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Introduction and welcome

Welcome to the Saint John Henry Newman Catholic School 
and thank you for considering our school for the next stage 
of your education and development. The years ahead in 
Sixth Form are exciting, challenging and life-changing. 
We will do all that we can to ensure that you have the 
opportunities to excel and are able to move on to the  
next stage of your life successfully.  

Mr Mathew
Headteacher

The Saint John Henry Newman Sixth Form



Sixth Form Vision
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NRICHMENT EXPERIENCE AND LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

EDICATED AND WELL EQUIPPED STUDY AREAS

UIDANCE THAT IS UP TO DATE AND SPECIFIC TO THE CHOSEN PATHWAY

XCELLENT TEACHING, REVIEWING OF PROGRESS  
AND SUPPORT TO ENABLE YOU TO ACHIEVE  
ASPIRATIONAL TARGETS

Life in the Sixth Form is not just about passing exams; it is important that our students 

leave here as motivated and independent individuals, equipped to enter the 21st 

century marketplace. Companies are looking for people who can hold a conversation, 

have good listening skills, can think outside the box, who go above and beyond, who 

know how to build positive relationships, who can generate new ideas and bring fizz to 

the workplace. Our edge programme is designed to develop fizzy individuals.  

What gives JHN the edge? 
The Saint John Henry Newman Catholic School is a loving school at the heart of the 

Catholic community where all commit to and enjoy supporting each other in the 

successful pursuit of excellence.  We work to develop the discernment, integrity, 

knowledge and self-efficacy necessary to realise our God-given mission and potential, 

and so live life to the full. I hope you find this evening and the booklet helpful and I 

wish you every success for the future, wherever you decide to study.

We achieve this through: 

• Instilling our belief that everyone has a unique spiritual identity 
 which they are called to fulfil  

• Offering a broad curriculum which empowers students to be 
aspirational  

• Promoting an inclusive environment where diversity is valued and 
students have the confidence to challenge injustice and stand up 
for what is right  

• Advocating the importance of hard work, resilience and 
perseverance  

• Developing a thirst for knowledge and enthusiasm for learning 
 beyond the classroom  

• Fostering an environment in which students are willing to take 
risks,  learn from their mistakes and bring about positive change  

• Providing clear guidance on future pathways so that students 
can  make informed choices about life beyond Sixth Form  

• Offering a wide range of leadership opportunities allowing 
students  to contribute to the whole school community  

• Creating an environment in which student wellbeing is at the 
heart of everything we do, so that students feel supported, 
listened to and valued 

The Saint John Henry Newman Sixth Form



The Saint John Henry Newman Sixth Form

VESPA
We follow the VESPA framework to develop the attitudes, skills and dispositions of our Sixth 

Form students so that they are able to manage and articulate their learning experiences and 

maximise their progress.

We have weekly sessions in form time which allow students to explore the different strands in 

the framework and put each one into practice.

Life in the Sixth Form is not just 

about passing exams. We place 

a strong emphasis on developing 

the ‘whole person’ through a range 

of different opportunities. Our 

JHN Advance programme aims 

to broaden our students’ outlook 

on life and develop their cultural 

capital, so they can set themselves 

apart from the competition when 

applying for universities, jobs and 

apprenticeships.

V E S P A

THE SAINT JOHN HENRY NEWMAN 
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Learning
High expectations and strong progress, based on high quality working relationships, characterise 

our learning. Our first priority is to work hard to create high quality relationships, based on good 

humour and the manifest interest in each student. From this vital base we can create an engaging 

and stimulating learning environment where students thrive on a curriculum experience based on 

well-informed levels of both challenge and support. 

Through their love of subject, our specialist teachers inspire a thirst for knowledge and a curiosity 

for understanding how it can be applied in the real world.  Their student-centred approach 

encourages students to increasingly lead their own learning through a focus on how learning works, 

on developing student voice and on appropriate adaptation of learning programmes based on 

timely, focused assessment.

As a result of the constructive relationships and staff expertise, our school is a vibrant, creative 

and cohesive place of learning, full of students who are keen to contribute to lessons, ask relevant 

questions, debate topics eagerly, are proud of their achievements and are willing to accept advice.  

They fully engage in the learning process in class, in home learning and beyond, demonstrating a 

creative, resourceful and resilient mindset. 
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OI stands for Outside Inside and is a concept that encourages students to look outside of the 

subject they are studying to its context in the wider world. It encourages independence and 

confidence, and is crucial in the development of creative thinking, which supports students to 

be resourceful, innovative and openminded.  

During Outside Inside Week, subject teachers deliver lessons outside of the specification, 

designed to create a thirst for knowledge outside of the classroom. The week includes a day 

off timetable, where students are given the opportunity to explore their subjects in the ‘real 

world’ creating enthusiasm for learning and an inquisitive mind.  

OI - Outside Inside 

The Student Leadership Team is an elected body of eight students who work closely with 

the Head Teacher, Senior Leadership Team, staff and students from Years 7 to 13. The team 

represents the school in many formal and less formal occasions throughout the school year; 

it is made up of aspiring role models who represent the voice of our younger students. Each 

member of the team takes on the responsibility of Head of Saint, and leads the school in a 

vast range of charity work and support for the local community.  

The Student Leadership Team 
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Leadership 
The Saint John Henry Newman Catholic School has always understood that its role is to 

be at the heart of our Catholic community, where all commit to and enjoy supporting 

each other in the successful pursuit of excellence.  We work to develop the discernment, 

integrity, knowledge and self-efficacy necessary to realise our God-given mission and 

potential, and so enable every child to live life to the full. This is in line with our Gospel 

values and teaching.

John Ch. 10:

“I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.”

We achieve this “Mission” by providing a curriculum that offers each child the opportunity 

to fulfil and develop their gifts, and one that informs each child on how their gifts should 

be used for the good of all. This Mission is guided by the expectations of our Church. This 

is to build,

“communities where the spiritual, cultural and personal worlds within which we live are 

harmonised to form roots which grow our values, motivation, aspirations and the moral 

imperatives that inform our choices and actions as persons.”

Christ at the Centre 2012

We believe that our mission is to ensure that our students shine in every aspect of their 

lives; that they are the 

“light that shines in the dark, a light that darkness could not over power.”  

John Ch 2:4

Spiritual life
We have a large range of leadership opportunities which 

allow our students to be recognised as role models in the 

wider school community and enrich the lives of those 

around them. We want our students to develop the 

confidence and belief that they can go out and change 

the world, but also to pass this vision onto our younger 

students. Our Sixth Formers relish the opportunity to 

be a Year 7 mentor or be involved in PAL (Peer Assisted 

learning), supporting the learning of our year 7 and 8 

students.  

Leadership roles
• Year 7 Mentor 

• Peer Assisted Learning 

• Member of Parliament 

• Wellbeing Ambassador 

• Creativity mentor 

• Voice mentor 

• EDI working party  

• SDVP group 

• Duke of Edinburgh Award  

• Spiritual life leader 

• PSHCE mentor 

• KiSS Rep 
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Future Pathways
We are very proud of all of our former 

students. It’s our intention to support their 

desire to follow their dreams.  

Here are just a few examples:

Anna Morrison - Entrepreneur

Ben Ryan - Designer, Silversmith and Jeweller

Ross Kempsell - Special Adviser to 
the Former Prime Minister

Solveiga Pakstaité - 
Designer, Inventor, Entrepreneur Kate Mansey - Journalist

Lee Simmons - Artist

Alumni
We care deeply about the future of our students 

and are dedicated to providing the very best 

future pathways support and guidance.  

We offer the following:  

• A comprehensive programme to support 
students with the UCAS and Degree 
Apprenticeship process 

• EPQ (Extended Project Qualification) to 
increase the chances of gaining an offer from 
the top universities 

• An Oxbridge/Medics working party to 
support students with this very competitive 
process 

• Support and guidance on work experience 
placements  

• Careers days focussing on CV writing, 
interview and employability skills 

• Higher Education support evenings  
for parents 

• On-going support and guidance from our 
careers advisor  



Hitchin Road, Stevenage, Hertfordshire SG1 4AE
Tel: 01438 314643 email: admin@jhn.herts.sch.uk 
www.jhn.herts.sch.uk

THE SAINT JOHN HENRY NEWMAN 
CATHOLIC SCHOOL

@thejhnschool

Marie Harnett - Artist

Karen Mav - Actor

Chris Ryan -  
Paralympic Gold Medalist

Kelvin Jones -  
Singer, songwriter

Danny Pearson - Artist

Joy Labinjo - Artist




