
Curriculum Mapping - for external bodies 

 

 

Year Group: 7 
Subject: Music  

Autumn 1 
Elements of Music 

Autumn 2 
African Drumming 

Spring 1 
Instruments of the 
Orchestra 

Spring 2 
Ukulele skills 

Summer 1 
Musical theatre 

Summer 2 
Music in the media 

Content 
 
What will I learn? 
 
What do I need to 
know? 

I will learn about: 
 
the interrelated 
dimensions of music 
 
rhythm through 
interactive activities 
 
using music 
technology to record 
musical ideas 
 
I will know that: 
all music is formed 
through the unique 
combination of the 
musical elements 
 
An understanding of 
rhythm is essential 
to musical 
understanding and 
development 
 
Key terms  
Pitch 
Tempo 
Duration 
Dynamics 
Timbre 
Tempo 
Silence 
Texture 
Pulse 

I will learn about: 
 
the use of drumming 
in west African 
cultures and develop 
my rhythm skills 
through learning to 
play the djembe  
 
time signatures, note 
values and other 
rhythmic notation 
 
I will know that: 
 
Communal 
drumming and 
singing is an 
important aspect of 
many african 
cultures 
 
By using different 
techniques, a variety 
of timbres can be 
made on the Djembe 
 
Rhythm is the 
organisation and 
patterns of pulses 
that are felt in music  
 
Rhythm can be 
accurately notated in 

I will learn about: 
 
The 4 sections of the 
orchestra  
 
The unique 
sound/timbre of the 
instruments in the 
orchestra 
 
How melodies are 
notated for 
instruments 
 
I will know that: 
the orchestra is 
made up of four 
sections 
 
each instrument has 
a distinct sound 
 
music can be 
notated for 
instruments to play 
 
 
Key terms  
Percussion 
Strings 
Woodwind 
Brass 
Pitched, unpitched 
Legato, staccato 

I will learn about: 
 
The rehearsal and 
performance 
techniques required 
to develop 
performing skills on 
the ukulele 
 
Chord shapes and 
formulating chord 
patterns 
 
Rhythm through the 
rehearsal of different 
strumming patterns 
 
I will know that: 
Through exploring 
structure and 
understanding chord 
patterns, performing 
and compositional 
skills can advance 
 
Practice strategies 
are essential to 
development on an 
instrument 
 
An understanding of 
rhythm is essential 
to musical 
understanding and 

I will learn about: 
 
The history and 
development of 
Musical Theatre 
 
The vocal 
techniques used to 
produce effective 
performances 
 
Melody and 
harmony in the voice  
 
I will know that: 
 
The voice type and 
range in pitch varies 
across different 
voices and 
performances 
 
The use of your 
diaphragm and 
breath control are 
essential for 
projection and 
accuracy in pitch 
 
The lyrics and how 
they are delivered 
through use of the 
elements are 
essential in relaying 

I will learn about: 
 
The function and 
development of 
music for advertising 
and films 
 
The common 
characteristics of 
jingles in advertising 
 
How the musical 
elements can be 
combined to help tell 
a story of a film 
 
I will know that: 
Music is composed 
for a specific 
purpose 
 
Advertising jingles 
are often short, 
repetitive and 
memorable to 
engage the listener 
 
Film music can be 
used to help tell the 
story of film clip 
 
Instruments can be 
selected to 
effectively support 



Rhythm 
Beats in bar 

a written form 
 
Key terms: 
 
Djembe; Bass, tone, 
slap, 
Call and response 
Imitation 
Repetition  
Ostinato 
Improvisation  
Note values; 
crotchet, quaver, 
rest, 
Time signature  
 
 

Pizzicato, glissando 
 
Musical notation: 
Scale 
Pitch 
Major, minor 
Chord, triad 
Crotchets 
Quavers 
Semibreve 
Minim 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

development 
 
Key terms  
Riff 
Chord 
Chord progression 
Major, minor 
Verse and chorus 
Unison 
Pop 
Fret 
Strings 
Tuning 
Tuning pegs 
Strumming 
Picking 
Down up strokes 
Strumming patterns  

the story 
 
Key terms  
Ascending and 
descending 
Leap and step 
Vocal harmony 
Verse and chorus 
Unison 
Solo  
Breathing 
Projection 
Diaphragm 
Pitch 
Tempo 
Dynamics 
Texture/layers 
Lyrics 
 
 
 
 
 
 

the story of a film  
 
Key terms 
Media 
Storyboard 
Pitch 
Tempo 
Duration 
Dynamics 
Timbre 
Tempo 
Silence 
Texture 
Riff 
Classical music 
Foley, sound effects 
Advertising 
Jingle 

Skills/applications 
 
What will I learn to 
do? 

I will learn (how) 
to: 
 
Recognise and 
define the elements 
of music in musical 
examples 
 
Apply the elements 
of music in listening, 
performance and 
composition  

I will learn (how) 
to:  
 
Produce different 
timbres on a djembe 
by using bass, tone, 
and slap techniques 
 
Accurately notate 
and interpret simple 
crotchet and quaver 
rhythms 
 
Accurately 
reproduce complex 
rhythms in a group 
setting, maintaining 

I will learn (how) 
to:  
 
Identify each section 
of the orchestra 
through listening 
 
Identify some 
instruments by their 
unique timbre 
 
Follow musical 
notation to play an 
orchestral theme on 
keyboard 
 
Multitrack record an 

I will learn (how) 
to: 
 
Identify important 
features of the 
ukulele, such as 
frets, tuning pegs 
and the notes of the 
individual strings 
 
Recognise chord 
shapes and the 
correct finger 
placement to play 
these chords 
accurately 
 

I will learn (how) 
to: 
 
Complete vocal 
warm ups that 
access different 
areas of the voice 
 
Use breath control 
and the diaphragm 
to support the notes 
in accuracy of pitch 
and the ability to 
project  
 
Understand the 
movements in pitch 

I will learn (how) 
to:  
 
Play and compose 
an advertising jingle 
using melody, 
chords and rhythm 
 
Play and compose 
short extracts of film 
music 
 
 



a strong sense of 
pulse and tempo  
 
 
 

orchestral melody on 
garageband 

Combine chord 
shapes to create 
interesting chord 
patterns 
 
Play a variety of 
different strumming 
patterns  
 
Combine an 
understanding of the 
key elements with 
practical skills to 
produce accurate 
and fluent 
performances on the 
ukulele 

and make-up of 
scales to build vocal 
harmony on top of 
melody 
 
Use the elements of 
music to adapt the 
vocal delivery  

Key questions that I 
will have to consider 
in the unit? 

Can I identify the 
elements of music in 
a piece of music? 
 
Can I play a rhythm 
in time with my 
group? 
 
Can I multitask to 
follow a body 
percussion/chair 
drumming routine 
from a video? 

How can a large 
group of people 
play?  
 
How does duration 
relate to tempo, and 
how do note lengths 
relate to each other? 
 
 

How is the sound of 
each instrument 
produced? 
What material is 
each instrument 
made of? 
Can I hear the 
difference between 
the sound of each 
section of the 
orchestra? 
Can I hear the 
difference between 
different orchestral 
instruments? 

How should I 
position myself and 
the ukulele to play 
accurately? 
How does a change 
in strumming 
patterns develop my 
performance? 
How can I effectively 
perform within an 
ensemble? 
How can I use the 
elements whilst 
performing on a 
Ukulele to develop 
my performance? 

How does a 
performer engage 
the audience? 
How do they use the 
elements of music to 
build on the story? 
What are the best 
rehearsal techniques 
to build confidence 
on stage? 
What are the 
benefits of 
completing warm 
ups/vocal exercises 
ahead of a 
performance? 

What makes an 
effective advertising 
jingle? 
 
Which instruments 
shall I use in my film 
composition? 
 
What are the key 
moments in the film 
clip that I want to 
compose music for? 

How will my learning 
be assessed? 

Bassline 
assessment 
Practical rhythm 
assessment  

Ensemble 
performance 
assessment  

End of unit listening 
assessment 
 

End of unit 
performance  
assessment 

Ensemble 
performance 
assessment 

Practical 
assessment of 
composed jingle 
Practical 
assessment of 
composed film 
soundtrack 



How does this help 
with my 
understanding 
beyond the subject? 
literacy/numeracy/ 
SMSC education 
(Spiritual, moral, 
social, cultural/ 
HEROs/ Careers 
awareness 
capabilities 

 

 
Literacy: using target 
vocabulary and 
knowing definitions 
of terms 
 
Numeracy: 
Rhythmic counting 
and note value ratio 
in percussion tasks 
 
SMSC: role of 
singing in worship, 
ensemble skills 
required, exposure 
to a wide range of 
musical styles 
 
HEROs: 
Hardworking, 
empathetic, 
resourceful, 
organised 

 
History and 
Geography: 
Exploring the uses 
of drums in sub-
saharan cultures  
 
Literacy:  
Adopting and 
utilising an 
increasing range of 
specialised musical 
vocabulary  
 
Numeracy:  
Rhythmic counting 
and note value ratio  

 
Numeracy: Rhythmic 
counting when 
playing 
Literacy: Instrument 
names and sections 
Historical 
development of 
instruments 
 
SMSC: ensemble 
skills required, 
paired work, 
exposure to Western 
classical music 
 
HEROs: 
Hardworking 
 
Careers: conductor 
and musicians 

 
Numeracy: 
Rhythmic counting 
when playing  
 
Literacy:  
Adopting and 
utilising an 
increasing range of 
specialised musical 
vocabulary 
 
SMSC: ensemble 
skills required 

 
Literacy:  
Exploring the 
meaning and intent 
of the lyrics through 
vocal delivery 
 
SMSC: ensemble 
skills required 
 
Cultural: 
understanding a 
significant art form 
within our society 
that combines skills 
from across the art 
forms eg staging, 
lighting, set design, 
costumes, dance etc 

 
Literacy: Look at and 
writing lyrics for an 
advertising jingle 
 
Numeracy: Rhythmic 
counting when 
playing 
 
Drama skills in the 
performance of 
advertising jingles 
 
SMSC: ensemble 
skills required 
 
HEROs: 
Independent 
working, creative, 
collaborative, 
planning 

How does this link to 
learning I have done 
before or am going 
to experience later? 

Builds on Primary 
school experience of 
music  
 
Introduces the 
elements of music 
which are present in 
all subsequent 
learning 
programmes 

Builds on prior 
rhythm work by 
practising playing 
more challenging 
music  
 
Introduces rhythm 
notation which will 
be developed in 
future learning 
programmes across 
KS3  

Builds on prior 
learning on the 
elements of music, 
timbre and rhythm 
 
Builds on prior music 
technology learning 
 
Introduces 
knowledge of the 
instruments of the 
orchestra which will 
be used in Music for 
the Media and in 
other units of the key 
stage 

Builds on prior 
understanding of 
rhythm work by 
playing a variety of 
strumming patterns  
 
Builds on ensemble 
skills and how to 
apply that to melodic 
instruments for 
future ensemble 
projects 
 
Introduces a 
practical 
understanding of 
chords and how to 
perform existing 

Builds on prior 
knowledge of the 
elements of music, 
particularly pitch, 
dynamics and 
texture 
 
Builds on ensemble 
skills and experience 
of live performance 
 
Introduces 
knowledge of the 
voice and the 
capabilities and 
strategies for 
different voice types 

Synoptic learning 
programme 
 
Builds on prior 
composition of 
rhythm in the 
elements of music 
and African 
drumming 
 
Builds on 
instrumental 
knowledge, ukulele 
skills and musical 
theatre vocal skills 
 
Builds on keyboard 
skills and music 



material on a chosen 
instrument 

technology skills 

What can I do at 
home (with my 
family) to develop 
my understanding 
further? 

Recap on key terms 
of the elements of 
music 
Practise body 
percussion and chair 
drumming routines 

Listen to a range of 
music, paying 
particular attention 
to things like tempo, 
pulse, and rhythm 
 
 

Listen to a range of 
orchestral music 
Listen to music from 
the Western 
classical tradition, 
television, film and 
video game music 
performed by 
orchestras 
Use DSO kids 
website to test my 
ability to identify 
musical instruments  

Use online tools 
such as 
ukebuddy.com to 
recap over different 
chord shapes and to 
create own chord 
patterns 

Listen to and watch 
a range of musical 
theatre 
performances, 
focusing on different 
voice types and how 
pitch, dynamics and 
texture influence and 
relay the story 

Discuss advertising 
jingles and use of 
music in various 
media 
 
Discuss why you 
think that music is 
present in that 
media form  

 

  


