
Year group: 8 
Subject: HISTORY 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Content 
 
What will I learn? 
What do I need to 
know? 

I will learn about:  
The impact of 
industrialisation on 
Britain 
 
 
 
 
I will know: 

 Changing working 
and living 
conditions in 19th 
century Britain 

 How popular 
protest and the 
impact of 
individuals can 
bring about social 
and political 
change 

 
 
Key terms: 
Industrial 
Factories 
Workhouses 
Cholera 
Sanitation 
Miasma 
Reform 
 

I will learn about: 
The development of 
the franchise to 
women 
 
 
 
 
I will know: 

 Why having the 
right to vote is so 
important 

 Changing rights 
and role of 
women in the 
19th and 20th 
centuries 

 The impact of 
individuals 

 
 
 
Key terms: 
Franchise 
Suffrage 
Suffragette 
Suffragist 
Force feeding 
Hunger strike 

I will learn about: 
The First World War 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I will know: 

 Causes of WWI 

 Nature of 
warfare 

 Impact of WWI 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Key terms: 
Trench 
Militarism 
Alliances 
Nationalism 
Assassination 
Recruitment 
Conscription 
Legacy 
Remembrance 
Poppy 
 

I will learn about: 
The impact of WWI 
on Europe 
 
 
 
 
 
I will know: 

 Peace treaties 

 Differences and 
similarities 
between 
democracy and 
dictatorship 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Key terms: 
Armistice 
Treaty 
Self-determination 
Demilitarisation 
Democracy  
Dictatorship 
Fascism 
Nazism 
Communism 
 

I will learn about: 

 What life was 
like in a Fascist 
dictatorship for 
different groups 
in society 

 
 
I will know: 

 Treatment of 
women in Nazi 
Germany 

 Treatment of 
young people in 
Nazi Germany 

 Nazi persecution 
of minorities  

 
 
 
 
 
Key terms: 
Persecution 
Ghetto 
Indoctrination 
Propaganda 
Censorship 
intimidation 

I will learn about: 
The Holocaust 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I will know: 

 How and why the 
Holocaust happened 

 Legacy of the 
Holocaust 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Key terms: 
Holocaust 
Genocide 
 

Skills/applications 
 

I will learn (how) to: 

 Using evidence 

I will learn (how) to: 

 Using evidence 

I will learn (how) to: 

 Using evidence 

I will learn (how) to: 

 Using evidence 

I will learn (how) to: 

 Using evidence 

I will learn (how) to: 

 Using evidence 



What will I learn 
to do? 

 Change and 
Continuity 

 Evaluating change 
and forming 
conclusions 

 Significance – 
judging 
importance 
 

 Change and 
Continuity 

 Evaluating 
change and 
forming 
conclusions 

 Significance  

 Cause and 
Consequence 
 

 Change and 
Continuity 

 Evaluating 
change and 
forming 
conclusions 

 

 Cause and 
Consequence 

 Significance – 
judging 
importance 

 

 Cause and 
Consequence 

 Evaluating change 
and forming 
conclusions 

 Significance – judging 
importance 

 

Key questions 
that I will have to 
consider in the 
unit. 

 How did Britain 
change in the 
industrial era? 

 What was the 
impact of 
industrialisation 
on Britain? 

 How effective has 
protest been in 
bringing about 
change in Britain? 

 How significant 
have individuals 
been in improving 
standards in the 
19th century? 

 
 

 What was the 
position of 
women in the 
Victorian age? 

 How did women 
get the vote in 
Britain? 

 How important 
was women’s 
contribution to 
the war effort in 
achieving female 
suffrage 

 Why did war 
break out in 
1914? 

 What was the 
fighting like in 
the First World 
War? 

 Why is it 
important to 
remember the 
First World War? 

 How was peace 
secured after 
WWI? 

 What are the 
differences and 
similarities 
between 
democracies and 
dictatorships? 

 Why do 
countries 
become 
dictatorships? 

 What was it like 
to live in a 
Fascist 
dictatorship? 

 What was it like 
for women to 
live in Nazi 
Germany? 

 What was it like 
for young people 
to live in Nazi 
Germany? 

 How were 
minorities 
treated in Nazi 
Germany? 

 What were the steps 
of Nazi persecution of 
the Jews? 

 What was the Final 
Solution? 

 Why should we 
remember the 
Holocaust? 

How will my 
learning be 
assessed? 

 Contributions to 
class debates 

 Short answer 
written tasks 

 Extended writing 
tasks 

 Home learning 
 
Formal assessment: 
knowledge and 
understanding 

 Contributions to 
class debates 

 Short answer 
written tasks 

 Extended writing 
tasks 

 Home learning 
 
Formal assessment: 
Interpretations  
 

 Contributions to 
class debates 

 Short answer 
written tasks 

 Extended writing 
tasks 

 Home learning 
 
Formal assessment:  
causation 
 

 Contributions to 
class debates 

 Short answer 
written tasks 

 Extended writing 
tasks 

 Home learning 
 
Formal assessment:  
Source work / 
evidence skills 

 Contributions to 
class debates 

 Short answer 
written tasks 

 Extended writing 
tasks 

 Home learning 
 
Formal assessment: 
knowledge and 
understandin 

 Contributions to class 
debates 

 Short answer written 
tasks 

 Extended writing 
tasks 

 Home learning 
 
Formal assessment:  
End of Year exam 



 

How does this 
help with my 
understanding 
beyond the 
subject? 
literacy/ 
numeracy/ SMSC 
education 
(Spiritual, moral, 
social, cultural/ 
HEROs/ Careers 
awareness 
capabilities  

 Using second and 
third tier 
vocabulary 

 British values – 
the role of the 
citizen 

 Catholic social 
teaching – life and 
work 

 Careers – impact 
of post-industrial 
Britain 
 

 Using second 
and third tier 
vocabulary 

 British values – 
development of 
parliamentary 
systems 

 Active 
citizenship - role 
of popular 
protest 

 Careers – 
economic 
opportunities for 
women 

 EDI – changing 
role of women 

 

 Using second 
and third tier 
vocabulary 

 Catholic social 
teaching – peace 
and solidarity 

 Using second 
and third tier 
vocabulary 

 British values – 
development of 
parliamentary 
systems  

 Catholic social 
teaching - peace 

 

 Using second 
and third tier 
vocabulary 

 British values – 
development of 
parliamentary 
systems  

 Catholic social 
teaching – 
solidarity and 
human dignity 

 

 Using second and 
third tier vocabulary 

 British values – 
religious freedoms 
and combatting 
discrimination 

 Catholic social 
teaching – solidarity 
and human dignity 

 

How does this 
link to learning I 
have done before 
or am going to 
experience later? 

 Links to primary 
school studies 

 Introduces pupils 
to key figures, e.g. 
Snow and 
Nightingale – 
GCSE 
 

 Links to previous 
term – 
importance of 
individuals 

 Links to 
peasants’ revolt 
and Magna Carta 
– popular 
protest 
 

 Links to female 
suffrage 

 Leads into later 
studies on 20th 
century history 

 Gives 
background for 
GCSE WWI 
medicine 

 Follows on from 
previous term’s 
work on WWI 

 Leads into work 
in summer term 
of y8 and winter 
term of y9 

 Gives 
background 
knowledge for 
GCSE 
 

 Follows on from 
previous term’s 
work on 
democracy and 
dictatorship 

 Leads into work 
on Holocaust 

 Gives 
background 
knowledge for 
GCSE 

 

 Follows on from 
previous term’s work 
on persecution of 
minorities 

 Links to RE 

What can I do at 
home (with my 
family) to 
develop my 
understanding 
further? 

 Visit the Broad 
Street Pump in 
Soho, London 

 Read / watch 
“Oliver Twist” by 
Charles Dickens 

 Visit the 
Suffragette 
display at the 
Museum of 
London 

 Discuss whether 
the voting age in 

 Visit your local 
war memorial 

 Browse the 
Commonwealth 
War Graves 
Commission 
website to find 

Watch the news and 
find examples of 
modern day 
dictatorships.  

Research other 
Fascist dictatorships, 
e.g. Mussolini’s Italy 
and/or Franco’s 
Spain. Compare to 
Hitler’s Germany 

 Visit the Holocaust 
exhibition at the 
Imperial War 
Museum in London 

 Read “the Diary of 
Anne Frank” 



the UK should be 
lowered  

 Research the 
representation 
and involvement 
of women in 
politics today 
 

relatives from 
WWI 

 


