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To whom it may concern 

On behalf of the Diocese of Westminster and as Director of Education for the Diocese of Westminster, I wish to have the 

following recorded.  

The John Henry Newman School, its staff and pupils are an outstanding community. They have contributed very successfully to 

every area of life in the Diocese. They have most notably taken on the task and role of ‘Lead School’ in support of the Nicholas 

Breakspear Catholic School, St. Albans. At every level The John Henry Newman School’s Leadership Team has been the driving 

force in leading the rapid and sustained progress that the Nicholas Breakspear School has made in the past year.  

Under the Executive Headship of Mr Mathew with the support of his Senior Leadership Team, the Nicholas Breakspear School 

has moved from ‘Special Measures’ to ‘Requires Improvement’ with features of ‘Good’ in one year. At the most recent 

monitoring visit from HMI Ian Middleton, the point was made that the Nicholas Breakspear School has a strong possibility of 

achieving a grading of ‘Good’ at the end of 2015. Although this has yet to be fulfilled, it is indicative of the outstanding 

leadership and support the John Henry Newman School has provided to the Nicholas Breakspear School. To move from ‘Special 

Measures’ to ‘Good’ in such a short period of time, and with limited resources, is a truly remarkable achievement. I have no 

doubt that this progress could not have been made without the outstanding contribution of The John Henry Newman School. 

The John Henry Newman School is a dynamic and aspirational environment in which to be educated. Pupils make excellent 

progress and the results are widely acknowledged to be amongst the best in the County of Hertfordshire where the school is 

located. The school has provided four Diocesan Section 48 Inspectors and a member of the Diocesan Inspection Committee. 

The Headteacher is a Trust Board member of the Diocese of Westminster Academy Trust Board, responsible for 11 schools. In 

addition, The John Henry Newman School staff are involved in countless outreach activities with local primary schools. The 

school has a proven track record in its capacity to develop others and it is outstanding.   

The wider community and outreach work of the school is also outstanding, most notably the work undertaken with ‘KISS’, the 

Kiddies Support Scheme. This charity supports deprived children in Uganda and was founded by former pupils of the School; it 

forms the focus of fundraising activity for the students. The School has raised over £300,000 for ‘KISS’. The members of the 

school community are very active in the local parishes and by their contributions, those parishes are enriched.  

The Governors of the School have a clear strategic vision for the School; they challenge the School’s leadership to be aspirational 

for their pupils and students. The most obvious indicator of this is the accelerated performance of the School in national league 

tables; most recently the School has been ranked in the top 90 state funded, non-selective schools in the country. I have read 

the report and must comment that it is not representative of my experiences of the school, which I have visited many times. I 

have very frequent and regular contact with the Headteacher and I am surprised by the bland references to his leadership; again 

this has not been my experience. The Headteacher is outstanding and it needs to be recognised in the report. It currently does 

him and the school a disservice. I would ask that the outstanding achievements of the School are recognised; there are not 

many comprehensive schools that send so many students to high quality universities including Russell Group Universities. Most 

notably, in the last academic year the School successfully placed seven students at either Oxford University or Cambridge 

University. 

I am happy to talk to any member of your review and thank you for considering my comments in relation to the school. 

 

For and on behalf of JP Morrison  

13 February 2015. 

 

mailto:maryjomartin@rcdow.org.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 


