
Review of the 
Academic Year

Dear Parents/Carers

Welcome to the ‘Review of the Academic Year.’

It is my enormous pleasure to once more review 
our academic year with you all. A year which 
has been very special to me, as the children 
who joined the school in 2012, my first year as 
Headteacher of our school, have just completed 
their GCSEs! How quickly time passes.

This year has been a very successful year for our 
school, despite the widely publicised difficulties 
that all schools are forced to cope with, financial 
austerity and large scale changes to subject 
specifications and public examinations. 

There are several reasons why I feel this year has 
been so enjoyable and successful. Our pupils and 
students “Shine” as the school prospectus states; 
they are a pleasure to be with and every day I 
am in awe of their dedication to their studies and 
their journeys towards adult formation. I have 
been asked by parents why we use the phrase, 
“Our Pupils Shine” and this is my explanation,

“Our pupils shine in every aspect of their 
lives; they are spiritual, powerful, creative and 
individual, each one of them inspired by God and 
talented beyond our comprehension and their 
own expectations. This is their time to discover 
who they are and what they could become and 
our belief is that they could become anything 
that they wish to be, the page is blank. That is 
not to say that we have unrealistic expectations 
or aspirations for them, but it is to say that we 
believe that God’s plans for them far exceed 
anything that they can imagine for themselves at 
this young age.

 

 
 
We believe that each child has his or her unique 
set of talents – these talents have been entrusted 
to him or her to be nurtured, developed and 
multiplied – not to be buried and forgotten. 
Each child must be given the time and support 
to become the person that God intended him or 
her to be. We believe in the need for developing 
self-respect – valuing our own identity and 
uniqueness and taking pride in ourselves and our 
achievements – learning to love ourselves as the 
person God created us to be.”

A great challenge to which we aspire every day!

   
   

   
TH

E 
JO

HN HENRY NEWMAN CATHOLIC SCH
O

O
L

                2016 - 2017



Catholic Life

OUR PUPILS SHINE

The Catholic life of our school community 
continues to be at the core of everything that we 
do and to be the reason why our school exists. 
The Summer Term illustrates this so well, it 
is always a particularly busy term but full of 
celebration.

The Year 11 Celebration Mass, the Year 13 
Leavers’ Mass and the Mass for Year 13 parents 
and students, were poignant as ever this year 
and a fitting reminder of how much has been 
achieved by these year groups, not only in 
terms of academic success but also, significantly, 
in terms of their own personal and spiritual 
development over the past five or seven years. 

Representatives of the various Chaplaincy teams 
across the school have been working closely with 

Mr P Wright (music Wright!) this term.  He has 
visited each of our feeder primary schools to 
prepare them for this year’s Community Mass. 
They have chosen the theme focused on how 
God is present in our world today among the 
many difficulties we encounter and in the light 
of so many difficult tragedies we have witnessed 
lately in the news. So we have explored the 
Power of the Holy Spirit and we have reflected 
on the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit, and how 
they help us to build and strengthen not only 
our school community but build communities 
across society.

He commented-

“It was great to be with you and to see for myself the 
wonderful achievements you are making. Very well 
done to everyone involved in recent successes and all 
you are doing to achieve excellence in the delivery of 
Catholic Education.

It was a pleasure to meet so many people, staff and 
students. There is a lovely atmosphere in the school 
which speaks of the care and dedication with which 
the mission of Catholic Education is undertaken.

Thank you for all you are doing to lead the 
community at John Henry Newman. You have so 
much to be proud of and I am grateful to you, the 
governors, staff, parents and pupils.”

 
 St Peter and St Paul mass 

JHN Community Mass July 2017



The school was also delighted to help Fr Philip 
celebrate his 40th Jubilee to the priesthood. A 
lovely Mass followed by a reception where Father 
Philip was presented with a gift and a magnificent 
cake to show our appreciation for all his hard 
work over those 40 years, many of which have 
been at this school.

Leadership and Management
Our development plans for the academic 
year outlined in the School Development Plan 
(SDP), which was distributed to parents back in 
September; have been fully implemented and 
with great success. So much so that despite the 
changes to courses, examination structure and 
the uncertainty as to what a successful grade 
will look like, we are anticipating results at 
both A Level and GCSE which will be amongst 
the best in the school’s history. My thanks to 
governors, staff, parents, pupils and students for 
an outstanding effort over the past year.  Well 
done to all!

Governors have completed a great deal of work 
for the school this year and we now have a team 
of senior leaders I would say are amongst the 
best in the country. Congratulations to Miss 
Cusack, Mr Anderson and to Mr Rose for their 
promotions to deputy headteachers, and to Mrs 
Davies and Mr Hewitson for their promotion 
to assistant headteachers. A great deal of work 
has already been completed by the new senior 
leadership team and I am sure that they will help 
to confirm the already high regard with which 
the school is held by the local community.

Mrs Howard, as Director of Sixth Form, has 
ensured that full use has been made of the  

 
 
additional facilities available to the Sixth 
Form students. The Sixth Form students have 
embraced the opportunities for additional 
supervised study space, a more robust 
monitoring process and greater support and 
guidance in deciding on their future career 
paths. As always a great number of our students 
will be leaving us for university (including 
Oxbridge and to study medicine), to take up 
apprenticeships and to enter the world of work. 
We wish them well and success for the next stage 
in their lives. Our Sixth Form students continue 
to be excellent role models for our younger 
children, and the new Head Boy and Head Girl 
Team have some highly aspirational goals for 
their term of office. We will watch with interest!

Our school’s excellent work in support of 
The Nicholas Breakspear School has been 
acknowledged by Cardinal Vincent Nichols and 
Bishop John Wilson who cited it as-

“an excellent example of communion in the life of 
Catholic education, where one part of the family of 
schools reaches out to help another. It is something we 
are very proud of as a Diocese and I extend to all those 
involved both our sincere thanks and our genuine 
esteem for what have been achieved. Very well done!”

SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT PLAN



Teaching and Learning

TEACHING AND LEARNING RESEARCH

Much of the developmental work that takes place 
in the school is in support of our children and their 
experience in the classroom. As a school we encourage 
our staff to be lifelong learners and promote this work 
via the Masters qualification, Teacher Led Development 
Work with the University of Hertfordshire and our own 
programme of continued professional development.  
This year this work took the form of our “Four Strands” 
programme which has involved every member of staff. 
They have trialled new ideas, shared their thoughts 
at breakfast meetings, explored wider resources using 
twitter, podcasts and other platforms for sharing ideas 
amongst the education community and carried out a 
significant amount of work on the use of assessment, 
marking and feedback. They have worked very 
closely with our pupils and students who have made 
enlightening contributions to this very important 
work. This excellent work has once more advanced 
the progress our children have made in their studies. 
The plans for next year are even more exciting and 
adventurous!  

Pupils and teachers trying out Google  
expedition virtual reality teaching tool

    
 ENRICHMENT WEEK 2017

Plans were in place months ago and last week the school was 
excited about this year’s theme for Enrichment Week. The 
World is Watching provided us with the opportunity to learn in 
different ways and to try new things out in a safe and fun filled 
environment.

The week was filled with challenge, laughter and hard work. 
It was interesting to see that Monday and Tuesday provided 
a lot of physical challenge in many of the activities including 
astronaut training and Quiddich. Wednesday and Thursday gave 
opportunity for deep thinking through debating, making films 
with advice for the new Year 7 and creating items for a Good News 
Channel which is in complete contrast to the actual news of late.

Mrs MacDonald and Miss Ledden ran a “sweatshop” for two days 
where pupils in Year 8 and 9 produced over 30 tote bags from 
recycled materials which Miss Hewitson is taking out to Uganda in 
the summer. 

The week concluded with the celebration Mass of the feast of St. 
Peter and St. Paul, where we reflected on the way in which God is 
watching over us all.

There have been so many positive comments about next year 
already and we look forward to working on these plans when we 
return after the summer holidays.

The World is Watching Enrichment Week 2017



This year has seen more great success for 
JHN in a wide variety of sports. Our students 
have competed and represented the school 
brilliantly over the past 12 months. The netball 
teams continue to achieve strong results, teams 
from years 7, 8, and 9 winning their district 
league competitions. The year 9 team won the 
England Netball East tournament and were 
recognised for their achievements by the JHN PE 
department and The Stevenage Sporting Futures 
Team winning sports team of the year. 

Strong results continue in football with our 
students playing a high standard both in and 
out of school. All year groups had good seasons 
with the year 8 and year 10 teams winning their 
district leagues and the year 9 team getting to 
the district final.  The girls also had a great year 
playing a number of fixtures, as well as, winning 
the district U14 futsal competition. 

Our basketball teams had another good year, 
teams from each year group competed in their 
district leagues. The year 9 boys won their 
league in a nail-biting final! Our rugby teams 
are going from strength to strength, all teams 
from years 7, 8, & 9 played very well throughout 
the season. The year 7 rugby team won their 
district league and playing very well at the 
Hertfordshire 10s tournament. 

In cross-country our students continue to 
achieve great success. Strong results in the 
district cross-country led to our students 
running very well at the Hertfordshire  cross-
country event in St Albans. Special mention 
must go to Laura Stephens, Marian Magboo, Ben 
Walsh, Joseph Gallego, Joshua Akinboro.

In athletics Kit Kerr has become the County 
Combined Events winner; he will now go on 
to represent Hertfordshire in the Regional 
Competition this summer. Kit also participated 

Sporting Success



Higher achievements

in the  National Under 17 Indoor Heptathlon 
competition.  At district and county level we have 
had many outstanding performances with Joe 
Gallego, Lisa- Marie Uzokwe, Laura Stephens, 
Daniel Streeter and Christa Hetherington all being 
outstanding in their own fields.

Dance continues to grow within the school. We 
saw 14 of our year 8 girls participate in the county 
schools dance festival in St.Albans. Hannah 
Robinson (year12) and Natasha Davis (year 9)
won Silver Medals representing England at the 
Dance World Cup in Germany and Nicola Harris 
has been part of the  English National Ballet Youth 
Company and is aiming to apply for Ballet Schools 
next year. 

Our cricket teams played very well during the 
summer and the students continue to play in 
the local area outside of school. Teams from year 
7, year 8 and years 9&10 combined, competed 
strongly in the district with the year 7 team ending 

the league season unbeaten. 

The school continues to enter a wide variety of 
events run by the Stevenage Sporting Futures 
team (SFT) and have been victorious in a number 
of these including badminton, trampoline, indoor 
athletics, futsal, and golf. Our sports leaders work 
alongside the SFT throughout the year at various 
events gaining valuable leadership experience. At 
the recent SFT awards ceremony not only was our 
year 9 netball team a winner but Jess Baird won 
the  SFT KS4 young leader of the year and  Daniel 
Murtagh won Key Stage 3 sporting achiever .

The Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme continues 
to grow within the school, with 61 achieving the 
Bronze Award this year. As a department we are 
privileged to work with such great young people 
and it was brilliant to celebrate with so many of 
them at the Sports awards dinner in June. 

Megan Warren and Maisie Canon have been 
selected from Hertfordshire for the England 
Netball pathway. The girls will train as Elite 
netball players in the coming season.

Imogen Chastell reached the National Finals 
for the Omnium (5 events) in cycling. Back in 
March, Imogen finished in the top 10 in the 
country road/track cycling.

Tom Smith has played football for U15s Arsenal 
FC and U15s England. He has been named in 
the squad for the U16s also.

Ellen Day has played for Chelsea U15s this year 
and has just signed to play for Tottenham U16s 
next year.

Erika Magpantay is currently training at 
Lilleshall/ Newport with the GB Squad for 
gymnastics.  Erika has been offered National 
Squad training with the England team this year 
and will be attending training for the British 
Championships in March. 

Jack Munson has been representing England 
in a number of golf tournaments over the 
last couple of seasons.  Jack will represent 
Hertfordshire schools in the All England golf 
tournament this summer.

Year 9 Netball Team - England Netball East Tournament

Year 9 Basketball District Champions



Laura Copping continues her outstanding 
performances in swimming.  She is 
swimming for the Catholic schools games 
in Italy where she has just broken two 
relay records. She will compete in the 
British nationals this summer.

Daniel Murtagh has just participated in 
the Regional Swimming Championships.  
He has now been ranked 6th in Great 
Britain earning him an invitation to the 
British National Summer Championships.

Laura Copping will compete in the  
British nationals this summer

Enrichment continues to be an important part of life 
at The John Henry Newman School.  This year our 
school has organised 102 trips. Over this academic 
year visitors who have shared their knowledge, 
experience and insight include:

Ivor Pearl, a holocaust survivor, Bishop Paul 
McAleenan and the Mayor of Stevenage 
Joined us for the Hertfordshire Holocaust Memorial 
Commemorative Service held at JHN

Fintan O’Regan, a leading behaviour and learning 
specialist in the UK joined the staff for INSET 
training on autism and ADHD. 

 
Bishop John Wilson joined our school community for 
the day meeting pupils and students. 

Solveiga Pakštaite, a former student of our school 
who will also be our guest of honour for Presentation 
Evening later this year, inspired our Year 9 DT 
students with a master class.
 
Ant Wilson MBE visited our pupils and students 
during Science week to talk about sustainable 
buildings. 
 
Dr Daniel DeHanas, Lecturer in Political Science and 
Religion at Kings College, London came to talk to 
Year 10 RE pupils. 

Sixth Form
 
 

Enrichment and Charity Work

Ivor Pearl at the Hertfordshire Holocaust 
Memorial Commemorative Service held at JHN

Ant Wilson MBE during Science Week

Higher achievements continued...



Our patron, the Blessed John Henry Newman, 
made the following comment-

“In a higher world it is otherwise, but here below 
to live is to change, and to be perfect is to have 
changed often.”

As a school community we are constantly changing 
and seeking to improve, we are constantly in 
transition. That is not to say that we do not 
enjoy our outstanding pupils and students, our 
outstanding parents who support us and trust 
us and finally our outstanding staff.  We have 
an outstanding school, but it is the case that we 
constantly strive towards that higher world that 
John Henry Newman spoke of. 

A world where each person is loved for who 
they are, for the talents they have been given by 
our God and for the contribution they make to 
our community. A world where adult formation 
encompasses all of the gospel values that are so  

 

important to us: faithfulness and integrity;  
dignity and compassion; humility and gentleness; 
truth and justice; forgiveness and mercy; purity 
and holiness; tolerance and peace; service and 
sacrifice, all made in the service of our God and our 
community. 

I thank every member of our school community; 
you have once more given far more than I could 
have asked of you in service to our children. I 
thank you all for your continued prayers and 
support and wish you all a restful and spiritual 
summer break, safe in the knowledge that plans are 
in place for a new academic year which I am sure 
will be “stunning”.

Many thanks and God bless.

Mr C Mathew

Headteacher

And finally…….
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Sixth Form
Stephen Long from the Institute of Physics came to 
talk non specialists in Physics.

A number of people from the Air Bus Engineering 
Education Scheme came to talk to Sixth Form 
students. 

Julie Beechy, Clinicial Educator - Perioperative 
Care, in the East and North Hertfordshire NHS 
Trust came to talk to Year 12 and 13 Health and 
Social Care students about perioperative care.
 
Dr David Hassall (GSK), Oliver Ratcliffe 
(Education and Employers-apprenticeships), Clare 
Townsend (Connexions) and University lecturers 
joined the Sixth Form Form HE and Careers Fair 
during Enrichment Week.
 
Music
Karen Mav, former student and now West End 
Star attended the first ‘Showstoppers’ event, 
showcasing the talented musical theatre talent 
from across the school. She performed ‘I Am 
Changing’ from Dreamgirls that she is currently 
starring in.   
 
Kelly Oliver, former student and singer-songwriter 
visited our school during Enrichment Week to talk 
to the pupils about the positive uses of social  
media for promoting her music. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Charity work 

A summary of our charity work this academic 
year includes:

Macmillan Nurses  September 2016 
£119.68

Cafod    October 2016  
£83.70

Papworth Hospital  December 2016 
£3,600.17

RBL Poppy Appeal  November 2016  
£120.00

Herfordshire Homeless  December 2016  
£348.22

HCPT    March 2017  
£2,551.33

KiSS  
£32, 811.29 
 

Award winning singer-songwriter Kelly Oliver

Year total   £39,634.39


