
 

Year group: 12 
Subject: A-Level 

English Literature 
 

Autumn  
Teacher A 

Spring 
Teacher A 

Summer  
Teacher A 

Autumn 
Teacher B 

Spring 
Teacher B 

Summer  
Teacher B  

Content 
 

What will I learn? 
What do I need to 

know? 

I will learn about:  
The novel ‘The 

Handmaid’s Tale’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I will know that: 
The text has been 

consciously crafted in 
terms of plot, characters 

themes and genre. 
 

Atwood wrote the novel 
as a warning to modern 

society. 
 
 
 
 
 

I will learn about: 
The poetry collection 

‘Feminine Gospels’  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I will know that: 
Duffy wrote the 
collection as a 

critique of modern 
society. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I will learn about:  
How to create 

connections between 
‘The Handmaid’s Tale’, 
‘Feminine Gospels’ and 
‘Translations’; how to 

explore these in an 
essay. 

 
How to identify key 

aspects of the theme of 
love in a variety of texts 

through time in 
preparation for Paper 1: 
Love Through the Ages 

 
 

 
 
 

I will know that:  
There are many 

connections between the 
three texts, such as 
characters, themes, 

methods and intentions. 
 

The theme of love in 
literature is presented in 
different ways over time 

and is reflective of the 
context of the writer and 

the genre of the text. 

I will learn about:  
The play ‘Translations’ 

 
and 

 
How to analyse an unseen 

extract 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

I will know that:  
The text has been highly 

crafted for dramatic effect 
in terms of plot, 

characters, themes and 
symbols. 

 
For the unseen extract: 

Modern writers 
consciously craft their 
texts, and, in doing so, 

engage with some of the 

I will learn 
about:  

The poetry 
collection 
‘Feminine 
Gospels’ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I will know that:  
Duffy wrote the 
collection as a 

critique of 
modern society. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

I will learn about: 

How to create 
connections 

between ‘The 
Handmaid’s Tale’, 

‘Feminine 
Gospels’ and 

‘Translations’; 
how to explore 

these in an essay. 
 

and 

 

How to choose, 

plan and write a 

successful NEA 

essay. 

 

 

I will know that: 

There are many 
connections 
between the 

three texts, such 
as characters, 

themes, methods 
and intentions. 

 

 

For Introduction 

to NEA: 



Key terms: 
Historicism 
Significance 
Presentation 

Epilogue 
Narrative perspective 

Flashback 
Symbolism 

Subtext 
Intertextuality 

Storytelling 
Metafiction 

Dystopia 
 
 

Key terms: 
Historicism 
Significance 
Presentation 

Collection 
Asyndetic listing 

Pastiche 
Mock epic 

Enjambment 
Caesura 

Metaphor 
Conceit 
Simile 
Rhyme 
Rhythm 

Alliteration 
Assonance 
Alliteration 
Apocrypha 

Gospel 
 
 

 
Key terms: 

Context 
Theme 

Diachronic 
Symbol 
Motif 

Society 
Individual 

Form 
Structure 
Protest 

Rebellion 
Identity 

Language 
Power 

 
For Introduction to Love 

Through the Ages: 
 

Genre 
Attitude 
Chivalry 

Courtly love 
Cavalier 

Metaphysical 
Diachronic 
Romance 

Desire 
Intimacy 

Loss 
Jealousy 

Guilt 
Betrayal 

Truth 
Marriage 

Taboo 
Toxic  

social, political, personal 
and literary issues which 
have helped to shape the 

latter half of the 20th 
century and the early 
decades of the 21st 

century. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key terms: 
Context 

Naturalism 
Form 

Symbolism 
Tension 
Humour 

Foreshadowing 
Contrast 
Tragedy 
Hubris 

Catharsis 
Language 

Communication 
Identity 

Colonisation 
Hedge School 

Ordnance Survey 
 

For the unseen extract: 
 

Identity 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key terms: 
Historicism 
Significance 
Presentation 

Collection 
Asyndetic listing 

Pastiche 
Mock epic 

Conceit 
Rhyme 
Rhythm 

 
Apocrypha 

Gospel 
 
 
 

My ideas are 

inspired by a key 

theme and two 

linked texts; I can 

present my ideas 

clearly and 

appropriately 

using associated 

concepts and 

terminology.. 

 

 

 

 

Key Terms: 

Context 
Theme 

Diachronic 
Symbol 
Motif 

Society 
Individual 

Form 
Structure 
Protest 

Rebellion 
Identity 

Language 
Power 

 

For Introduction 

to NEA: 

Compare 

Contrast 

Presentation 



Forbidden  
Gender 

Class 
Separation 

Time 
 
 
 
 

Morality 
Society 
Gender 

Class 
Race 

Ethnicity 
Politics 
Change 

Rebellion 
Imperialism 

Post-imperialism 
Nationalism 

Genre 
Context 

Perspective 
Perennial 

Tone 
 
 
 

Significance 

Context 

Intention 

 

Skills/applications 
 

What will I learn 
to do? 

I will learn (how) to: 
-Study a novel 

- Apply understanding of 
the influence of context 

-Track key themes, 
symbols and images 

-Explore how characters 
are presented 

-Analyse language, form 
and structure 

-Apply critical views 
 
 

I will learn (how) to:  
-Study a poem 

-Apply understanding 
of the influence of 

context 
-Explore how the 

writer shapes 
meaning using 

features of language, 
structure and form 
-Identify features of 

different styles of 
poetry 

-Identify and analyse 
connections and 

patterns across the 
text 

-Apply critical views 

I will learn (how) to: 
-Form connections 
between the texts 

 -Create and sustain a 
line of argument 

-Explore the significance 
of the differing contexts 
of each writer and how 

this has shaped their 
intentions 

- Write an essay that 
connects and analyses 

both texts 
 

For Introduction to Love 
Through the Ages: 

-Identify key aspects of 
love 

I will learn (how) to: 
-Study a play 

-Identify how the writer 
has shaped characters 

-Identify features of 
different styles of drama 

-Identify and analyse 
connections and patterns 

across the text  
-Apply critical views 

 
For the unseen extract: 

-analyse an unseen 
extract 

-draw on prior knowledge 
of major social and 

political events, beliefs 
and behaviours which 

I will learn 
(how) to: 

-Study a poem 
-Apply 

understanding 
of the influence 

of context 
-Explore how 

the writer 
shapes meaning 
using features of 

language, 
structure and 

form 
-Identify 

features of 
different styles 

of poetry 

I will learn (how) 

to: 

-Form 
connections 

between the texts 
 -Create and 

sustain a line of 
argument 

-Explore the 
significance of the 
differing contexts 
of each writer and 

how this has 
shaped their 

intentions 
- Write an essay 

that connects and 



 
 

-Explore how love is 
presented in texts 
throughout time 

-Consider the context of 
the writer and how this 

impacts their 
presentation of love 

characterise the late 
20th/early 21st century in 
order to accurately frame 

interpretations made 
-Create and sustain a line 

of argument 
-explore the presentation 
of a particular theme and 
how the writer presents 

this using features of 
language, structure and 

form. 
 

-Identify and 
analyse 

connections and 
patterns across 

the text 
-Apply critical 

views 

analyses both 
texts 

 

For Introduction 

to NEA: 

-Be inspired by a 

theme from two 

texts I have read 

-Generate an 

appropriate 

thematic question 

focus 

-draw on a wide 

range of sources 

to thoroughly 

research chosen 

texts and chosen 

theme. 

-Produce a clear 

and explanatory 

task proposal  

 

- 

- 

Key questions 
that I will have to 

consider in the 
unit. 

What is historicism? 
What are the features of 

a novel? 
How does the text relate 

to its context, 
historically, 

geographically, socially 
and politically? How 

does it relate to 
Atwood’s own life? 

How does Duffy use 
poetic form to 

convey messages to 
her audience? 

What is Feminism 
and how/why is Duffy 

influenced by it? 
How are language, 
structure and form 

used to communicate 
meaning? 

How are characters 

presented? 

How are key themes 

explored in the texts? 

How is the text’s 

structure significant? 

How does each writer 

use/manipulate genre 

conventions? 

How are characters 
presented? 

How and why does Friel 
use stage directions to 
enhance the dramatic 

effects? 
What is Naturalism and 
how/why does Friel use 

elements of this? 
How are symbols used 

effectively throughout the 

How does Duffy 
use poetic form 

to convey 
messages to her 

audience? 
What is 

Feminism and 
how/why is 

Duffy influenced 
by it? 

How are 

How are 

characters 

presented? 

How are key 

themes explored 

in the texts? 

How is the text’s 

structure 

significant? 



How does Atwood use 
features of language, 
structure and form to 

shape meaning? 
How has Atwood’s 

context influenced the 
key messages and 

intentions of the text? 
What are the 

overarching themes of 
the text and how are 

these conveyed? 
How can I organise my 

ideas effectively in order 
to present a cohesive 

response?  
How can I construct a 
convincing argument? 
How are men, women 
and the relationships 

between them 
presented in the text? 
How is the relationship 

between a woman’s 
body and their identity 
presented in the text? 

What is the significance 
of the ‘Night’ sections? 

How does the ‘Historical 
Notes’ reframe our 

understanding of the 
novel? 

How does Offred’s style 
of narration dismantle 

the reader’s confidence 
in the truth of her 

narrative? 
What purpose does 

What is the 
significance of the 

tripartite structure to 
the collection? 

How can the text be 
interpreted using 
different critical 

viewpoints? 
How can our 

‘historicist’ approach 
reveal the key 

messages/intentions 
of the writer? 
What are the 

features of a poem? 
How does Duffy use 
different methods to 

shape meaning? 
How does Duffy 

convey her feminist 
standpoint through 
the content of her 

poems? 
How has Duffy’s 

life/era of writing 
influenced the key 

messages and 
intentions of the 

text? 
What are the 

overarching themes 
of the text? 

How can I construct a 
successful A-level 

essay? 

 
 
 

How is each text crafted 

to provoke a response in 

the reader/audience? 

What is the significance 

of the contexts in which 

the texts were written? 

 

For Introduction to  Love 

Through the Ages: 

How can the theme of 

love be broken down? 

How to do writers 

present different aspects 

of love in their texts? 

Why do writers present 

love in this way? 

How does the context of 

the writer influence the 

way they present love in 

their text? 

How has the theme of 

love evolved in literature 

over time? 

play? 
How does the text relate 

to its context, historically, 
geographically, socially 

and politically?  
How are language, 

structure and form used? 
How can the text be 

interpreted using 
different critical 

viewpoints? 
How can I organise my 

ideas effectively in order 
to present a cohesive 

response which refers to 
both the extract and 

elsewhere in the play? 
How can I make my 

argument convincing? 
 

For the unseen extract: 
What is the extract 

about? 
How does the content of 
the extract connect with 

key issues and concerns in 
literature throughout 

time? 
How has the writer been 

influenced by their 
context? 

What are the overarching 
themes of the extract? 

How are the overarching 
themes and concerns of 
the extract conveyed? 
How can I organise my 

ideas effectively in order 

language, 
structure and 
form used to 
communicate 

meaning? 
What is the 

significance of 
the tripartite 

structure to the 
collection? 

How can the 
text be 

interpreted 
using different 

critical 
viewpoints? 

How does each 

writer 

use/manipulate 

genre 

conventions? 

How is each text 

crafted to 

provoke a 

response in the 

reader/audience? 

What is the 

significance of the 

contexts in which 

the texts were 

written? 

 

 

For Introduction to 

NEA: 

How are my 

stimulus texts 

linked? 

What is my chosen 

theme? 

What do I need to 

learn about the 

authors of my 

chosen stimulus 

texts? 

How am I going to 

find out more about 

my stimulus 

texts/my theme? 

How can I generate 

a challenging and 



Moira serve in the 
novel? 

How is power presented 
in the novel and how 
does this lead to the 
oppression of certain 

groups? 
What is the significance 

of storytelling in the 
novel? 

 

 
 
 

to present a cohesive 
response? 

How can I construct a 
convincing argument? 

suitably engaging 

focus for my essay? 

How can I 

communicate my 

intentions in a clear 

proposal? 

How will my 
learning be 
assessed? 

There are two options 
for this paper. Students 
could choose to write 

about ‘The Handmaid’s 
Tale’ in a single text 

essay in Section A, or 
they could use it as part 

of their comparative 
response to Section C: 
Contextual Linking. See 

below for single text 
question wording: 

 
[statement] Examine 
this view of Atwood’s 

presentation of….[steer] 
 

or 
 

Examine the significance 
of…[steer] 

 

There are two 
options for this 
paper. Students 

could choose to write 
about ‘Feminine 

Gospels’’ in a single 
text essay in Section 

A, or they could use it 
as part of their 

comparative 
response to Section 

C: Contextual Linking. 
See below for single 

text question 
wording: 

 
[statement] Examine 
this view. You should 
refer to at least two 

poems in your 
answer. 

[statement] 
Explore the significance 
of… [steer] in two other 
texts you have studied. 
Remember to include in 

your answer reference to 
how meanings are 

shaped in the texts you 
are comparing. 

[statement] 
Explore the significance 
of… [steer] in two other 
texts you have studied. 
Remember to include in 

your answer reference to 
how meanings are shaped 

 in the texts you are 
comparing. 

 
For the unseen extract: 
Explore the significance 

of…[steer]  in this extract. 
Remember to include in 

your answer relevant 
detailed analysis of the 
ways that [the writer] 

shapes meanings. 

There are two 
options for this 
paper. Students 
could choose to 

write about 
‘Feminine 

Gospels’’ in a 
single text essay 
in Section A, or 

they could use it 
as part of their 

comparative 
response to 
Section C: 
Contextual 
Linking. See 

below for single 
text question 

wording: 
 

[statement] 
Examine this 

view. You should 
refer to at least 
two poems in 
your answer. 

[statement] 
Explore the 

significance of… 
[steer] in two 

other texts you 
have studied. 
Remember to 
include in your 

answer reference 
to how meanings 
are shaped in the 

texts you are 
comparing. 



How does this 
help with my 

understanding 
beyond the 

subject? 
literacy/ 

numeracy/ SMSC 
education 

(Spiritual, moral, 
social, cultural/ 
HEROs/ Careers 

awareness 
capabilities  

Themes highlight moral 
issues. 

 
Engaging in the texts 
develops the skill of 

empathy. 
 

Develops understanding 
of key 

historical/social/political 
events that have shaped  

society. 

Develops cultural 
awareness of how 

society has evolved 
over time. 

 
Develops 

understanding of 
historical/social/ 

political events that 
have shaped our 

society. 
 

Exploration of moral 
issues raised, such as 
attitudes to women. 

 
Encourages greater 

acceptance of 
diversity and 
difference. 

 

Develops skills of 
Resourcefulness through 

the research and 
approach required. 

 
Encourages the skill of 

making connections 
between personal 

experiences and wider 
society. 

Leads to exploration of 
the moral issues raised, 

e.g. oppression. 
 

Develops cultural 
awareness of how society 
has developed over time. 

 
 
Develops skills of Empathy 

through exploring 
characters’ situations. 

 
For the unseen extract: 

Develops understanding 
of 

historical/social/political 
events that have shaped 

our society. 

Develops 
cultural 

awareness of 
how society has 

evolved over 
time. 

 
Develops 

understanding 
of 

historical/social/
political events 

that have 
shaped our 

society.  

Develops skills of 
Resourcefulness 

through the 
research and 

approach 
required. 

 
Encourages the 
skill of making 
connections 

between personal 
experiences and 

wider society. 
 

 

For Introduction 

to NEA: 

Chosen theme 

will highlight 

moral issues. 

 

Research process 

builds the skill of 

Resourcefulness. 

How does this 
link to learning I 

have done before 
or am going to 

experience later? 

Study of dystopian 
genre in Year 8. 

 
Study of American novel 

in year 9. 
 

Study of ‘Identity’ 
thematic unit in Year 10. 

 
Study of a novel for 

GCSE Literature. 

Study of poetry 
anthology at GCSE. 

 
Study of unseen 
poetry at GCSE. 

 
Study of identity, 

crossing boundaries, 
freedom and society 

and the individual 
units in KS3 

The text will be 
revisited for revision 

How to form connections 
between poems for GCSE 

Literature. 
 

Study of Shakespeare 
(drama) in Year 9 and 

Year 11. 
 

Study of a novel in Year 
8, Year 9 and for GCSE 

Literature. 
 

Modern text at GCSE 
(especially if it was a 

drama text). 
Study of ‘Romeo and 

Juliet’ as a drama text in 
Year 9. 

 
For the unseen extract: 

Study of unseen poetry at 
GCSE 

 
Study of novels at GCSE 

where knowledge of 

Study of poetry 
anthology at 

GCSE. 
 

Study of unseen 
poetry at GCSE. 

 
Study of 

identity, crossing 
boundaries, 
freedom and 

society and the 

How to form 
connections 

between poems 
for GCSE 

Literature. 
 

Study of 
Shakespeare 

(drama) in Year 9 
and Year 11. 

 
Study of a novel 
in Year 8, Year 9 



The text will be revisited 
for revision later in the 

year and in Year 13. 

later in the year and 
in Year 13. 

For Introduction to Love 
Through the Ages: 

Preparation for study of 
Paper 1: Love Through 

the Ages in Year 13. 

context is central to 
understanding. 

individual units 
in KS3 

The text will be 
revisited for 

revision later in 
the year and in 

Year 13.  

and for GCSE 
Literature. 

 
For Introduction 

to NEA: 

Study and 

development of 

GCSE Spoken 

Language project 

in Year 9. 

 

Comparison skills 

developed for 

GCSE Literature. 

 

Preparation for 

independence 

and research skills 

required for 

further study. 

 

 

What can I do at 
home (with my 

family) to 
develop my 

understanding 
further? 

Watch the film version 
of the novel and the TV 

adaptation. 
Read and explore other 

texts by Atwood. 
Discuss key features of 
the dystopian genre. 

Read and explore 
other texts by Duffy. 
Discuss the meaning 
of Feminism and how 
this has evolved over 

time. 

Talk about the three 
texts and find 

connections between 
them. 

 
For Introduction to Love 

Through the Ages: 
Read/watch/listen/cond

uct research into 
different presentations 

of love throughout time. 

Watch versions of the text 
being performed. 

 
Read reviews of past 

performances and 
director commentaries. 

 
For the unseen extract: 

Read short extracts from a 
range of ‘modern’ novels 

and apply analysis 
skills/appropriate 

knowledge of key social 

Read and 
explore other 
texts by Duffy. 

Discuss the 
meaning of 

Feminism and 
how this has 
evolved over 

time. 

Talk about the 
three texts and 

find connections 
between them. 

 

For Introduction 

to NEA: 

Complete extra 

reading and 

research around 

chosen theme 

and writers of 



and political attitudes 
throughout time. 

stimulus texts. 

 

Discuss  

connections 

between stimulus 

texts regularly. 

 


