
 Parables of the 
Kingdom of God in 
Luke’s Gospel 
What is the 
Kingdom of God?  

Why did Jesus die? 
Conflict in the 
Fourth Gospel 

The crucifixion and 
resurrection 
narratives in Luke’s 
Gospel 
Why is the death and 
resurrection 
significant in Luke? 

Scientific and historical-
critical challenges to 
the resurrection  
 
How should the 
resurrection be 
understood?   

How should we live?  
Jesus’ ethical teachings 
in the Gospel of Luke 

Key terms Kingdom of God   
Realised eschatology 
Parousia 
Imminent 
Eschatology 
Eschatology 
Futurist Eschatology 
Salvation 
Universalism 
Consistent 
Eschatology 
Parable 
Messianic Age 

The Law of Moses 
Sabbath 
Prophecy  
Blasphemy 
Christology 
 
 

Fulfilment 
Salvation History 
Sacrifice 
Atonement 
Redemption 
 

Testimony 
Credulity  
Naturalistic explanation 
Myth 
Hallucination 
hypothesis 
Mythicist theory 
Theft hypothesis 
Hypothesis  
Enlightenment 
 

Outcast 
Parable 
Universalism  
Pluralism 
Gentile 
Samaritan 

What will 
I learn 
about? 

Key thinkers: 
I H Marshall 
A Schweitzer. 
 
You will learn about:  
Texts and 
interpretations – The 
Kingdom of God in 
Luke: parables of the 
kingdom and 
eschatology a) The 
teaching of Jesus 
concerning the 
Kingdom of God, 
differing views on 
the arrival of the 
Kingdom, past, 
present and future. 

Key thinkers: 
E Rivkin  
R A Culpepper. 
 
You will learn 
about:  
Why did Jesus have 
to die?  a) Religious 
and political 
conflict in the 
ministry of Jesus as 
presented in the 
Fourth Gospel: the 
religious and 
political authorities 
and why they were 
so concerned 
about Jesus, the 

Key thinkers:  
I H Marshall  
F Matera 
 
You will learn about: 
The crucifixion and 
resurrection narratives 
in Luke’s Gospel a) Old 
Testament references, 
symbolism, fulfilment 
of scripture, God’s 
saving plan. The 
religious significance 
of the crucifixion 
narratives. b) The 
meaning and 
significance of the 
resurrection narratives 

Key thinkers:  
Ian Wilson and Frank 
Morison – you will 
compare their 
investigations on the 
resurrection 
 
You will learn about:  
The resurrection and 
the scientific and 
historical-critical 
challenges – faith and 
history: the death and 
resurrection of Jesus in 
modern scholarship a) 
The Context of scientific 
challenges to the 
resurrection as miracle; 

Key thinkers: 
I H Marshall 
 F Matera 
 
You will learn about:  
How should we live? a) 
Christian life: the ethical 
teaching of Jesus from 
the Sermon on the Plain 
in Luke 6 and other texts 
on the poor, outcasts, 
wealth and forgiveness, 
including the parables of 
the Lost (Luke 15), the 
Good Samaritan (Luke 
10), the Rich Man and 
Lazarus (Luke 16). b) The 
relationship of the 



b) The meaning, 
theological 
significance and 
importance for early 
believers.. 

arrest, trials, and 
charges made 
against Jesus. 
References may be 
made to the Law of 
Moses, Temple 
cleansing, Sabbath 
controversies. b) 
Other elements to 
Jesus’ challenge to 
Judaism: 
Christology, 
blasphemy, threat 
to power, political 
expediency. The 
context of conflict 
in Jesus’ ministry, 
its key themes and 
differing views on 
who was 
responsible for the 
death of Jesus.  

for early believers, 
including terms such 
as sacrifice, salvation, 
atonement, power of 
God, forgiveness of 
sins, relationship with 
God, the future of the 
early Church.  

the challenge of the 
Enlightenment – 
resurrection as a 
fictional event, the 
resurrection as myth, 
the resurrection as an 
event in the experience 
of the disciples. b) The 
work of Ian Wilson and 
Frank Morison on the 
historical evidence for 
the resurrection of 
Jesus based on analysis 
of the different Gospel 
narratives and 
alternative explanations 
for the empty tomb. (8) 
(9) c) Context, 
comparison and the 
strengths and 
weaknesses of these 
views. Their significance 
for understanding the 
texts and their impact 
on other areas of study 
over time 

teaching of Jesus to that 
of Judaism at the time. 
Interpretations of this 
material for today, 
including religious and 
secular views, and the 
impact on Christian codes 
of living, including 
equality and pluralism.  

Key 
questions 

What is the Kingdom 
of God? Who is 
eligible? How do you 
enter the Kingdom of 
God? When will it 
arrive and how we 
will we know? What 
is the theological 
significance and 
importance of the 
parables that Jesus 
uses to teach about 

Why did Jesus have 
to die? Why did 
Jesus come into 
conflict with the 
religious and 
political 
authorities?  Who 
is most responsible 
for the death of 
Jesus and why? 
How does the 
author of the 

What is the symbolism 
of the crucifixion 
narratives in Luke’s 
Gospel? Why are the 
differences with the 
other synoptics 
significant?  
What is the 
significance of Luke’s 
resurrection 
narrative? How is 
Luke’s theology 

How should we 
understand the 
resurrection? As an 
actual historical event? 
Myth? Miracle? Why 
was Jesus’ tomb empty? 
How convincing are the 
different hypotheses 
and what potential 
impact do these have 
on the Christian faith? 

What are the implications 
of Jesus’ ethical teachings 
on the lives of Christians 
today and how they 
respond to ethical issues 
in the modern world such 
as injustice and 
inequality?  How does 
Jesus’ Sermon on the 
Mount differ in 
Matthew’s Gospel 
compared with a version 



the Kingdom of God? 
What were the 
Jewish expectations 
about the kingdom 
of God? What did 
Jesus teach about 
the Kingdom of God? 
Why was the 
kingdom of God an 
important concept 
for the early church? 

Fourth Gospel 
demonstrate the 
theme of conflict? 
Who does the 
author hold as 
responsible and 
why?   

displayed in the death 
and resurrection 
narratives?  

How strong are the 
arguments put forward 
by scholars Wilson and 
Morison? How do 
philosophers challenge 
the resurrection as a 
miracle?  
 

in Luke? How were Jesus’ 
teachings radical and 
challenging and how do 
they remain so today?  

How will I 
be 
assessed? 

Mid-unit 
End of unit 
Note checks  

Mid-unit 
End of unit 
Note checks 

Mid-unit 
End of unit 
Note checks 

Mid-unit 
End of unit 
Note checks 

Mid-unit 
End of unit 
Note checks 

Suggested 
reading / 
watching 

Challenge reading 
booklet 
 
Scholar reading 
booklet 
 
See Knowledge 
Organiser 
 
New Testament 
Explained YouTube 
channel 

Challenge reading 
booklet 
 
Scholar reading 
booklet 
 
See Knowledge 
Organiser 
 
New Testament 
Explained YouTube 
channel 

Challenge reading 
booklet 
 
Scholar reading 
booklet 
 
See Knowledge 
Organiser 
 
New Testament 
Explained YouTube 
channel 

Challenge reading 
booklet 
 
Scholar reading booklet 
 
See Knowledge 
Organiser 
 
Watch this webinar 
from Chester University 
Did Jesus rise from the 
dead? 
https://vimeo.com/542
693704  
 
Watch documentary 
‘The Case for Christ’ 
 
New Testament 
Explained YouTube 
channel 

Challenge reading booklet 
 
Scholar reading booklet 
 
See Knowledge Organiser 
 
New Testament Explained 
YouTube channel 

 

Careers https://www.truetube.co.uk/resource/my-future-my-career-my-re/ and https://ahc.leeds.ac.uk/philosophy-undergraduate/doc/careers-employability-19 

https://vimeo.com/542693704
https://vimeo.com/542693704
https://www.truetube.co.uk/resource/my-future-my-career-my-re/
https://ahc.leeds.ac.uk/philosophy-undergraduate/doc/careers-employability-19


What can I do with A-level Religious Studies or with a Degree in Religious Studies: https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLbMnuGeZDyL25MP7Epxwpsnc1ots54K4W 

 

Where can I study Theology, Religious Studies and/or Philosophy? 

See Unifrog for careers and universities where you can study Theology, Religious Studies or Philosophy  

Which careers would an A-level in Religious Studies be useful for? 

Click here to find out more here by watching these videos of people in various professions talk about the relevance of their degree to their current role: 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLbMnuGeZDyL25MP7Epxwpsnc1ots54K4W 

Careers working with the United Nation promoting peace and conflict resolution 

https://careers.un.org/lbw/home.aspx?viewtype=VP&PID=332&lang=en-US  

Police Community Liaison officer – working within communities to promote community cohesion - https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/police-community-

support-officer 

Race Equality Officer – most universities have these roles  or Diversity and Inclusion Roles within many large institutions  

Careers in counselling explore here: 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/counsellor  

Careers with the Environment Agency 

https://environmentagencycareers.co.uk/  

Careers with Greenpeace 

https://www.greenpeace.org.uk/work-for-greenpeace/  

Journalism  

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/newspaper-journalist 

Charity Sector 

Careers in the charity sector explore here: 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/charity-fundraiser 

Education 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLbMnuGeZDyL25MP7Epxwpsnc1ots54K4W
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLbMnuGeZDyL25MP7Epxwpsnc1ots54K4W
https://careers.un.org/lbw/home.aspx?viewtype=VP&PID=332&lang=en-US
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/police-community-support-officer
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/police-community-support-officer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/counsellor
https://environmentagencycareers.co.uk/
https://www.greenpeace.org.uk/work-for-greenpeace/
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/newspaper-journalist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/charity-fundraiser


https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/secondary-school-teacher  

Law 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/solicitor  

 

 

 

Extra curricula – Find out what it is like to study Religious Studies at university by clicking here and watching lectures on a variety of topics aimed at A-level students by the 

University of Chester  

2021 Webinars https://www1.chester.ac.uk/subject-activities-schools-and-colleges/theology-and-religious-studies/trs-chester-level-webinars-1 

2020 Webinars: https://www1.chester.ac.uk/subject-activities-schools-and-colleges/theology-and-religious-studies/trs-chester-level-webinars-0  

 

What will I learn to do? Key skills: You will learn to make connections between the three areas of study and explain how developments in any of the areas of study have 

been influenced by one another. You will learn to develop a critical and reflective approach to the study of religion. You will learn to analyse and interpret both religious 

and scholarly texts and compare the significant work of scholars selected from the fields of the New Testament. You will learn to how to deconstruct religious 

information/issues and when evaluating key  religious issues, learn how to do this in a manner which is coherent and which uses logical chains of reasoning. You will learn 

how to use specialist language and terminology consistently and accurately and how to reach justified and convincing conclusions, which fully and logically draw ideas 

together.  

Cognitive skills  

● Non-routine problem solving – expert thinking, metacognition, creativity. 

 ● Systems thinking – decision making and reasoning.  

● Critical thinking – definitions of critical thinking are broad and usually involve general cognitive skills such as analysing, synthesising and reasoning skills.  

Interpersonal skills  

● Communication – active listening, oral communication, written communication, assertive communication and non-verbal communication.  

● Relationship-building skills – teamwork, trust, intercultural sensitivity 

● Collaborative problem solving – establishing and maintaining shared understanding, taking appropriate action, establishing and maintaining team organisation. 

Intrapersonal skills 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/secondary-school-teacher
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/solicitor
https://www1.chester.ac.uk/subject-activities-schools-and-colleges/theology-and-religious-studies/trs-chester-level-webinars-1
https://www1.chester.ac.uk/subject-activities-schools-and-colleges/theology-and-religious-studies/trs-chester-level-webinars-0


 ● Adaptability – ability and willingness to cope with the uncertain, handling work stress, adapting to different personalities, communication styles and cultures, and 

physical adaptability to various indoor and outdoor work environments.  

● Self-management and self-development –work autonomously, be self-motivating and self-monitoring, willing and able to acquire new information and skills related to 

work 


