
 

Year Group: 8 
Subject: Music 

Autumn 1 
Musical Futures 
Stand By Me  

Autumn 2 
Music Technology  
Remix and 
Arrangement 

Spring 1 
Musical Futures  
Covering a song 

Spring 2 
Theme and 
Variation 

Summer 1 
Musical Futures 
Songwriting 

Summer 2 
Blues Music  
 

Content 
 
What will I learn? 
 
What do I need to 
Major, minor 
Duration 
Tempo 
Pulse 
Pitch 
Instruments 
Broken chord 
Alberti bass 
Tone/semitone 
Note values 
Loops 
Texture 
Harmony 
Drone  
Staff notation 
reminder know? 

I will learn about: 
 
Chords; how playing 
multiple notes 
simultaneously is the 
basis of harmony 
 
Chord progressions; 
how a repeated 
series of chords 
forms the basis of 
the song we are 
focussing on  
 
How chord 
progressions follow 
a fixed rhythmic 
structure organised 
into beats and bars  
 
How to play an 
independent musical 
role in an ensemble 
setting  
 
Ensemble skills; 
what it takes to 
participate and 
progress 
successfully in a 
student-led group 
setting    
 
 
 
I will know that: 

I will learn about: 
 
How structure and 
texture are used in 
music to give a song 
a sense of 
development, 
energy and emotion, 
as well as tension 
and release  
 
Layering different 
timbres in a skillful 
way  
 
Remixes and how 
and how the 
elements of music 
can be used in 
different ways to 
give different 
musical outcomes 
 
Electronic timbres 
through the use of 
music technology, 
such as synthesisers   
 
 
I will know that: 
 
Music can be 
organised into beats 
and bars 
 
By using structure 

I will learn about: 
 
Listening to and 
choosing 
appropriate 
repertoire for 
instrumentation 
 
How to develop and 
play an independent 
musical role in an 
ensemble setting 
 
The development of 
chord progressions 
and how they form 
the basis of the 
chosen song 
 
Key signatures and 
the relation to 
instrumental parts 
 
Ensemble skills; 
what it takes to 
participate and lead 
on the rehearsing of 
and performing of 
chosen material 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I will learn about: 
 
Themes as short 
melodic ideas and 
variations as altered 
versions of an 
original theme 
 
Pieces of music and 
composers who 
have composed 
theme and variations 
 
Using the elements 
of music as a way of 
varying a theme 
 
 
I will know that: 
 
A musical theme is a 
short melodic idea 
that becomes the 
main idea for a piece 
of music 
 
A variation is an 
altered version of 
the original melody 
 
I can use the 
elements of music to 
vary a musical 
theme 
 
Key terms  

I will learn about: 
 
The starting process 
of songwriting and 
how to structure and 
arrange existing 
musical ideas with 
layers of composed 
parts 
 
How to compose 
vocal melodies over 
a given chord 
pattern 
 
How to arrange 
instrumental parts 
around a given 
chord pattern 
 
Analysing existing 
lyrics and how to 
compose lyrics 
around a theme 
 
How to combine 
instrumental and 
vocal parts into a 
structured piece of 
music, using 
elements such as 
texture and 
dynamics 
 
 
 

I will learn about: 
 
The history and the 
continuing 
significance of blues 
music in western 
popular music 
 
The twelve-bar blues 
chord progression  
 
The blues scale and 
how it can be used 
for improvisation 
 
The walking bassline 
and how it fits 
musically with the 
12-bar structure 
 
AAB lyric structure in 
Blues music 
 
 
I will know that: 
 
The blues has 
contributed 
significantly to the 
pop music that we 
listen to today  
 
The Blues is an 
American genre with 
its roots found in 
west african culture, 



 
Stand By Me has 
specific chord 
progression that I 
will need to 
memorise and be 
able to play on an 
instrument of my 
choice 
 
The success of my 
group is dependant 
on the contribution 
and effort I make in 
my chosen musical 
role 
 
 
 
Key terms  
 
Harmony 
Chord  
Chord Progression  
Tempo 
Pulse 
Ensemble  
 

and texture with skill 
the music I create 
will be more 
engaging to the 
listener 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Key terms  
 
Remix 
Arrangement 
Texture  
Structure 
Timbre 
Chord 
Chord Progression  
Basslines 
Beats 
Beats and Bars 
 
Record, play, edit, 
delete 
MIDI region 
AUDIO region 
Piano roll 
Playhead 
Pencil tool 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I will know that: 
 
The process and 
organisation 
required to choose 
appropriate material 
is essential to group 
rehearsal 
 
The success of an 
ensemble requires 
creative 
contributions and 
effort from all 
members of the 
group  
 
An awareness of 
how the individual 
parts combine 
together to create an 
effective group 
sound is essential  
 
 
Key terms  
 
Cover/original 
Key signature 
Pitch 
Broken/block chords 
Chord progression 
Bass line 
Structure 
Dynamics 
Texture 
Tempo 
Ensemble skills 
Tab 
Chord chart/diagram 
Notation 
Rehearsal 

Major, minor 
Duration 
Tempo 
Pulse 
Pitch 
Instruments 
Broken chord 
Alberti bass 
Tone/semitone 
Note values 
Loops 
Texture 
Harmony 
Drone  
 
 
 
 
 
 

I will know that: 
 
A given chord 
progression can be 
performed in a 
variety of ways to 
produce different 
outcomes; 
rhythmically, 
texturally, broken or 
blocked chords etc. 
which can vary the 
sense of style  
 
Layering up 
individual 
instrumental parts 
using the elements 
of music will build a 
varied piece of 
music 
 
Creating lyrics 
around a theme will 
help to structure the 
song  
 
Key terms  
 
Chord progression: 
C G Am F 
Chord charts 
Broken/block chords 
Melody 
Lyrics 
Theme  
Harmony 
Ascending, 
descending, static  
Structure 
Arrangement 
 

brought to America 
via the North Atlantic 
Slave Trade 
 
The 12 bar blues 
uses 3 chords in a 
specific order and 
number of times.  
 
The walking bassline 
is a 2 bar phrase 
that uses the notes 
of a broken 7th 
chord  
 
By using the notes 
of the Blues scale, 
melodic 
improvisation over 
the 12 bar blues is 
possible 
 
Rhythm in Blues 
music is swung 
rather than straight 
 
 
Key terms  
 
Chords 
Chord Progression 
Bassline 
Walking Bass 
12 Bar Blues 
Swung rhythm 
Straight rhythm  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Skills/applications 
 
What will I learn to 
do? 

I will learn (how) 
to:  
 
Play an instrument 
in a band setting: 
Singing, piano, 
guitar, bass guitar, 
ukulele, or drums 
 
Practise and 
develop my sense of 
rhythm and pulse 
within an ensemble 
setting 
 
Work in an 
ensemble setting, 
developing 
teamwork, empathy, 
and leadership skills  
 
Use listening skills to 
identify what I need 
to practise in order 
to improve  
 
Use ensemble skills 
to identify what my 
group needs to 
practise in order to 
improve  

I will learn (how) 
to:  
 
Use the primary 
input and editing 
functions of 
Garageband 
 
Combine my musical 
knowledge and 
understanding with 
my own creative 
ideas to create a 
remix of an existing 
song 
 
Work collaboratively 
in a pair  
 
Be discerning when I 
make musical and 
creative decisions; 
e.g. what sounds do 
I like? How do I think 
they will be used 
most effectively?  

I will learn (how) 
to:  
 
Listen to and identify 
appropriate song 
choices for the 
instrumentation in 
my group, relevant 
chord progressions 
and the appropriate 
key signature 
 
Play an instrument 
in a band setting: 
voice, guitar, piano, 
bass, ukulele or 
drums 
 
Form effective 
rehearsal strategies; 
breaking down the 
material and setting 
individual and group 
targets 
 
 
Work in an 
ensemble setting, 
developing 
teamwork, empathy 
and leadership skills  
 
Understand the key 
features and 
rehearsal techniques 
on individual 
instrument to 
develop focused 

I will learn (how) 
to:  
 
Describe how a 
theme has been 
altered in a piece of 
music 
 
Play and record a 
major theme on 
keyboard from 
musical notation 
 
Play the same 
theme in a minor key 
from musical 
notation 
 
Use the elements of 
music to create 
additional variations 
of the original theme 
on keyboard and 
record these on 
garageband 
 

I will learn (how) 
to:  
 
Play and perform a 4 
chord pattern 
appropriate to the 
style of song written 
 
Add instrumental 
parts for my 
ensemble based 
around the 4 chord 
pattern 
 
Use the elements of 
music to vary 
sections of the song 
 
Compose short 
melodic ideas to a 
given chord pattern 
 
Combine these 
melodic ideas with 
lyrics written to a 
theme to compose 
an original verse and 
chorus 
 
To use previous 
practical and 
ensemble 
experience to offer 
creative 
contributions to 
group work 
 
To understand how 

I will learn (how) 
to:  
 
Arrange the chords 
of a 12 bar blues 
 
Play a walking 
bassline that 
responds to the 12 
bar blues chord 
pattern  
 
Improvise using the 
notes of the blues 
scale 
 
Play rhythms with a 
swung feeling, as 
opposed to straight 
 
Work in a pair 
collaboratively 
 
 
 
 



performance skills 
 

to structure a piece 
of music  

Key questions that I 
will have to consider 
in the unit? 

What instrument do I 
want to focus on for 
this project? 
 
What do I need to 
focus on to be 
successful on my 
instrument?  
 
Is this an opportunity 
for me to start 
learning an 
instrument I want to 
pursue beyond this 
project?  

Are there any things 
I struggled with last 
year?  
 
What can I do to 
refine and improve 
my remix project? 
 
Are there any 
musical techniques 
that my teacher has 
talked about in class 
that I haven’t used 
yet in my project? 

What song 
choice/genre of 
music would be 
appropriate for our 
group? 
 
What instrument do I 
want to focus on for 
this project?  
 
How can I use 
previous practical 
experience to plan 
for and contribute to 
effective rehearsals 
for this project? 
 
What do I need to 
focus on to be 
successful on my 
instrument? 
 
What does the group 
need to focus on to 
be a successful 
ensemble? 
 
 

Do I recognise the 
original theme in the 
musical example? 
 
Can I recall the 
elements of music 
and use these to 
alter a theme in a 
set of variations? 
 
Do I remember how 
to use garageband 
to play, record and 
edit my musical 
piece 

How can I vary the 
way I play the given 
chord pattern on my 
instrument? 
 
How can I use 
rhythm, texture, 
dynamics and other 
elements to create 
interesting parts for 
a song? 
 
What role can I play 
in my ensemble to 
contribute different 
ideas (not 
necessarily just on 
my chosen 
instrument)?  
 
What have I learnt 
from previous 
ensemble 
experience that will 
help me in this 
project? 
 
What skills can I 
draw on from other 
subjects to help with 
the songwriting 
process? 

Can I remember the 
12 Bar Blues 
pattern? 
 
How does the 
walking bass (a 2 
bar phrase) work 
when some of the 
chords in the 12 bar 
blues are only 
played for 1 bar? 
 
How might I improve 
my keyboard playing 
skills to help me to 
be successful in this 
project? 
 
What kind of lyrics 
might I write for a 
blues song? Why?  
 
How might the 
learning in my 
previous music topic 
help with this 
project? 
 
 
 
  

How will my learning 
be assessed? 

Ensemble 
performance 
assessment  

Submission of final 
remix project  

Ensemble 
performance 
assessment  

Paired work on 
garageband project 

Ensemble 
performance 
assessment  

Submission of two 
Garageband 
assignments  



How does this help 
with my 
understanding 
beyond the subject? 
literacy/numeracy/ 
SMSC education 
(Spiritual, moral, 
social, cultural/ 
HEROs/ Careers 
awareness 
capabilities 

 

HEROs: 
Learning and 
developing my ability 
to negotiate social 
challenges whilst 
working in a group 
setting  
 
Careers: 
Leadership and 
collaboration 
 
SMSC: 
Creative expression  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Literacy:  
Adopting and 
utilising accurate 
and increasingly 
advanced musical 
vocabulary  
 
ICT:  
Organising work 
done on a digital 
platform; saving, 
naming, locating, 
etc.  
 
SMSC: 
Developing creativity 
through skills and 
knowledge 
 

Literacy:  
Continuing to use 
appropriate musical 
terminology 
appropriate to 
instrument and 
rehearsal strategies 
 
SMSC: ensemble 
skills required 
 
HEROs: 
Independent 
working, creative, 
collaborative 
 
Social: 
Students bring their 
own musical tastes 
and influence their 
own learning 
stylistically 
 
 

Literacy: Musical 
elements 
terminology 
 
Historical: Broad 
range of historical 
styles of music and 
their context 
 
SMSC: social, 
paired work on 
project 
 
HEROs: Practice, 
Independent 
working, creative, 
collaborative  

Literacy:  
Drawing on and 
using skills from 
other subjects e.g. 
understanding of 
how to construct a 
poem in English to 
apply to lyric writing 
in Music 
 
HEROs: Practice, 
Independent 
working, creative, 
collaborative, 
leadership skills 
 
SMSC: ensemble 
skills required 
 
Cultural: exploring 
differing origins and 
styles of music to 
understand how and 
why they were 
composed in the 
way that they were 

Literacy:  
Adopting and 
utilising accurate 
and increasingly 
advanced musical 
vocabulary  
 
Literacy: 
Using skills learned 
in English to help 
write appropriate 
Blues lyrics 
 
SMSC:  
Understanding the 
dark history of the 
Blues and aware of 
the real human pain 
and suffering that is 
at the core of this 
style of music 
 
Numeracy: 
Understanding the 
significance of ratios 
and patterns in 
music 
 
 

How does this link to 
learning I have done 
before or am going 
to experience later? 

Throughout year 7 I 
will have been 
developing my 
understanding of 
rhythm, pulse, and 
tempo, this learning 
will be need to be  
utilised in order to be 
successful in this 
project  
 
I will have learned 

Builds upon 
understanding of 
rhythmic structure 
and organisation as 
well as notation  
 
Continuing 
development of 
music technology 
skills 
 
Continuing 

Recalls prior 
learning on the 
elements of music 
and how to apply 
these to practical 
projects 
 
Builds on ensemble 
skills and introduces 
further student 
leadership and 
responsibility with 

Recalls prior 
learning on the 
elements of music 
 
Recalls prior 
learning on the 
instruments of the 
orchestra 
 
Builds on prior 
learning of music 
technology on 

Recalls previous 
practical skills on 
instrument 
 
Builds upon 
experience of 
ensemble skills and 
how to work 
effectively in a group 
 
Recalls prior 
learning on how to 

Recalls prior 
learning  



about and played 
major and minor 
chords though my 
year 7 ukulele 
project In this project 
I will revisit my 
understanding of 
chords and develop 
it by learning to play 
major and minor 
chords on my 
chosen instrument  

development 
keyboard skills 
 
Will provide a strong 
foundation for the 
more advanced 
music technology 
project that takes 
place in Year 9   
 
 

own song choice 
Builds on 
instrumental 
knowledge and 
introduces 
instrument specific 
strategies for 
independent 
rehearsals  

garageband 
 
Links to future 
learning on 
songwriting and 
varying melodies 

use the elements of 
music when 
performing in a 
practical ensemble 
 
Introduces the skill 
of lyric writing and 
composing of 
melodies to support 
development of 
these skills in Year 9 
and GCSE work 

What can I do at 
home (with my 
family) to develop 
my understanding 
further? 

Listen to Stand By 
Me as many times 
as possible Being 
familiar with a piece 
of music is very 
important when we 
are trying to learn 
how to play it  
 
Practise my 
instrumental or 
singing part at home 
or at school outside 
of lesson time  

Listen to examples 
of remixes and their 
original versions 
 
Think about how the 
musical elements 
are used differently 
between the pieces 
and what effect it 
has 
 
Write down any 
ideas you may want 
to use in your project  
 
Write down any 
questions you may 
want to ask your 
teacher  

Listen to chosen 
song as frequently 
as possible to 
become as confident 
as possible in the 
structure, 
instrumental roles 
and how the 
elements are used 
throughout the song  
 
Listen to as many 
cover versions of the 
song as possible to 
offer further 
examples of how the 
music could be 
interpreted and 
performed 

Listen to pieces of 
music that contain 
variations on themes 
 
 

Listen to a variety of 
music, particularly 
styles that you hope 
to influence your 
songwriting. Listen 
to the instruments 
that have been 
included, what is 
their role? How does 
the melody move? 
What story do the 
lyrics tell? 
 
Use online tools 
such as bandlab, 
ukebuddy, 
chordchord, virtual 
piano etc. to support 
you in practicing/ 
creating parts 
outside of the 
lesson.  
 
Research 
songwriting 
strategies from 
some of your 
favourite artists 

Listen to examples 
of Blues music  
 
Listen to examples 
of 50s Rock n Roll 
that use 12 Bar 
Blues and Walking 
Bass 
 
Research the 
cultural and 
historical 
backgrounds of 
Blues music  
 
Talk about some of 
the challenging 
cultural and 
historical 
backgrounds of 
Blues music 
 
 
 
 

 


