
Year group: 13 
Subject: 
Geography 

Superpowers Health, Human Rights and 
Intervention 

Carbon Cycle and 
Energy Security 

Water Cycle and 
Water Insecurity 

Content 
 
What will I learn? 
What do I need to 
know? 

I will learn about: 
 

Superpowers can be 
developed by a 
number of 
characteristics. The 
pattern of dominance 
has changed over 
time. Superpowers 
and emerging 
superpowers have a 
very significant 
impact on the global 
economy, global 
politics and the 
environment. The 
spheres of influence 
between these 
powers are 
frequently contested, 
resulting in 
geopolitical 
implications. 
 
I will know that: 
 
Patterns of power have 
changed over time and 
mechanisms for 
changing power has 
changed over time.  
 
There are a number of 
emerging countries 
(BRIC and MINT).  
 
There are different 
Geographical theories 
to explain changing 
patterns of power.  
 
Understand the conflict 
in the South and East 
China Seas.  
 
The changing 
relationships between 
developing nations and 
superpowers can lead 
to tensions 
 
Existing superpowers 
face economic 
problems that could 
undermine their power 
and make the future 
uncertain 

I will learn about: 
 

Traditional definitions 
of development are 
based largely on 
economic measures but 
have been increasingly 
challenged by broader 
definitions based on 
environmental, social 
and political quality of 
life with many new 
measures used to 
record progress at all 
scales in human rights 
and human welfare. 
There are variations in 
the norms and laws of 
both national and global 
institutions that impact 
on decisions made at all 
scales, from local to 
global. These decisions 
lead to a wide range of 
geopolitical 
interventions via 
international and 
national policies, from 
development aid 
through to military 
campaigns. The impact 
of geopolitical 
interventions on both 
human health and 
wellbeing and human 
rights is variable and 
contested, with some 
groups appearing to 
benefit 
disproportionately, 
which can lead to 
increasing inequalities 
and injustice. 
 
I will know that: 
Understand what human 
development is and a 
number of social and 
economic factors can 
cause this to develop from 
place to place. This can 
impact life expectancy and 
human health.  
 

I will learn about: 
 

A balanced carbon 
cycle is important in 
maintaining 
planetary health. The 
carbon cycle 
operates at a range 
of spatial scales and 
timescales, from 
seconds to millions of 
years. Physical 
processes control the 
movement of carbon 
between stores on 
land, the oceans and 
the atmosphere. 
Changes to the most 
important stores of 
carbon and carbon 
fluxes are a result of 
physical and human 
processes. Reliance 
on fossil fuels has 
caused significant 
changes to carbon 
stores and 
contributed to 
climate change 
resulting from 
anthropogenic 
carbon emissions. 
The water and 
carbon cycles and the 
role of feedbacks in 
and between the two 
cycles, provide a 
context for 
developing an 
understanding of 
climate change. 
Anthropogenic 
climate change poses 
a serious threat to 
the health of the 
planet. There is a 
range of adaptation 
and mitigation 
strategies that could 
be used, but for them 
to be successful they 
require global 
agreements as well 
as national actions. 

I will learn about: 
 

Water plays a key 
role in supporting 
life on earth. The 
water cycle 
operates at a 
variety of spatial 
scales and also at 
short- and long-
term timescales, 
from global to local. 
Physical processes 
control the 
circulation of water 
between the stores 
on land, in the 
oceans, in the 
cryosphere, and the 
atmosphere. 
Changes to the 
most important 
stores of water are 
a result of both 
physical and human 
processes. Water 
insecurity is 
becoming a global 
issue with serious 
consequences and 
there is a range of 
different 
approaches to 
managing water 
supply. 
 
I will know that: 
 

The global 
hydrological cycle is 
of enormous 
importance to life 
on earth in terms of 
annual fluxes and 
stores of water and 
how the global 
water budget limits 
water available for 
human use. 
 
The drainage basin 
is an open system 
within the global 
hydrological cycle. 



 
 
Key terms: 
 
Hard power 
Soft power 
Military 
Spheres of influence 
Interdependence 
Hegemony 
Colonialism  
Neo – colonialism 
Uni polar 
Bi polar 
Multi polar 
Geopolitical 
Capitalism 
Neoliberalism 
Culture 

About the European 
Convention on Human 
Rights and the Geneva 
Convention 
 
Know that countries have 
different ideas on the 
protection of human rights 
and the global Index of 
Corruption.  
 
In some states, there are 
significant groups that 
have less rights than the 
dominant group and this is 
reflected in social 
indicators.  
 
There are a number of 
forms of geopolitical 
intervention which have 
varied levels of success.  
 
Key terms: 
 
Deprivation 
Development 
Happy Planet Index 
Totalitarian 
Demographic 
Development Gap 
Human Rights 
Geneva Convention 
Political corruption 
Military Aid 
Military Intervention 
Land Grabbing 
Development Aid 

 
I will know that: 
 

Most global carbon is 
locked in terrestrial 
stores as part of the 
long-term geological 
cycle. 
 
Biological processes 
sequester carbon on 
land and in the 
oceans on shorter 
timescales. 
 
A balanced carbon 
cycle is important in 
sustaining other 
earth systems but is 
increasingly altered 
by human activities. 
 
Energy security is a 
key goal for 
countries, with most 
relying on fossil fuels. 
 
Reliance on fossil 
fuels to drive 
economic 
development is still 
the global norm. 
 
Biological carbon 
cycles and the water 
cycle are threatened 
by human activity. 
 
There are 
implications for 
human wellbeing 
from the degradation 
of the water and 
carbon cycles. 
 
Further planetary 
warming risks large-
scale release of 
stored carbon, 
requiring responses 
from different 
players at different 
scales. 
 
Key terms: 
 
Carbon cycles 

As such it has linked 
processes that 
determine the 
relative importance 
of inputs, flows and 
outputs as well as 
human disruptions 
that change and 
adapt the system. 
 
The hydrological 
cycle influences 
water budgets and 
river systems at a 
local scale and in 
turn is impacted on 
by local conditions 
and humans. 
 
Deficits within the 
hydrological cycle 
result from physical 
processes but can 
have significant 
impacts causing 
droughts and 
changing the 
resilience of 
ecosystems. 
 
Surpluses within 
the hydrological 
cycle can lead to 
flooding, with 
significant impacts 
for people. 
 
Climate change 
may have 
significant impacts 
on the hydrological 
cycle globally and 
locally. 
 
There are physical 
and human causes 
of water insecurity 
as well as 
consequences and 
risks associated 
with water 
insecurity 
 
There are different 
approaches to 
managing water 
supply, some more 



Fluxes 
Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate 
Change 
Anthropogenic 
Petagrams 
Reservoir turnover 
Sequestering 
Carbon cycle pumps 
Thermohaline 
circulation 
Biological Pump 
Physical Pump 
Carbonate Pump 
Wetlands and 
Peatlands 
Carbon balance 
Anthropocene 
Boreal  
Biomass 
Climate forcing 
Positive feedback 
Energy security/mix 
Energy intensity 
Energy pathways 
Renewable and 
recyclable energy 
Biomass 
Biofuel 
Radical 
Remote Sensing 
Afforestation 
Reforestation 
Acidification 
Critical threshold 
Enhanced greenhouse 
effect 
Ecosystem resilience 
Inter-tropical 
Convergence Zone 
Kuznets Curve 
Arctic barometer 
Albedo flip 
Representative 
Concentration Pathway 
Aquaculture 
Climate forcing 
Adaptation 
Mitigation 
Carbon capture and 
storage 
 
 
 

sustainable than 
others. 
 
Key Terms:- 
 
Hydrological cycle 
Fluxes 
Water budget  
Fossil Water 
River regime 
Hydrograph 
Interception  
Infiltration 
Percolation 
Evapotranspiration 
Deficit 
Water Stress 
Water Insecurity 
Smart Irrigation 
Aquifer 
 
 

Skills/applications 
 
What will I learn 
to do? 

I will learn (how) to: 
Interpret maps to 
understand how the 
power has shifted over 
time.  
 
 

I will learn (how) to: 
Interpret data using a 
range of infographics, 
graphs and maps  
 
Use a range of graphs to 
describe the relationship 

I will learn (how) to: 
Use of proportional 
flow diagrams showing 
carbon fluxes. 
Use of maps showing 
global temperature and 
precipitation 
distribution. 

I will learn (how) to: 

Show proportional 
flows within 
systems.  
 
Compare and 
analyse river 



Understand how to 
interpret geographical 
models to understand 
how superpowers have 
changed over time. 

between health and life 
expectancy 
 
Use a range of source 
material e.g. newspaper 
articles to understand the 
impact of development 
aid. 
 
Use images to interpret 
and evaluate data.  

Graphical analysis of 
the energy mix of 
different countries, 
including change over 
time. 
Analysis of maps 
showing global energy 
trade and flows. 
Comparisons of 
emissions from 
different energy 
source. 
Using GIS to map land-
use changes such as 
deforestation over 
time. 
Analysis of climate 
model maps to identify 
areas at most risk from 
water shortages, 
floods in the future. 
Plotting graphs of 
carbon dioxide levels, 
calculating means and 
rates of change. 

regime annual 
discharges. 
 
Analyse and 
construct water 
budget graphs and 
storm hydrographs. 
   
Use a large 
database to study 
the pattern and 
trends in floods and 
droughts 
worldwide. 
 
Interpret synoptic 
charts and weather 
patterns, leading to 
droughts and 
floods.  
 

Key questions 
that I will have to 
consider in the 
unit. 

 What are superpowers 
and how have they 
changed over time?  
 
What are the impacts 
of superpowers on the 
global economy, 
political systems and 
the physical 
environment?  
 
What spheres of 
influence are contested 
by superpowers and 
what are the 
implications of this?  

What is human 
development and why do 
levels vary from place to 
place? 
 
Why do human rights vary 
from place to place? 
 
How are human rights 
used as arguments for 
political and military 
intervention? 
 
What are the outcomes of 
geopolitical interventions 
in terms of human 
development and human 
rights? 

How does the carbon 
cycle operate to 
maintain planetary 
health?  
 
What are the 
consequences for 
people and the 
environment of our 
increasing demand for 
energy?  
 
How are the carbon 
and water cycles linked 
to the global climate 
system? 
 
 

 What are the 
processes operating 
within the 
hydrological cycle 
from global to local 
scale? 
 
What factors 
influence the 
hydrological system 
over short and long 
term timescales? 
 
How does water 
insecurity occur and 
why is it becoming 
such a global issue for 
the 21st century?  

How will my 
learning be 
assessed? 

Students practice 

different exam style 

questions on a 

regular basis with an 

emphasis on the 

different length 

questions found in 

the final exam.  This 

includes 12 and 20 

mark extended 

questions. 

Students complete 2 

sets of mock exams 

in year 13. 

Students practice 

different exam style 

questions on a regular 

basis with an emphasis 

on the different length 

questions found in the 

final exam.  This 

includes 12 and 20 mark 

extended questions. 

Students complete 2 

sets of mock exams in 

year 13. 

The formal assessment 

is sat in year 13  

Students practice 

different exam style 

questions on a 

regular basis with an 

emphasis on the 

different length 

questions found in 

the final exam.  This 

includes 12 and 20 

mark extended 

questions. 

Students complete 2 

sets of mock exams 

in year 13. 

Students practice 

different exam style 

questions on a 

regular basis with 

an emphasis on the 

different length 

questions found in 

the final exam.  This 

includes 12 and 20 

mark extended 

questions. 

Students complete 

2 sets of mock 

exams in year 13. 



The formal 

assessment is sat in 

year 13  

Paper 2 (Paper code: 

9GE0/02)  

● The assessment is 2 

hours and 15 minutes 

and out of 105 

marks.  

● Superpowers is in 

section A 

 

Paper 2 (Paper code: 

9GE0/02)  

● The assessment is 2 

hours and 15 minutes 

and out of 105 marks.  

● Health, Human Rights 

and Intervention is in 

section C 

 
 

The formal 

assessment is sat in 

year 13  

Paper 2 (Paper code: 

9GE0/01)  

● The assessment is 2 

hours and 15 minutes 

and out of 105 

marks.  

● The Carbon Cycle 

and Energy Security 

is in section C. 

 
 

The formal 

assessment is sat in 

year 13  

Paper 1 (Paper 

code: 9GE0/01)  

● The assessment is 

2 hours and 15 

minutes and out of 

105 marks.  

● The Water Cycle 

and Water 

Insecurity is in 

section C. 

How does this 
help with my 
understanding 
beyond the 
subject? 
literacy/ 
numeracy/ SMSC 
education 
(Spiritual, moral, 
social, cultural/ 
HEROs/ Careers 
awareness 
capabilities  

 Students need to 
understand the 
history behind 
superpowers e.g. 
the British Empire 
and the Cold War 
to understand how 
we have reached 
the current 
superpowers.  

 
Students carry out a lot 

of data 
interpretation 
throughout the 
unit through data 
tables, maps, 
graphs.  

Be able to use empathy 
skills to understand the 
impact of different levels 
of development between 
countries.  
 
To use their literacy skills 
to interpret different 
media sources describing 
health and human rights 
differences between 
countries.  
 
To use their developed 
evaluation skills to be able 
to write balanced 
arguments for varying 
levels of intervention from 
countries to those that 
need it.  

To become and active 
and engaged global 
citizen it is essential to 
have a good 
understanding of the 
carbon cycle and 
climate change.  This 
allows students to 
make informed 
decisions in all aspects 
of their lives. 
 
Students carry out a lot 
of data interpretation 
throughout the unit 
through data tables, 
maps, graphs. 
 

Students think about 
careers such as a 
hydrologist and 
climate change 
scientist. 
 
Students carry out a 
lot of graph 
construction, data 
analysis and 
statistical analysis 
throughout this unit. 

How does this 
link to learning I 
have done before 
or am going to 
experience later? 

Links to the Health, 
Human Rights and 
Intervention unit.  

Links to development 
covered at GCSE in People 
of the Planet.  
Links to work covered in 
the Factfulness unit at 
KS3.  
Direct links to the 
Superpowers and 
Globalisation units at A 
Level. 

Links to the 
globalisation unit. 
 
 

Students look briefly 
at river studies at 
GCSE and look at 
extreme weather 
events and so have a 
brief introduction to 
some of the key 
terms used in this 
unit. 

What can I do at 
home (with my 
family) to 
develop my 
understanding 
further? 

TED talks linking to 
Superpowers.  
 
Look at the news to 
understand the 
influence that 
superpowers have on 
current affairs.  

Keep an eye on the news 
and current affairs.  
Make a note of conflicts 
occurring around the 
world and how other 
countries are responding 
to them.  
There are TED Talks linking 
to development to watch.  

There are many 
documentaries relating 
to climate change on 
on BBC iplayer, Netflix 
etc. 
 
Keep up to date with 
news and current 
affairs.  For example 
the Guardian 
Environment section. 

Lots of news reports 
and documentaries 
about climate 
change, water 
shortages and 
flooding. 

 


