
Nationals/Music- 
Technology/2016/specification-and-
sample- assessments/BTEC-L3-Nat-
ExtCert-Music- Tech-Spec.pdf 

Please speak to Mr Fisher in the 
music department if you would like 
any further information or just to 
talk music technology.

WHAT WILL I LEARN ON THIS 
COURSE? 
You will develop digital music production 
skills which include beat making, mixing, 
production, remixing and mastering. These 
skills will enable you to create music 
production projects from scratch and see 
them through to a professional industry 
standard of completion.

You are not expected to have any prior 
music technology experience when you 
start the course.

You will cover units in the following areas:
· Music for Media and Film
· Digital Audio Workstation (DAW)
· Remixing and Reworking
· Mixing and Mastering Techniques
· Commercial Music Production
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WHAT WILL I LEARN ON THIS 
COURSE? 

WILL THIS COURSE APPEAL TO ME? 

It will if: 

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL THIS 
COURSE PROVIDE? 

Subject Requirements
APS of 3.5

BTEC LEVEL 3 DIPLOMA AND EXTENDED DIPLOMA IN 
PRODUCTION ARTS

• Event management

• Technical skills and design

• Stage lighting design

• Stage lighting technical

• Stage sound design

• Stage design/construction for performance

• Stage model making

• Responding to production requirements

• Contributing to a production

• Planning for a career in the industry

• It is a vocational BTEC where you will be
working in a number of different events and
productions within the school.

• you prefer to work in a vocational context;

• you want to develop your working as part of a
team;

• you want to take on responsibility;

• you are creative and innovative.

• It will develop your individual and team skills.

• It will develop your planning and logistic skills.

• You will have the opportunity to be an integral
part of school life, working alongside many
different departments.

WHERE CAN I FIND OUT FURTHER 
INFORMATION? 

Pearson website and speak to Mrs Greenwood
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WHAT WILL I LEARN ON THIS 
COURSE? 

• Anatomy and Physiology in Sport

• Fitness Training and Programming for
Health, Sport and Well Being

• Investigating Business in Sport

• Skill Acquisition in Sport

• Professional Development in the Sports
Industry

• Sports Leadership

• Techniques, Tactics and Performance in
Sport

WILL THIS COURSE APPEAL TO ME? 

It will if: 

• you have a very strong interest in sport and
are very enthusiastic about all areas of physical
activity;

• your time management is good. This skill is
essential because deadlines need to be met.  The
course will be assignment and exam based;

• you are committed to independent study, as
this is essential in fulfilling the requirements of
the course.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL THIS 
COURSE PROVIDE? 

• It can be a stepping stone into courses at
university such as sports science, leisure,
teaching, psychology and physiotherapy.

• It can help you to pursue a career in sport
such as coaching, personal training or leisure
management.

• It can provide you with the opportunity to
develop a range of techniques, personal skills,
physical skills and attributes essential for
successful performance in working life.

WHERE CAN I FIND OUT FURTHER 
INFORMATION? 

• Please feel free to speak to one of the P.E.
department. We are all very friendly and willing
to answer any questions!
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Subject Requirements 
APS of 4 including grade 4 or above in Physical Education at GCSE

BTEC LEVEL 3 EXTENDED CERTIFICATE 
IN SPORT
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BTEC LEVEL 3 DIPLOMA AND EXTENDED DIPLOMA IN
PRODUCTION ARTS
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WHAT WILL I LEARN ON THIS 
COURSE? 

• Combined with other qualifications, these can
enable you to go on to further study, to an
apprenticeship, or into employment.

• This course is designed for young people who
may wish to explore a vocational route in
Science.

• This course builds on a foundation of the Key
Stage 4 science programme of study and is a
Level 1/2 First Extended Certificate in Applied
Science.

• This course leads to an understanding of how
science can be applied in a vocational/work
setting.

• It provides the opportunity to gain knowledge
and skills that are relevant to your chosen area
of work.

• This course contains mandatory and optional
units covering Chemistry, Biology and Physics,
with a mix of internal assignments and exams.

WILL THIS COURSE APPEAL TO ME? 

It will if: 

• you would like to study Level 3 Science after
completing this course;

• you have a keen interest in all aspects of
Science;

• you have an area of work in mind within a
scientific field and you need further
qualifications to do so;

• you understand how you will be assessed
and the importance of timescales and
deadlines.

WHAT OPPORTUNITIES WILL THIS 
COURSE PROVIDE? 

• At the end of the course you will be able to
progress to BTEC Level 3 in Applied Science or
into employment. Alternatively, you could
progress onto related courses at Level 3 in Sport,
Health, etc.

• The knowledge, understanding and practical
skills that make up this qualification reflect the
needs of employers.

•
 

WHERE CAN I FIND OUT FURTHER

You will be prepared with the skills you need for 

INFORMATION?

life beyond school.
 

• Come and speak to Mr Losty or any
member of the BTEC staff in the Science
Department.

• You can visit the Pearson website
https://qualifications.pearson.com/
content/demo/en/qualifications/btec-
firts/applied-science-2012-nqf.html

Subject Requirements
APS of 3 including grade 3/3 or above in Combined Science at GCSE

BTEC LEVEL 1/2 FIRST EXTENDED CERTIFICATE IN 
APPLIED SCIENCE            
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Hitchin Road  Stevenage  Hertfordshire  SG1 4AE Telephone: 
01438 314643  Email: Admin@jhn.herts.sch.uk 

www.jhn.herts.sch.uk      Follow us on Twitter: @thejhnschool
www.jhn.herts.sch.uk      Follow us on Twitter: @thejhnschool


	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page



