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Dear 
Parents and Guardians, 

OUR
PUPILS
SHINE

Saint John Henry Newman, pray for us.

Have a great weekend,

God bless, Mr Mathew

Prayer
Dear Lord, please keep our families, friends and loved 
ones safe.
Please watch over them always and let good health, 
happiness, and good fortune befall them all. Amen

These are some of the most significant 
considerations, but as you can imagine, you 
touch one area of school life and all the others 
require work as well. 
I hope this has given you some initial 
clarity and, as I have said, I will send you an 
additional update next week, most probably 
by Wednesday, subject to further Government 
announcements. 
On the subject of the challenge of testing 
1600 pupils three times in 10 days, we 
would appreciate some help with this the 
administration of this process for the two weeks 
beginning Monday 8th March. Full training will 
be given and the team that are already involved 
in the process are very good, very experienced 
and very friendly. You must be available for the 
entire two period please, from 8:30 until 3:30, 
there is a one hour lunch break, and this is a 
paid post. Further details can be obtained by 
contacting Miss Moles on  
Molesj@jhn.herts.sch.uk

These are very exciting times and I would say 
very positive times; there is now a clear plan for 
us all and we look forward to  
re-establishing our school community once 
more. As soon as restrictions are lifted, we will 
create opportunities for us to meet again and to 
celebrate the many successes that have shone 
through this challenging period of time.
My thanks to you all for your prayers, messages 
of support and kind words over the last year; 
they have meant a great deal to us all. Our 
school will be different going forward, but for 
the better, and we all have an opportunity for 
a fresh start and a bright future. God is with us 
and guiding us; we are not alone.

I hope you are all well and looking forward to 
our return to more normal schooling in the 
coming weeks. There has been a great deal 
of information issued by the Government and 
the Department for Education on how schools 
should return from March 8th. I have outlined 
the key points and our initial thoughts and plans 
below. I will be writing to you again in the middle 
of next week to give you more specific details. 
We are to reopen to pupils and students from 
the 8th March, please note this is not next 
Monday, and we have been given a degree of 
flexibility from Government to decide on how 
best to do this, and to ensure that the testing 
programme is efficiently put into action. We 
have been asked to prioritise Years 13 and 11, 
and we will therefore have them into school on 
Monday 8th March, but only to be tested and 
then return home. You will be sent a time for 
when you should arrive to school and where you 
should go. Please make sure that your child is 
in school at the correct time, and that they then 
have the means to travel straight home after 
their test.  Pupils and students should engage 
with all the lessons they can on the day, when 
they are not involved in this process.
All other year groups will continue with remote 
learning on this day, Monday 8th March.
On Tuesday 9th March, all children with 
negative results in Years 11 and 13 will return 
to school for face-to-face teaching. We intend 
to start the day with a special programme of 
reintegration, which is being developed to help 
all pupils and students resettle into school life 
and meet their friends once more.
We anticipate that we will be able to process 
two year groups in a day, during this part of the 
mass testing programme and so on Tuesday 9th 
March, two other year groups, yet to be decided, 
will come into school to be tested and then 
return home. Throughout the week, it is vital  
that arrangements are made so that pupils arrive 
at the appointed time for their test, and that 

arrangements have been made for them to be 
able to go directly home immediately after their 
test. They will then follow the same process as 
Years 13 and 11, by returning to school, following 
a negative test result, on Wednesday for their 
reintegration programme. I will share a clear 
table of who is in for a test and when they 
should return to school for lessons with you next 
week, as mentioned above.
Following this programme of testing, by 
Thursday 11th March we will have tested all 
pupils and students once and everyone should 
be in school. We are required to test all pupils 
and students three times, so the process for 
testing will be repeated over the following 
days in school, until this has been achieved. 
This will be carried out in form groups. Once 
the required three tests are completed by the 
school, the Government then expects pupils 
and students to test themselves at home. The 
kits and information on how to do this have 
been provided by the Government and we will 
distribute it to every child in school.
The format of the school day will be as it was in 
the autumn term. I have attached a copy of the 
day below. We have made contact with the bus 
companies and the buses will be running from 
Tuesday 9th March.
There are a considerable number of questions 
yet to be answered by the Government and we 
will share the answers with you when we have 
them. We are yet to finalise the details, but I can 
confirm that on Friday 5th March all staff will be 
in school to be tested, and to receive training 
on the planned reintegration of all pupils and 
students to the school.  Lessons, however, will 
still be in place for the day.
This is a very complex process and I have 
highlighted some of the issues and challenges 
that we are dealing with below. I have no doubt 
that the return of all pupils and students will be 
a smooth and enjoyable process; we are really 
looking forward to welcoming them all back.

SOME OF THE PLANS IN DEVELOPMENT:
• Staff, pupil and student training on how to administer a test at home.
• The programme of study for pupils and students on their return for the first few days, 

House Competitions, social activities, opportunities to enjoy school once more.
• Guidance for staff, pupils and students on Covid measures and wearing face masks.
• Reintegrating children to school life, re-establishing friendship groups and confidence 

building.
• Handling and supporting the staffing implications of shielding staff, mass testing and form 

tutor time with classes.
• Academic expectations and how we should pace our lessons and content, over the next 

week, the following two weeks until Easter and the remainder of the academic year.
• Consolidating classroom expectations, seating plans and uniform.
• Study skills, how do we support our pupils and students returning from lockdown.
• Intervention and academic support for specified groups over the coming months. There 

will not be any intervention planned for before Easter.
• Assessing, informally, how this period of remote learning has been received.
• Movement around the school, the field being open to year groups who have never used 

the field.
• Celebrating all of the great work that has taken place and individual successes.
• Keeping bubbles in place for the foreseeable future.
• Plans for the summer term and academic year 2021-22.
• How best to use the additional funding for catch up that has announced by the 

Government, not an enormous amount of money but of some help.
• The process for arriving at teacher assessed grades, for Years 11 and 13. I will write 

to families in Years 11 and 13 later in the term, once these arrangements have been 
consolidated.
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MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

YEAR 7
Our year 7 cohort has experienced a varied 
curriculum this academic year. They began 
the year with a focus on the building blocks of 
music, known as the elements of music. Their 
exploration of texture, tempo, pitch, duration, 
silence and timbre led to our pupils being 
exposed to a variety of pieces of music. We 
have then focused on body percussion, chair 
drumming and African djembe drumming. We 
have been so impressed by the energy that 
year 7 has brought to this adapted curriculum. 
Our year 7 pupils are now learning about music 
in the media. We will be focusing on film music, 
music for advertising and sound effects, known 
as foley. 

YEAR 8
Year 8 started this year by 
developing their instrumental 
skills on the ukulele. We 
were blown away with the 
enthusiasm and aptitude that 
year 8 demonstrated. The year 
group mastered complex chord 
patterns very quickly. We have 
been able to follow the musical 
futures philosophy of instrument 
learning, despite having to adapt 
the curriculum due to the current 
restrictions. They have also 
developed a great foundation in 
music and the media. The classes 
have composed advertising jingles 
and have performed their own 
foley routines with great success.  

YEAR 9
Our year 9 classes have made an excellent start 
to their gcse studies. We were so impressed 
with how they adapted to learning online 
earlier this academic year. Their lessons are 
split between practical performance lessons, 
where students have been developing guitar 
skills in school and various instrumental skills 
outside of school. Pupils are currently working 
on improving their performance skills at home 
and are soon to submit a performance to us for 
assessment. Engagement in listening lessons has 
been fantastic and our pupils have developed 
skills in identifying the instruments of the 
orchestra, the advanced elements of music and 
have most recently learned about the history of 
the blues and jazz. 

YEAR 10
Year 10 have been focusing on their study of 
Rhythms of the World and also on composition. 
All pupils have explored various world music 
styles including African drumming, Brazilian, 
Samba, Calypso, Indian Classical and Bhangra. 
All year 10 pupils have started compositions 
which will eventually become pieces of 
coursework for their GCSE. We look forward to 
transferring what has been done at home back 
into the classroom when we return.

YEAR 11
We have been so impressed by the focus and 
commitment of our year 11 cohort. Despite 
a disrupted year, they have persevered with 
completing coursework to an exceptionally high 
standard and they have completed the GCSE 
Music course. The variety of performances 
recorded by our students for their coursework 
are of an extremely high standard. You can 
hear some of the compositions from our GCSE 
students by clicking this link:

https://soundcloud.com/user-419496055/sets/
gcse-compositions-2021/s-O5uayBnRfJN

Year 8 Ukulele playalong

Year 7 African drumming

https://soundcloud.com/user-419496055/sets/gcse-compositions-2021/s-O5uayBnRfJN
https://soundcloud.com/user-419496055/sets/gcse-compositions-2021/s-O5uayBnRfJN


BTEC DIGITAL MUSIC 
PRODUCTION
Despite the ongoing challenges of remote 
learning, our budding future music producers 
have continued to make excellent progress. 
Our year 13 students have been busy creating 
contemporary remixes of existing songs as 
well as writing and fully producing their own 
songs. We’ve been remixing the Billie Eilish song 
‘Ocean Eyes’, Amy Kelly produced a superb 
dancefloor smashing house remix and Sean 
White took a more chilled approach with an 
equally impressive NuSoul remix.

We also have exceptionally talented songwriters 
in our midst, two great examples of their work 
are Louie Walker’s relaxed and funky song, 
while Erin Nash produced a more singer-
songwriter infused mix - both great songs and 
Spotfiy ready productions:

The year 12 class have got off to a flying start, 
producing some outstanding work. I’m really 
excited to see where their production talents 
lead them, as this is an exceptional bunch. 
They were recently given a random selection 
of audio samples and asked to create a piece 
of music to accompany the opening titles to a 
new TV thriller series. Amongst lots of superb 
submissions, Max Boross-Toby produced a 
super cool mix making creative use of the audio 
samples and producing a highly polished mix, 
also included in the playlist linked below..enjoy!

You can listen to all the above productions 
on SoundCloud on our 2021 Music Tech Class 
Playlist.

BTEC MUSIC PERFORMANCE
It is safe to say that this year has been 
interesting for all, and it has certainly produced 
slightly unusual performance settings for our 
BTEC performers. However, our wonderful 
students have taken each new challenge in their 
stride, and they have continuously found new, 
exciting and creative ways to make beautiful 
music!

Both our Year 12 and 13 Music Performance 
students have treated every performance lesson 
as if they were in front of a live audience at one 
of our music events. We have enjoyed solo and 
ensemble performances, both at school, and 
from home. Even though it is not in the setting 
we are perhaps used to, we have still been lucky 
to be entertained from home by this talented 
and wonderful bunch. 

Our Year 13 cohort have recorded some 
exceptional performances for their coursework. 
Part of their task was to re-imagine material 
from a set list provided to them, in a creative 
and stylistic manner, which produced 
some stand out performances from each 
group. A particular highlight was a beautiful 
interpretation of ‘Tribal’ by All Saints, centred 
around close vocal harmony, which was 
imagined and performed by our talented trio, 
Grace, Leah and Erin. 

Many of you will have witnessed their talents in 
the various concerts they have been involved 
in, such as the Summer & Christmas concert, as 
well as the KISS Virtual Live Lounge. Links to 
these virtual events can be seen below. Both 
our Year 12 & 13 students have also featured in 
concerts and services in our wider community, 
such as the Lister Hospital Christmas Concert 
and The Catholic Children’s Society Carol 
Service. We thank them for the time they 
devote to using their talents to benefit the local 
community. 

EXTRA-CURRICULAR
We cannot wait to be able to restart our 
vibrant extra-curricular programme. We 
are so proud of our choirs, jazz band 
and concert band. Our musicians have 
been able to contribute to various online 
performances including the Summer 
Concert, Christmas Concert and Kiss Live 
Stream Lounge so you are able to click on 
the links below to be able to tune in to see 
these musical performances below.

Summer Concert 2020 -   
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=9Bs6a0cJE58&t=3s

Christmas Concert 2020 –  
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=BiRjXKLGddI

Kiss Live Stream Lounge 2021 -  
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=VDRcNgx9Dnc

We are also active on the Music 
Department Twitter Page so please follow 
us on twitter to keep up to date with what 
we are up to @MusicJHN

https://soundcloud.com/user-419496055/sets/2021-music-tech-class-playlist/s-hasbpmKKu0a
https://soundcloud.com/user-419496055/sets/2021-music-tech-class-playlist/s-hasbpmKKu0a
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Bs6a0cJE58&t=3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Bs6a0cJE58&t=3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BiRjXKLGddI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BiRjXKLGddI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VDRcNgx9Dnc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VDRcNgx9Dnc
https://twitter.com/MusicJHN


ALUMNI
We wanted to take this opportunity to inform you of what some of our music department alumni 
have been up to since leaving JHN:

 

Joseph Wilkins is studying at The Royal Welsh Conservatoire of 
Music and is making great music with his band, The Joe Wilkins 
Quintet. Recently his gig was aired on youtube and was just 
marvellous. You can watch it here:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PYcqqGVJNdc

Karen Mav and Jochebel Ohene MacCarthy are 
both stars in the musical theatre industry and are 
both currently starring in the online production of 
The Color Purple. The show was touring in 2019 and 
some of the staff from the school were lucky to see 
the production at the Birmingham Hippodrome then. 
If you are interested in watching this production at 
home, a family ticket for £20 can be purchased via 
this link: https://www.curveonline.co.uk/whats-on/
shows/the-color-purple-at-home/

The production is only running until Sunday 7th 
March 2021 so book soon to avoid disappointment.

 

The Yarras are an indie/rock band featuring former 
students Fred McConnell Smith, Callum Jenner, 
Dominic White and Scott Fitzpatrick. They recently 
recorded a video for the Kiss Live Stream Lounge 
and have also released their single on Spotify. 

Josh Zulu is a talented former student who has 
recently released a single Pass You By. He has been 
gigging throughout the national lockdowns and is 
making some great music. @J0shua_Zulu

 

 

 

 
PERIPATETIC  
MUSIC LESSONS
We have a large number of pupils and students attending one-to-one music lessons at the school. 
These are facilitated by the Hertfordshire Music Service. We have a strong team of teachers who 
are currently teaching our musicians online. I would like to take this opportunity to thank our 
instrumental and vocal teachers who have adapted to online teaching. Our pupils continue to make 
such excellent progress whilst attending instrumental and vocal lessons online. Thank you to all 
those who have continued with these music lessons. We look forward to being able to welcome 
our peripatetic teachers back to the school soon. If you would like to sign your son/daughter up 
for instrumental or vocal lessons, this can be done via the following link.

http://www.hertsmusicservice.org.uk/register

We would like to thank all of pupils and students for the way they have embraced and adapted 
to the necessary changes over this past year. Our pupils and students have had to show great 
understanding, maturity and adaptability at times. 

They are a credit to their families,

Wishing you all the best for the coming weeks

Miss Hewitson, Mr Fisher, Miss Springett and Mr Bullen

https://open.spotify.com/

APPEAL
As a department, we are passionate that all pupils and students should have access to musical 
instruments. This has been a challenge over this past year with the restrictions that have 
been put in place. If you have any old, unwanted musical instruments or equipment at home 
gathering dust, please consider getting in touch and donating them to our music department. 
They would be put to great use and could make such a difference to our musicians in the 
school. Please email Miss Hewitson on hewitsonc@jhn.herts.sch.uk if you do have anything 
you would like to donate.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PYcqqGVJNdc
https://www.curveonline.co.uk/whats-on/shows/the-color-purple-at-home/
https://www.curveonline.co.uk/whats-on/shows/the-color-purple-at-home/
https://twitter.com/@J0shua_Zulu
http://www.hertsmusicservice.org.uk/register
https://open.spotify.com/album/3LLwNqxfZsvZAW1VWSltBQ?highlight=spotify:track:18TDYAZ2RnSsB7VUgvc5ha
mailto:hewitsonc%40jhn.herts.sch.uk?subject=
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Cor Ad Cor Loquitur • Heart Speaks unto Heart

5 TIPS TO HELP YOUNG PEOPLE MAKE THE MOST OF  
SOCIAL MEDIA
1. Be a good role model

Role model the behaviour you’d like them to express on their social media. Children and 
young people tend to copy behaviours so it’s important to reflect the same values you’d like 
them to adopt.

2. Promote social good

Look for ways that they can do good by using their social media following, whether it’s 
promoting a cause that will benefit others or share something that will offer support and 
contribute positively to their digital footprint.

3. Equip them with the right tools

Ensure teens know how to make use of the social platforms’ privacy settings to stay in control 
of who they share with and when and what appears on their account from others.

4. Stay socially engaged

Actively look for moments to discuss what they post, who they share with and how what they 
see on their social feed is impacting them to offer them support at the right time.

5. Talk about getting the right balance

Encourage them to form strong in-real-life relationships outside of social media to ensure they 
aren’t over reliant on approval and opinions of relationships that are purely online which may 
negatively impact them.

Here some questions you can ask to start a conversation about social media: 

If they use social media: 

• Ask about their favourite app or site. What do they like about it? 

• What are the positive and negatives of social media? What advice would they give to one 
of their friends if they were experiencing something negative on social media? 

If they don’t use social media: 

• Ask what social media sites they have heard of. 

• Ask about what it means to be a good friend online. How would they deal with 
disagreements or what they would do if one of their friends was mean to them?

Please log in to student’s  
zone using: 

https://www.gskstemeducation.com/
student-zone

Student’s zone will provide you with 
the opportunity to explore

• Interactive games and quizzes, 

• Discover roles in STEM by  
reading case studies, 

• Get hands-on experience and 
much more.

STEM ACTIVITIES YEARS 9 & 10
EVERY WEDNESDAY  
WEEK 2 LUNCHTIME

This is a hands on interactive opportunity to  
learn about different interesting scientific  
studies such as:

• Vaccines
• Medicines
• How to breathe
• How an arm works
• Fighting Malaria etc.

You are invited to virtual STEM club

https://www.gskstemeducation.com/student-zone
https://www.gskstemeducation.com/student-zone

