
Year group: 8 
Subject: 
Geography 

Autumn 
Ecosystems 

Spring  
Tectonics (Volcanoes and 
Earthquakes) 

Summer 1 
Factfulness 

Summer 2 
Uganda Country Study 

Content 
 
What will I learn? 
What do I need to 
know? 

I will learn about: 
World ecosystems, 
climate, adaptations, 
threats and 
management.  
Focus on two 
contrasting biomes – 
tropical rainforests and 
hot deserts.  
 
I will know that: 
Ecosystems vary 
according to where they 
are on the planet and 
the movement of the 
sun.  
Some ecosystems are 
threatened and need 
certain management 
Plants and animals will 
have adaptations based 
on the ecosystem they 
live in.  
Key terms: 
Interdependence 
Nutrient Cycle 
Biomes 
Ecosystems 
Adaptations 
Deforestation 
Desertification 
Climate 
Seasonality 
Equator 
High pressure 
Evapotranspiration 
Photosynthesis 
 

I will learn about: 
The structure of the earth 
Distribution of volcanoes 
and earthquakes and how 
this links to plate 
boundaries 
To understand our 
geological timeline 
How volcanoes and 
earthquakes work 
Volcano and earthquake 
adaptation and mitigation 
with case study examples 
 
I will know that: 
There is a geological 
timeline 
The structure of the earth 
creates plate boundaries 
and tectonic activity 
There are three different 
types of plate boundaries 
and how this links to 
tectonic activity 
There are a range of impacts 
and responses to tectonic 
disasters 
Key terms: 
Continental Drift 
Volcano(es) 
Earthquake 
Pangea  
Convection currents 
Moment Magnitude Scale 
Tsunami 
Constructive 
Destructive 
Conservative 
Vent 
Crater 
Crust 
Outer/Inner core 
Magma 
Mantle 
Pyroclastic flow 
Lava 
Tectonic 
Focus 
Epicentre 
Shockwaves 
Seismic 

I will learn about: 
The development 
continuum  
What influences and 
shapes our 
misconceptions of 
development 
How we measure 
development 
 
 
I will know that: 
All countries are at 
different levels of 
development 
according to how you 
measure them 
A range of 
development 
indicators can be 
used to measure 
development 
Why we have 
misconceptions 
about countries and 
how we see beyond 
these 
 
Key terms: 
Development 
Income 
Infant Mortality 
Fertility Rate 
Natural Hazards 
Hans Rosling 
Stereotype 
Misconception 
Climate 
Population growth 
Gapminder 
Dollar Street 
Life expectancy 
Negativity instinct 
LIDC (low income 
developing country) 
EDC (emerging 
developing country) 
AC (advanced 
country) 

I will learn about: 
The geographical 
location of the country.  
The physical landscape 
of the country 
The human geography of 
the country 
Human and physical 
features – places of 
interest of the country.  
 
I will know that: 
The location of Uganda  
and its capital city.  
The physical features 
e.g. mountains and 
rivers.  
The climate of the 
country.  
The human features e.g. 
population structure  
Where tourists would 
visit and if they are 
human or physical 
features.  
 
Key terms: 

Skills/applications 
 
What will I learn 
to do? 

I will learn (how) to: 
Read a climate graph 
Map ecosystems around 
the planet 
I will understand how to 
read and interpret 
diagrams  

I will learn (how) to: 
Map plate boundaries 
I will learn how to clearly 
label and annotate diagrams 
e.g. structure of the earth 
I will continue to develop 
my explanations within my 

I will learn (how) to: 
Interpret a range of 
graphs and 
infographics 
Apply wider reading 
to classroom theory 
To develop 
questioning and not 

I will learn (how) to: 
Draw and interpret 
climate graphs (recap) 
Draw and interpret 
population pyramids 
Find information from a 
range of different 
sources to help 



I will begin to learn how 
distinguish between 
describe and explain 

written work e.g. 
earthquake proof building.  
I will understand how to link 
examples (case studies) to 
Geographical theory 

just accept a single 
source of information 
Question stereotypes  

understand a country 
better. 

Key questions 
that I will have to 
consider in the 
unit. 

What is an ecosystem?  
How do plants and 
animals adapt? 
What are the key things 
that change in an 
ecosystem?  
How are ecosystems 
threatened?  
 

What is tectonic activity? 
Where does tectonic activity 
occur?  
What are the impacts? 
What are the responses? 

What is 
development? 
How do we measure 
development?  
Is it all doom and 
gloom? 
What are the four 
income levels?  
Why is it difficult to 
categorise countries?  

Where is Uganda located 
and how does this 
impact the country? 
How does the physical 
landscape impact 
Uganda?  
How does the 
population structure 
impact Uganda? 
What are the sites of 
interest in Uganda? 

How will my 
learning be 
assessed? 

 
Rainforest adaptation 
written assessment 
 
Ecosystems /20 
knowledge test.  
 
 

 
Volcano /20 knowledge test 
 
Earthquake proof building 
written assessment 

 
Written assessment  

/20 knowledge test 

How does this 
help with my 
understanding 
beyond the 
subject? 
literacy/ 
numeracy/ SMSC 
education 
(Spiritual, moral, 
social, cultural/ 
HEROs/ Careers 
awareness 
capabilities  

Numeracy skills covered 
through graphical skills. 
 
Literacy skills developed 
through describing and 
explaining adaptations.  
 
Moral issues discussed 
through consumer 
choices and the impact 
this has on the planet.   

Geological timeline links 
with geology and science. 
 
Literacy skills developed 
through explaining impacts 
and responses of tectonic 
activity 
 
Discussion and links to 
development – are AC or 
LIDC countries impacted 
more by tectonic activity? 
 
Numeracy skills – a range of 
scales for measuring 
magnitude/looking at the 
geological timeline 
 
Sustainability – geothermal 
energy when discussing case 
studies.  

Questioning skills -  
why do we view the 
world in a negative 
way. Challenging 
misconceptions 
students have about 
the world.  
 
Literacy skills – 
extracts from Hans 
Rosling Factfulness to 
interpret and apply 
to lessons 
 
Numeracy skills – 
calculating 
percentage change, 
interpreting graphs 
 
 

Literacy and numeracy 
combined – drawing of 
graphs and 
interpretation of maps 
alongside written 
responses to describe 
and explain the trends.  
 
Use of data to describe 
the country e.g. life 
expectancy and 
population data.  
 
Cultural – learning about 
a new country.  
 

How does this 
link to learning I 
have done before 
or am going to 
experience later? 

Some students will have 
covered ecosystems at 
KS2 and this unit allows 
explore themes in more 
detail.  
This unit is linked to our 
Ecosystems of the 
Planet unit at KS4.  

Develops the foundation 
knowledge most students 
would have learnt at KS2.  
Allows them to build on this 
in more detail through the 
use of real life examples.  
This unit is revisited at KS5 – 
Tectonic Landscapes.  

Challenges 
misconceptions they 
may have about 
country studies 
previously studied. 
Links to development 
later at KS4 – People 
of the Planet and KS5 
– Globalisation and 
Health, Human Rights 
and Intervention.  

This will build on the 
learning that has just 
been completed in 
Factfulness about 
development and 
challenging any 
misconceptions they 
may have.  
 
Students will have 
previously studied a 
country in Year 7 and 
this will also build on 
those skills and work 
towards the two country 
studies in Year 9 and 
how to approach 



studying different 
countries at both GCSE 
and A Level.  

What can I do at 
home (with my 
family) to 
develop my 
understanding 
further? 

Watch the news to see 
how our planet is 
changing and the impact 
humans are having.  
 
Watching 
documentaries e.g. 
David Attenborough to 
understand the awe and 
wonder of the 
ecosystems.  
 
Discuss what you do at 
home and the impact 
this may have on the 
environment.  

Visit the Science and Natural 
History Museum 
 
Watch the news to see how 
our planet is changing and 
find examples of tectonic 
activity 
 
Build a tectonic model and 
understand how it works. 

Watching the news 
and staying up to 
date with current 
affairs and natural 
disasters in a range 
of countries.  
 
Discussions at home 
about how they view 
the world.  
 
Read the book 
‘Factfulness’ by Hans 
Rosling 

Keep an eye on the news 
and documentaries to 
see if there are any 
updates about their 
country.  
 
Discuss what they have 
discovered at home.  
 

 


