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Welcome to the Saint John Henry Newman School 

and thank you for considering our school for your 

child’s future education. 

We understand that our role is to work with our 

parents, who are the prime educators, to create 

the environment in which every child will have the 

opportunity to discover their talents and mission in 

life. Together we will work so that your child feels 

confident enough to put these to good use, thus 

allowing each child to discover who they are and 

to live their lives to the full.

I wish you every happiness for the future, whatever 

your decision, and we will keep you in our prayers.

God bless,

Mr Mathew 

Headteacher

Introduction and 
welcome 



The Saint John Henry Newman Catholic School

The Saint John Henry Newman School is a place which possesses a remarkable spirit 

of energy, endeavour and love. It is a community which embodies learning, ambition, 

compassion and a shared sense of purpose. This special and rare atmosphere is 

recognised by our whole community of students, staff and parents. We warmly invite 

you to become a part of it.

What binds us is our Catholic faith which permeates every aspect of our community 

and gives meaning and purpose to everything we do. This essential ingredient provides 

a strong guiding code, a gentle helping hand and an empathy for others that we sum 

up with one phrase...

“Heart speaks unto heart”





The Saint John Henry Newman Catholic School

The Saint John Henry Newman Catholic School has always understood that its 

role is to be at the heart of our Catholic community, where all commit to and enjoy 

supporting each other in the successful pursuit of excellence.  We work to develop the 

discernment, integrity, knowledge and self-efficacy necessary to realise our God-given 

mission and potential, and so enable every child to live life to the full. This is in line with 

our Gospel values and teaching.

John Ch. 10:

“I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.”

We achieve this “Mission” by providing a curriculum that offers each child the 

opportunity to fulfil and develop their gifts, and one that informs each child on 

how their gifts should be used for the good of all. This Mission is guided by the 

expectations of our Church. This is to build,

“communities where the spiritual, cultural and personal worlds within which we live 

are harmonised to form roots which grow our values, motivation, aspirations and the 

moral imperatives that inform our choices and actions as persons.”

Christ at the Centre 2012

We believe that our mission is to ensure that our students shine in every aspect of 

their lives; that they are the 

“light that shines in the dark, a light that darkness could not over power.”  

John Ch 2:4





The Saint John Henry Newman Catholic School

High expectations and strong progress, based on high 

quality working relationships, characterises our learning.

Our first priority is to work hard to create high quality 

relationships, based on good humour and the manifest 

interest in each student. From this vital base we can create 

an engaging and stimulating learning environment where 

students thrive on a curriculum experienced based on  

well-informed levels of both challenge and support. 

Through their love of subject, our specialist teachers inspire 

a thirst for knowledge and a curiosity for understanding 

how it can be applied in the real world.  Their pupil-centred 

approach encourages students to increasingly lead their 

own learning through a focus on how learning works, on 

developing pupil voice and on appropriate adaptation of 

learning programmes based on timely, focused assessment.

As a result of the constructive relationships and staff 

expertise, our school is a vibrant, creative and cohesive 

place of learning, full of students who are keen to contribute 

to lessons, ask relevant questions, debate topics eagerly, 

are proud of their achievements and are willing to accept 

advice.  They fully engage in the learning process in class, 

in home learning and beyond, demonstrating a creative, 

resourceful and resilient mindset. 

Learning



Pastoral care is key at The Saint John Henry 

Newman School. A happy, settled and 

secure student is more likely to succeed 

academically and have a positive social 

and personal life. Our Catholic ethos 

and supportive community atmosphere 

encourage students to develop a lasting 

sense of moral, social and spiritual 

responsibility. 

Our transition programme is focused on 

the individual.  We take time to get to know 

you and your child before they begin life 

in their new school; this enables your child 

to be comfortable with our school, long 

before enrolment.

As students move through school, the 

tutors and learning coordinators provide 

sensitive academic and pastoral advice 

on Personal, Social and Health Education, 

subject choices and, eventually, university 

and apprenticeship considerations. 

During their time at school, our students 

feel connected to their school community, 

respecting and valuing each other’s 

differences and the value of positive 

contributions. Supporting charitable 

work in Uganda through KiSS, and raising 

awareness of why we support charities 

closer to home enables our students to 

live out our Mission to be a Living Christian 

Community. 

Pastoral



The Saint John Henry Newman Catholic School



Fo
ur

 S
tra

nd
s



The Saint John Henry Newman Catholic School

Four Strands
As a result of the turbulence created in recent years by the pandemic, we have 

created and resourced a programme of support to help each student develop the 

essential life skills required to succeed in life. The programme is taught during the 

school day and has four areas of focus - Voice, Enrichment, PSHCE & Creativity.

Enrichment

Our Enrichment activities offer our students an 

opportunity to follow their interests  and try new 

activities. Enrichment activities are thought to 

be particularly beneficial in developing children’s 

wider skills and complement what happens 

in the classroom. Activities such as debating, 

volunteering or team sports provide real-life 

situations where students can learn to develop 

relevant skills such as teamwork, responsibility 

and perseverance with the help of teachers. By 

enabling our students to regularly participate in 

enrichment activities, not just for one organised 

week a year, we can build on this opportunity for 

character development. Some of the activities 

that have been offered in the past include:

• Latin

• Duke Of Edinburgh Award

• Photography

• Adverts

• Spanish-English Telecollaboration

• Express Yourself

• Football

• African Drumming

• Set Design

• Sewing

• Sign Language

• Irish Dancing

• Cosmology & Astrophysics

• Big Questions club

• Korean Language and culture

• Power Hooping

• Volleyball 

• Cross Stitch

Voice

In every aspect of life students will need to 

communicate, be that verbally or through 

writing. They also need to be able to make 

inferences and deductions from ‘reading’ 

material and media all around them.

This filters down to the art of conversation 

and judging the context to be able to use 

appropriate language and register. Talking 

to friends would require a very different set 

of rules in comparison to a conversation 

at an interview. for example. Teaching 

our students how to ‘read the room’ and 

establish a confident voice in any form 

of communication is imperative to their 

success. From exam answers, to classroom 

debate to university applications even, 

equipping each student with this ability will 

benefit them not only in every subject but 

beyond the classroom too.

This consits of:

• Themed projects for students to work 

on producing an end outcome that 

will refine skills in reading, writing and 

oracy

• Subject led reading and discussion

• Activities and lessons that enable 

students to explore their own voice 

and how to communicate with it most 

effectively



PSHCE incorporating RSHE

To embrace the challenges of creating a happy and successful adult life, students need 

the knowledge that will enable them to make informed decisions about their wellbeing, 

health and relationships and so to build their self-efficacy. Students can also put this 

knowledge into practice as they develop the capacity to make sound decisions when 

facing risks, challenges and complex contexts. Everyone faces difficult situations in 

their lives. These subjects can support young people to develop resilience, to know 

how and when to ask for help, and to know where to access the appropriate support. 

High quality, evidence-based and age-appropriate teaching of these subjects can help 

prepare students for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult life. 

They can also enable schools to promote the spiritual, moral, social, cultural, mental 

and physical development of students, at school and in society.

MIND YEAR 7 BODY YEAR 7 BODY YEAR 7

Friendships
Self-Esteem
Exploring identity
Stress & anxiety

Puberty
Eating disorders
Importance of sleep
Self-harm

Online safety
Sustainability
First aid
County lines

MIND YEAR 13 BODY YEAR 13 BODY YEAR 13

Domestic abuse
Coercive control
Personal boundaries
Emotional consent

Sexting
Child sexual exploitation
Personal safety
Alcohol & drugs

Gambling
Reading media
Avoiding debt
Interview skills
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Embracing challenges

PSHCE



Creativity is as important as literacy and 

numeracy in the future lives of our children. 

The development of creative thinking 

supports students in being innovative: able 

to solve problems and find success in all 

that they do.

Creativity in our school underpins the 

learning attitudes and values of our 

curriculum vision statement in supporting 

students and students to be:

Hardworking – perseverance,  

 resilient, practiced

Empathetic –  concerned for others,   

 collaborative and confident

Resourceful –  creative, open minded, able  

 to take risks and have an   

 enquiring mind

Organised –  forward thinking and   

 systematic 

Creativity
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“Creativity is now one of the most sought-after cluster of skills for all employers. 
Young people need the enterprise and confidence that creativity encourages, if 
they are to thrive in a world in which they will change jobs more frequently 
than in previous generations.”
Sir Nicholas Serota, Chair of The Durham Commission on Creativity and Education



JHN Girls Football Team
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Sports
Meeting personal challenges, working as part of a 

team, developing leadership and staying healthy are 

core values that we pursue through a comprehensive 

Physical Education curriculum and extra-curricular 

sports programme at The Saint John Henry Newman 

Catholic School.

Our major sports are football, netball, cricket and 

rounders along with cross country, hockey and 

athletics,  and there is an ambitious programme of 

fixtures in these sports.  We offer excellent facilities, 

including a full-sized all-weather hockey/football 

pitch, a brand new pavilion, 3 netball/tennis courts, 

new cricket nets, 3 full grass football pitches and an 

indoor sports centre.  A range of other sports are 

played and coached, including badminton,  

table tennis, basketball, and fitness.

Success and participation are fostered by 

competitions within school, in our Saints’ Cup and  

at district, county and even national level.

Saint’s Cup winners

Ex-JHN student Ruffa Meger training at Truett McConnell 
University, Cleveland, Georgia, USA.

1st & 3rd place in 1500m at District Sports



Alumni

We are very proud of all of our former 

students. Many of them go on to enjoy life 

and follow their dreams. Here are just a few 

examples:

Anna Morrison - Entrepreneur

Ben Ryan - Designer, Silversmith and Jeweller

Ashley Young - Footballer

Ross Kempsell - Special Adviser to 
the Prime Minister

Solveiga Pakstaité - 
Designer, Inventor, Entrepreneur

Kate Mansey - Journalist
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Marie Harnett - Artist

Karen Mav - Actor

Chris Ryan -  
Paralympic Gold Medalist

Danny Pearson - Artist

Lee Simmons - Artist

Joy Labinjo - Artist



Hitchin Road, Stevenage, Hertfordshire SG1 4AE
Tel: 01438 314643 email: admin@jhn.herts.sch.uk www.jhn.herts.sch.uk

THE SAINT JOHN HENRY NEWMAN CATHOLIC SCHOOL

Cor Ad Cor Loquitur • Heart Speaks unto Heart

@thejhnschool


