
Year group: 11 
Subject: 
Geography 

Autumn 
Fieldwork and 
Geographical Skills 

Autumn 
UK Environmental 
Challenges (carried from 
Year 10) 

Spring 
People of the Planet 

Summer 
Environmental 
Threats to the Planet 

Content 
 
What will I learn? 
What do I need to 
know? 

I will learn about: 
Cartographic skills 
Graphical skills 
Numerical and 
statistical skills 
What fieldwork is 
and the enquiry 
process 
Enquiry questions 
Fieldwork techniques 
Using secondary 
resources 
Presenting and 
analysing data 
Risk assessments 
Reaching conclusions 
and evaluations 
I will know that: 
A range of 
cartographic, 
graphical, numerical 
and statistical skills 
can be used when 
looking at a range of 
sources/data.  
Effective fieldwork 
uses a combination 
of primary and 
secondary data 
How to use the 
Geographical Enquiry 
process to ask 
questions, gather 
information, produce 
work and evaluate.  
How to collect and 
use qualitative and 
quantitative data  
Present, analyse and 
evaluate a range of 
data using a range of 
different techniques. 
 
Key terms: 
Qualitative 
Quantitative 
Ordnance Survey 
Base Maps 
Choropleth 
Isoline 
Flow line 
Desire 
Sphere of influence 
Thematic 
Bar graphs 
Histogram 
Line graphs 
Scatter graphs 

I will learn about: 
The UK has a unique 
climate for its latitude 
which can create extreme 
weather conditions. 
Humans use, modify and 
change ecosystems and 
environments to obtain, 
food, energy and water. 
The energy mix in the UK. 
Energy in the UK is 
affected by a variety of 
factors and requires 
careful management and 
consideration of future 
supplies. 
 
I will know that: 
Air masses, the North 
Atlantic Drift and 
continentality influence 
the UK climate and can 
bring extremes of 
weather. 
A case study of flooding 
caused by an extreme 
weather event resulting 
from air masses – 
including the impact on 
people and the 
environment.  
How environments and 
ecosystems are modified 
by humans to provide 
food, energy and water. 
The UK uses a range of 
renewable and non-
renewable energy 
sources. 
UK energy supply and 
demand has changed 
since 1950, influenced by 
government decision 
making and international 
organisations. 
Strategies for sustainable 
use and management at a 
variety of scales. 
The development of 
renewable energy 
strategies and the extent 
to which the UK should 
rely on non-renewable 
energy. 
How economic, political 
and environmental 
factors will affect future 
energy supplies. 

I will learn about: 
Why the world is 
developing unevenly. 
An LIDC and what factors 
have had an impact on its 
economic development 
Why the majority of the 
world’s population live in 
urban areas and the 
impact of this.  
An EDC and what has 
influenced the challenges 
it faces.  
I will know that: 
There are different types 
of development 
Development can be 
measured using many 
different indicators 
There are both human 
and physical reasons for 
uneven development 
around the world. 
Different types of aid can 
be offered to help with 
development 
LIDC case study – there 
are physical, human and 
geopolitical reasons that 
can impact a country’s 
economic development.  
There are different types 
of urban areas and a 
range of consequences to 
rapid population.  
EDC case study – there are 
many influences e.g. 
culture and migration that 
can cause challenges.  
Key terms: 
Social 
Economic 
Environmental 
Sustainable 
Development Indicator 
Uneven Development 
Ethiopia 
Political 
Resources 
Colonialism 
International investment 
Aid 
Rostow 
Megacity 
World city 
Distribution 
Rapid Urbanisation 
Push/pull migration 

I will learn about: 
Climate change from 
the start of the 
Quaternary period 
Causes and 
consequences of 
climate change 
Global circulation of 
the atmosphere 
Example of extreme 
weather; tropical 
storms and drought 
(case study) 
 
I will know that: 
The climate has 
changed since the 
beginning of the 
Quaternary period 
and identify key 
periods of warming 
and cooling 
There is a range of 
evidence for climate 
change from different 
time periods 
There are a number of 
possible causes and 
consequences of 
climate change.  
The main climatic 
regions of the world 
and understand how 
global circulation of 
the atmosphere leads 
to extreme weather 
conditions 
The distribution and 
causes of extreme 
weather conditions 
(tropical storms and 
drought) 
How extreme weather 
conditions from El 
Nino/La Nina develop 
and can lead to 
drought and the 
impact this might 
have on people and 
the environment.  
Key terms: 
Climate Change 
Quaternary 
Glacial period 
Global Warming 
Milankovitch 
Greenhouse effect 
Enhanced 



Climate 
Pie charts 
Proportional 
Cross Sections 
Radial graph 
Scale 
Frequency 
Mean, median, mode 
Range 
Inter – quartile range 

 
Key terms: 
Air mass 
North Atlantic Drift 
Weather  
Climate 
Prevailing wind 
Continentality 
Jet stream 
Mechanisation 
Eutrophication 
Fracking 
Biomass 
Geothermal 
Nuclear 
Energy mix 
Sustainable 
Anaerobic digestion 
 

Contemporary challenges 
Sustainable strategies 
AC (Advanced Country) 
EDC (Emerging Developing 
Country) 
LIDC (Low Income 
Developing Country) 

Drought 
Temperate 
Sub – Tropical 
Polar 
Tropical 
Hadley 
Ferrel 
Polar 
High/low pressure 
El Nino 
La Nina 
Coriolis effect 
Intertropical 
Convergence Zone 
Big Dry 

Skills/applications 
 
What will I learn 
to do? 

I will learn (how) to: 
Draw a range of 
graphs that can be 
analysed 
Use statistical 
techniques  
Use evaluative 
language 
Structure a fieldwork 
enquiry 

I will learn (how) to: 
Understand maps that 
display data relating to 
weather and climate. 
 
Analysing different data 
presentation techniques 
to show the energy mix in 
the UK and changes to 
supply and demand. 
 
Evaluate and debate the 
importance of managing 
the energy mix in the UK 
to achieve future 
sustainability. 
 

I will learn (how) to: 
Interpret a range of maps 
e.g. world mapper 
Use a range of data and 
graphs when explaining 
trends 
Interpret geographical 
models e.g. Rostow’s 
Model 

I will learn (how) to: 
Interpret a range of 
maps 
Use a range of 
sources as evidence 
of climate change 
Use diagrams to 
explain complex 
processes 
Use a range of located 
examples to explain 
the impact of climate 
change 

Key questions 
that I will have to 
consider in the 
unit. 

What is fieldwork? 
What is the enquiry 
process? 
How does the 
fieldwork link to 
what we have learnt 
in class? 
How do I select an 
appropriate skill to 
analyse a dataset?  
What are the 
strengths and 
weaknesses of 
different 
geographical skills?  

How is the UK 
environment influenced 
by different climatic 
factors and what are the 
impacts of this? 
How do humans exploit 
the environment to 
provide food, water and 
energy? 
How well  
has the energy mix been 
managed in the UK and 
how sustainable will it be 
in the future? 
 

Why is development 
around the world uneven?  
How can countries offer 
aid to other? 
What factors can impact a 
country’s economic 
development?  
What is rapid 
urbanisation? 
What challenges can cities 
face and how are these 
being managed?  

How has climate 
changed from the 
start of the 
Quaternary period? 
What are the causes 
and consequences of 
climate change?  
How does the global 
circulation of the 
atmosphere control 
weather and climate?  
How have extreme 
weather conditions 
caused weather 
hazards?  
How can drought 
impact people and 
the environment?  

How will my 
learning be 
assessed? 

 
Included in 
November Mock 
Exam 

 
/20 knowledge 
assessment 
 
Exam style written 
assessment 

 
/20 knowledge 
assessment 
 
Exam style written 
assessment 

 
/20 knowledge 
assessment 
 
Exam style written 
assessment 

How does this 
help with my 

 Numeracy skills.  
 

Numeracy skills – 
interpreting weather 

  



understanding 
beyond the 
subject? 
literacy/ 
numeracy/ SMSC 
education 
(Spiritual, moral, 
social, cultural/ 
HEROs/ Careers 
awareness 
capabilities  

Literacy skills – 
analytical and 
evaluative 
language 
techniques  

 
Learning outside the 

classroom and 
bringing the 
theory to life.  

 
Transferable skills 

through the 
enquiry process 
that can link to 
careers and 
other subjects.  

 

data from maps.  A 
wide variety data 
presentation 
techniques are used 
when considering 
energy use. 

 
Discussion about the 
human impact on the UK 
environment and the 
extent to which this 
exploitation is 
sustainable.  
 

How does this 
link to learning I 
have done before 
or am going to 
experience later? 

 Fieldwork is an 
essential part of 
Geography and has 
been ongoing since 
Year 7.  
The fieldwork carried 
out will link to units 
covered in Year 10, 
Landscapes of the UK 
and People of the 
UK.  
Geographical skills 
are embedded in 
core content from 
units in KS3 and KS4 
and will be referred 
to again at KS5.  
This gives students a 
good foundation for 
approaching the 
enquiry process 
again at KS5 through 
the Non Examined 
Assessment.  

This unit links back to 
weather, climate and 
climate change topics in 
Year 7 and builds on the 
KS4 Landscapes of the UK 
fundamentals of physical 
Geography. 
It covers topic areas on a 
UK scale that are revisited 
on a global scale in the 
Global Environmental 
Challenges unit. 
 

Links to work completed 
in Year 8 during the 
Factfulness unit and 
country studies.  
Allows students to build 
on their understanding of 
what can cause uneven 
development, previously 
looked at in the People of 
the UK unit but on a global 
scale.  
This has links at KS5 within 
Globalisation and Health, 
Human Rights and 
Intervention.  

Links to work 
completed in Year 7 
during the climate 
change unit.  
This has links to units 
at KS5 within 
Glaciated Landscapes, 
Carbon Cycle and 
Energy Security and 
Water Cycle and 
Water Security.  

What can I do at 
home (with my 
family) to 
develop my 
understanding 
further? 

Get outside in your 
local area and 
discuss what is 
around you and how 
this links to what you 
have learnt in class.  
If possible consider 
this on other trips 
and holidays.  
 
Watch BBC 
News/documentaries 
and consider how 
data and statistics 
are being used.  
 

Watch the news and use 
the Science and Nature 
section of the BBC 
website for regular stories 
relating to energy use. 
 
BBC i-player programmes 
e.g. shop well for the 
planet. 
 
Discussion of energy use 
at home. 
 

Watch the news and keep 
an eye on what might be 
having an impact on a 
countries development.  

Watch the news – 
looking for extreme 
weather events, the 
causes and impact of 
these events.  
 
Documentaries 
looking at extreme 
weather events and 
climate change and 
how this links 
together.  

 


