
 The world of 
the first 
century in 
Palestine and 
the 
significance of 
this context 
for the life 
and work of 
Jesus  
 
What was the 
religious and 
political 
context at the 
time of Jesus? 

Prophecy of the 
Messiah 
 
Who is the 
Messiah? 

The purpose and 
authorship of 
the Fourth 
Gospel 
 
Who wrote the 
Fourth Gospel 
and why? 

The Prologue 
 
How does the 
Prologue reveal 
the nature of 
Jesus?  

Titles of Jesus 
and I am sayings 
 
Who is Jesus?  

Signs and 
miracles 
 
Why does Jesus 
perform signs? 

Interpreting the 
text 
 
How can Biblical 
criticism help to 
understand the 
Gospels? 

 Ways of 
Interpreting 
scripture 
 
How should the 
Bible be 
interpreted? 

Key terms Sadducees 
Pharisees 
Temple 
Samaritans 
Zealot 
Law of Moses 
Sabbath 
Hellenism  
Gentile 
Sabbath 
Exile 
Babylonians 
Kingdom of 
David 
Sanhedrin 
Elders 
Apocalyptic 
writings  

Prophecy 
Messiah 
Suffering Servant 
Proof text 
Messianic Secret 
Line of David  
  
 

Gentiles 
Spiritual Gospel 
Replacement 
theology 
Beloved disciple 
John the Elder  
Paraclete 
Life in his name 
Christology 

High Christology 
Low Christology 
Replacement 
Theology 
Tabernacle 
Logos 
Glory 
Incarnate 
Law of Moses 
Stoicism 
Platonic 
Philosophy 
Gnosticism 
Trinity 
Triune God 
Midrash 

Messiah 
Son of God 
Son of Man 
Priestly Messiah 
Royal Messiah 
Theophany 
Ego Eimi 
Kerygma 
 
 

Semeia 
Messianic 
Banquet 
Shavuot 
Law of Moses 
Realised 
Eschatology 
 

Proto-Gospel 
Priority of Mark 
Source Criticism 
Synoptic 
Synoptic Problem 
Form Criticism 
Redaction 
Criticism 
Biblical Criticism  
Hypothesis 
Q source 
Sitz im Leben 
Kerygma 
Narrative or 
reader criticism 

 Exegesis 
Hermeneutics  
Inerrant 
Inspired  
Senses of 
scripture 
Allegorical sense 
Enlightenment 
Natural Theology 
Higher Criticism 
Neo-orthodoxy 
(‘dialectical 
theology’) 
Existentialism 
Confessing 
Church 
Revelation 
Demythologising   

What will 
I learn 
about? 

You will learn 
about the 
world of the 
first century 

Key thinkers: 
R Brown 
M Hooker 

Key thinkers:  
R Brown 
C H Dodd 

Key thinkers: 
C H Dodd 
 M Hooker  

Key thinkers: 
R Brown 
 C H Dodd 

Key thinkers: 
 R Brown 
 C H Dodd 

You will learn 
about: 
Interpreting the 
text 

Key thinkers:  
R Bultmann 
K Barth 
A McGrath 



and the 
significance of 
this context 
for the life and 
work of Jesus 
a) Religious 
groups in 
Palestine. b) 
Hellenism. c) 
Roman 
occupation. d) 
The role and 
impact of 
these 
influences on 
legal and 
ethical 
dimensions of 
life in first-
century 
Palestine and 
the 
relationship of 
Jesus’ life and 
work to these 
influences. 

You will learn 
about: Prophecy 
regarding the 
Messiah (1) a) 
The Suffering 
Servant of Isaiah, 
the importance 
of the line of 
David, the idea of 
the messianic 
secret. b) The 
significance of 
these 
expectations and 
their impact on 
New Testament 
texts, including 
Matthew’s proof 
texts in the birth 
narratives and 
for 
understanding 
the Gospel texts.  

You will learn 
about: the 
different 
scholarly views 
and evidence for 
the purpose and 
authorship of the 
Fourth Gospel 
An examination 
of the different 
purposes of the 
Gospel and views 
of its authorship: 
Jesus as Christ, 
Son of God, life in 
his name, 
Spiritual Gospel, 
a Gospel to 
convert Jews and 
Gentiles, 
fulfilment of 
scripture. b) The 
strengths and 
weaknesses of 
these views 
based on the text 
and modern 
scholarship, and 
their significance 
for 
understanding 
the text for 
individuals and 
communities.  

You will learn 
about: The 
Prologue in 
John’s Gospel a) 
The meaning and 
theological 
significance, 
including ideas 
about the nature 
and person of 
Jesus, the Word 
made flesh, 
concepts of life, 
light and dark, 
belief, children of 
God, flesh and 
spirit, law, grace 
and truth. b) The 
influences of 
Judaism and 
Hellenism and 
the importance 
of these themes 
in understanding 
the gospel. c) The 
implication for 
religious laws 
and codes for 
living of different 
understandings 
of the identity 
and message of 
Jesus, including 
its influence 
beyond a 
religious 
community.  

You will learn 
about: Titles of 
Jesus in the 
synoptic gospels 
and selected ‘I 
am’ sayings in 
John (3) a) The 
meaning and 
significance of 
the terms 
Messiah, Son of 
God, Son of Man, 
and ‘I am the 
bread of life/light 
of the 
world/good 
shepherd/true 
vine’. b) The 
background and 
context of these 
titles, including 
Old Testament 
references and 
symbolism and 
the importance 
of these for 
interpreting and 
understanding 
the Gospels. c) 
The implication 
for religious laws 
and codes for 
living of different 
understandings 
of the identity 
and message of 
Jesus, including 
its influence 

You will learn 
about: Miracles 
and signs (4) a) 
The meaning and 
significance of 
the signs in the 
Fourth Gospel: 
Turning water 
into wine, the 
Healing of the 
Official’s son, the 
Healing at the 
pool, the Feeding 
of the 5000, 
Walking on 
water, the 
Healing of the 
blind man and 
the Raising of 
Lazarus. b) Ideas 
about the 
identity and role 
of Jesus and the 
importance of 
these signs for 
understanding 
Jesus’ ministry. c) 
The implication 
for religious laws 
and codes for 
living of different 
understandings 
of the identity 
and message of 
Jesus. 

a) The synoptic 
problem, source, 
form and 
redaction 
criticism – 
an examination 
of the 
relationship 
between the 
synoptic 
Gospels, 
including two 
source 
hypothesis 
(priority of Mark 
and 
‘Q source’), the 
idea of proto-
Gospels and the 
four-source 
hypothesis. 
b) Units of 
tradition and 
their type/form, 
the way texts 
appear to 
have been 
translated, 
edited and 
transmitted. 
c) The 
significance of 
this for 
understanding 
the texts 

You will learn 
about: Ways to 
interpret the 
Bible. You 
examine and 
evaluate the 
different ways of 
interpreting the 
Bible:  
a) The Bible as 
inspired: literal, 
allegorical and 
moral senses of 
scripture, 
modern 
scholarship on 
the value of 
scripture 
including Barth 
on scripture as 
the ‘Word of 
God’, Bultmann 
on 
demythologising 
the text and an 
overview of the 
four main 
approaches to 
post-
Enlightenment 
biblical 
interpretation of 
rational, 
historical, 
sociological and 
literary. 
b) The contexts, 
strengths and 



beyond a 
religious 
community.  

weaknesses of 
these positions 
and the 
significance of 
these models of 
interpretation for 
understanding 
the text today 
and its relevance 
for the modern 
world 

Key 
questions 

How did Israel 
become the 
people of 
God? 
What were the 
key events in 
the history of 
the Jewish 
religion and 
how did these 
events shape 
and influence 
Jewish belief 
of the 1st 
century? 
Who were the 
religious 
groups at the 
time of Jesus 
and what did 
they believe? 
How were the 
people of 1st 
century 
Palestine 
affected by 
both Roman 

Who was the 
Messiah and 
what were they 
expected to do? 
How did Jesus 
fulfil 
expectations of 
the Messiah? 
How convincing 
is the argument 
that Jesus 
deliberately kept 
his identity as the 
Messiah hidden? 
To what extent is 
Jesus the 
suffering servant 
of Isaiah? 
How important is 
the Line of David 
in terms of 
prophecy about 
the Messiah? 
How does 
Matthew’s 
Gospel prove 
that Jesus is the 

 Why was the 
Fourth Gospel 
written, what 
internal evidence 
is there within 
the Gospel to 
support the 
different 
theories? Which 
offers the 
strongest case 
and why does it 
even matter? 
Who was the 
author? How 
might knowing 
this affect our 
understanding of 
purpose and the 
Gospel itself? 
Who are the 
possible authors 
and how strong 
are these 
arguments? How 
significant is it for 
Christians today 

What are the key 
themes of the 
Prologue? 
How is it evident 
that the Prologue 
has been 
influenced by 
Jewish and Greek 
beliefs? 
What are the 
implications of 
the different 
understandings 
of the person of 
Jesus in the 
Prologue? How 
are Christians 
affected by the 
Prologue today? 
How important is 
the Prologue for 
the Gospel as a 
whole? 

Which titles did 
Jesus use for 
himself and 
which did he 
avoid and why? 
Does it matter if 
we cannot know 
which titles Jesus 
actually used? 
Why did the 
writers of the 
Gospels use titles 
from Jesus from 
the Old 
Testament? 
Which titles do 
the Gospels use 
and why? 
Why did the 
author of the 
Fourth Gospel 
include the ‘I am 
…sayings’? How 
do the titles 
selected by the 
Gospel writers 
reveal their 

Why does the 
author of the 
Fourth Gospel 
choose to include 
these specific 
miracles in his 
Gospel? 
Why does the 
author prefer to 
use the word 
‘sign’ instead of 
miracle? 
What is the 
purpose of the 
signs in the 
Fourth Gospel? 
What is the 
meaning and 
significance of 
each of the signs 
included? 
Why are signs 
still important for 
Christians today?  

How convincing 
is the argument 
and evidence 
that Mark was 
the first Gospel, 
known as the 
‘priority of 
Mark’? 
Which tool offers 
the best way to 
get  as close as 
possible to the 
life and teachings 
of Jesus and the 
early Church? 
How valuable are 
the different 
tools of Biblical 
criticism? 
What are some 
of the problems 
modern scholars 
face when 
studying the 
Gospels? 
What sources did 
the Gospels use?  

How and why 
should the Bible 
be interpreted? 
What does it  
mean to say the 
Bible is inspired 
How does St. 
Aquinas suggest 
scripture be 
interpreted?  
How did 
historical events 
affect the way in 
which scripture 
should be 
interpreted?  
How do scholars 
suggest 
reconciling 
interpreting 
scripture with 
modern 
attitudes?  
How did scholars 
set out to find 
the Jesus of 
history through 



Rule and 
Hellenism? 
How was Jesus 
affected by 
the teachings 
of the religious 
groups and by 
Roman rule? 

Messiah – the 
five proof texts? 
How does 
Matthew show 
parallels 
between the 
early life of Jesus 
and Moses and 
why does he do 
this? 
 

to know the 
purpose of the 
Gospel? 

theology? How 
are Christians 
today affected by 
the ‘I am 
sayings’? 

How similar and 
how different are 
the four Gospels? 
How significant 
are these 
similarities and 
differences?  
Why do some 
scholars favour 
narrative or 
reader criticism 
when studying 
the Gospels? 

examination of 
the Bible?  
How important 
has the work of 
Rudolph 
Bultmann been 
in this area of 
study? 

How will I 
be 
assessed? 

Mid-unit  
End of unit  
 
Note checks 

Mid-unit  
End of unit  
 
Note checks  
 

Mid-unit  
End of unit  
 
Note checks  
 

Mid-unit  
End of unit  
 
Note checks  
 

Mid-unit  
End of unit  
 
Note checks  

Mid-unit  
End of unit  
 
Note checks  
 

Mid-unit  
End of unit  
 
Note checks  
 

Mid-unit  
End of unit  
 
Note checks  
 

Suggested 
reading / 
watching 

including 
reading by key 
scholars  
 
Scholar 
reading 
booklet 
 
See 
Knowledge 
Organiser for 
book and 
documentary 
recommendati
ons   

Challenge 
reading booklet 
including reading 
by key scholars 
 
Scholar reading 
 
See Knowledge 
Organiser for 
book and 
documentary 
recommendation
s   

Challenge 
reading booklet 
including reading 
by key scholars 
 
Scholar reading  
 
See Knowledge 
Organiser for 
book and 
documentary 
recommendation
s   

Challenge 
reading booklet 
including reading 
by key scholars 
 
Scholar reading  
 
See Knowledge 
Organiser for 
book and 
documentary 
recommendation
s   

Challenge 
reading booklet- 
including reading 
by key scholars 
 
Scholar reading  
 
See Knowledge 
Organiser for 
book and 
documentary 
recommendation
s   

Challenge 
reading booklet 
including reading 
by key scholars 
 
Scholar reading  
 
See Knowledge 
Organiser for 
book and 
documentary 
recommendation
s   

Challenge 
reading booklet 
including reading 
by key scholars 
 
Scholar reading  
 
See Knowledge 
Organiser for 
book and 
documentary 
recommendation
s   

Challenge 
reading booklet 
including reading 
by key scholars 
 
Scholar reading  
 
See Knowledge 
Organiser for 
book and 
documentary 
recommendation
s   
  

 

What will I learn to do? Key skills? 

You will learn to:  Interpret and analyse key pieces of scripture; you will examine and analyse to identify meaning and infer what these texts reveal about Jesus, the author 

and consider their importance for the wider Christian community. In examining key passages, you will develop a detailed understanding of the nature of selected passages 



of text as well as the scholarly and critical methods used today to study the text of the New Testament. You will then extend your familiarity and understanding of the 

Gospel tests themselves when you consider how scripture should be interpreted and how the Gospels came to be. You will consider the views of important interpreters of 

the texts and contributors to the debate about the authority of the Bible in the Christian Church. These studies will give you the opportunity to explore links between this 

paper and other areas of study, for example in relation to Christian values in relation to the study of Ethics or the miracles of Jesus in relation to philosophical issues about 

their credibility. You will learn how the early Christian communities understood Jesus and how Christians today interpret and apply the texts as a key source of authority. 

The exam board have also identified the following skills below that this course of study will help you to develop 

Cognitive skills 

● Non-routine problem solving – expert thinking, metacognition, creativity. 

● Systems thinking – decision making and reasoning. 

● Critical thinking – definitions of critical thinking are broad and usually involve general cognitive skills such as analysing, synthesising and reasoning skills. 

Interpersonal skills 

● Communication – active listening, oral communication, written communication, assertive communication and non-verbal communication. 

● Relationship-building skills – teamwork, trust, intercultural sensitivity 

● Collaborative problem solving – establishing and maintaining shared understanding, taking appropriate action, establishing and maintaining team organisation. 
Intrapersonal skills 

● Adaptability – ability and willingness to cope with the uncertain, handling work stress, adapting to different personalities, communication styles and cultures, and 
physical adaptability to various indoor and outdoor work environments. 

● Self-management and self-development –work autonomously, be self-motivating and self-monitoring, willing and able to acquire new information and skills 
related to work 

 

 

 

Extra curricula: Visit the Royal Courts of Justice www.theroyalcourtsofjustice.com/tours/ 

http://www.theroyalcourtsofjustice.com/tours/


Slavery Museum in Liverpool www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/international-slavery-museum  

Science Museum London – look out for exhibitions relevant to Environmental Ethics www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/home 

Stephen Lawrence Charitable Foundation www.stephenlawrenceday.org/ 

Kew Gardens in Richmond – how is it protecting the planet from climate change www.kewhgardens.org  

 

Where can I study Theology, Religious Studies and/or Philosophy? 

See Unifrog for careers and universities where you can study Theology, Religious Studies or Philosophy  

Which careers would an A-level in Religious Studies be useful for? 

Click here to find out more here by watching these videos of people in various professions talk about the relevance of their degree to their current role: 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLbMnuGeZDyL25MP7Epxwpsnc1ots54K4W 

Careers working with the United Nation promoting peace and conflict resolution 

https://careers.un.org/lbw/home.aspx?viewtype=VP&PID=332&lang=en-US  

Police Community Liaison officer – working within communities to promote community cohesion - https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/police-community-

support-officer 

Race Equality Officer – most universities have these roles  or Diversity and Inclusion Roles within many large institutions  

Careers in counselling explore here: 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/counsellor  

Careers with the Environment Agency 

https://environmentagencycareers.co.uk/  

Careers with Greenpeace 

https://www.greenpeace.org.uk/work-for-greenpeace/  

Journalism  

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/newspaper-journalist 

Charity Sector 

http://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/international-slavery-museum
http://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/home
http://www.stephenlawrenceday.org/
http://www.kewhgardens.org/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLbMnuGeZDyL25MP7Epxwpsnc1ots54K4W
https://careers.un.org/lbw/home.aspx?viewtype=VP&PID=332&lang=en-US
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/police-community-support-officer
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/police-community-support-officer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/counsellor
https://environmentagencycareers.co.uk/
https://www.greenpeace.org.uk/work-for-greenpeace/
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/newspaper-journalist


Careers in the charity sector explore here: 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/charity-fundraiser 

Education 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/secondary-school-teacher  

Law 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/solicitor  

 

 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/charity-fundraiser
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/secondary-school-teacher
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/solicitor

