
Q. Which Pope appointed John 

Henry Newman as a Cardinal?  

A. Pope Leo XIII. In recognition of 

his work for the Catholic Church, 

JHN was invited to Rome and 

appointed as a Cardinal of Eng-

land in 1879. Although JHN be-

came ill from the journey to Italy, 

he nonetheless returned to a joy-

ous home-city of Birmingham for 

the Oratory on 1st July, 1879.  

Together with a parent or 

sibling, answer the following 

questions, then check your 

answers afterward. 

Q. Which hymn was written 

as a poem in 1833 by John 

Henry Newman? 

A: ‘Lead, Kindly Light’. The 

poem was written by John 

Henry Newman when he 

was returning to England by 

boat.  Gravely ill, JHN used 

the poem as an opportunity 

to connect and to ask God to 

lead him through his trou-

bled journey.  

Q. Which current UK uni-

versity did John Henry 

Newman attend? 

A. Oxford University. Based 

in Trinity College, JHN dis-

tinguished himself from his  

school friends. Even from a 

young age, he preferred to 

read rather than play school 

games and this mindset 

helped him when he almost 

failed his exams. JHN 

bounced back and was ac-

cepted into Oriel College, 

which set him on his theolo-

gian and religious path. 

Q. What day is John Henry 

Newman’s feast day?   

A. 9th October. This date is 

hugely important for JHN, 

as it is the day the Italian 

Passionist Dominic Barberi 

accepted JHN into the Cath-

olic Church.  Over 21 years 

since his first Anglican ser-

mon, it was in 1845 when 

JHN officially became part 

of the Roman Catholic 

Church (R.C.C.). 

Historical Quote of the Month  
 

Lead, kindly Light, amid th' encircling 
gloom, 

Lead Thou me on; 
The night is dark, and I am far from home, 

Lead Thou me on. 
Keep Thou my feet; I do not ask to see 

The distant scene; one step enough for me.   
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Using the quote of the month, the Q/As and online resources, think and discuss at home about why 

John Henry Newman wrote ’Lead, Kindly Light’ and why it changed his relationship towards God. 

Consider how he was feeling at the time and what support God provides to those in need. 

A young, dashing John Henry Newman at Oxford  

Word Explanations 

Amid: ‘in the middle of’ 

Encircling: ‘surrounding’ 

Thou: ’You’  



 

 

 

History in the Making... 

Whilst History is usually reflecting on the past, it is important to look 

at current events to see how they might become history in the future. 

One of the greatest moments in the life of John Henry Newman, and 

for our school, will be his canonisation.  

The beginning of this process began on the 12th February 2019 and 

will pass into history for the day in which JHN began the final part of 

his journey as a modern-day saint.  

Pope Benedict XVI leading JHN’s beatification ceremony in Birmingham, 2010 

Special Words From Father Philip—Concerning St Thom-

as More 

“I Die the King’s good Servant but God’s first” - St Thom-

as More 

His life and times: Described as a “man for all seasons”, 

More was a literary scholar, skilled lawyer, gentleman, 

father of four and Chancellor of England. An intensely 

spiritual man, he would not support the King Henry VIII’s 

divorce from Catherine of Aragon in order to marry Anne 

Boleyn. 

  

His Execution: As the Pope in Rome was, in More’s eyes, 

the leader of the Church of England, he did not 

acknowledge Henry VIII claim as the supreme head of the 

Church of England. He was committed to the Tower of 

England to await trial where he was later beheaded.  

 

Fun Facts: Thomas More lived with a monkey at his house 

in Chelsea. Often witty and loved to make jokes, More 

kept the monkey as a reminder that whilst he was an im-

portant government official, he should not take himself 

too seriously. Also, unlike JHN, More would take 400 

years to be canonised (from his death in 1535 to 1935).  

Father Philip sporting a commemorative 

Lourdes coin (see bottom) 

Obverse (meaning the front of the coin) is a depiction of 

John Henry Newman. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Who:  The Diocese of 

Westminster.  

What: Tour of the Allen 

Hall Seminary and Gar-

dens 

Where: Chelsea, London 

SW3 5AA 

When: Contact Helena on 

02073495786  for opening 

times. 

Why: Observe the ‘Great 

House’ that St Thomas 

More lived in, wander 

through the gardens and 

see the Mulberry Tree that 

More himself planted. A 

great opportunity to re-

flect and understand how 

what was someone’s pre-

sent is now our history.  

Who: The International 

Centre of Newman Friends 

(ICNF). 

What: Tours of Littlemore  

grounds. 

Where: Littlemore, Oxford 

When: See the opening 

times on the website (link 

provided below) and scroll 

towards the bottom of the 

page—http://

www.newmanfriendsintern

ational.org/en/the-

international-centre-of-

newman-friends-

littlemore/   

Why: The ICNF describe it 

as “a place where two 

Blesseds made history”. Lit-

tlemore, Oxford was where 

JHN developed his faith, 

and as a place of quiet con-

templation, it will help you 

to reflect both historically 

and theologically.   

Who, What, Where, When and Why… getting interactive 

locally and nationally 

Who: N/A 

What: Tour of the manor 

and gardens 

Where: Hatfield House 

When: See opening times 

and prices (link provided) 

http://www.hatfield-

house.co.uk/your-visit/

opening-times-prices/   

Why: From the vast gardens, 

galleries, grandiose staircas-

es, armouries and much 

more, this is the perfect op-

portunity to re-live the histo-

ry of Hertfordshire from the 

Elizabethan era to WW1.  

Who: Wryngwyrm Vikings  

What: Historical re-

enactment of British Vikings. 

Where: Walsworth Festival, 

Hitchin (10 mins walk from 

Hitchin station).  

When: Sat 19th May  

Why: Watch them fight, un-

derstand how they lived, the 

Walsworth festival has his-

torical Vikings and includes 

food stalls, music, archery, 

ballet, songs of praise, punch 

and Judy magic shows and 

with much more, its fun for 

all the family! 

Link for 2019: http://

www.walsworthfestival.co.u

k/2017-programme/     
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