
 

Friday, 03 April – Letter 19 

Ref:  CMA/jhe 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

I am sure that many of are you are experiencing that “Friday feeling”, and looking forward 

to a well-earned rest after this most extraordinary period of time. No doubt the most bizarre 

time in living memory. I have as promised, an Easter challenge for you. The images are 

shown below- 

 



 

 

 

My thanks to Mrs Fuller, who has put the challenge together, I hope you enjoy it and I am 

looking forward to seeing the final product.  Please return to her by Monday 20th April at the 

latest. 

 



Our chaplaincy team have been very busy ensuring that we have good links with our local 

parishes. They have put some ideas together for you for Holy Week, and the contact details 

for all our local parishes. We hope that it is helpful. My thanks to Mrs Berwick and her team 

for putting this information together. 

Holy Week Family Retreat and Holy Week Journal 

If you would like to plan Holy Week with your family, setting some time out each day in a 

structured way, then here is a link to some great resources to help you do that. Katie (the 

author of this resource) has provided an editable home schedule for the week with the 

relevant scripture, activities, videos and food ideas for each day. Accompanying this is a 

printable journal template for your family to complete. 

https://www.looktohimandberadiant.com/2020/03/holy-week-at-home-editable-schedule-

and.html 

Holy Week Easter Garden 

If you would like to be more creative with your time during Holy Week, then the Diocese of 

York have produced an amazing resource, which leads you through readings, prayers and 

reflections alongside creating an Easter Garden. The attached PDF link guides the family 

through daily readings, songs and activities, which you can use alongside the Easter Garden 

activity or on their own. 

https://dioceseofyork.org.uk/uploads/attachment/4647/holy-week-home-resources.pdf 

When I can't get to church 

The Salesians have produced a prayer resource, which follows the shape of the Mass and 

can be used during these times that we cannot attend Sunday Eucharist.   

http://www.salesians.org.uk/images/spiritual_comunion_4.pdf 

Three Minute Retreat 

Loyola Press have provided a daily online prayer opportunity in the form of a 3 minute 

retreat. You will need a laptop, PC or other device, and you will be guided through 

reflective prayer and meditation each day. 

https://www.loyolapress.com/3-minute-retreats-daily-online-prayer 

Ten:Ten Resources 

Ten:Ten have released free daily prayers from home during the period of school shutdown. 

Each week the prayers are based on the theme of the Gospel. Here is the link to the primary 

prayers to share with younger children. 

https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/primary-subscription/prayers-for-home/homeprayer-

2020-03-30/#1584965976055-3a678f79-cb53 
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Prayers of Hope 

Churches Together in England have provided a printable poster to be displayed in 

windows, as Christians join together their prayers of hope. Endorsed by the Cardinal, we are 

encouraged to keep alight our prayers from Sunday throughout the whole week. Plain 

templates are available to be coloured in by children. 

https://www.cte.org.uk/Articles/571088/Home/News/Latest_news/Prayers_of_Hope.aspx?re

directed=1 

From our Parishes 

The Diocese of Westminster has published a schedule of daily Masses, which are live 

streamed from across the diocese. These can be found here: 

https://rcdow.org.uk/news/how-to-participate-in-mass-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/ 

Stevenage - Fr Nigel from St Joseph's, Bedwell posts a weekly video-homily on the 

Stevenage RC Community Facebook page.  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/stevenageRC/ 

Hitchin - Fr Tom from Our Lady Immaculate and St Andrew, Hitchin has shared their daily 

Mass audio recording on their website. 

https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hitchin/ 

Welwyn - Fr Norbert, Dean of Stevenage, has shared the Welwyn Catholic churches 

YouTube channel where Mass is live-streamed every Sunday at 10am. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMRar5c56VdIMK7v7aQLaRg/ 

Letchworth - Fr Jimmy from St Hugh of Lincoln, Letchworth will be live-streaming 

throughout Holy Week, starting with Palm Sunday Mass at 9.30am. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hl4mANHOxJo 

Below, I have the well-being calendar, which our well-being team have been working on for 

you. I hope that it is useful and helps to fill the weeks ahead. 

https://www.cte.org.uk/Articles/571088/Home/News/Latest_news/Prayers_of_Hope.aspx?redirected=1
https://www.cte.org.uk/Articles/571088/Home/News/Latest_news/Prayers_of_Hope.aspx?redirected=1
https://rcdow.org.uk/news/how-to-participate-in-mass-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/stevenageRC/
https://parish.rcdow.org.uk/hitchin/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMRar5c56VdIMK7v7aQLaRg/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hl4mANHOxJo


 

 

My final update on recent activities, is summarised in the two photos below. If you follow 

us on Twitter, you will have seen that we have donated our safety glasses to the Lister and 

Royal Free hospitals. We have also been making face protectors in our DT rooms, using our 

laser cutter. These items of PPE have been given to community nurses, who are visiting 

babies to give them vaccinations in their homes. Mrs Gallagher is leading this excellent work 

and she has made a video so that other staff can make them in her absence. 

 



 

A remarkable couple of weeks and a time that has been made the most of because of the 

remarkable people surrounding us.  

To every member of staff, thank you for all that you have done and for the manner in which 

you have carried out your work; you are outstanding.  

To every parent and guardian who has stepped up to the unexpected role of teacher, tutor 

and mentor, thank you. You have taken on History, Science, Maths, English and all of the 

other subjects with gusto, courage and enthusiasm. You, too, are outstanding!  

Finally, to every pupil and student who has taken to remote learning in a manner which is 

far beyond what anyone could have expected or asked of you, thank you. You are stunning, 

and you have made me, your teachers and support staff, and your parents and guardians 

proud of you.  

I ask that you all, every single one of you, take a break over the Easter holidays where you 

can, so that you can rest and restore. I need you all to be able to return for our next five week 

half term, ready to go again! I, like you, am hoping that this will soon be over, but I know 

that if it is not, we will move forward together as one community; links in a chain, who 

support, care and ensure that no one is left behind. 

For once, our “Mission” as Saint John Henry Newman has said, could not be clearer. As we 

move towards the celebration of the resurrection and Holy Week, the message of Christ is 

with us, “Love one another as I have loved you,” 

This we will do. Happy Easter everyone. 

God bless, 

Mr Mathew. 


