
Year group: 7 
Subject: HISTORY 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Content 
 
What will I learn?  
What do I need to 
know? 

I will learn about: The 
Battle of Hastings, 
1066 and the Norman 
Conquest 
 
 
I will know:  
How and why the 
Battle of Hastings 
took place and the 
impact of the Norman 
victory on England, 
and subsequent 
British culture 
 
 
 
 
 
Key terms: 
Feudal 
 
 

I will learn about: 
Challenges to 
medieval authority 
 
 
 
I will know:  
How and why 
different groups 
challenged medieval 
authority, e.g. 
barons, peasants and 
Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Key terms: 
Medieval 
Revolt 
Power 
Authority 
 
 

I will learn about: 
the early Tudors and 
the English 
Reformation 
 
 
I will know:  

 How and why 
the Tudor 
dynasty came to 
power 

 How and why 
the break with 
Rome happened 
and its impact on 
the Church in 
England 

 
 
Key terms: 
Reformation 
Catholic  
Protestant 
 

I will learn about: 
Elizabeth I 
 
 
 
 
I will know: 
The problems faced 
by Elizabeth I and 
how she dealt with 
them 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Key terms: 
Reformation 
Catholic  
Protestant 
 

I will learn about: 
Elizabethan Age and 
the Spanish Armada 
 
 
 
I will know: 

 What life was like 
in late 16th century 
England 

 The causes and 
impact of the 
Spanish Armada 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Key terms: 
Armada 
Exploration 
Empire 

I will learn about: 
Gunpowder Plot and 
the changing nature of 
monarchy 
 
 
I will know: 

 Whether the 
Gunpowder Plot 
was really a Catholic 
threat 

 What makes a good 
monarch 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Key terms: 
Monarchy 
Power 
Authority 

Skills/applications 
 
What will I learn 
to do? 

I will learn (how) to: 

 Cause and 
Consequence 

 Significance – 
judging 
importance 

 Using evidence  
 

I will learn (how) to: 

 Change and 
Continuity 

 Evaluating 
change and 
forming 
conclusions 

 Using evidence 

 Judging 
importance 

I will learn (how) to: 

 Cause and 
Consequence 

 Change and 
Continuity 

 Significance – 
judging 
importance 
 

 

I will learn (how) to: 

 Change and 
Continuity 

 Evaluating 
change and 
forming 
conclusions 

 Using evidence 

 Judging 
importance 

I will learn (how) to: 

 Change and 
Continuity 

 Evaluating change 
and forming 
conclusions 

 Using evidence 
 

I will learn (how) to: 

 Change and 
Continuity 

 Cause and 
Consequence 

 Evaluating change 
and forming 
conclusions 

 Using evidence 
 



  

Key questions 
that I will have to 
consider in the 
unit. 

 What was 
England like in the 
11th century 

 Who should be 
king in 1066? 

 Why did William 
win the Battle of 
Hastings? 

 How did William 
deal with the 
problems he 
faced in England? 
 

 Where did 
power lie in the 
middle ages? 

 How did the 
Magna Carta 
affect power in 
England? 

 How significant 
was the Black 
Death to 
medieval 
England? 

 How did the 
Peasants’ Revolt 
affect power in 
England? 
 

 Who were the 
Tudors? 

 Why did Henry 
VIII break with 
Rome? 

 What changes 
did Henry’s 
children make to 
the Church in 
England? 

 Who was 
Elizabeth I 

 What problems 
did Elizabeth 
face as Queen of 
England? 

 How effectively 
did Elizabeth I 
deal with the 
problems she 
faced? 

 What was life like 
in Elizabethan 
England? 

 Why is 1588 such 
a key moment in 
English history? 

 Were the 
Gunpowder plotters 
framed? 

 Who was the best 
monarch, 1066-
1603? 

How will my 
learning be 
assessed? 

 Contributions to 

class debates 

 Short answer 

written tasks 

 Extended writing 

tasks 

 Home learning 

 

Formal assessment: 

Causation 

 

 Contributions to 

class debates 

 Short answer 

written tasks 

 Extended writing 

tasks 

 Home learning 

 
 
Formal assessment: 
Knowledge and 
understanding 
 
Formal assessment: 
Source inference 
 

 Contributions to 

class debates 

 Short answer 

written tasks 

 Extended writing 

tasks 

 Home learning 

 

Formal assessment: 

Causation 

 

 Contributions to 

class debates 

 Short answer 

written tasks 

 Extended writing 

tasks 

 Home learning 

 
 
Formal assessment: 
Knowledge and 
understanding 
 

 Contributions to 

class debates 

 Short answer 

written tasks 

 Extended writing 

tasks 

 Home learning 

 
 
Formal assessment: 
Knowledge and 
understanding 
 
Subjectivity and 
objectivity 

 Contributions to 

class debates 

 Short answer 

written tasks 

 Extended writing 

tasks 

 Home learning 

 
 
Formal assessment: End 
of Year Exam 

How does this 
help with my 
understanding 

 Essay writing skills  Using second 
and third tier 
vocabulary 

 Essay writing 
skills 

 Using second 
and third tier 
vocabulary 

 Using second and 
third tier 
vocabulary 

 Using second and 
third tier vocabulary 



beyond the 
subject? 
literacy/ 
numeracy/ SMSC 
education 
(Spiritual, moral, 
social, cultural/ 
HEROs/ Careers 
awareness 
capabilities  

 Using second and 
third tier 
vocabulary 

 British values – 
civil and criminal 
law 

 Language 
development 
(impact of 
Norman French) 

 Constructing PEE 
paragraphs 

 

 British values – 
establishment of 
law and order; 
establishment of 
democracy 

 Using secondary 
sources 

 Catholic ethos – 
solidarity and 
community 

 Role of popular 
protest 

 Using second 
and third tier 
vocabulary 

 Constructing PEE 
paragraphs 

 British value – 
religious 
freedoms 

 Catholic ethos – 
community 

 EDI – Black 
Tudors 

 

 Using primary 
sources 

 British values – 
religious 
freedoms 

 Catholic ethos – 
community and 
solidarity 

 EDI - Role of 
women 

 

 Using primary and 
secondary sources 

 Catholic ethos – 
human dignity and 
life and work 

 

 British values – 
separation of 
powers 

 Using primary and 
secondary sources 

 Catholic ethos – life 
and work 

 Debating skills 
 

How does this 
link to learning I 
have done before 
or am going to 
experience later? 

 Future link to 
migration unit in 
y9 

 Links to MFL – 
impact of Norman 
French on English 

 Chronological 
link from 
Norman 
Conquest  

 Development of 
monarchy, 
Parliament and 
Church will link 
to Tudor studies 
 

Change and 
continuity from 
middle ages both in 
religion and the 
power of the 
monarchy 

 Links to studies 
of medieval and 
Tudor 
monarchies 

 Will link to GCSE 
unit 

 Builds upon 
previous term’s 
work 

 Prepares for GCSE 
unit 

 Allows pupils to 
combine knowledge 
of all monarchs 
studied in year 7 to 
form judgments 

What can I do at 
home (with my 
family) to 
develop my 
understanding 
further? 

 Horrible Histories 
(books and TV 
series) 

 Visit Battle (East 
Sussex) 

 Visit Tower of 
London 

 Use the “open 
domesday” 
website to find 
out about your 
town/village in 
the the 11th 
century 

 Horrible 
Histories (books 
and TV series) 

 Write a family 
Magna Carta (set 
of rules) 

 “Medieval Lives” 
by Terry Jones 
(book) 
 
 
 

 Horrible 
Histories (books 
and TV series) 

 Visit Hampton 
Court 

 Visit a CoE 
church and ‘spot 
the difference’ 
with your parish 
church 
 

 Design your own 
family tree 

 Horrible 
Histories (books 
and TV series) 

 Visit Hatfield 
House 

 Horrible Histories 
(books and TV 
series) 

 Design a Tudor 
meal 

 Design your own 
Tudor timetable  

 “Time Travellers 
Guide to 
Elizabethan 
England” by Ian 
Mortimer (book) 
 
 

 Horrible Histories 
(books and TV 
series) 

 Discuss the 
effectiveness of the 
current monarch 
with the medieval 
and Tudor 
monarchs.  

 


