
Year group: 10 
Subject: 
Geography 

Autumn 
Ecosystems of the Planet 

Spring  
People of the UK 

Summer 1 
Landscapes of the 
UK 

Summer 2 
UK Environmental 
Challenges (carried 
into Year 11) 

Content 
 
What will I learn? 
What do I need to 
know? 

I will learn about: 
Ecosystems are 
interdependent and have 
distinct distributions and 
characteristics 
The location of major 
tropical rainforests and 
coral reefs, the 
interdependence of the 
ecosystem and how they 
are being threatened.  
I will know that: 
How ecosystems include 
biotic and abiotic elements.  
How their characteristics 
vary from Pole to Pole 
How the flora and fauna has 
adapted dependent on the 
ecosystem.  
The location of major 
tropical rainforests and 
coral reefs (case study).  
The processes within these 
ecosystems, the value they 
have to humans and how 
they are being threatened.  
How the rainforest/coral 
reef is being managed 
sustainably. 
Key terms: 
Biotic 
Abiotic 
Interdependence 
Ecosystem 
Peruvian Amazon 
Andros Barrier Reef 
Sustainable 
Management 
Water cycle 
Nutrient cycle 
Flora 
Fauna 
Climate 
Biomass 
Litter 
Symbiotic 

I will learn about: 
The UK is connected to 
many other countries 
and places. 
The UK is a diverse and 
unequal society which 
has geographical 
patterns. 
There are different 
causes and 
consequences of 
development within 
the UK. 
The UK’s population is 
changing. 
There are causes for 
and consequences of 
urban rural trends in 
the UK. 
Cities have distinct 
challenges. 
 
I will know that: 
Who the UK’s current 
trading partners are. 
The diverse patterns in 
the UK of employment, 
income, ethnicity, 
broadband and the 
reasons for this. 
A case study of Salford 
Quays to show 
consequences of 
economic growth and 
decline. 
Changes in the UK 
population structure, 
including the impact of 
migration. 
An overview of 
contrasting urban 
trends, including a case 
study of Leeds, to 
understand the 
contemporary 
challenges in the city. 
 
Key terms: 
Import 
Export 
Deficit 
Surplus 
Geographical location 
Infrastructure 
Government Policy 
Demographic 
Transition Model 
Surbanisation 

I will learn about: 
The physical 
landscape of the UK 
have distinctive 
characteristics. 
There are a number 
of geomorphic 
processes which 
create distinctive 
landscapes. 
Rivers create a range 
of landforms which 
change with distance 
from their source 
within a river basin. 
There are a range of 
landforms within the 
coastal landscape. 
 
I will know that: 
The distribution of 
upland, lowland and 
glaciated landscapes 
and their distinctive 
characteristics 
including geology, 
climate and human 
activity. 
Definitions and 
explanations of the 
main geomorphic 
processes – 
weathering, mass 
movement, erosion, 
transport and 
deposition. 
The formation of 
river landforms e.g. 
waterfalls. 
A case study of a UK 
river basin including 
geomorphology, 
climate, landforms, 
human activity etc. 
The formation of 
coastal landforms 
e.g. headlands and 
bays. 
A case study of a UK 
coastal landscape 
including 
geomorphology, 
climate, landforms, 
human activity etc. 
 
Key terms: 
Weathering 
Mass movement 

I will learn about: 
The UK has a unique 
climate for its latitude 
which can create 
extreme weather 
conditions. 
Humans use, modify 
and change 
ecosystems and 
environments to 
obtain, food, energy 
and water. 
The energy mix in the 
UK. 
Energy in the UK is 
affected by a variety of 
factors and requires 
careful management 
and consideration of 
future supplies. 
 
I will know that: 
Air masses, the North 
Atlantic Drift and 
continentality 
influence the UK 
climate and can bring 
extremes of weather. 
A case study of 
flooding caused by an 
extreme weather 
event resulting from 
air masses – including 
the impact on people 
and the environment.  
How environments and 
ecosystems are 
modified by humans to 
provide food, energy 
and water. 
The UK uses a range of 
renewable and non-
renewable energy 
sources. 
UK energy supply and 
demand has changed 
since 1950, influenced 
by government 
decision making and 
international 
organisations. 
Strategies for 
sustainable use and 
management at a 
variety of scales. 
The development of 
renewable energy 
strategies and the 



Counter-urbanisation 
Counter-urbanisation 
Sustainability 
 

Erosion 
Transport 
Deposition 
Ice age 
Holocene 
Igneous 
Sedimentary 
Metamorphic 
V shaped valley 
Floodplain 
River Wye 
Tides 
Waves 
Swash 
Backwash 
Longshore drift 
Stump 
Stack 
North Norfolk 
Coastal management 
 

extent to which the UK 
should rely on non-
renewable energy. 
How economic, 
political and 
environmental factors 
will affect future 
energy supplies. 
 
Key terms: 
Air mass 
North Atlantic Drift 
Weather  
Climate 
Prevailing wind 
Continentality 
Jet stream 
Mechanisation 
Eutrophication 
Fracking 
Biomass 
Geothermal 
Nuclear 
Energy mix 
Sustainable 
Anaerobic digestion 

Skills/applications 
 
What will I learn 
to do? 

I will learn (how) to: 
Interpret climate graphs for 
different ecosystems 
Map different ecosystems 
around the world 
Use evaluative skills when 
looking at threats and 
sustainable management in 
the two case studies.  
Understand how to apply a 
case study example to 
theory previously learnt 
Draw and annotate clear 
diagrams 

I will learn (how) to: 
Interpret flow line 
maps. 
Draw and interpret a 
range of graphical skills 
(pie charts, line graphs 
etc) 
Understand how apply 
two case studies to 
concepts learnt.  
Evaluate positive and 
negative impact of 
ageing populations, 
immigration and urban 
trends. 

I will learn (how) to: 
Use maps to describe 
and explain the 
distribution of 
physical features. 
Explain how 
geomorphological 
processes lead to the 
formation of river 
and coastal 
landforms. 
Draw accurate 
diagrams to explain 
the formation of 
landforms. 

I will learn (how) to: 
Understand maps that 
display data relating to 
weather and climate. 
 
Analysing different 
data presentation 
techniques to show the 
energy mix in the UK 
and changes to supply 
and demand. 
 
Evaluate and debate 
the importance of 
managing the energy 
mix in the UK to 
achieve future 
sustainability. 
 

Key questions 
that I will have to 
consider in the 
unit. 

 How do ecosystems vary 
around the world? 
Where are the major 
tropical rainforests/coral 
reefs located? 
What processes operate 
within a tropical 
rainforest/coral reef 
ecosystem? 
Why are rainforests/coral 
reefs valuable to humans? 
How are rainforests/coral 
reefs being threatened? 
What is being done to 
sustainably manage 
rainforests/coral reefs?  

Who are the UK’s main 
trading partners? 
How diverse is the UK? 
How has the UK 
population changed 
over time? 
How have urban areas 
changed and what are 
the impacts? 

How have different 
processes influenced 
the formation of the 
UK landscape? 
How are different 
river and coastal 
landforms created 
and how do they 
change over time? 
How do rivers create 
a range of landforms 
and how does human 
activity work in 
combination with 
geomorphic 
processes? 

How is the UK 
environment 
influenced by different 
climatic factors and 
what are the impacts 
of this? 
How do humans 
exploit the 
environment to 
provide food, water 
and energy? 
How well has the 
energy mix been 
managed in the UK and 
how sustainable will it 
be in the future? 
 



How do coastal 
processes create a 
range of landforms 
and how does human 
activity work in 
combination with 
geomorphic 
processes? 
 

How will my 
learning be 
assessed? 

 
/20 knowledge assessment 
 
Exam style written 
assessment 

 
/20 knowledge 
assessment 
 
Exam style written 
assessment 

 
/20 knowledge 
assessment 
 
Exam style written 
assessment 

 
/20 knowledge 
assessment 
 
Exam style written 
assessment 

How does this 
help with my 
understanding 
beyond the 
subject? 
literacy/ 
numeracy/ SMSC 
education 
(Spiritual, moral, 
social, cultural/ 
HEROs/ Careers 
awareness 
capabilities  

 Numeracy skills – 
interpreting graphs.  

 
Discussions around why 

ecosystems are 
threatened and how 
humans benefit from 
this – is it right? 

Discussions around how we 
should sustainably 
manage  

Numeracy skills are 
further developed by 
using/drawing a range 
graphs and data sets. 
 
Social/cultural 
awareness of issues in 
urban areas, such as 
deprivation, 
educational attainment 
etc. 
 

Numeracy skills – 
interpreting 
choropleth 
maps.  

 
Discussion about the 
human impact on 
environments and 
the extent to which 
physical processes 
can be controlled by 
human interventions. 

Numeracy skills – 
interpreting 
weather data from 
maps.  A wide 
variety data 
presentation 
techniques are 
used when 
considering energy 
use. 

 
Discussion about the 
human impact on the 
UK environment and 
the extent to which 
this exploitation is 
sustainable.  
 

How does this 
link to learning I 
have done before 
or am going to 
experience later? 

Previously studied 
ecosystems with a focus on 
tropical rainforests in Year 
8. This will build on this 
knowledge and look beyond 
just one ecosystem.  
Will allow students to begin 
evaluating the threats and 
management of both coral 
reefs and tropical 
rainforests.  

This links to some of 
the issues studied as 
part of the geography 
of conflict in Year 9. 
Regeneration and 
Globalisation is 
covered at Key Stage 5. 

This unit links back to 
‘What shapes our 
planet?’ in Year 9. 
It enables students to 
put in place a broad 
base of 
understanding that is 
also required to 
access key elements 
of the UK 
Environmental 
Challenges unit e.g. 
major UK flood event 
case study and is 
essential for our 
North Norfolk based 
fieldwork. 

This unit links back to 
weather, climate and 
climate change topics 
in Year 7 and builds on 
the KS4 Landscapes of 
the UK fundamentals 
of physical Geography. 
It covers topic areas on 
a UK scale that are 
revisited on a global 
scale in the Global 
Environmental 
Challenges unit. 
 

What can I do at 
home (with my 
family) to 
develop my 
understanding 
further? 

 Watch the news – how are 
ecosystems 
changing/human impact.  
 
David Attenborough 
documentaries.  
 
Discussions at home about 
the impact we might have 
on coral reefs and tropical 
rainforests.  

Watch the news to 
keep up to date with 
relevant geographical 
issues, and discuss. 
 
Visit different urban 
areas in the UK if 
possible. 
 

Watch the news – 
how are UK 
landscapes changing 
over time? What is 
the human impact.  
 
BBC documentaries. 
 
Discussions at home 
and on UK trips or 
holidays about the 
landscape. 

Watch the news and 
use the Science and 
Nature section of the 
BBC website for 
regular stories relating 
to energy use. 
BBC iPlayer 
programmes e.g. shop 
well for the planet. 
 
Discussion of energy 
use at home. 



 


