
Curriculum Map – GCSE Dance KS4 

Year 10 

 

 Autumn Term  Spring Term Summer Term 

Content  

 

What will I learn? 

 

What do I need to know? 

 

 
 

 
 
I will learn about: the course for GCSE 
dance and what it entails. The set phrase 
content and theory content that is 
assessed both practically and 
theoretically. I will have both practical 
and theory lessons surrounding key 
content of the course. 
 
 
I will know that:  the key terminology I 
am introduced to at this point becomes 
the basis of all assessment throughout 
the course.  
 
 
Threshold concepts: feedback and it’s 
importance, accurate replication , 
technical skills, physical skills, set works 
and choreographers and performance 
skills. 

 

 
 
I will learn about: a second set phrase for 
examination and a second set work to 
analyse.  
 
 
I will know that: examination questions can 
be based on one set work or can be based on 
two, thus ensuring that I learn how to 
compare the works. 
. 
 
 
Threshold concepts:  structure and form, 
mental skills and attributes, comparing set 
works, aural setting 

 

 

 
 
I will learn about:.  Choreography, how 
dances are piece together 
 
 
I will know that: there are many aspects 
that make choreography happen, this is a 
process that takes time. 
 
 
Threshold concepts: dance for camera, 
performance environment and relationship, 
stimulus, choreographic devices, 
choreographic processes. 



 

  

Skills/Applications 

What will I learn to do? 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Pupils learn through a mixture of classroom based lessons and practical lessons. Each lesson aims to link the course holistically 

so that pupils gain a foundation of dance as a whole and not just the practical side of it. 

Autumn term 
I will learn (how) to: 
 

• .warm up safely and effectively for 
dance 

• Accurately replicate a set phrase 
(Breathe) and lean how to apply 
physical skills and expressive skills 
into this. 

• Key terminology surrounding 

technical skills and relationship 

skills in dance 

• Analyse a piece of dance (A Linha 

Curva), gaining knowledge on the 

creative process of a choreographer 

and all of the elements that bring a 

piece of dance to life such as 

lighting, costume and aural setting 

• Begin to develop how to perform as 

part of a group (duet/trio) 

incorporating technical skills and 

expressive skills. 

Spring Term 

 
I will learn (how) to:  

• accurately replicate a second set 
phrase- SCOOP. 

• Key terminology related to structure 
and form, aural setting and staging 

• Analyse a set work- Emancipation of 
Expressionism) 

• Compare 2 set pieces of dance and 
look at how to structure the longer 
mark answers. 

• Continue work on duet/ trio 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Summer Term 
I will learn (how) to: 
 

• Create a piece of solo choreography – 

this is not a piece that will be 

assessed as a final grade, this is a 

practice task. 

• Apply and understand choreographic 

processes and devices 

• Research a stimulus to develop a 

dance further. 

• Two  more set works- INFRA and 

Within her eyes. 

• Compare a dance for stage to a dance 

for camera. 

Key questions that I will 

have to consider in the 

unit.  

 

Am I fully participating in each lesson ? 
Am I applying my theory concepts into 
my practical performances? 

 

Am I applying new concepts into work as 

well using recapping the previous one? 

Am I using the devices correctly to create 

my dance? Have I researched my piece to 



Can I see how/why a choreographer has 
specifically set their works in a specific 
way to demonstrate choreographic 
intent? 

 

Can I see similarities and differences in the 

2 set works I have studied? 

Can I apply knowledge about structure and 

aural setting effectively? 

ensure it fits with the stimulus 

throughout. 

Am I constantly checking my piece and 

aiming to improve it? 

Have I considered the significance of 

dance for camera? 

 

How will my learning be 

assessed? 

Pupils are assessed in a variety of ways: 

• Theory work is assessed through the use of exam questions, peer assessment, Q&A in lessons 

• Set phrase work is assessed using the marking criteria from the exam board- pupils use the TOL’s (Teacher online 
standardisation)on AQA centre services to make understanding clearer as well as the use of observing previous pupils.  Pupils  
observe each other to develop knowledge further. Feedback is given for pupils to work on this further. 

• Duet/trio work and choreography work is assessed as per the specification. Pupils perform and are filmed, they can watch it 
back with teacher feedback on marks awarded and advice for improvements 

 

Literacy/Numeracy/SMS

C 

HEROs/Careers 

Literacy 

• Literacy is developed through the use of  dance specific terminology , as well as reading and research into choreographers. 

• Subject specific displays of terminology 
Numeracy 

• Numeracy is used through counting skills used heavily in dance as well as timing. The use of manipulation of number is assessed 
in the exam. 

Creativity 
 

• Creativity thinking and idea generation- the duet trio is created by the pupils therefore their creative flair is vital. 

• Pupils are given some elements that they must include- but not in their true form, marks are awarded for creative use and 
development of these phrases. 

• curiosity  

• Risk taking 

• Allowing pupils to explore ideas in a safe space and learn from their mistakes 

• To demonstrate everyone can be creative, that it is not a God given talent but it can be practiced and developed 

• To develop self-efficacy and intrinsic motivation in pupils a willingness to overcome barriers,  

• To be able to gve their own opinion on set works, “This could suggest….” Is an area that is assessed in their written exam- 
exploring how they feel about a piece of dance. 

SMSC 

• Pupils are assessed on how they working with others 

• Accepting strengths and weaknesses in self and others- how can we use these to our advantage? 

• Understanding the importance of the role you play and your impact. 



• Awareness of other cultures through the 6 varying genre’s of dance used for the set works. 

 

How does this link to 

learning I have done 

before or am going to 

experience later? 

To study GCSE dance it is helpful if pupils have previous experience in dance ,but  it is not essential. Pupils get to choose the style of 
dance they do and can create a fusion of genres’s themselves or with others, therefore pupils can bring their external skills into this 
subject. In key stage 3, through dance in PE, pupils have experienced accurately replicating dances, they have worked in groups to create 
pieces ad they have created dances based on specific stimuli. In year 9 dance, pupils have also been introduced to studying a dance and 
trying to recreate it through their own interpretation.  
Going forwards into year 11, pupils will complete their final assessments for set phrases, performance as a group and choreography 
using all elements that they have been taught at this point.  
 

What can I do at home 

(with my family) to 

develop my 

understanding further? 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KPPxXeoIzRY 

Wayne McGregor is a choreographer we study- A choreographer’s creative process 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=anpPJYXPsiY 

Thinking with the body- dance making 

 

Go to watch a piece of dance or a musical that incorporates plenty of movement and observe the patterns they create the use of 

levels, the numbers of dancers 

 

BBC- young dancer of the year has been around for a number of years and demonstrates large varieties of dance genre and asks  

dancers to work together to each show their style- great to watch for duet/ trio inspiration. 

 

Watch shows such as Strictly Come Dancing for variations of dance styles as well as group numbers 

 

Watch shows such as the last step and So you think you can dance (SYTYCD)-all on youtube- show excellent use of stimulus 

and intent for pieces 

 

Try a new dance class- something different : local clubs include: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KPPxXeoIzRY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=anpPJYXPsiY


 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 


