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Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

The Ofsted Inspection letter has arrived and I have attached a copy below. 

 

We are very pleased with the contents of the letter and that the excellent work being undertaken 

by our school, and its impact, have been acknowledged.  The inspectors noted that,  

 

“You and your leaders have a clear vision for the school and are successfully driving the school forward.” 

 

In terms of pupils progress the team commented, 

 

“There were marked improvements in 2017 with pupils making progress that was significantly above 

national figures overall, and specifically in the English and EBacc qualifications.” 

 

We have always looked to improve the academic outcomes for our pupils and students but have 

always stated that the welfare and happiness of our children comes before examination results. 

 

We were therefore very happy to read, 

 

“We were immediately struck by the many smiling faces of pupils, who enjoy coming to school. When 

speaking to them, pupils universally highlighted how their teachers ‘go above and beyond’ to help them 

achieve well. They display a real pride in their school. Pupils talk enthusiastically about their strong 

relationships with staff and the sense of community where ‘everyone goes out of their way to be friendly 

and make you feel welcome’. In lessons, the vast majority of pupils display good behaviour and positive 

attitudes. They are attentive, enthusiastic and keen to do well” 

 

The inspection team were very impressed by our children and their commitment to their 

studies.  It was pleasing to note that our Catholic ethos also shone through, although it is not an 

area inspected by Ofsted.  They commented, 

 

“The close links with families and the wider community helps pupils expand upon their Christian 

experience within school.” 

 

And as has always been the case, the support given by our parents is essential to our school’s 

success and was acknowledged by the team. 

 

“The overwhelming majority of parents agree that their children are safe, happy, well cared for, and that 

staff deal with bullying well on the rare occasions it does occur.”      
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Parents also commented, 

 

‘Teaching staff go above and beyond, often giving up their own time after school to ensure the students 

understand all elements of their subjects’.  

 

With regard to the ‘lines of enquiry’ that the team followed, it was pleasing to note that the 

inspection team acknowledged the work the school has undertaken since the last inspection. 

 

“The improved outcomes achieved in 2017 result from the effective actions leaders have taken, including 

monitoring standards of teaching and learning more closely.” 

 

And, 

 

“Observations of pupils’ work, and looking at the school’s most recent assessment information, confirm 

that this trend of improvement is likely to continue.” 

 

With regard to disadvantaged pupils, the report gives a great deal of detail on the excellent 

work that has been carried out by the school and they comment that these pupils said, 

 

“They enjoy learning and feel that they make good progress over time. The work in their books and the 

school’s current information on their progress from different starting points supports this view.” 

 

With regards to the Sixth Form the team noted, 

 

“In 2017, pupils made significantly better progress across the curriculum. The effective sixth-form leaders 

monitor standards closely: they know where improvements need to be made and have clear action plans in 

place.” 

 

and that, 

 

“Students were very complimentary about the lengths their teachers go to so that they can succeed.” 

“The school’s information on current students indicates that their positive progress is likely to continue.”   

 

The ‘Next Steps’ for the school are points that are already in development and it was significant 

to note that the word ‘continue’ is used in two of the bullet points and the other relates to an 

initiative which is unique to our school. 

 

It was a very busy day, and I do feel the letter highlights that the areas of school life which are 

important to us a community are well developed and being further developed by our school. 
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During the debrief with Governors and members of the school’s Leadership Team the Lead 

Inspector commented, 

 

“You have a very happy school.  You produce happy, confident young adults well prepared for 

the work place.” 

 

We will continue to work upon the strong foundations that we have in place and will continue 

to improve the academic outcomes for our pupils and students, but not at a cost to their 

happiness and mental well-being. 

 

We continue to be, 

 

“A living Christian Experience’ putting children at the centre of their learning, creating an 

environment that allows them to discover their God-given talents and an expectation that they 

will go on to make our world a better place. 

 

I thank all of our parents and guardians for their excellent support of the school; we are what 

you make us.  I thank our governors and staff for their exceptional commitment to the school 

and our children.  And finally, I thank our pupils and students, you are all truly ‘stunning!’ 

 

Enjoy the remainder of this term and keep working! 

 

God Bless 

 

 

 

 

Mr C Mathew – Headteacher 


