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Dear Parents/Guardians

Schools are dynamic places, full of energy, change 
and, in good schools, ambition.  We have witnessed 
all of the above this year and have had our efforts 
acknowledged by many, including Ofsted.  This 
has been, I would say, a very successful year.  We, 
the school’s leadership, made a decision some time 
ago to do what we felt was right for our pupils and 
students.  We decided to draw a line in the sand and 
agree what was important to us and our families.  
This we have done, and I believe we have done it 
well.

It was pleasing to note that the values, aspirations 
and goals that we have worked towards were 
noted in the Ofsted report.  For the lead HMI to 
comment, “You have a happy school.  You produce happy, 
confident young people, well equipped to take their place 
in the world” was wonderful to hear, but I believe 
we do much more than that.  I do believe that we 
produce young people who are aware of their faith, 
their role in the world and, most importantly their 
responsibility to make the world a better place, by 
their efforts and contributions.

The work to advance the Catholic life of the school 
continues, and I must thank all of those involved.  
The work undertaken to highlight the refugee 
crisis and the many messages emanating from 
Pope Francis, have been instrumental in raising the 
awareness of our pupils and students to the needs 
of others.  The concept of working for the ‘common 
good’ has certainly moved on.  We have supported 
many organisations this year as well as KiSS.  I also 
believe that the excellent work undertaken by Mrs 
Davies and her team to promote mental wellbeing 
has a strong faith element.  It is important that our 
pupils and students understand that each one of 
them is special and created by God to be who they 
are.  They are ‘not garbage’ as our late, beloved 
Father Joe would famously comment, although 
sometimes many of them do think that they are not 
good enough.  This is a battle we fight everyday and 
a very important one that we cannot give up or lose.

The plans for the next year are well developed 
and the SLT have been stunning!  I must thank 
governors for taking the decision to restructure the 
team last year.  It was pleasing to see that Ofsted 
acknowledged that this increased capacity had made 
a significant impact on our school development, and 
they commended the decision.

I now have the additional capacity to look at the 
school and refine the way in which we do things for 
the enhancement of all.  Miss Cusack, Mr Rose and 
Mr Anderson have made significant improvements 
to our school this year and have taken to this new 
level of responsibility and leadership with ease.  The 
many plans and changes being developed will be 
apparent to parents next academic year.

The Sixth Form has continued to develop and the 
work undertaken on accountability and teaching and 
learning this year will undoubtedly reap benefits in 
the future.  Mrs Howard and her team have led the 
Sixth Form through significant changes over the past 
three years.  I anticipate that we are now at a more 
stable place, the changes having worked their way 
through the system. The plans for next year have 
been presented to staff and we shall embark on our 
Gold, Silver and Bronze programme next year to 
support our students.

Our Year 11 pupils had the reputation for being the 
most able cohort the school has ever had!  In these 
days of Progress 8, this does however bring its own 
challenges.  Miss Scouller and her team have done 
an excellent job supporting them and I am confident 
that they will live up to these high expectations.  It 
is of course the year of the great unknown, as the 
majority of courses are being examined for the first 
time and we do not have any grade boundaries to 
work with.  We shall see what the summer brings.

A number of you were present at the Wellbeing 
event that was organised by Mrs Davies last week.  
It was an amazing evening, with 
guest speakers Vicky Tzanetis, 
England Athletics Mental Health 
Ambassador and running coach, 



and Kieran Murphy from Phase, workshops and 
stands promoting leisure and well-being.  Many 
parents attended as well as children.  Mrs Davies 
has brought this issue to the fore and by far the 
most impressive element of this evening was to 
hear the students share their own experience; it 
was stunning.  Vicky Tzanetis, the guest speaker, 
commented in an email to us after, that she 
wished her girls had been able to come to our 
school!

There have been a number of events to celebrate 
our 30th Anniversary this year.  Mass with Bishop 
Paul, the whole school photo, the Enrichment 
Week focus, the governors gathering with some 
old friends and the JHNA Summer BBQ and fun 
run.  We also have a number of smaller events and 
commissions which are taking place and will be 
revealed in time.

I have now completed my final year as Executive 
Headteacher of Nicholas Breakspear.  The school 
is in a good place and achieved excellent results 
last year. I wish them well for the future.

Sadly, we have to say goodbye to Mr Wright.  Mr 
Wright has been a member of the leadership team 
for over fifteen years and has made an enormous 
contribution to the life of the school.  He is spoken 
about by parents with great fondness, which 
illustrates the care and love with which he has 
undertaken the role of Director of Learning for the 
Lower School.

He has done a remarkable job in inducting new 
pupils into The John Henry Newman ‘way’ of 
doing things, and in preparing them for life at the 
school.  Mr Wright has certainly been influential 
in his contribution to establishing the foundations 
on which our school is built.  He will be greatly 
missed.  We wish him well for the future and I 
know that he has many plans in place for next 
year, many of them contributing to improving the 

lives of others.  A truly remarkable man.  Thank 
you Mr Wright for all that you have done for the 
school over your many years of service.

As we say goodbye to some old friends, make 
plans for the next academic year and continue to 
aspire to the best possible educational experience 
for all our children, I thank all of our parents for 
their time and prayers.  A special thank you to Mr 
Halpenny for taking on the challenging role of 
Chair of Governors, never an easy job.  

As another successful year comes to a close, I 
ask that you keep our school community in your 
prayers and thoughts.  I wish you all an enjoyable, 
restful and spiritual summer break and I look 
forward to the start of a new academic year and 
all that it brings.

Mr C Mathew 
Headteacher



It has been another momentous year in the 
Catholic life of our school community.   As we look 
back and reflect on the threads we have woven 
through the year, there truly has been a richness of 
‘a living Christian experience’.  There simply isn’t 
enough space to offer more than a glimpse of the 
highlights! 

Following a very successful start to the year, our 
Year 7 quickly engaged in learning what it is to 
be part of this very special community through 
Friendship Days.  Working alongside the Head 
Boy / Head Girl team, they were guided through a 
range of team building activities and developed a 
sense of belonging to this community through the 
patronage of their Saint.

Our Catholic Values and Social Teaching are 
deeply rooted in the dignity of the individual, and 
in the knowledge that living in a community is an 
essential expression of who we are.  We had the 
opportunity to join with other communities across 
the country to raise awareness of the plight of 
people who are not able to practise their religion 
freely, and of those who are persecuted for their 
faith.  We mirrored the actions of Westminster 
Cathedral and came together to hold our wider 
community in prayer as we lit up in red on 
#RedWednesday.

Holocaust Memorial Day served as a poignant 
reminder to us all as we remembered the victims 
of genocide.  Two members of our Sixth Form, 
Hope Holliday and Sean McCann, made a 
powerful presentation at a county-wide event 
about one of the members of our KiSS community 
who had to flee to Uganda as a result of genocide 
in his or her native country.  Equally moving was 
our Remembrance Service where, joined with past 
alumni of St Michaels, St Angela’s and John Henry 
Newman, we gathered to remember those who 
paid the ultimate sacrifice for our freedom today. 

Our Priest Chaplains attached to each year group 
have been hugely successful and have really 

served to strengthen our bonds across the wide 
footprint of parishes.  We are most grateful to 
them for their continued support and service, not 
only through the celebration of Mass, but also in 
offering staff and pupils the opportunity to receive 
the sacrament of Reconciliation in our Advent and 
Lenten Liturgies.

The summer term has been a vibrant celebration 
in all aspects of our Catholic life.  It is always with 
a sense of both pleasure and pride, yet tinged 
with sadness, and that we witness our Year 11 
Celebration Mass, the Year 13 Leavers Mass and 
the Mass for Year 13 parents and students. It is 
an honour to know that the words of the prayer 
we share at Year 7 Enrolment evening are still 
evident some seven years later, ‘…for behind the 
parent stands the school, and behind the teacher, 
the home’, and we were delighted that so many 
families chose to join us in this very special 
celebration.    

We are constantly reminded of just how much our 
students have grown and enriched our community 
both in terms of their personal faith witness, their 
academic success and the call to make the world a 
better place through their actions.  One example of 
this was through our entire school’s involvement 
in ‘Share the Journey’.  Early this year, Pope 
Francis asked that on World Refugee week we 
participate in an initiative to walk in solidarity 
with refugees and migrants. Communities come 
together, walk and listen to the stories of refugees  

Catholic Life of the School

SS Peter and Paul Mass 
 Enrichment Week



 
as they walk.  The walk is intended to send a 
powerful message to world leaders that they need 
to step up and protect the rights of people on the 
move. The total miles to walk was 24,900, -  this is 
the distance around the entire world, and we as a 
community walked 327 miles.  

Putting faith into action is critical to empowering 
our students in living their faith.  Being able to 
articulate why and how we serve others allows 
our community to reap the benefits of their 
actions, words and thoughts.  This year witnessed 
a tremendous outpouring of generosity and 
humility in our mission to support others less 
fortunate than ourselves.  Our students raised 
over £8,500 for local charities and over £34,000 
for KiSS this year alone; a truly astounding 
contribution. 

We were delighted that Bishop Paul McAleenan 
was able to join us once again to dedicate our new 
Peace Garden and celebrate Mass with us for the 
Feast Day of St Peter and St Paul.   He was most 
impressed with the vibrant work of our pupils  as 

we celebrated our 30th birthday in Enrichment 
Week.    

We were honoured that, once again, we were 
asked to provide the music at Westminster 
Cathedral for the Good Shepherd Mass for all 
primary and secondary schools in the Diocese.   
It is a great privilege and a real testament to the 
talents of our pupils to represent the school in this 
way.  The Music Department were kept very busy 
in their preparations for this, and also for our 
annual Community Mass.   Our theme this year 
was ‘You are Special’ and because we are special, 
Jesus loves us and cares for us as a Shepherd cares 
for his flock.   It was a really exciting and vibrant 
celebration. 



With our school celebrating 
its 30th birthday, we thought 
the theme of “Let’s Celebrate” 
was an apt one. Staff, as usual, 
worked hard on the plans for the 
week and their teams came up 
with new and exciting activities 
once again.

There were celebrations of skills 
and talents being developed 
throughout the week and what 
really stood out was how the 
pupils so often had to really 
think about what they were 
challenged to do and come up 
with their own solutions. The 
photographs hopefully go some 
way to give you a flavour of 
what happened but they cannot 
possibly reflect the imagination 
 

 
 
 
 
and enthusiasm we saw during 
the week.

A new venture this year was 
the introduction of a Wellbeing 
day. The message from this was 
that we all need to “make time” 
for ourselves and each other to 
maintain our health. Pupils in 
Year 8 and 9 selected a range of 
different activities and worked in 
mixed groups on a wide range of 
things.

The week culminated with the 
opening and blessing of the 
Peace Garden by the Bishop, the 
wonderful St Peter and St Paul 
Mass and an early finish to allow 
us all to “make time”. 

Enrichment Week 
‘Let’s Celebrate!’



Teaching and Learning
Once again the central focus of the 
development of teaching and learning in the 
school has been about finding better ways of 
putting pupils and students at the centre of their 
own learning.  This has been at the core of our 
professional development work, with teachers 
asked to consider how to make questioning, 
the use of assessment and feedback and the use 
of pupil data more effective in enthusing and 
engaging all.  A framework has been put in place 
to allow colleagues to share their experiences, 
their good practice and their learning, and this 
is underpinned by our belief in the beneficial 
effects of teacher-led development work.  As 
active members of the HertsCam Network, 
many of the teachers access the benefits of 
networking events, the TLDW course or the 
Masters in Leading Teaching and Learning, 
which is taught and hosted by teachers in 
our school.  Participation in this Herts Cam 
Network has meant that this year we have been 

visited by groups of teachers from Australia 
and Kazakhstan to find out how we promote 
developments in teaching and learning.  We 
also have our first two Teaching and Learning 
Masters graduates, Mrs Fuller and Ms Hewitson, 
and several teachers have had their work 
published in ‘Teachers as Agents of Change’ 
edited by Frost, D. et al. 

Another important development has been our 
improved ability to access the student voice on 
matters of teaching and learning.  Not only do 
individual teachers continue to consult pupils 
about the effectiveness of their own work but 
the Learning Sub-committee of the School 
Parliament has meant that pupils have been 
able to give valuable insight on matters such as 
HEROs or what makes for effective feedback.  
Student participation in these matters is only set 
to grow as these systems are embedded. 

Pupil voice - our school parliament with 137 MPs



Sporting success
In rugby all year groups have competed in the 
District League, with highlights including Year 10 
competing in the Herts Trophy competition, losing 
narrowly in the quarter finals. We are delighted 
that Cian Sattherthwaite (Year 8)  has had trials 
with Northampton Saints and will join their set up 
in September.

All teams have competed well in the Basketball 
District Leagues. The Year 9 girls basketball team 
won the District Basketball Competition as part of 
the Stevenage Sporting Futures (SFT) competitions 
and reached the semi-final in the County 
Competition.

In badminton both Year 8 and 10 progressed to the 
SFT County Finals whilst in tennis, Tom Spreckley 
and Jacob de Nayer won the U13 boys District 
Tennis Tournament and our boys came second in 
the U15 competition.

Our cricket teams have played very well during 
the summer.  Our key stage 3 year groups 
competed well in the District Leagues with Year 
7s qualifying for the semi-finals. The year 9 girls 
won their Calypso Cricket Tournament held at 
Stevenage Cricket Club.

There have been some fantastic performances this 
season in District Athletics Competitions,  
including second places for Laura Stephens in the 
1500m, Cathal Fee and Andrew McCann in the 
1500m, Jacob Gittens- Mcnamara in the 100m and 
Sophia Moir in 800m.  Maisie Cannon achieved 
first place in the 800m.  Christa Hetherington 
achieved 3rd place in the Schools County 
Championships in the 100m.  

Despite terrible weather conditions, Laura 
Stephens, Jack Kennedy, Joe O’Hara, Marian 
Magboo and Andrew McCann entered the County 
Cross Country Championship.  Maisie Canon 
won the District Championship, over 100 pupils 
competed.  

2017-2018 has been a fantastic year for girls futsal. 
The U14 girls won their regional competition to 
go to National Finals.  Unfortunately, they lost in 
the final. The U16 girls and U13 girls also became 
regional finalists.

Strong results continue in girls football with the 
U13 team coming second in the District League 
with the U14 and U16 teams both winning their 
league.  Our U13 and U16 both won the District 
Tournaments. The U14s reached the quarter finals 
of the County Cup and we are delighted that 
successes mean that all teams will be entered 

 
into the County Cup next year.  Our Year 9 boys 
football team won the District Cup, whilst the  
seniors narrowly lost in the final of their District 
Cup Competition.

In hockey all year groups participated this year in 
District Tournaments and leagues including indoor 
and outdoor competitions. Pupils continue to show 
amazing progress and the numbers are continuing 
to grow, especially for the boys. It is good to see 
some of our older pupils becoming coaches for the 
pupils lower down the school.

Successes in netball have been achieved with 
over 90 girls regularly attending netball club and 
entering leagues and tournaments. Year 7 have 
enjoyed an impressive first year at JHN with a win 
in the Stevenage Schools League.  Our Year 9 team 
won the District League and also the All England 
Emerging Schools Netball Tournament.

Year 10 Athletics

Year 7 Futsal winners



The school continues to have high achievers in 
swimming.  We attended the District Schools 
Swimming Gala at Hitchin Pool in February, 
where the Year 7 and 8 boys (Joe O’Hara, Hayden 
Thornhill, Eldrick Manela, Oliver Bounsall, 
Ethan Storti , Ethan Saldhana and Kealan Hislop)  
became district winners.  Excellent individual 
performances to note came from Laura Stephens, 
Oliver Bounsall, Hayden Thornhill and Connor 
Rodgers.  

Individually, Isabel Murtagh won 3rd place in 
the 800m freestyle event at the 11-14 year olds 
Eastern Region Swimming Championship and 
Daniel Murtagh enjoyed a successful weekend 
there too, winning medals in all back stroke 
events and a bronze in 100m butterfly. He won 
a gold medal in the Under 16 team medley and 
silver medals in the 4x200m Freestyle and 4x100m 
Freestyle relay events.

Dance continues to grow within the school.  After 
a very successful Gym and Dance Display with 
over 80 pupils participating, we entered the 
biannual Stevenage Schools Dance Festival.  This 
saw a group of Year 11 dance leaders working 
with Broom Barns Primary School, a group of 30 
Year 7 and 8 dancers performing a number from 
the West End musical “School of Rock” and the 
year 10 GCSE dance groups performing a number 
from “Chicago”.

Next year sees the County Dance Festival at the 
Alban Arena in St. Albans with the theme of 
Art in Action, we are already looking forward 
to starting work on this.  Georgia Elliott (Year 
12) recently travelled to Dublin with fellow 
students and pupils Megan Huckle, Lola Tobin 
and Chloe Copeland for the World Irish Dancing 
Championships.  

The Year 7 boys team gained County silver 
medals for indoor athletics. In rounders, all teams 
have remained unbeaten within the Stevenage 
League.  

This year pupils and students in the PE 
Department have been involved in many trips.  
These include a visit by our Year 12 A level 
students to Hatfield House where they played the 
ancient game of real tennis as part of the history 
of sport section of their course. The Year 12 BTec 
sport group enjoyed a visit to the University of 
Hertfordshire Sports Village to gain knowledge of 
Higher Education courses available to them. 

Thirty-six of our netball and hockey girls 
travelled to Holland for competitions against 
girls from many different countries. The year 
10 netball team were the overall winners of the 
tournament.

One hundred and five pupils celebrated sporting 
successes at the Annual Sports Awards Evening 
Knebworth Barns.  Trophies were presented to the 
team of the year, for commitment to school sport 
as well as individual awards for all sports and 
year groups.  

Sporting success continued...



Netball and hockey team trip to Holland

Maisie Cannon and Ella Holmes, are currently 
on the England netball talented pathway.   Daniel 
and Izzy Murtagh and Laura Copping are on the 
talented pathway for swimming.  This year Laura 
competed in the regional swimming competition 
where she gained gold in the 100m breaststroke, 
silver in the 200m breaststroke, gold in the  200 
individual medley,  silver in the 400 individual 
medley, gold in the 4x200m freestyle relay, gold 
in the 4x100m Medley relay and silver in the 
4x100m freestyle relay.  She has also qualified for 
the nationals this summer, swimming in the 200m 
breaststroke, 100m breaststroke, 50m breaststroke, 
400m individual medley and all 3 relays.  An 
outstanding achievement.

Grace Cranston (Year 7) continues to progress in 
golf and is representing JHN at the Herts Schools 
Golf Association Competition.

Jon Paul Knell continues to make excellent 
progress in tennis competing in the Ten Pro Tennis 
Tournament at Rafa Nadal’s Academy in Manacor, 
Mallorca.  He reached the quarter finals in his age 
group and there were over 340 competitors from 
over 40 countries.

Ruffa-Mae Meger played for England at the 
England Women’s U15 football Fixture Camp and 
year 7 pupil Maisie Wilson continues her training 
with Arsenal Ladies Football Club.   

Tom Smith has gained a scholarship with Arsenal 
FC. He will complete A-levels alongside his 
football education.

Violetta Hristov has been selected for Royal Ballet 
in Covent Garden and will begin training with 
them in September.

Gabrielle Thomson has been accepted into Ballet 
West Dance School in Argyll, Scotland and will 
start in September.

Three of our pupils performed in the Dance 
World Cup competition in Barcelona this year as 
part of Team England.   Natasha Davies, Romilly 
Proud and Hannah Robinson were part of a dance 
school that did extremely well, with a winning 
performance from the girls in the junior small 
group song and dance section.

Higher achievements

Romilly Proud performed in the Dance World Cup competition as 
part of Team England with Natasha Davies and Hannah Robinson 



I thank every member of our school community; you have once more given far more than I could ever 
ask for.

Many thanks and God bless.

Mr C Mathew  
Headteacher

 

And finally…….
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Enrichment activities continue to be an 
important part of life in the school both for pupils 
and staff.  There have been 115 trips organised 
for pupils and students over the year.  In addition 
to these, the pupils and students have been 
able to meet with a range of informative and 
inspirational guest speakers and organisations.  
At the Remembrance Service this year, for 
example, we were joined by the Mayor of 
Stevenage, the Chairman of the Stevenage Royal 
British Legion and representatives from The 
Royal Air Force, Henlow.  Another memorable 
visitor was Tony Parker, visiting academic 
from Haileybury School who lectured the Sixth 
Form on the connections between science and 
the visual arts.  Other Sixth Form enrichment 
has included our Year 12 Careers Day which 
enabled students to gain insight from KPMG, RCA 
Business Psychologist, Mischon de Reya Law firm, 
Capgemini, the RAF, MBDA, GSK, Barclays Airbus, 
the NHS, the British Science Association, Human 
Resources Stevenage Borough Council, IOP and 
Sporting Futures.  Students were also able to gain 
valuable advice on apprenticeships from Anna 
Morrison and Lucy Springett. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
The staff have also benefitted from sharing their 
knowledge and experience with a range of visitors 
from across the world, most notably a group of 
20 Australian Headteachers, who came to learn 
about our approach to continuous professional 
development, and a party of government officials 
and educators from Kazakhstan who were 
interested in learning more about the teacher-
led development work which underpins our 
improvements in teaching and learning.

A summary of our charity work this academic 
year includes: 

Medical Centre  November 2017 
£2,264.6

RBL Poppy Appeal  November 2017 
£100

Herts Young Homeless  December 2017 
£1,600.18

HCPT     April 2018  
£2450

KiSS    February 2018  
£34,000

Enrichment and Charity Work


