
 

Year group: 12 
Subject: A-Level 

English Language 
and Literature 

 

Autumn  
Teacher A 

Spring 
Teacher A 

Summer  
Teacher A 

Autumn 
Teacher B 

Spring 
Teacher B 

Summer  
Teacher B  

Content 
 

What will I learn? 
What do I need to 

know? 

I will learn about:  
The play ‘A Streetcar 

Named Desire’  
 
 
 
 
 

I will know that: The text 
has been highly crafted 
for dramatic effect in 

terms of plot, 
characters, themes and 

symbols. 
 

Key terms: 
Expressionism 

Realism 
Characterisation 
Plastic Theatre 

Symbolism 
Censorship 

Foreshadowing  
Conversation analysis 

 

I will learn about: The 
novel ‘The Great 

Gatsby’ 
 
 
 
 
 

I will know that: 
Fitzgerald wrote the 
novel as a critique of 
American society at 

the time. 
 

 
Key terms: 

American Dream 

Symbolic Realism 

Jazz Age / Roaring 

Twenties  

Prohibition 

The Great Depression 

Conspicuous 

consumption  

Intradigetic / 

unreliable narrator 

Lexical cluster  

Analogy 

Intertextuality  

Anti-semitism 

I will learn about:  
How to create 

connections between 
‘Othello’ and ‘The Great 
Gatsby’; how to explore 

these in an essay. 
 
 

I will know that: There 
are many connections 

between the two texts - 
such as characters, 

themes, symbols and 
methods. 

 
Key terms: 

Context 
Theme 
Symbol  
Motif 

Society 
Individual  

Form 
Structure  

 

I will learn about: The  
texts in the ‘Voices’ 

Anthology 
 
 
 
 
 

I will know that: Writers 
can create a distinct 

‘voice’ in a text. 
 
 
 

 
Key terms: 

Voice  
Genre / Mode 

Audience 
Conventions 

Context 
Article 

Autobiography/Biography 
Diary/Memoir 
Digital Texts 
Interviews 

Radio Drama/ Screenplay 
Reportage 

Review 
Speech 

Travelogue 

I will learn about: The play ‘Othello’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I will know that: Shakespeare crafted 

the play as a tragedy; the play 
explores themes and issues which are 

relevant to contemporary and 
modern society. 

 
 

Key terms: 
Soliloquy / Aside 

Blank Verse 

Prose 

Tragedy 

Hamartia 

Peripeteia 

Hubris 

Agnorisis 

Catharsis 

Pathos 

Proto-feminism 

Xenophobia 

Machiavellian  

Misogyny 



Idealism 

 
 

Stichomythia  

 

Skills/applications 
 

What will I learn 
to do? 

I will learn (how) to: 
-Study a play 

-Identify how the writer 
has shaped characters 

-Identify features of 
different styles of drama 

-Identify and analyse 
connections and 

patterns across the text  
-Apply critical views 

-Interpret and 
deconstruct the steer in 
order to construct my 

thesis 

I will learn (how) to:  
-Study a novel 

-Apply understanding 
of the influence of 

context 
- Track key themes, 
symbols and motifs 

- Explore how 
characters are 

presented 
 - Analyse language, 
form and structure 

-Interpret and 
deconstruct the steer 
in order to construct 

my thesis   
 

I will learn (how) to: 
-Form connections 
between the texts 

-Create and sustain a line 
of argument/ thesis 

-Explore the impact of 
different contexts 

-Interpret and 
deconstruct the steer in 
order to construct my 

thesis 
-Write an essay that 

connects and analyses 
both texts  

I will learn (how) to: 
 -Analyse the way voice is 

created 
-Compare texts 

-Compare voices 
-Identify and analyse  a 

range of fiction and non-
fiction genres 

-Use literary and linguistic 
terminology  

-Interpret and deconstruct 
the steer in order to 
construct my thesis 

-Write a comparative 
essay 

 

I will learn (how) to: 
-Study a Shakespearean tragedy 

-Analyse Shakespeare’s presentation 
of the characters 

-Identify and understand the effects 
of blank verse  

-Analyse the effects of a range of 
dramatic devices 

-Identify and explore patterns in 
Shakespeare’s language 

-Apply contemporary and modern 
contexts  

-Apply aspects of conversation 
analysis 

-Interpret and deconstruct the steer 
in order to construct my thesis 

 

Key questions 
that I will have to 

consider in the 
unit. 

How are characters 
presented? 

How and why does 
Williams use stage 

directions to enhance 
the dramatic effects? 
What are Realism and 

Expressionism and 
how/why does Williams 
use elements of both? 
What is Plastic Theatre 
and how does Williams 
use this to portray his 

central ideas? 
How are symbols used 
effectively throughout 

the play? 
How does the text relate 

How is the American 
Dream significant to 

the novel? 
Why did Fitzgerald 
call it The ‘Great’ 

Gatsby? 
What does the 

ending represent? 
What is the role of 

the narrator? 
How is the text a 

critique of American 
society? 

To what extent is the 
novel a ‘cautionary 

tale’? 

How are characters 

presented? 

How are key themes 

explored in the texts? 

How do the writers use 

symbols and motifs? 

How is the text’s 

structure significant? 

How does each writer 

use / exploit / 

manipulate genre 

conventions? 

How is each text crafted 

to engage a response in 

the reader / audience? 

What is ‘voice’? 
How do writers and 

speakers craft a voice? 
How can different genres 
be used to communicate 

meaning? 
How can comparisons be 

made between texts? 
What are the effects of 

different literary and 
linguistic devices? 

How should a 
comparative essay be 

structured? 

How is the issue of race presented? 
How is Othello presented at the start 

of the text? 
How is Othello’s downfall presented? 

To what extent is Iago a 
Machiavellain villain? 

How does Shakespeare use verse and 
prose? 

What effects are created by the 
soliloquies and asides? 



to its context, 
historically, 

geographically, socially 
and politically? How 

does it relate to 
Williams’s own life? 
How are language, 
structure and form 

used? 
How can the text be 

interpreted using 
different critical 

viewpoints? 
How can I organise my 

ideas effectively in order 
to present a cohesive 

response which refers to 
both the extract and 

elsewhere in the play? 
How can I make my 

argument convincing? 
 

What was the context in 

which the text was 

written? 

To what extent does the 

text reflect its context? 

How was the text 

received at the time / 

over time / now? 

What are the 

connections between the 

texts? 

What methods do the 

writers share in 

common? 

How can the texts be 

interpreted using 

different critical 

viewpoints?  

How can I create a thesis 

about the texts? 

How can a thesis be 

developed throughout 

an essay? 

  

How will my 
learning be 
assessed? 

Essay based on a given 
extract: 

Using the extract as a 
starting point, and with 
reference to elsewhere 
in the play, explore how 

Williams presents / 
develops / explores … 

[steer].  
 

 

Evaluate the 
effectiveness of the 

methods used by the 
writer to present 

[steer].  

Evaluate the 
effectiveness of the 

methods used by the 
writers of your two 

studied texts to present 
[steer].  

Essay on one Anthology 
text and one unseen: 
Compare the ways in 

which the writers and/or 
speakers create a sense of 

voice as they [steer]. 

Evaluate the effectiveness of the 
methods used by the writer to 

present [steer].  



How does this 
help with my 

understanding 
beyond the 

subject? 
literacy/ 

numeracy/ SMSC 
education 

(Spiritual, moral, 
social, cultural/ 
HEROs/ Careers 

awareness 
capabilities  

Leads to exploration of 
the moral issues raised, 
e.g. domestic violence, 
gender divide, suicide. 

The notion of censorship 
and its place in society. 

Develops skills of 
Empathy through 

exploring characters’ 
mental health. 

Impact of key 
historical/ cultural 
events in America.  

Exploration of moral 
issues raised, such as 

attitudes to race, 
women and class. 

 
Leads to discussion of 

assumptions about 
gender-based careers 
(Jordan as a golfer). 

 

Develops cultural 
awareness of how 

society has developed 
over time. 

Develops skills of 
Resourcefulness through 

the research and 
approach required. 

Develops understanding 
of  historical / social / 

political events that have 
shaped our society. 

 
Texts highlight different 

writing careers, e.g. 
journalism, playwright, 

travel writing, 
interviewer, etc.  

Raises issues of racism, sexism, 
violence, attitudes to murder and 

suicide.  
Develops skill of Empathy through 

responding to characters’ situations.  

How does this 
link to learning I 

have done before 
or am going to 

experience later? 

Modern text at GCSE 
(especially if it was a 

drama text). 
Study of ‘Romeo and 

Juliet’ as a drama text in 
Year 9. 

 

Study of American 
novel in Year 9. Study 

of a novel for GCSE 
Literature. 

How to form connections 
between poems for GCSE 

Literature. Study of 
Shakespeare in Years 9 

and 11.  

Study of non-fiction texts 
for English Language 

GCSE. 
S&L GCSE component will 

help with analysing the 
speeches. 

 

Concept of a tragic hero from 
Shakespeare’s Heroes & Villains unit 

in Year 8. 
Study of Shakespeare in Years 9 and 

11.  

What can I do at 
home (with my 

family) to 
develop my 

understanding 
further? 

Watch versions of the 
text being performed, 
such as the classic film 
starring Marlon Brando 

and Vivien Leigh, 
directed by Elia Kazan. 

 

Watch the film 
version of the novel. 

Read and explore 
other texts by 

Fitzgerald. Discuss 
the meaning of 

‘Roaring 20s’ / Jazz 
Age. 

 

Talk about the two texts 
and find connections 

between them.  

Read a wide range of texts 
drawn from the same 
genres. Debate and 

discuss the issues raised. 
Read other texts by the 

writers/speakers. 
Keep up to date with 
current news/ affairs. 

Watch versions of the text being 
performed, such as film adaptations 

and theatre performances.   

 


